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From the Branch Master 

 
Welcome to the November edition of Points West. The October General Meeting took place on Wednesday 30 October 
with some 35 members in attendance. 
  
Capt. Grant McKenzie, the guest speaker, presented the members on the topic of “Issues from a Ship-Owners Prospec-
tive”. 
Capt. McKenzie commenced his sea carrier as a deck cadet in 1964 on various general cargo and bulk carriers on world-
wide trades. 
You may be interested to know that it was the Company of Master Mariners, Fremantle who recommended Capt 
McKenzie, as a deck cadet, to the Harrison’s (Clyde) Ltd. Glasgow, UK. 
This was the beginning of what was proved to be a very colorful carrier path. From 1969 to 1975 he sailed as a deck 
officer with Guan Guan Singapore, Associated Steamships and later on various European owned / flagged vessels. In 
1975 he worked as a Ballast control/assistant barge master ODECO, USA and on semi submersible exploration drill ves-
sels followed by services on Lombardo Marine various offshore vessels. 
In 1979, Capt McKenzie took up the position of trainee/assistant to manager dry cargo chartering department in Kindos 
Marine Group, Piraeus, Greece, acting as chartering broker for various commodities, equipment and owners. 
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It was in 1980 that Capt McKenzie with all the experience under his belt decided to 

follow his dream of becoming a ship-owner/operator. Some of the companies that 

he owned and or was involved with (as a Joint Venture) includes: 

Ocean Bridge Shipping Pty Ltd,  J.V Ocean Bridge & Danemere, JV with Vietnam 

Union Salvage Corp and Southern Ocean Group.  

Capt McKenzie philosophically states “ship operating is an extremely regulated 

industry, probably only second to aviation in regulatory requirements and requires 

an in-depth understanding of the requirements and legal responsibilities. Along 

with the regulatory regime the day to day operations often develop into complex 

legal  arguments and require experienced (learnt the hard way !!) negotiating skills 

and understanding of the legal substance applicable.” 

 

Capt McKenzie spoke about the various issues of ship owning including difficulties 
and rewards. He discussed the pro and cons of owning second hand vessels vs. 
new built ships. He argued that obtaining finance was a challenge at the best of 
the time but with the shipping business it is assessed against previous operational 
experience and will involve extensive proof of viability in in-depth financial model-
ing and legal structure. The costs of such financing will often prove unviable when 
weighted with operational costs.  
       Cont... 



 

From the Branch Master (cont’d…) 
 
He posed a question to the members as to why is it that Australian Shipping industry is absent from pension funds in gen-
eral but from MUA and Maritime Authorities pension fund in particular? He also asserts that what is perceived to be 
“Flags of Convenience” are in fact the “Flags of Necessities”. 
Capt McKenzie says “Shipping is extremely litigious business due to the multiple operational jurisdictions and areas of ex-
posure.  Ships get easily arrested unless bonds placed or Admiralty auction takes place. Claims are often fraudulent or 
grossly exaggerated. Salvage issues and various insurance compliances when incorporated into conditions of carriage/
employment to try to mitigate claims against ships for damages to cargo, other vessels, terminals etc, and add this with 
today’s Security and environmental considerations, owning a ship is not for the faint hearted.” 
 
I’m delighted to announce that the Federal Court has ratified Capt Allan Gray’s Life Membership to the Company. Allan 
has been a valuable member of the company who has served as WA Branch Master as well as the Federal Master for many 
years and has worked tirelessly to help lift the company’s profile and contributed to the company’s success immensely. 
Congratulations to Capt Gray on his well deserved Life Membership award and we wish him all the best for the future. We 
look forward to his continuous assistance and advise.  
 
You would recall that in previous meetings I have discussed the need for a survey involving all of our branch members to 
ensure that the branch remains vibrant, engaged and relevant. The Hon Registrar will distribute the survey papers by 
email and it will also be enclosed in Points West and therefore I am confident all members will have access to the survey 
questionnaire. I urge you to complete and provide your honest feedback so as we can identify the areas of improvement 
or build on those areas that we do well. I look forward to your valuable contribution that will be an impetus to enhance 
our organisation’s ability to deliver the best outcomes that is in line with the expectations and the best practice.  
With above in mind I challenge the members to come up with a plan that will map out our goals and objectives and set out 
Key Point Indicators so that we can gauge our success against. 
 
