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From the Branch Master 

 Welcome to the June edition of Points West.  The May General Meeting took place on Wednesday 29th May.  
Once again the meeting was well attended with thirty two members in attendance. Capt Bobby Allsop delivered a very 
entertaining and informative talk touching several issues from the creation of the Branch lectern to his encounters with 
the examiners and explaining his rather colorful sea career rising to position of a pilot and then Harbour Master. 
 
Capt Allsop was born in Dollar in Clackmannanshire, 12 miles from Stirling, on 28 January 1923.  Dollar is famous for its 
educational academy. 
 
Bobby served his time with Lyall Shipping. All their ships were named Capes and Bobby’s first ship was the Cape York, a 
twin screw motor ship. His voyage meant to be for three months, however whilst the vessel was in port in the Dutch 
East Indies, Britain declared was and Bobby didn’t return to the UK for 18 months.  
Capt Allsop came to Australia on the Tatana, a ship purchased by Huddard Parker to run between Melbourne and Tas-
mania. Once in Australia he took a job with on the tug Yuna I Fremantle under the command of Capt Tudor Owen, who 
later in his career was a Fremantle pilot. 
Later in his career Bobby was appointed as the Harbour Master in Bunbury where he served for 25 years. He retired in 
1988. 
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During his tenure as Harbour Master in Bunbury he witnessed: 
The arrival of the Tuart, the first tug boat, on 3rd January 1963;  
The opening of No 1 berth on 15 January 1964; 
The dredging and opening of the inner Harbour in 1976; and berthing the first ship 
at the woodchip and Alcoa berths 
Bobby’s talk was very well received and appreciated by all attendees.  
 
The progress of the 75th Anniversary Book was discussed and the Capt Hepping-
stone distributed fliers to the attendees and described the content of the book. 
The book will contain historical material in respect of the Company of Master Mar-
iners as well as some biographies of which several includes WA Branch members. 
It was also discussed that while most branches have no issue for the book to be 
printed in China, Melbourne branch has opposed this option and want the book to 
be printed in Australia. The China option offers 1000 copies as oppose to home 
option which is considerably less copies for the same cost. 
Brisbane branch has agreed to under-write half of the cost of printing in China. 
After the discussion it was agreed that WA Branch would under-write the other 
half of the cost. 
Since then, the Brisbane Branch Master has secured a sponsor to meet most of the 
expenses for printing the book as long as they can have a page available for adver-
tising their firm.       Cont.. 



 

From the Branch Master (cont’d…) 

Capt Carol Dooley advised the Court that due to family and 
work commitment she can no longer provide assistance in 
the Hon Secretary’s role and wished to be replaced by 
someone else. Capt Paddy Evelegh also has expressed his 
intention to step down as assistance Secretary for the 
same reasons. 
I’m pleased to advise that Capt Mark Pointon has kindly 
accepted the position of Hon Secretary and was able to 
commence immediately. 
I wish to thank Capt Dooley for her dedication and magnifi-
cent work during her tenure as the Hon Secretary and 
which her all the best in her future endeavors. Capt Dooley 
has indicated that she will be around and will be of assis-
tance whenever possible. 
We have not been able to secure anyone for the position 
of assistant secretary and will ask Capt Evelegh to stay on 
until such time.     
 
The World Maritime Day with the theme of “Sustainable 
Development: IMO contribution beyond Rio+20” getting 
closer and we were advised that all the stands are taken 
up. 
 
I sent an invitation to the Treasurer and the Minister for 
Transport and Fisheries, Troy Buswell as well as to the Min-
ister for Mines and Petroleum and Housing, Bill Marmion 
to be the guest Speaker at The Boulton Lecture, unfortu-
nately both declined due to previous engagements. 
 
I was also advised that the HMAS Sydney that was planned 
to accommodate the Boulton Lecture and our general 
meeting may not be able to be in Fremantle in time and 
therefore we will be looking for another venue. 
We are in the process of securing one of the Navy Commo-
dores as the guest speaker.   
 
