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From the Branch Master
Welcome to the February 2015 edition of Points West.

The January General Meeting took place on Wednesday 28 January with some 
42 attendants. 

We were blessed with two speaker to kick start the year. The first speaker was Mr 
James Jenkins, the father of Callum Jenkins, our CoMMA sponsored Sea Scout 
who recently travelled on the Leeuwin. As Callum could not attend personally 
his dad kindly agreed to make a presentation about Callum’s trip on the Leeuwin. 

Callum is a member of the Waylen Bay Sea Scout group and have been sailing for 6 years. He first started 
sailing when he participated in a small boat handling course with the Maylands Sailing Club. In April 2010 he 
was awarded the Coxswain Charge making him the youngest person to have obtained this qualification at that 
group in the memory of the Scout Leader. In October 2010 he completed an Optimist sailing course with the 
South Perth Yacht Club (SPYC) and started to race regularly with SoPYC until 2012. Callum participated in a 
training program with a number of other scouts and successfully completed his Recreational Skippers Ticket 
(RST). In his last year as a scout before moving to Ventures he helped training the younger scouts teaching 
them basic skills onshore and also training them from a shadowing dinghy. In April 2013 he undertook further 
training with the scouts group and completed the National Powerboat Handling Certificate (NPHC). Callum 
says one of his favourite events is the Master Mariners Sailing Competition which is run each year by Scouts. 
This is a very competitive event where Sea Scouts groups enter teams that compete against each other to win 
the annual trophy.  The event is judged by very experienced Master Mariners from The Company of Master 
Mariners of Australia. 

In 2014 he was awarded the Australian Scout Medallion the highest award available within the scouting 
movement for scouts and was presented with this award at Government House. Callum is thinking about a 
career with customs, a commercial sea transport company or even the tourism industry.

The presentation by James shed some light on the highs and not many lows of Callum’s trip that he simply loved 
it. He made many friends on the way that he says he will keep for a long time. 
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From the Branch Master (cont.)

He said he was seasick for a short while after they left Fremantle until he found his sea leg. This may be the only 
low that his trip could offer.

The second presenter was none other than our own Capt Lynn Feldman who discussed the life with 
London Pilots.

For those who don’t know Lynn, she has a Master 1 as well as a Masters Degree in Environmental Science.  
Since 1997 she has worked a dual career of both Master/Deck Officer in the Australian Maritime Industry 
and as a Marine Environmental Consultant for both private industry and government, specialising in 
environmental issues that impact the shipping industry.

In her presentation, she discussed the many challenges that London pilots face including the snow and 
cold mornings, winter fog that spreads its tentacles across the water, the long journeys on pilot boats to 
get to the ships that are scheduled to come in or the long taxi ride to come and go from the pilot station.

With all the difficulties and challenges mentioned above Lynn sounded very happy and enjoying her 
time in London and embracing the challenges that only a Captain such as her would.

We wish Lynn all the best in her endeavours and the WA Branch will be content if she can find some 
time to update us on her adventures with the London pilots whenever she is around in sunny Fremantle.

Photo:  Callum Jenkins and fellow trainees aboard the STS Leeuwin II
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Congress 2015
Master Mariners Congress is set to take place in April this 
year at Launceston, Tasmania, and the members discounted 
fees has been extended until end of this mount for $900. 
The members are urged to take the opportunity while 

holidaying in one of Australia’s pristine State that offers, 
amongst others, the famous English garden tea with scones 
and jam, come along for what is promised to be fantastic 
events with many excellent speakers and presenters. 

CoMMA Annual Dinner	

Last minute registration must be speeded up as we close 
to the D day. Those of you who hasn’t signed up for this 
wicked party yet and wishing to get on the band wagon 

please let the Social Coordinator, Capt Simon Moran 
know soonest. 

ANZAC at Albany

Capt Steve Harris has been in contact with Albany RSL who 
has promised to forward an invitation to the Company to 
partake in the ANZAC commemoration. 
Those who are willing to participate, please contact Capt 
Harris or the Branch Master. The challenges will be the 

accommodation which I’m told is almost non-existence.
For those who couldn’t get the chance to go to Albany, we 
will still carry on with our traditional participation on the 
event at Fremantle and I look forward to see many of you 
this year that is a special centenary commemoration.