Sea Scouts have invited all members to celebrate their hundred years milestone on Sunday 17th at Pelican Point. I would 
ask the members to endeavor to attend this event to show our support and commitment to this worthy organization. I 
look forward to see many of you in Pelican Point. 
 
I thank Captains Moran (Social Warden), Knight and Small for their hard work and for giving their precious time to search 
and find a suitable venue for our Annual Dinner. It was great to note that members agreed with the venue on 5 April 2014 
at Esplanade, South Perth. I’m sure we all look forward to this event that is going to be vastly different from previous years 
as there will be no speaker and it is aimed at everyone to concentrate on enjoying each other’s company and dance the 
night away with the music that is going be played by live band organised by the Hon Treasurer, Capt Knight .     
 
Every year in recognition of significant contribution to the maritime industry the members nominate someone for the 
prestigious Outstanding Achievement Award. The nominations are open for this year’s Outstanding Achievement Award 
and I encourage members if they have someone worthy of such award to put their nomination forward as soon as possi-
ble. As many of you would be aware the nominations are aimed at someone who is not a member of the Company but has 
devoted his/her life and added a valuable contribution to the Australian Maritime sector.  
 
At the seating on the Federal Court meeting on 22 October it was agreed that editing of the Anniversary Book should go 
ahead. The cost of the editing will be $5500 to complete and it is envisaged that a further $8000 will cost for the printing.  
The printing company has not been decided yet. 
WA Branch has pledged $3000 towards the payment of editing expenses and will look into further contribution to pur-
chasing a number of books when printed.    
 
It appears that most of our members like our guest speaker segment of the meeting and therefore it is most important 
that we attract interesting speakers. I implore all our members to either nominate themselves who wish to present or in-
troduce/suggest someone who can be an interesting speaker and make it known to our Deputy Branch Master.  
           Cont.. 
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From the Branch Master (Cont...) 

 
News and Views: 
 
WA passes legislation to merge regional ports 
 
WA state parliament has passed its Ports Legislation Amendment Bill 2013 to create four new regional port authorities – 
Mid West, Southern, Kimberley and Pilbara – by July 1 2014.  The new port authorities will deliver better planning and 
coordination of development across the state, less bureaucracy, fewer boards and improved resourcing of smaller ports, 
said transport minister Troy Buswell. 
 
“The strong and rapidly growing demand for Western Australian commodities and export capacity at our ports means we 
must have a model to ensure our ports have the most effective governance framework for the future,” Mr Buswell said. 
 
While Fremantle remains a stand-alone port authority, the bill will rename Geraldton Port Authority to Mid West Ports 
Authority and Broome Port Authority becomes the Kimberley Ports Authority. 
 
Bunbury Port Authority will become Southern Port Authority, merging the ports of Esperance and Albany. 
 
Port Hedland Port Authority will be renamed Pilbara Ports Authority, and with the merger of Dampier Port Authority, the 
new regional board will also control the port of Ashburton. 
 
“The current governance model has served the state well but times have changed and we need to reinvigorate how our 
ports operate,” Mr Buswell said.  “These new authorities are crucial to their respective regional economies, as well as the 
state economy, and this reform follows extensive consultation with port customers and industry.” 
 
After these ports have been consolidated, the second phase of the reform will involve the transfer of 13 non-port authori-
ty ports to the new regional authorities. 
 
IMO container-weighing talks 
 
Proposals for the mandatory weighing of containers were discussed at the IMO in London during a plenary session. 
But The European Shippers’ Council (ESC) and Asian Shippers Council (ASC) have hit out at the lack of shipper representa-
tion at the International Maritime Organization discussions on container weighing. 
Asian Shippers Council (ASC) chairman John Lu said: “There are millions of shippers across Asia, with different levels of 
maturity and different operational constraints.   “Before arriving at a key gateway for export, cargoes may have to use 
multiple modes of transport – trucks, ships and/or rail.  Can you imagine trying to implement what is agreed at the IMO in 
such a challenging environment?  
 