The traditional “Seafarers Sunday” will fall on 14th July (the 
second Sunday in July every year) and will involve the usual 
laying a wreath by the Branch Master. Every year we have 
had some of the members assisting with some tasks such 
as the flag (Red Ensign) carrier, sextant and GPS carriers 
and I hope this year they will be able to continue to assist. 
However other members are encouraged to attend the 
event that takes place at 3:00 pm.   
On the News and Views front the following were discussed: 
 
- PSC Statistics – It was noted that some 210 ship 
were detain between 1/1/2012 to 31/12/2012. The vessel 
Newlead Ventico was detained for 54 days for structural 
problems at Hey Point, Queensland. The vessel, after 
affecting some repairs, was allowed to sail straight to China 

for scrapping. 
 
- Maritime Incidents – Leading the way in the cate-
gory of individual actions are those relating to navigation 
according to ATSB . These incidents mostly related to the 
assessing and planning side of ship navigation. 
It is interesting to note that the least-commonly occurring 
safety factors were those relating to technical failure. 
Deck operations, procedures top identified safety issues. Is 
there a message here for the Masters and deck officers? 
While engine room operations, maintenance and pilot nav-
igation were found to be 5,12 and 16 times respectively 
safety issues relating to deck operations were found to be 
42  time in the last financial year. 
 
- Workforce Development Forum – Study result 
Minister Albanese released the results of the Australian 
Maritime Industry Census 2012. The result reveled: there 
are 10329 seafarers were employed of which 3941 were 
holding AMSA certificates. At least 6388 non-AMSA certi-
fied seafarers who primarily consist of Navy personnel 
(4158 of them). 
The towage sectors employ 660 non-certified seafarers 
while oil and gas sector employs 600 non-certified seafar-
ers. 
Of those AMSA-certified seafarers, 1502 are ratings, 1098 
engineer officers and 1341 are masters and deck officers. 
There are 234 cadets/trainees. 
It was also noted that maritime sector is split into 32% off-
shore oil & gas, 19% blue water , 18% towage, 6% dredg-
ing, 6% crew management, 6% government vessels and 
11% others. 
 
- PM Tasmania Initiative – Prime Minister Julia 
Gillard has announced a $22m package to boost the freight 
capacity and improve maritime training to benefit Tasma-
nia. 
The Australian Maritime College (AMC) will receive $12m 
over four years to train over 500 students. 
$5m will be put towards helping the shipping industry 
meet its future workforce training needs. 
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From the Branch Master (Cont...) 

 
- Ningaloo Coast – Area to be Avoided (ATBA) 
 
AMSA issued the Marine Notice 05/2013 in relation to the 
“Areas to be avoided” off the Ningaloo Coast, Western 
Australia. From 1 June 2013 all ships over 150 gross tons 
and all ships engaged in towing operations must avoid the 
northern section of the Ningaloo Coast.  
 
 

How to alleviate administrative burdens - 
The IMO recognizes that some administrative require-

ments may have become unnecessary, disproportion-
ate or even obsolete and committed to reduce its im-
pact. 

The consultation process is being carried out through a 
dedicated website, which is accessible from IMO web-
site (http://www.imo.org/OurWork/rab). It offers in-
formation and guidance to participate in the consulta-
tion and includes questionnaire to be filled in and sub-
mitted electronically. 
I suggest the member to participate in this consulta-
tion and have your say in the matter. I would recom-
mend the members who are in the following category 
to participate: 
Companies and owners; 
Manufacturers and equipment suppliers; 
 Masters and ships’ crew; 
Shipbuilders and ship repairers; and  
Shippers.  
 
This consultation process will end on 31 October 2013. 
 
 

As usual, if any member has an idea for social events, or 
business they’d like to bring up, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me at any time rather than waiting specifically for 
the monthly meeting. 
 
