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From the Branch Master
Welcome to the March 2015 edition of Points West.

The February General Meeting took place on Wednesday 25 February with some 35 
attendants. This meeting was chaired by the Past Branch Master, Capt Steve Harris, 
as the Branch Master was away on business. 

Marcel Vos and Robert Underhill gave an overview of their Company, Lankhorst 
Euronete, and made a presentation about the company’s products with some sample 
of rope used in Maritime domain. 

Marcel was born in The Netherlands about 45 years ago and lived at the northern part of  the country for many years. 
He has worked for Lankhorst Ropes since 2008. In early 2013 Marcel moved to Australia, based in Queensland, and 
commenced working for Lankhorst Euronete Australia. By the end of 2014 he moved to WA to start up the new 
branch of Lankhorst in Henderson WA. Marcel lives in Murdoch with his family.

Robert Underhill will be known to many of the members as he has been an associated Member of this branch for 
many years.  His career in ROPE started with his Farther who as an ex-seaman in the Australian Navy in WWII 
passed on an interest to Robert as a child.  He joined the Australian Navy at the age of 15 in 1965 and has worked 
with rope since then, for over 50 years.  In his career Robert has been a Bosun, Tug Master, taught Navigation and 
Seaman Ship in TAFE and for the past 20 years sold rope to the Australian Market, mainly concentrating on Tugs.  
Over that time he has represented all three of the Major Rope manufacturers in the World. Therefore anything 
Robert does know about ropes is not worth knowing.
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CoMMA Annual Dinner	

The Annual Dinner was another success this with some 50 
persons attending the event. The venue proved to be very 
popular and suitable for the event with lots of parking space 
and easy to find.
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Congress 2015

Master Mariners Congress is set to take place in April 
this year at Launceston, Tasmania. It is imperative that we 
support this event to ensure we have the CoMMA firmly 
on not only Australia but also in international map. It is 
still not too late for those of us who hasn’t registered to take 
this opportunity to make a holiday of it, after all I would 

think with the hard work that you’ve done during the year 
you deserve a decent break in one of world’s pristine places. 
The quality of the speakers for the event is a bonus. The 
speakers truly are one of the best the maritime community 
can offer.

ANZAC at Albany

Capt Harris, who is dealing with the organization of 
ANZAC Day centenary celebration, has officially received 
the letter of invitation from Albany RSL. You may have 
already received notification from the Hon Secretary 
requesting for the registration of those who are willing 

to participate this year’s event in birth place of ANZAC 
at Albany. As the date is approaching rapidly I urge the 
members who wish to attend advise the Secretary or the 
Branch Master as soon as possible.

The Company of Master Mariners held its annual dinner 
at Café In Bloom on February 28. It was a fine occasion 
for Master Mariners to introduce partners and friends and 

share camaraderie. 50 participants had a very pleasant 
evening, entertained by Peter Bartlett and his band of 
merry music makers.
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Branch AGM

Other items: 

As usual, if any member has an idea for social events, or 
business they’d like to bring up, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me at any time rather than waiting specifically for 
the monthly meeting.

If members’ personal details have changed from those held 
in CMMA records - address / phone numbers / current 
occupation, etc – please advise Capt Wim van Alebeek so 
that he can make the necessary updates to records.

Biographies, articles, with photographs, are invited for 
submission to Points West.  Please submit it to the Editor, 
Registrar or Secretary who will then forward the items to 
the Editor for publishing.

Suggestions are welcomed from anyone wishing to talk on 
a nautical subject at a Branch Meeting, or with ideas for a 
suitable Guest Speaker. 

You would have received the notification from the Hon 
Registrar regarding the Branch AGM that is to be held on 
Wednesday 25 March at Flying Angel Club, Fremantle.

The AGM provides an opportunity to members to offer their 
services to Branch Court. Nomination form was attached to 
the Registrar’s message and the members are encouraged to 
nominate for the positions required. 

Officially the nominations are sought for the positions of the 
Branch Master, the Hon Treasurer, the Hon Registrar and 
the Hon Secretary, however other positions may be required 
within the court and members who are willing to take a 
position would be welcomed to notify the Branch Master.

As the biggest branch in the country and as one of the most 
active branches I look forward to see your nominations and 
enthusiastic participation. 

World Maritime Day

It has been agreed that this year’s World Maritime Day 
will be held on 31 October. 

The preparations are well under way and once again I will 
be asking for your assistance and I’m confident you will 
rise to the occasion as you have in the previous years. It 
is credit to you all that the event grows bigger and more 
popular every year and this year’s event is promising to be 
the mother of the Maritime Day.

On 28 October, prior to the Maritime Day, we will hold 
a special session as the “Career’s Day” that will target the 
school kids. We envisage this session to involve hands on 
experience for the kids to visit various maritime venues 
and some vessels and you guessed it once gain I will knock 
on your door for your assistance and use your expertise. 