“As there are many emerging countries elsewhere – in South America and Africa – in similar situations, a one-size-fits-all 
requirement cannot work. 
 
Under the proposal SOLAS amendments will require that the weight of every container must be verified prior to loading 
and that verified weight is to be used in cargo information.  The verification may be by weighing the loaded container (at 
the port) or by weighing each item when stuffing the container and eventually adding all individual weights to the tare 
weight of the container as marked on the CSC Safety Plate. This alternative method is particularly suitable for ports with-
out the appropriate infrastructure to weigh whole loaded containers and for consolidation particularly when a container 
makes its way around different stuffing points before being loaded.  There is an exception for containers already loaded 
when cargo is added to the container. This is a common practice in the Pacific Islands and this has been recognised in the 
amendments. It is not common outside of small island trade of course since seals cannot be broken on major routes for a 
variety of reasons.  Obviously the small islands will continue to declare the weights of goods as they are added to the con-
tainer(s). 
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Port Hedland annual profit soars 42% to $45.8m 
 
Port Hedland Port Authority (PHPA) has announced a 42% increase in profit in its 2012/13 financial year results at 
$45.8m, compared with last year’s $32.3m.   In total the PHPA reported a record throughput of 288.4m tonnes in the 
year under review, an increase of 17% from the previous year.  The port saw 2031 vessel visits in 2013, compared with 
1845 in 2012. 
 
Chairman Ken Pettit said the last twelve months have seen a number of significant operational milestones achieved due 
to optimised operations and a drive to enhance service delivery at the port.  “During the reporting period, a new monthly 
throughput record of 28.6mt was set in May 2013, with a new single shipment record of 256,450 tonnes (on-board the 
PSU Seventh) also set,” Mr Pettit said.  “The PHPA regularly sailed five to six fully-laden capesize vessels on a single tide, 
resulting in over 1mt being exported over a three to four-hour period.   In March 2013, 1,007,164 tonnes of iron ore was 
shipped on a single tide – on only five vessels – for the first time. 
 
Fatality investigation on board the vessel Toucan Arrow 
 
Toucan Arrow is listed as a general cargo ship, registered in the Bahamas and built in 1996 with deadweight tonnage of 
55,918. It is managed and owned by an entity known as Gearbulk based in Norway.  A police spokesman said the incident 
occurred as the ship was berthed and was loading aluminium ingots. He said it appeared the man may have been crushed 
between a crane and a ladder. However, AMSA said investigators believed the mariner may have fallen as well. 
 
An AMSA spokesperson said the ship was loading and discharging cargo at the time. “AMSA is working with Victorian 
Police to investigate the circumstances surrounding an incident on board Toucan Arrow at Portland on Monday morn-
ing,” the spokesperson said.  “As the investigation is ongoing, no further information is available. AMSA will provide an 
update when the investigation is complete.” 
 
An Ambulance Victoria spokesperson said they transported a man in his twenties who was “in a critical condition at the 
time” having fallen between 10 and 15 metres.  Maritime Union Victoria branch secretary Kevin Bracken said the man 
was a crew member who died from injuries received from a fall. 
 
NZ law looks to make shipping safer 
 
Recent New Zealand legislation aims to ensure all maritime operations rather than just ships are scrutinised for potential 
safety risks.   Transport minister Gerry Brownlee recently signed the new Maritime Operator Safety System (MOSS) rules 
into law which will come into effect from July 1, 2014.  Under MOSS, operators of vessels are to exercise greater influ-
ence and control over their business, with regulation provided by Maritime New Zealand (MNZ). 
 
MNZ director Keith Manch welcomed the ruling saying it was crucial for the maritime industry.  “Statistics show the mari-
time sector, and the fishing industry in particular, is one of the most dangerous workplaces in New Zealand – MOSS is 
designed to tackle this issue,” he said.  “Operators know their operations best.  They understand the potential risks in-
volved and how to manage those risks, so they are best placed to develop safety systems specific to their operations.” 
 