If members’ personal details have changed from those held 
in CMMA records - address / phone numbers / current oc-
cupation, etc – please advise Capt Wim van Alebeek so that 
he can make the necessary updates to records. 
 
As usual biographies, articles, with photographs, are invit-
ed for submission to Points West.  Please submit to the 
Editor or Registrar or Secretary who will then forward the 
items to the Editor for publishing.  
Warning – Be prepared for the Editor to knock on your 
door for biographies.  
 

Suggestions are welcomed from anyone wishing to talk on 
a nautical subject at a Branch Meeting, or with ideas for a 
suitable Guest Speaker. Please contact Capt David Hep-
pingstone, the Deputy Branch Master. 
 
 
Capt Reza R. Vind 
Branch Master 

http://www.imo.org/OurWork/rab


 4 

THE COMPANY OF MASTER MARINERS OF AUSTRALIA 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA BRANCH 

 
MINUTES FOR THE GENERAL MEETING HELD AT THE FLYING ANGEL CLUB 

 ON 29TH MAY 2013 
 

OPENING OF THE MEETING:  1830 by Branch Master, Capt Reza Vind 
 
ATTENDANCE:   
ABERNATHY, VIND, HAY, MacGILLIVARY, KALEVELD,PAYNE,P.DOOLEY, LEWISSON, 
KNIGHT, WENBAN, B.WHITE, BHARDWAJ, HEPPINGSTONE,IRELAND, KIELY, PURKISS, 
WRIGHT, KEYS, HEYNE, KEANE, VAN ALEBEEK, POINTON, DAVIES, ROGERS, HARRIS. 
APOLOGIES:  
EVELEGH, GOODERHAM, UNDERHILL, HOOGENDOORN, SILVESTER, OLIVER, KENNY, 
HILL, G.WHITE, TAYLOR, SMALL, McKENZIE, HINNRICHSEN, WINKLER, C.DOOLEY, BO-
ZOKY, FEWINGS, GRAY, LAGESSE, BROOKER, SPENCER, MORAN, RAI, SINGH, BART-
LETT, BARRON and Dooley. 
GUESTS: 
BOBBY ALLSOP – GUEST OF RORY MAIN 
ANNE MARIE ARCHER –GUEST OF STEVE HARRIS 
ROBERT TONDUT – GUEST OF DAVID HEPPLESTONE 
 
INTRODUCTION OF GUEST SPEAKER: The guest speaker  was introduced as Captain Bobby 
Allsop 
 
MINUTES OF THE LAST GENERAL MEETING:  
The minutes of the last meeting were read and accepted 

Moved acceptance: R.Vind  Seconded: J.Knight 
 
TREASURERS REPORT 
The Treasurers report indicated that the Reconciled Cash Book Balance as at 28 May 2013 was 
$38,458.04 – The investment Account held- $18,395.57. It was reported that the fixed term investment 
was renewed on the 11/03/2013 at the rate of 4.40% pa. It will mature on 11/09/2013 Moved ac-

ceptance: S.Winban  Seconded:  J.Rogers 
 
REGISTRAR’S REPORT 
The Registrar reported the following: 
Pending Memberships – Nil 
New Members ratified – Nil 
Life & Honorary Members – 5 
Ordinary Members – 102 

Associate Members – 16, Retired Members – 23 Total WA Membership – 146 
 

          Cont... 

