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From the Branch Master 

 
Welcome to the July edition of Points West. The June General Meeting took place on Wednesday 25 June 

with some 30 attendants. 

The meeting was conducted by the Deputy Branch Master, Capt Heppingstone as the Branch master was on 

business trip.  

 

The guest speakers were Capt Allan Gray and Capt Lynn Feldman. Capt Gray talked about the Company’s 

website, Facebook and CoMMA Blog and gave the meeting a practical demonstration of how to access and 

utilise various areas of the website. The demonstration was found very useful and helped the members to be 

confident in using the web page. 

 

Capt Feldman recently scored a job with the UK’s London pilots. She was asked to talk about the mechanics 

of applying and the process of an application and gave an explanation of the process that she had to go 

through in order to obtain this position which took a while and took some perseverance.  

 

The Company’s Master and Patron 
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As result of the letter forwarded by the Federal Secretary to the Attorney 
General’s office requesting the GG to reconsider his decision on retaining 
the Company’s Patron-ship, the GG’s office has queried the Company as 
what is involved to be a patron. This was explained to his office staff. This 
has been taken in good omen and we will wait for an official response.  

 
 
The Company sponsored Leeuwin voyage 
 
The Branch’s Assistance Secretary, Capt Evelegh, wrote to the successful 
applicants for the Leeuwin sponsored voyage and congratulated them in 
scoring this sponsorship. The applicants both are liaising with the Leeuwin 
Foundation to organise the voyages and we have invited them to submit a 
feed back as how they enjoyed the trip and how this experience will assist in 
their future endeavours  
 

Seafarer’s Sunday 
 
As many of you may be aware, Seafarer’s Sunday event takes place on the 
first Sunday of July every year. 
A report is included on Page??   

 
 
 
 

 
 



 

From the Branch Master (cont’d…) 
AMSA Road show for Nav Act, National Law and MLC  
 
Western Australian seafarer welfare and industry forums were held with approximately 140 representatives from 
the shipping industry, unions, seafarer welfare providers and seafarers in Port Hedland (24 June 2014) and Fre-
mantle (26-27 June 2014).  The forums included discussion and updates on:   
•the Maritime Labour Convention one year on, 
•work of the Australian Seafarers’ Welfare Council (ASWC), 
•STCW amendments and changes to Marine Order 3 / Marine Order 70 series, and  
•current ship inspection issues (MO34 – Solid Bulk Cargoes, MO32 – Cargo Handling Equipment, MO43 – Car-
riage of Livestock and MO41 - Carriage of dangerous goods). 
 
The major points that were highlighted are: 
•Awareness of seafarer welfare issues; 
•Tremendous work of the seafarer welfare centres,  
•Discussions on mental health awareness and issues specific for the maritime industry 
•Fatigue analysis and management presentation, 
•Updates on cargoes issues and STCW Seafarer Certification were of particular interest and attendees found it 
invaluable to have AMSA on hand to answer any questions or queries specific to WA concerns. 
 
Other Items: 
 
As usual, if any member has an idea for social events, or business they’d like to bring up, please don’t hesitate 
to contact me at any time rather than waiting specifically for the monthly meeting. 
 
If members’ personal details have changed from those held in CMMA records - address / phone numbers / cur-
rent occupation, etc – please advise Capt Wim van Alebeek so that he can make the necessary updates to rec-
ords. 
 
Biographies, articles, with photographs, are invited for submission to Points West.  Please submit to the Editor or 
Registrar or Secretary who will then forward the items to the Editor for publishing. 
In event that we don’t receive articles from the members voluntarily we will nominate a member to submit a story 
to publish in Points West. 
Warning – Be prepared for the Editor to knock on your door for biographies.  
 
Suggestions are welcomed from anyone wishing to talk on a nautical subject at a Branch Meeting, or with ideas 
for a suitable Guest Speaker. Please contact Capt David Heppingstone, the Deputy Branch Master. 
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CMMA Members 

enjoying the 

comfortable theatre/

presentation lounge 

on the Ocean Shield 

(Full story on Page 

10) 
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From the Branch Master (Cont...) 