IMAGE: Presentation of Certificate recognising Captain Sarah 
Robinson, Master of the Sail Training Ship (STS) Leeuwin  by Captain 
Steve Harris at the regular meeting of the Company of Master Mariners 
on the25th March.

Sarah has joined the Company as an associate member.  As a Master 
Mariner she joins an august body of professional mariners who strive 
to maintain the Safety of the Marine profession throughout the world.

In her position as the Master of the STS Leeuwin Sarah assists in the 
introduction of young people into life as a sailor and mariner.
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News and 
Views

Plan to end local ships’ advantage
Australian ships would lose the ability to challenge 
voyages along the coastline offered to cheaper foreign 
ships under a potential new permit system unveiled to 
industry.

The Deputy Prime Minister and Infrastructure Minister 
Warren Truss put the “option” for coastal shipping reform 
to an industry roundtable meeting.
Under the proposal, the “cumbersome” existing system 
for licensing ships to move cargo from one Australian 
port to another would be replaced by a single coastal 
trading permit for all ships.

Mr Truss proposed foreign ships wanting to work 
Australia’s coastal routes for more than six months a year 
would be required to hire skilled Australian crews.

The Maritime Union of Australia has accused the Abbott 
government of an “assault” on the Australian shipping 

industry, saying it wanted a “free for all” on the coast that 
could threaten jobs.
Labor also introduced a “second register” for Australian 
ship-owners in international trade, allowing them to use 
foreign seafarers in positions other than the master or 
ship mate and chief or first engineer. However, there are 
no ships on the register.

Mr Truss said the government was “willing to consider” 
dumping requirements for vessels on this register to reach 
a collective agreement with the seafarer’s union.

Is it true that Coastal Trading regime hasn’t been 
successful? Is the direction the current government 
is taking right? Will the proposal assist Australian 
Maritime workers? What do think about the Australian 
International Registry (second registry?)? 

The Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) has for 
the first time banned a vessel from entering or using any 
port in Australia for 12 months.

Indonesian flagged container ship Red Rover was issued 
with a direction not to enter or use any port in Australia for 
12 months after being detained by AMSA three times since 
September 2014.

The most recent detention was on January 28, 2015 
in Fremantle, Western Australia. All three detentions 
identified failings in the vessel’s Safety Management System, 
including a lack of effective passage planning and failure to 
use appropriate charts and publications.

This is the third vessel operated by PT Meratus Line which 
has been banned from accessing Australian ports for a 
period of time.

AMSA banned the MV Meratus Sangatta earlier this month 
and the Territory Trader in November last year, from 
entering or using any port in Australia for three months. “

AMSA Chief Executive Officer Mick Kinley said: “A lack of 
effective passage planning is extremely unsafe, particularly 
in areas like the Western Australia coastline. The PT Meratus 
Line has shown a disregard for international standards 
through repeated breaches and all ships operated by this 
company are now subject to inspections at every port call.” 
 
The Red Rover is the fourth vessel to be banned from 
Australian ports under the revised Navigation Act which 
came into effect in July 2013.

What do you think about AMSA’s approach dealing with 
serial offenders? Should there be more qualifying factors 
for AMSA to ban vessels entering Australia? Should 
AMSA be more stringent and take more robust actions?

AMSA Issues First Yearlong Ban
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The International Maritime Organisation (IMO) has agreed 
on training requirements for seafarers navigating Arctic and 
Antarctic waters.

More specifically, this means that masters and navigating 
officers must complete special training in order to navigate 
ships in ice. One of the requirements is that the seafarers must 
acquire an improved understanding of the limitations to the 
crew, ship and the equipment applicable when operating in 
cold and desolate areas, with poor or no infrastructure in 
case of, for example, accidents and pollution.

The requirements will be incorporated in the STCW 
Convention, which is the international set of rules 
regulating the overall education and training requirements 
for seafarers. They are expected to enter into force at the 
turn of the year 2018, but the countries are urged to act 
faster so that the regulations can become effective when the 
Polar Code as such enters into force in January 2017.

The training requirements distinguish between two training 
levels for the crew: a basic level and a more advanced level. 
In addition, masters and navigating officers of tankers and 
passenger ships engaged on voyages in ice are required to 
meet more comprehensive training requirements.

IMO Lays Out Polar Navigation Training Requirements 

Concordia Captain Gets 16 Years
Former captain of the sunken Costa Concordia cruise ship, 
Francesco Schettino, has been sentenced to 16 years of prison by 
an Italian court.

The Grosseto-based court reached the verdict convicting 
Schettino for multiple manslaughter, causing of shipwreck and 
abandoning ship while his passengers and crew were still on 
board.

Schettino got 10 years for the deaths of 32 people; five years for 
causing the shipwreck, one year for abandoning ship, and one 
month for giving false information to maritime authorities about 
the gravity of the grounding.

The grounding of the cruise ship in January 2012, carrying 4,252 
people at the time, is believed to had been caused by the captain’s 
recklessness, as the ship came too close to the Giglio Island where 
it got stuck and later collapsed.