Branch meeting Minutes 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS / RATIFICATIONS 
Applications were read for: 
Capt. James Eddon (Ordinary) – Newcastle 
Capt. Zubin Bhada (Ordinary) – WA 
Anne Marie Archer (Associate) – WA 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
IFSMA – Capt. John Dickie thank you letter to Capt. Gray 
Sea Scout Council – Garth Caesar expression of appreciation to the Master Mariners 
Capt. Bob Gadsby’s widow email to Capt. Harris re ANZAC 2015  
This was in connection to the 2015 ANZAC day Celebration and re-enactment scheduled for Albany, requesting 
nominations for attendance from CMMA members. To date 5 nominations have been received and the list is to be 
circulated.  
Federal Secretary email - Confirmation of dispatching of Federal Levy invoices 
Fremantle Legacy invitation. 
FEDERAL BUSINESS 
The meeting was advised by Capt. Hepplestone on the progress of the 75th Anniversary book. “Masters under the 
Southern Cross” The flier was circulated for member’s information  
BM Vind introduced a proposal to under write half the cost of the printing, which was accepted by the meeting on 
a show of hands. 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
Change of Hon Secretary – Capt. Carol Dooley has stood down as Hon Secretary and has been replaced by Capt. 
Mark Pointon.  
BM Vind thanked Carol for her dedication and hard work during her tenure as Hon Secretary and wished her all the 
best for her future endeavours. 
World Maritime Day 2013 – This is scheduled for 31st August 2013. Details of the event can be found on the IMO 
website. There was a discussion about the event and a request for volunteers was made. The attendance list was 
circulated and volunteers marked their names on it. 
Action – Capts.BM Vind & Pointon 
Capt. P Wright spoke about his son’s sailing expedition and circulated raffle tickets for members to purchase in 
support of the fund raising effort.  
The Points West Editors crossword was won by Capt. Steve Wenban 

NEWS AND VIEWS 
BM VIND Introduced a series of discussion points that included: 

PSC statistics 
Maritime Incidents / Individual actions 
Study results from the Workforce Development Forum 
The PM Tasmania Initiative 
Ningaloo coast  - Area to be avoided notification 

These led to some informed and lively conversation and further subjects about implementation of MLC and the 
Costa Concordia report were introduced from the floor by members. 
GUEST SPEAKER: 
The guest speaker Captain Bobby Allsop was introduced and he explained that the subject of his talk had been 
changed. 
He proceeded to give a wide ranging, amusing and informative talk, that included, how the branch lectern was 
made, his appreciation of examiners and anecdotes from his fascinating career as a pilot and Harbour Master. 
The thanks were given by Reza Vind who presented Bobby with a CMMA Tie in appreciation.     
 
CLOSURE: Meeting closed at 21:15  

Branch meeting Minutes (cont’d...) 
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Out and about 
in… 

Cape Cuvier 

Editor Captain Mark Good-

erham was in Cape Cuvier 

this month for his first visit 

to the port. 

Captain Gooderham is the 

Harbour Master for Cape 

Cuvier,which is operated by 

Rio Tinto . 

Safety Bulletin courtesy of MarineSafe 

7 

View of Cape Lambert Jetty A from Jetty B 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 

26th June Branch Meeting at the Flying Angel Club.  

Drinks and nibbles courtesy of IFAP from 1730. 

14th July Seafarers Sunday Service at  St. Johns Church 

in the centre of Fremantle at 1500 

15th August Seafarers Welfare Forum in Sydney.  Contact 

AMSA for further details 
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Points West Editor’s Quiz No. 3 

  1.             

  2.      ,       

 3.              

  4.             

5.               

   6.            

 7.              

  8.             

1. Method of settling disputes that is normally binding on both parties (11) 
2. Loose or packaged cargo that is not containerised (5,4) 
3. A penalty charge against shippers for delaying the vessel beyond the allowed free time(9) 
4. The range of dates within which the hire contract must start(6) 
5. An act committed by the master or crew for some unlawful or fraudulent purpose  (8) 
6. An incentive payment paid by the vessel to the charterer for loading or unloading the cargo faster than 

agreed (8) 
7. A monetary allowance to the customer for picking up or delivering the cargo at a point other than the desti-

nation shown on the bill of lading (12) 
8. A measure of the cargo capacity of a ro/ro vessel(9) 
 
 
Anagram:  Re-arrange the letters in the shaded squares to find a common commercial word.  
 
The first person to provide a complete and correct crossword answer will have a bottle of wine presented to 
them at the next master mariner’s meeting. 