 
   
          The News and Views 
 
Shipping's wake-up call - there are accidents waiting to happen – Danio Grounding 

 
The UK Marine Accident Investigation Branch 
released the report into the incident on Danio 
that went aground when an exhausted lone 
watchkeeper fell asleep. 
The weather was clear, there was a blooming 
great lighthouse with a 24 mile range bunking 
away and providing a useful indication that the 
ship might be a bit inside a sensible track. 
But the poor old mate was flaked out on the 
settee in the wheelhouse. He had allegedly just 
sat down for a few seconds to put some drops 
in his eyes, put his head back and that was the 
last he knew until, it is believed, several hours 
later when the ship graunched onto the Fames 
and rudely awoke him. 
There was no lookout posted and the watch 
alarm was regrettably turned off, with the key 
handily inserted into its face. This was how the 
ship was always run, it appears. 
There were only half a dozen of them, master, 
mate, engineer, two seafarers and a cook, with 
the master and mate the only watchkeepers. 
The master did all the paperwork, the mate did 

all the cargo.  MAIB also uncovered some sloppy navigational practices, with the ship not cleared for electronic 
chart navigation, but using a screen rather than the paper charts that should have been employed.  
An earlier inspection in 2009 had revealed that the Danio crew falsified the hours of work/rest logs and, although 
it might have been a different crew, the same log-flogging was still going on. 
It also appeared that positions had been marked on the chart retrospectively, giving the impression that the crew 
knew where they were when, in fact, there was not a soul awake on the ship as it ran down from Perth to a Bel-
gian port. 
You might ask why I feel it is worth making a song and dance about such a casualty, when there are so many 
similar incidents involving exhausted watchkeepers. 
There was nothing particularly terrible about this accident, which didn't cause any pollution, although it looked 
very worrying with the ship plonked down in the midst of one of the UK's most precious parts of coastline as win-
ter storms raged around. 
MAIB and, indeed, the UK Maritime & Coastguard Agency, have been trying for years to raise the alarm about 
shortsea ships careering around with the master and mate the only watchkeepers and, in this respect, the 1,800 
dwt German-owned Danio was absolutely typical of the type.  
Between 1994-2004, MAIB looked at 23 vessels suffering the same fate.  Since 2004, there have been another 
dozen. In most of these stranding and collisions, and bear in mind these are only incidents investigated by the 
UK, the case centered on an officer, alone and mostly fatigued. 
 

 Cont... 

The Danio aground on the Northumberland coast. 
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The ATSB report into the death of a crew member on board the cargo ship Toucan Arrow in October 
last year 
 
A man who died after being crushed by a 
crane on a cargo ship lay injured while an am-
bulance trying to reach him was locked out of 
the port. 
A crew member telephoned for help for the 
ship's injured but conscious Chinese assistant 
electrician but the emergency operator at first 
could not find the port on a mapping system 
and so dispatched an ambulance to the gen-
eral location. 
Paramedics faced a locked and unmanned 
gate, unaware that the ambulance service had 
been provided with swipe cards, the Australian 
Transport Safety Bureau reported on Monday. 
They drove to a second gate seeking access 
and then back to the original entry point where 
they were lucky to meet a staff member. 
Despite the hold-up, paramedics reached the 
man 13 minutes after they were called. 
Forty-nine minutes later, after a delay arrang-
ing to open the gates to leave, the ambulance arrived at Portland Hospital. 
Shortly afterwards the man died. 
The ATSB concluded the electrician had been working without proper approvals near an operating crane on the 
deck of the Singapore-based Toucan Arrow when he was crushed on October 7, 2013. 
A warning light in the area was inoperative and, because of background noise, he is unlikely to have heard the 
alarm warning of the crane's approach. 
Although no one witnessed the incident, a torn strip of his clothing was found on a hatch lid against which he is 
believed to have been pinned as the remote-controlled crane moved along the deck. 
The ATSB found the ship's master failed to alert port authorities and therefore an emergency response, includ-
ing manning of port access gates, did not occur. 
The ambulance service had not taken up an offer by the port authority to take paramedics on a familiarisation 
tour of the port. 
In response, Ambulance Victoria said it was impractical to hold access cards for the variety of sites that may 
call on its services. 
 
How do our ports operate? 
 
 
 
Capt Reza R. Vind 
Branch Master 

 

Toucan Arrow 
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COMPANY OF MASTER MARINER WA BRANCH MEETING 25/6/2014 

 
 

Meeting held at the Flying Angel Club 25 June 2014 
 
Meeting opened at 1845 by Deputy Branch Master 
 
 
Members in attendance: 23 
 
Guests:  Brett Robinson  guest of Jeff Knight, Simon Feldman guest of Lynn Feldman, Stuart Davey guest of Allan 
Gray, Sebastian Locke guest of Dave Heppingstone. 
 
 
Apologies:  Received from 25 members 
 
Minutes of last meeting had been circulated in Points West  
. Acceptance of the minutes as correct was moved by Jeff Hinnrichsen and seconded by Dai Davies. 
 