As usual, if any member has an idea for social events, or business they’d like to bring up, please don’t hesitate to contact 
me at any time rather than waiting specifically for the monthly meeting. 
 
If members’ personal details have changed from those held in CMMA records - address / phone numbers / current occu-
pation, etc – please advise Capt Wim van Alebeek so that he can make the necessary updates to records. 
 
As usual biographies, articles, with photographs, are invited for submission to Points West.  Please submit to the Editor or 
Registrar or Secretary who will then forward the items to the Editor for publishing.  
Warning – Be prepared for the Editor to knock on your door for biographies.  
         Capt Reza R. Vind 
        Branch Master 

From the Branch Master (cont’d…) 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA BRANCH 
MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING HELD 30 October 2013 

 
The meeting was opened by the Branch Master, Capt. Reza Vind, at 1845hrs  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  
As per the attendee list circulated 
 
GUESTS: As per  the attendee list circulated  
 
 
APOLOGIES:  
As per the attendee list circulated 
 
MINUTES OF THE LAST GENERAL MEETING:  
Circulated in Points West and accepted.  
Proposed: Paddy Eveleigh / Seconded: Mark Gooderham 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Read by the Treasurer  Jeff Knight.  
Opening Cash Balance $31,531.84  
World Maritime Day returned a profit of $3000 with additional booths and sponsorships. There are 
still some outstanding booth payments. 
The investment account with BOC with $18,800 will be renewed at 3.9% until 11 March 2014. 
It was agreed that a Leeuwin Scholarship to the value of $1400 toward the full fare of $1980 will be 
made available to WA Sea Scouts. 
There are still approx. 20 outstanding membership fees – if they do not renew they will need to be 
discharged. 
 
REGISTRARS REPORT:  
Life & Hon 6 Ordinary 102  
Associate 17 Retired 23 Total 148  
 
Other changes - Capt Allan Gray became a life member 22/10/13 
 
APPLICATIONS:  
New Members Ratified: Ms Anne-Marie Archer (Associate), Capt Zubin Bhada and Capt Robert 
Friend (Ord) W.A.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
  
An amended version of the member survey was to be circulated to all members. 
A copy of the invitation to the Sea Scouts event 17 Nov will be circulated 
 
FEDERAL BUSINESS: 
  
Branch Master recommended that the CoMMA website is a very good venue to discuss all issues and 
members are encouraged to review and actively engage in the online options. Capt Allan Gray sug-
gested that a demonstration of the site’s capabilities for a future meeting would assist the Members to 
navigate the site. 
 

Branch Meeting Minutes  
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GENERAL BUSINESS:  
 

Annual Dinner 

I was agreed that the Annual Diner with be held at the Esplanade Suites at Como 5 April. The price will be 

around $75 per person to cover the meals for the band as well. Drinks will be extra. 

The Outstanding Achievement Award 

Members were encouraged to promote and nominate worthy recipients  

Anniversary Book 

The WA Branch has donated $3000 to the Federal Court as a contribution toward the editing. The Branch 

needs to decide how many copies to order prior to printing. 

National Representation 

An Australian/Asia representative is being sought for the annual IFSMA meeting. 

Some financial assistance may be considered. Capt Allan Gray may consider the positions if no other nomina-

tions are received. 

Passing of 2 Sydney Branch members 

Capt Nick Lampe and Capt John Williams of the Sydney Branch sadly passed away 10 and 11 respectively. 

Condolences on behalf of the WA Branch have been sent. 

Industry Legal Suit 

The crew of ship in the new Captain Phillips film are now suing the company for dangerous work conditions 

using the film as the witness to the their claim. 

KPIs 

The Branch Master suggested that while we have a constitution, we would benefit having a vision that will 

clarify our mission. The BM suggested that the Company sets some KPIs to benchmark achievements and 

outcomes. 

Meeting speakers 

As the guest speakers are a key part of the monthly meetings – suggestions are sought for the Deputy Branch 

Master.  Please provide the Deputy BM with any suggestions for future meetings. 