Other items: 

As usual, if any member has an idea for social events, or 
business they’d like to bring up, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me at any time rather than waiting specifically for 
the monthly meeting.

If members’ personal details have changed from those held 
in CMMA records - address / phone numbers / current 
occupation, etc – please advise Capt Wim van Alebeek so 
that he can make the necessary updates to records.

Biographies, articles, with photographs, are invited for 
submission to Points West.  Please submit it to the Editor, 
Registrar or Secretary who will then forward the items to 
the Editor for publishing.

Suggestions are welcomed from anyone wishing to talk on 
a nautical subject at a Branch Meeting, or with ideas for a 
suitable Guest Speaker. 
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News and 
Views

Shipowners to take on risk assessment role
Members of the UK P&I Club are to be invited to 
participate in the first of its kind initiative in which 
masters and their crews will be asked to undertake risk 
assessments of their vessels.

The insurer wants its 400 members to take a more hands 
on role in the risk management process and believes that 
the scheme will result in a fall in the number of major 
incidents.

Initially the club will provide self-assessment facilities for 
up to 20 members, whose crews will score the effectiveness 
of 450 shipboard controls from 1 to 5.

According to Loss Prevention Director Karl Lumbers, 
“We hope the self-assessment scheme will enable 
participating members to harness the wide experience 
gained by the club in many years of claims handling to the 
benefit of their own businesses. Additionally, we believe 
members will find that this practical and simple system 
will encourage crewmembers to take more pride in their 
professionalism and their ships.”

With crew being so busy where will they get time to do 
this? Is this any difference from any other audit? Even if 
they manage to do it, what do you reckon, will it work? 

The rescue of all persons in distress at sea – including 
illegal migrants – is an obligation under international 
maritime law, as well as being a long established 
humanitarian duty.
 
Commercial ship operators are involved on a daily basis 
in the rescue of refugees at sea in the Mediterranean.

Whatever may be decided by policy makers in EU 
Member States, the legal and humanitarian obligation of 
merchant ships to provide assistance to anyone in distress 
at sea will remain unchanged.

Some European Union Ministers have expressed 
concerns that search and rescue operations have acted as 
a ‘pull factor’ for illegal migration, encouraging people to 
make dangerous crossings in the expectation of rescue. 

Merchant ships are legally required to rescue persons 
in distress at sea by the UN International Maritime 
Organization’s Safety of Life at Sea Convention (SOLAS), 
to which virtually every maritime nation is a Party.

Under SOLAS, and the International Convention on 
Maritime Search and Rescue, the obligation of the 
ship Master to render assistance is complemented by a 
corresponding obligation of IMO Member States to co-
operate in rescue situations, thereby relieving the Master 
of the responsibility to care for survivors, and allowing 
individuals who are rescued at sea in such circumstances 
to be delivered promptly to a place of safety.

Shouldn’t we stick to the principals of saving the lives 
at Sea? Should it be allowed to be watered down by the 
publicity seeking politicians?

Rescue of All Persons in Distress at Sea Is a Must
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World’s Largest Container Ship Starts Maiden Voyage
19,100 TEU CSCL Globe, the world’s largest container ship 
embarked on its maiden voyage from Tianjin Port, China.

Measuring 400.0 m in length, 58.6 m in width and 30.5 m in 
depth, the vessel is as large as four soccer fields, and will be 
deployed on the Asia-Europe trade loop.

The CSCL Globe will feature a 77,200 bhp electronically 
controlled main engine to enhance fuel efficiency by 
automatically controlling fuel consumption depending on 
the ship’s speed and sea conditions.

With the installation of the high efficiency engine, the 
container ship will burn 20 percent less fuel per TEU in 
comparison with the 10,000 TEU containerships.

Are the ports geared to accommodate these giants? 

Loading and unloading of these vessels surly must be a 
nightmare for a C/O and the master. Will the operators/
charterers will make available port masters/loading 
masters/planners to assist with loading and unloading of 
containers in various ports? 

If not are they waiting for a disaster to happen (especially 
with DG containers)?

United Nations’ International Maritime Organization 
(IMO) has launched a number of initiatives for eliminating 
paperwork and reducing the administrative burdens 
imposed on global shipping.