There were no comments on the minutes. 
 
 
TREASURERS REPORT 
This was as per the Court Report. Income $2699.80, Expenses $3575.69 Adjusted Balance $43,933.96 
The upcoming Federal costs were detailed as was the decision on the $10,000 transfer to a fixed term deposit. 
 
As the Treasurers report had been approved at the Court meeting there was no motion of acceptance from the 
floor. 
 
 
REGISTRARS REPORT 
 
The following was reported 
 
Applications   R King Ordinary Member WA 
                           P Walsh – Sydney 
                           Gordon Dunnet – Associate 
                           Sarah Robinson Associate WA 
 
 
The total Branch Membership in WA is 151 
 
 
Correspondence – only minor items 
 
 
Federal Business  
 
 

Patron issue back with Governor General 
Last Federal Court meeting 6th April 
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GENERAL BUSINESS 
 

Merchandising issues discussed 
Seafarers welfare and qualifications event being held next two days by AMSA at Esplanade Hotel 
A discussion took place on the delivery of Points West as 33 people receive it by post 
Tour of HMAS Stirling organized for July 11 
Leeuwin sponsorship, 2 successful applicants 
A further request for articles for Points West – my first trip, first command etc. ( As an aside the secre-

taries ship ran aground on his first trip so that won’t be appearing) 
World Maritime Day – Allan Gray gave an update on this which will be held on November 8 and there 

will be 7 or 8 naval vessels alongside 
Steve Wenban gave a detailed report on a 4 day oil spill exercise that he had attended in Darwin which 

raised several discussion points including the role of the MERCOM. 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
Lynn Feldman has recently been successful in obtaining a trainee pilot position in London and gave an expla-
nation of the process that she had to go through in order to obtain this position which took a while and took 
some perseverance 
 
Allan Gray gave the meeting a practical demonstration on the COMMA website, blog and Facebook pages 
which was well received  by the meeting. 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 2110. 
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ANNUAL  SEAFARERS  SERVICE  2014 
The Annual Seafarers Service was held this year in the 

Wesley Uniting Church, Fremantle, WA on Sunday, 6th 

July 2014. Organised by The Flying Angel Club, our 

Chaplin, Rev Fr Dennis Claughton and his team with the 

assistance of: Rev Raymond Clee (Wesley Uniting 

Church), Fr John Simpson (Fremantle Anglican Church),  

Capt Richard Purkiss, The ‘Town of Victoria Park Brass, 

Bugler Karen Moorman, Organist Jennifer Clee and So-

loist Derek Sloan, provided a magnificent contribution 

to this beautiful service. 

 

After the Organ Prelude (played by Jennifer Clee), Rev-

erend Raymond Clee welcomed the congregation 

among whom were a number of Master Mariners and 

other Missions to Seamen supporters. 

 

Sea Sunday is set aside each year to acknowledge the contribution to society of those who serve on merchant ves-

sels and all associated in the transportation and shipping industry.  

Alec Meyer, Flying Angel Club Treasurer, read The Seafarers Psalm and Rev Raymond Clee, Minister of 

Wesley Uniting Church, cited the Mariners Prayer and WA Branch Master, Capt Reza Vind presented the Memorial 

Wreath in honour of those who lost their lives at sea in both war and peace where after he prayed the Commemo-

ration. 

 

Fr. Dennis Claughton, Seafarers Chaplain & 

Chaplain of  the WA Branch gave his stirring address 
comparing the plight of the small Pacific Nation of 
Kiribati with the plight of Venice. The latter is made 
up of about 180 islands with and is settled with many 
expensive stately buildings and a growing tourist 
economy. Threatened by rising water levels, they are 
now building a series of mechanical dams which rise 
from the ocean bed and form a barrier at high tide. 
This expensive multi Billion dollar project, called NO-
AH, backed by the Italian Government, will be an 
attempt to tame the waters of the sea and give hope 
to the many seafarers living in and calling Venice.  
 
Compare the situation of Venice with Kiribati, a country of about 32 islands and atolls , in the Pacific, with a popu-
lation of only 103,000 – located on the equator and also on the time-zone. Not only are there difficulties in govern-
ing this small country with location and time zone, but the whole country of islands and atolls are slowly disappear-
ing into the sea. The island is only a mere 2 metres above sea level. In order to sustain their livelihood, the Govern-
ment of Kiribati purchased 22,000 hectares of forest land in Fiji from an estate held by the Church of England to 
grow crops and transfer Kiribati citizens who will inevitably lose their homes. The prediction of this entire nation 
having to face the inevitability of gradual flooding and destruction is most concerning and astonishing.  
The Flying Angel Club in Fremantle has met and cared for many Seafarers from Kiribati. Seafaring is one of the larg-
est economic indicators of Kiribati. 