 

“Congratulations to Bard O’ Dowd for completing last months crossword correctly.  The rumour that the  fact 

that Barb’s office is two doors down from the editor’s had anything to do with this success is completely unfound-

ed!! 
 

Well done Barb! 
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WA Branch Court – 2012 / 13 
Branch Master Captain Reza Vind 9430 2110 reza.vind@amsa.gov.au 

Deputy Branch Master Captain David Hepping-
stone 

9385 4583 dheppo@bigpond.com 

IPBM Captain Steve Harris  0412928275  sharris@spopty.com.au 

Hon Secretary Captain Carol Dooley 0419 660 873 caroldooleywebmail@gmail.com 

Asst Hon Secretary Captain Paddy J M Evelegh 0419 916 567 pevelegh@hotmail.com.au 

Hon Treasurer Captain Jeff Knight   jeff.knight@farstadsimulation.com 

Branch Registrar Captain Wim van Alebeek 9364 4658 W.vanAlebeek@optusnet.com.au 

Branch Librarian Captain John G Abernethy 9387 4374 Barbara.abernathy@bigpond.com 

Sea-Going Warden Captain Glenn A Ferwin 9434 4772 glenn@aosau.com 

Sea-Going Warden Lt Cdr Grant R White, RAN 0432 018 247 grantwhite@hotmail.com.au 

Mariner Warden Captain Ajay Tandon 9316 0879 atandon@iinet.net.au 

Social Warden Captain Simon Moran 0407 788 133 smoran@fremantlepilots.com.au 

Technical Officer Captain Rajiv Singh 0418 134 941 Rajiv.singh.m@gmail.com 

Technical Officer Captain Nihar Rai 0426 709 593 Nihar.Rai@challenger.wa.edu.au 

Technical Officer Captain Ken Polson 0407 383 711 Kenny.poison@gmail.com 

Ex Officio       

Hon Chaplain Rev Dennis Claughton 9335 5000 fangelc@starwon.com.au 

Editor Newsletter Captain Mark Gooderham 9435 7533 markgooderham@live.com 

 

General Business 

 

1. Capt. John Abernethy recently collectedthe Flying Angel Mission to Seafarers Volunteer of the 
Year Award on behalf of the recipient - Capt John Ivor Jones.  Capt. Ajay Tandon donated the 
prize for this year's award and presented it with Father Dennis Claughton and Archbishop 
Roger Herft at the Flying Angel on Tuesday 28th May 2012.  Capt Jones was a long serving 
volunteer at the Mission, assisting at the Front Desk, Shop, Seafarer Sunday and in many oth-
er ways.   

2. The speaker at the next meeting will be Graeme Hubert an Oceanographer and Meteorologist 
who is internationally recognised for his work in atmospheric and ocean modelling.  He was 
the first oceanographer employed by the Australian Bureau of Meteorology. 

mailto:pevelegh@hotmail.com.au
mailto:W.vanAlebeek@optusnet.com.au
mailto:Barbara.abernathy@bigpond.com
mailto:glenn@aosau.com
mailto:grantwhite@hotmail.com.au
mailto:atandon@iinet.net.au
mailto:smoran@fremantlepilots.com.au
mailto:Rajiv.singh.m@gmail.com
mailto:Nihar.Rai@challenger.wa.edu.au
mailto:Kenny.poison@gmail.com
mailto:fangelc@starwon.com.au


 10 

 

Services 
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FREMANTLE VOLUNTEER  
SEA RESCUE 

 

For 35 years Fremantle Sea Rescue has been as-
sisting the boating public.  Our volunteers assist over 

500 vessels each year.  They are ready 24 hours a 
day 7 days a week.  Fremantle Sea Rescue now offers 

a corporate membership for businesses. 
 

Should you wish to donate or enquire about the cor-
porate membership, please contact: 

 

Kerry Fitzgerald on 0414 637 495 
9336 5284 or fax 93367758 
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