In their closing arguments on Tuesday, prosecutors said that the 
main reason for the death of 32 people on board the cruise ship 
was the captain’s failure to promptly order an evacuation. The 

prosecutors sought that Schettino be sentenced to 26 years of 
prison.

Schettino’s defence lawyers claimed, on the other hand, that 
the death toll could have been far greater had their defendant 
ordered prompt evacuation instead of delaying it until the giant 
ship drifted close to shore.

Before Schettino is sent to serve his sentence, an appeals process 
needs to be completed, which, according to certain estimates, 
could take years.
Union and some Maritime welfare group slammed the verdict 
that said it made a scape goat of Schettino. 

Was the verdict fair? Was the captain made a scape goat 
as some think he was? There is no mention of the owner/
operators action that contributed to the incident, is this the 
norm? 

Capt Reza R. Vind
Branch Master
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WA Branch COMMA 
General Meeting Minutes

25th February 2015

This meeting was held at the Flying Angel Club Fremantle. Meeting opened at 1820 by Captain S Harris – Past Branch 
Master as Chair.

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
As per the attendance list there were 28 members and 6 guests present.

APOLOGIES: 
Apologies had been received from 17 members.

MINUTES OF THE LAST GENERAL MEETING:
These had been published in Points West
Acceptance of the minutes was moved by Bill Prins and seconded by Kenny Polson.
There was no business raised from the minutes.

TREASURERS REPORT
Due to a prior engagement affecting the Treasurer the report was presented by the Branch Registrar.

It showed an opening balance of $38,732.66 and a closing balance of $42,808.97 with the majority of the income being 
membership fees.

REGISTRARS  REPORT
There have been 2 new applicants Ashutosh Karkhanis – Ordinary WA which is awaiting endorsement and Richard 
Lewis Rouse Ordinary Sydney.

Some membership application have been approved

Captain D Smith – WA
Captain K. stone – WA
Captain S Locke – WA

Current Branch Membership 144

CORRESPONDENCE
Attention drawn to the letter from the RSL Sub Branch in Albany concerning the ANZAC Day centenary celebration 
this year.

Captain Harris has been dealing with this and now a formal invitation to participate in the parade has been offered. 
The Branch Secretary is going to respond with the requested information.

The book on the history of the Company has still not been finalized and the federal secretary is pursuing this.

The federal secretary is also writing to the new WA Governor – Kerry Sanderson – to congratulate her on her 
appointment.

GENERAL BUSINESS
The Dinner dance was raised with a request that any late bookings be finalized with the Social Secretary Captain 
Moran by tomorrow.
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(General business cont.)

The Branch AGM is next month and nominations will be needed for the branch Court. Captain Alebeek has indicated 
his intention to stand down from the Branch Registrar position and we will need somebody for this position.

Profiles are still needed for Points West so pleas consider submitting one.

NEWS AND VIEWS 
The single Voyage Permit system came up as it seems it will be relaxed further.
AMSA has banned a vessel – Red Rover – from Australia for 12 months for continuous detention over navigation 
failures.
IMO Polar Navigation training will be required under projected updates to STCW.

CERTIFICATE PRESENTATION 
Sarah Robinson was presented with her certificate of Associate Membership by the Chair. Sarah works at the STS 
Leeuwin.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Rob Underhill suggested that due to the increased size of the meeting room that consideration needed to be given to a 
portable microphone for guest speakers. There was a further suggestion that another A/C should be installed.

Captain Gray then gave the following update with comments

•	 World Maritime Day would be on October 31 this year
•	 He was liaising with the RAN about their participation
•	 The  FPA was going to sponsor a cadet through to Deck Watchkeeper.
•	 There was an ongoing issue with training positions in Australia

A further discussion took place on 988 Visas and the Engineering cadet training program.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 1910.

	 Wednesday 29th April | Flying Angels Club | From 1730

NEXT BRANCH MEETING 
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 Leeuwin team  9430 4105  ceo@sailleeuwin.com
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Be part of the 7th Maritime Day
at Victoria Quay on 31 October
Over the past six years, tens of thousands of people have come to the annual,

free Maritime Day celebrations on Fremantle Ports’ Victoria Quay
Exhibition space for this year’s 

event on 31 October is available 
now, including two tickets to
the official cocktail reception.

Maritime Day expo celebrates the 
maritime industry in the working 
Port of Fremantle, and provides

information about maritime careers 
and education. It offers visitors the 
chance to talk to  representatives 
from companies involved in the 

maritime industry.

The theme this year is education 
and training.

There will be up to 40 information 
spaces in B Shed, naval craft and 

tugs for visitors to explore, free
harbour rides, free entertainment 

and great food. 

To be a part of this vibrant,
successful day, contact

Jane Edwards on
9430 3373 or email:

Jane.Edwards@fremantleports.
com.au
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