 
             ...contd. 

 

Symbols of the Nautical profession, a Sextant and Global Position System 

(GPS), being placed on the communion table by Capt Richard Purkiss (CMMA). 

From the left Fr Claughton, Reverend Clee and Fr 

Simpson 
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When recounting the stories of the sea, I found 
fear, anxiety, worry and fatigue and even despair 
but also hope. The Christian message is Faith, Hope 
and Love. Faith is interpreted in all facets of the 
human being – of mind, heart and soul. Hope is 
expressed in the Psalm: the waves will be still, they 
will be quiet and bring the seafarers to their haven. 
Love is expressed in the ministry to Seafarers, 
young and old, man or woman, extended or brief 
encounters, it is an expression of love when we 
welcome a stranger, share, listen and in the words 
of the Psalmist, bring them to a quiet haven. 
 
The magnificent voice of Derek Sloan (singing The 
Lords Prayer & Nearer my God to Thee), the duet 
Mavis Thompson & Paul Howard, the wonderful 

bugler, Karen Moorman and the music of the Town of Victoria Park Brass, were all a great contribution to 
this memorable service. 

 

Sea Sunday contd. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Branch Master Captain Reza Vind delivering the 

commemoration 

Navigational symbols, GPS and Sextant, on the Communion Table and the 

wreath before it. 
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FLEET BASE WEST VISIT 
Another visit to the HMAS Stirling Naval Base was kindly arranged 
by one of our serving naval members, Lt Cdr Grant White, as a fare-
well gesture before being posted to his new base at Brisbane.  
Twelve stalwarts set off early on a cold winter morning in one of 
the Mission to Seafarers mini buses, kindly driven by one of our 
members, Phil Dooley. 
 
First stop was one of the latest ANZAC class ASW frigates, HMAS 
Arunta., where we were supplied with a welcome mug of hot 
coffee in the wardroom and introduced to our hosts. We then split 
into two groups of six which made it easy to tour the ship, poking 
our noses into various cabins, ops rooms and other working spaces 
without causing too much of a blockage in the narrow passages 
and cramped living spaces.  Lt Lachlan Browne – the N.O – was in 
charge of one group and Lt Fern Dredge the other, both being com-
pletely open with descriptions of their working life on board. It was 
therefore really interesting to be able to review how the other half live. 
 
HMAS Arunta is the second warship to bear the name, the first being a Tribal class destroyer.  She was built to a 
German design at the Williamstown yard with the keel being laid down in July 1985, launched in June 1986 and 
commissioned in December 1998. She has a crew is approximately 170. 
 
The 4000 tonne displacement ship has an LOA of 118m.,  a beam of 15m. and a full load draft of 4.3m. and is pow-
ered by twin diesel electric engines, as well as one gas turbine to give a speed of 28 knots. An interesting statistic 
picked up was that the ship needs approximately 30% of her fuel tank supply to maintain suitable stability for sea-
going exercises. 
 
The Arunta has recently undergone a major re-fit, which resulted amongst other things in her ability to fire disa-

bling missiles to negate a missile attack on the 
ship. Her original armament consists of 8 vertical-
ly launched missiles, torpedoes fired from both 
sides and a 5 inch gun. She also has a large after 
deck and hangar for working a Seahawk helicop-
ter. 
 
We next enjoyed a very pleasant lunch at the 
Base’s combined mess, at which plaques were 
exchanged between WA Branch Master Capt Re-
za Vind and Lt Cdr Gus Garstin, acting on behalf 
of HMAS Stirling Commanding Officer Captain 
Angela Bond. 
 
     
  ...contd. 

 

The exchange of plaques with Lt Cdr Grant White, Lt 

Cdr Gus Garstin and Captain Reza Vind 

Enjoying lunch in the HMAS Stirling Mess 
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This was followed by a most interesting tour of the Base’s museum, which, although relatively small, con-
tained an amazing record of the history of the  Naval Base on Garden Island. 