The Point West 

There has been some concerns raised due to latest publication of the Points West. The editor urged the mem-

bers to forward articles of anything interesting in their work or life in general.  

It has been suggested that there be section editors/section content managers that source material for each sec-

tion and file it to the editor. 

World Maritime Day 

The Port has committed again for 2014. A suitable date to host both the World Maritime Day and the Freman-

tle Harbour Classic sail race has been negotiated. It is also hoped that with further negotiation the Day will be 

the lead event for the Fremantle Festival. 

 

News and views 

Various new items were discussed including: 

- The amalgamation of the WA harbours  

- Compulsory container weighing and certificates 

- Port Headland Port Authority profit provisions 

- A death onboard at sea 

- NZ – making their maritime industry safer 
 

The meeting was closed at 2030 hours, after which members enjoyed a curry supper during 
which the raffle was drawn.  
This was followed by an informative discussion “From the Ship Owners View” by Capt Grant 
McKenzie. 
 

 

 

Branch meeting Minutes (Cont’d) 
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EVENTS AND INFORMATION 

WA Branch Court – 2012 / 13 
Branch Master Captain Reza Vind 9430 2110 reza.vind@amsa.gov.au 

Deputy Branch Master Captain David Hepping-
stone 

9385 4583 dheppo@bigpond.com 

IPBM Captain Steve Harris  0412928275  sharris@spopty.com.au 

Hon Secretary Captain Mark Pointon 0415 707316 mark1Pointon@gmail.com 

Asst Hon Secretary Captain Paddy J M Evelegh 0419 916 567 pevelegh@hotmail.com.au 

Hon Treasurer Captain Jeff Knight   jeff.knight@farstadsimulation.com 

Branch Registrar Captain Wim van Alebeek 9364 4658 W.vanAlebeek@optusnet.com.au 

Branch Librarian Captain John G Abernethy 9387 4374 Barbara.abernathy@bigpond.com 

Sea-Going Warden Lt Cdr Grant R White, RAN 0432 018 247 grantwhite@hotmail.com.au 

Mariner Warden Captain Ajay Tandon 9316 0879 atandon@iinet.net.au 

Social Warden Captain Simon Moran 0407 788 133 smoran@fremantlepilots.com.au 

Technical Officer Captain Rajiv Singh 0418 134 941 Rajiv.singh.m@gmail.com 

Technical Officer Captain Nihar Rai 0426 709 593 Nihar.Rai@challenger.wa.edu.au 

Ex Officio       

Hon Chaplain Rev Dennis Claughton 9335 5000 fangelc@starwon.com.au 

Editor Newsletter Captain Mark Gooderham 9435 7533 markgooderham@live.com 

 
 

 

27th November Branch Meeting at the Flying Angel Club.  Drinks and nibbles courtesy of 

IFAP from 1730 followed by the usual curry dinner ($16.50 pp) 

Guest Speaker.  TBA 

27th November 2013 Seafarers’ Forum:  keeping seafarers healthy and safe. 

Novotel Perth Langley. 

Register your interest at www.seacare.gov.au  

  

mailto:pevelegh@hotmail.com.au
mailto:W.vanAlebeek@optusnet.com.au
mailto:Barbara.abernathy@bigpond.com
mailto:grantwhite@hotmail.com.au
mailto:atandon@iinet.net.au
mailto:smoran@fremantlepilots.com.au
mailto:Rajiv.singh.m@gmail.com
mailto:Nihar.Rai@challenger.wa.edu.au
mailto:fangelc@starwon.com.au
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Services 



 9 

FREMANTLE VOLUNTEER  
SEA RESCUE 

 

For 35 years Fremantle Sea Rescue has been as-
sisting the boating public.  Our volunteers assist over 

500 vessels each year.  They are ready 24 hours a 
day 7 days a week.  Fremantle Sea Rescue now offers 

a corporate membership for businesses. 
 

Should you wish to donate or enquire about the cor-
porate membership, please contact: 

 

Kerry Fitzgerald on 0414 637 495 
9336 5284 or fax 93367758 
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