The consultation revealed that while the majority of the 
(182) administrative requirements perceived as burdensome 
were still necessary, proportionate and relevant, it is often 
the accumulation of requirements that represents a burden 
and this is an important issue IMO needs to address.

24% of the administrative burden could be reduced by using 
forms of electronic reporting or notification. The figure was 
14% with regard to the shipboard carriage of certificates and 

similar documents, for which electronic versions should be 
acceptable.

The aim is to make it easier for seafarers, shipowners 
and maritime administrations to meet the regulations 
and requirements deriving, inter alia, from international 
conventions.

It is expected that, at the Assembly to be held in 2015, the 
IMO will set a clear goal for the application of digital media 
on a par with paper.

This means that a considerable part of the administrative 
work on board ships will be digitalised.

Global Shipping Going Digital

Simulator to replace Sea time
The UK’s Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MVA) will 
resist pressure for seafarer training to embrace greater use 
of simulations technology at the expense of time at sea.

Despite recent progress in simulation technology – the 
agency remains “very skeptical of initiatives to reduce 
sea time any further”. It is acknowledged that the aviation 
industry has taken simulation to “huge lengths” and that 
the quality of simulation is “extraordinarily high now” but 
one can argue that experience at sea remains a vital element 
of seafarer training. People have got to amass the visceral 
experience of what the sea is actually like. 

There is growing evidence of problems with electronic 
navigation systems, including training shortcomings.

Would you agree with the Coastguard assertion? Can 
we compare aviation with maritime when it comes to 
training of the officers? Do we really need 12 months to 
experience what sea life actually like?

Capt Reza R. Vind
Branch Master
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WA Branch COMMA 
General Meeting Minutes

28th January 2015

This meeting was held at the Flying Angel Club Fremantle. The meeting was opened at 1840 by Captain Vind Branch 
Master.

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
As per the attendance sheet there were 26 members and 5 guests present.

APOLOGIES: 
Apologies were received from 16 members.

MINUTES OF THE LAST GENERAL MEETING:
These had been circulated in Points West – no issues were raised and acceptance of the minutes was moved by Dave 
Heppingstone and seconded by Bill Prins

This branch Master made comment on the fact that this meeting was being conducted in the refurbished room and on 
how the possibility now existed to expand the membership dinner size. The room is very good.

TREASURERS REPORT
The treasurers report was as  per the Court Report with an opening balance of $22,754.41 and a closing balance of 
$38,732.66

REGISTRARS  REPORT
The Registrar read out new applications from

Thomas MacAulay – Melbourne
Vikas Baniga WA
J. Smith WA
B . Barbour Mel
S. Davey WA

A full explanation of the Friends category for members over the age of 81 was provided.

Total Membership 142

FEDERAL REPORT
Congress 2015 – so far;

•	 Draft agenda
•	 Sponsorship Targets being met
•	 Registrations need to improve as at this stage not a lot of confirmed delegates
•	 List of Speakers finalized.

As Allan Gray had given the above report a discussion took place on the timing of World maritime day – the end of 
October beginning November is favoured due to more favourable weather. Some expressions of interest have already 
been received for the next WMD.

The careers day will also be held again.
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(General business cont.)

Federal Court meeting next week.

The book on the history of the Company has still not been finalized and the federal secretary is pursuing this.

The federal secretary is also writing to the new WA Governor – Kerry Sanderson – to congratulate her on her 
appointment.

SOCIAL SECRETARY
Captain Moran reminded members of the dinner dance on February 28 as numbers need to improve for this as well.

GENERAL BUSINESS
The centenary ANZAC day at Albany we now have
•	 Calendar of events
•	 No formal invitation yet
•	 Members wishing to attend to contact either Reza Vind or Steve Harris.

The Registrar wishes to step down at the end of this term so we need a long term replacement for this position. Please 
consider it.

The Branch Master reported on the decision to pay for the first meal of a guest out of Branch funds.

Membership certificate presented to Graham Davey by Paddy Eveligh – welcome Graham

Seatime issues were discussed – specifically the lack of training berths 

Revalidation was discussed and will be causing further discussion due to the new requirements.

There was no other business and the meeting closed at 1935.

	 Saturday 25th April | Flying Angels Club | From 1730

NEXT BRANCH MEETING 
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 Leeuwin team  9430 4105  ceo@sailleeuwin.com
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