 
Then, the Master of the “Ocean Shield”, Nicholas Woods, 
welcomed us to the bridge of his most unusual design of 
vessel and took us on a tour of the entire ship.  She is one 
of a class of special purpose Norwegian designed and built 
vessels with a large accommodation block forward, an over-
hanging helicopter deck above this and a 1200 sq m. cargo 
deck aft serviced by a 60tonne crane.  Many took photos 
from the helo deck, 28m above sea level with no external 
barriers which gave uninterrupted views of Careening Bay 
and the whole of Cockburn Sound,  
 
She has been purchased by the Australian Government and 
is currently managed by TK Shipping for humanitarian and 
disaster relief. However, Ocean Shield is shortly to be taken 
over by Customs and to take the place of Ocean Protector – 
which is at present involved in the Indian Ocean with a load 

of Sri Lankan refugees - based at Darwin. Ocean Shield has recently been in the world news due to her in-
volvement in the search for the missing Malaysian airliner from flight MH 370, so we were also able to share 
the latest theories about her disappearance. 
 
This class of vessel is so computerised that she can be adequately handled with a permanent crew of 12, 
working swings of six on and six off!!!  There are 56 cabins with accommodation for up to 100 persons, but 
consideration is apparently being given to transform a large ROV hanger into even more cabins. There are so 
many remote camera positions both internally and externally that virtually every space aboard can be 
checked from any of the control centres aboard. 
 
Ocean Shield is a 10,000 tonne vessel with an 
LOA of 110m., a beam of 22m. and a summer 
draft of 6.6m. As she was designed for operating 
in ice conditions, the forecastle is fully enclosed. 
She has powerful thrusters F & A which, if neces-
sary, allow her to be manoeuvred sideways at 5 
knots or astern at 13 knots. 
 
She has two moon-pools under the cargo deck, 
connections to work two ROVs. Truly, this is a 
vessel for the future and it is hoped that she will 
be utilised for work that can benefit from all this 
technology – rather than for a mere border pro-
tection purposes! 
 
This was an excellent outing. Plaques were ex-
changed and caps received by all with much in-
teresting information picked up.  It was just a 
shame that a few more members were unable to take up the offer. 

Fleet Base West Visit contd. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ocean Shield alongside Garden Island, 

WA. 

On the helicopter deck of the Ocean Shiield.   
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EVENTS AND INFORMATION 

WA Branch Court – 2013 / 14 

Branch Master Captain Reza Vind 9430 2110  reza.vind@amsa.gov.au 

Deputy Branch Master Captain David Heppingstone 9385 4583 dheppo@bigpond.com 
David.Heppingstone@capepreston.com 

IPBM Captain Steve Harris  0412928275  sharris@spopty.com.au 

Hon Secretary Captain Jeff Rogers 0408 930 217 hrjpbk@bigpond.net.au 

Asst Hon Secretary Captain Paddy J M Evelegh 0419 916 567 pevelegh@hotmail.com.au 

Hon Treasurer Captain Mark Small 0417 096 062 msmall@ifap.asn.au 

Branch Registrar Captain Wim van Alebeek 9364 4658 W.vanAlebeek@optusnet.com.au 

Branch Librarian Captain John G Abernethy 9387 4374 Barbara.abernathy@bigpond.com 

Sea-Going Warden TBA   

Social Coordinator Captain Simon Moran 0407 788 133 smoran@fremantlepilots.com.au 

Technical Officer Captain Rajiv Singh 0418 134 941 Rajiv.singh.m@gmail.com 

Technical Officer Captain Jeff Knight 0447 518 855 jeff.knight@farstad.com 

Editor Newsletter Captain Mark Gooderham 0407075265 markgooderham@live.com 

 
 

 

July 30th, 2014 Branch Meeting at the Flying Angel Club.  Drinks and nibbles courtesy of 

IFAP from 1730 followed by the usual curry dinner ($16.50 pp) 

  

mailto:pevelegh@hotmail.com.au
mailto:W.vanAlebeek@optusnet.com.au
mailto:Barbara.abernathy@bigpond.com
mailto:smoran@fremantlepilots.com.au
mailto:Rajiv.singh.m@gmail.com
mailto:Nihar.Rai@challenger.wa.edu.au
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Services 
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FREMANTLE VOLUNTEER  
SEA RESCUE 

 

For 35 years Fremantle Sea Rescue has been as-
sisting the boating public.  Our volunteers assist over 

500 vessels each year.  They are ready 24 hours a 
day 7 days a week.  Fremantle Sea Rescue now offers 

a corporate membership for businesses. 
 

Should you wish to donate or enquire about the cor-
porate membership, please contact: 

 

Kerry Fitzgerald on 0414 637 495 
9336 5284 or fax 93367758 
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