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From the Branch Master 

 

   
Welcome to the August edition of Points West. The July General Meeting took place on Wednesday 30 July 
with some 38 attendants. 
 
The guest speaker was Mr Edwin van Waas. Edwin is currently Senior Manager for Wärtsilä Services, based 
at the Henderson office in Perth, WA. He has been with Wärtsilä since 2005 in a variety of roles, including 
Field Service Coordinator and Technical Sales Support. Edwin’s educational background is in mechanical sys-
tems and mechanical engineering from Nederlands luchtvaartcollege and Hogeschool van Utrecht in Holland, 
his native country. Edwin started his career with IHC Holland Dredgers, before moving to Techno Fysica, 
eventually joining Wärtsilä. 
Edwin talked about the benefits of LNG on all vessels in general and in Offshore Support Vessels in particular.  
 
His discussion generated a lot of interest from the floor and the benefits along with the challenges in respect 
of facilities and infrastructure, or lack of thereof, were hotly debated.  
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Edwin argued that given the importance of LNG in combating the cost and 
the emergence of the real concerns for global warming and the environment 
on the planet, it seems inevitable that the ships will embrace LNG as a long 
term viable source of energy thus forcing the governments and the industry 
players to speed up the building of the necessary infrastructure.   
 

Fremantle Legacy Club 
 
Capt David Clarke attended the cocktail party on behalf of the Branch Mas-
ter who was invited by the Fremantle Legacy Club. 
CoMMA WA Branch is a supporter of the Legacy Club. 
Capt Clarke advised the meeting of his experience and the importance of 
the Legacy Club including the excellent jobs that the Club undertakes in 
supporting the family and particularly the children of the fallen army and 
Navy personnel. 
CoMMA WA Branch endeavors to raise the profile of the Merchant Navy 
and ensuring that fallen merchant navy personnel and their families are ap-
propriately recognized and supported. 
 

         ...cont 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

From the Branch Master (cont’d…) 
 
Acceptance of foreign masters into the CoMMA membership 
 
The Branch Master discussed the recent requests from some foreign masters and their desire to join to CoMMA 
membership and put the question to the floor whether it was appropriate for CoMMA to accept such requests. 
After some lively discussion it was agreed that it was not appropriate to recruit a foreign master as an “ordinary 
member” and should encourage them to join to equivalent Master Mariners Association (or IFSMA) in their own 
country. It was, however agreed that we can welcome them to join as an “associate member”. 
 
CoMMA WA Branch Annual Dinner 
 
Subsequent to the huge success of last year’s “Annual Dinner” event and due to strong demand from our mem-
bers, the Social Coordinator, Capt Simon Moran, has been busy looking for a suitable venue with a view to at-
tract as many members as we can to make this event one of the records in the Branch’s history. 
After discussion in the meeting, it was agreed that this event should take place on the last Saturday in February.    
I urge all members to ensure they have penciled this date in their calendar and let the Social Coordinator know 
of your attendance. 
We are in the process of inviting the band for the event so it is not too long before, once again, you will shake 
your legs.  
  
Fremantle Maritime Day 
 
As you would all be aware this year the prestigious Fremantle Maritime day is scheduled for 8 November and it 
is promising to be bigger than ever with presence of Australian Navy and more sponsorship from various compa-
nies as well as the much loved Fremantle regatta. 
The event is dobbed to be Master Mariners event and it is up to us to ensure the success of the day. We are 
fortunate to have Fremantle Ports’ Jane Edwards who works tirelessly to orgnise and coordinate what is a truly a 
mammoth task. 
As I have mentioned at numerous occasions, the Branch will need your strong presence and support as we are 
committed to make this day a day of remembrance for CoMMA and the day that WA will take a note of our or-
ganisation.  
To this end your Court Members are working hard to make the necessary arrangements and work with our part-
ners and sponsors for smooth running of the required tasks. 
I will inform you of the progress that we make and in time will request your assistance which I look forward for 
your enthusiastic response.  (See the poster for this event on Page 7) 
 
Visit to IFAP Centre 
 
On the 28th of May 2014 members of the WA Branch of the Company of Master Mariners visited the Industrial 
Foundation for Accident Prevention (IFAP) Offshore and Maritime Training Centre located in the Port of Freman-
tle, pictured below 
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From the Branch Master (Cont...) 

 
   
 During the WA Branch meeting held in April a discussion took place regarding the safety of life boats.  
The discussion was focused on the unacceptable level of accidents involving life boats.  
The new amendments to the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) that are aimed at 
preventing accidents during life boat launching were discussed. 
The new SOLAS amendments are intended to establish stricter safety standard for life boat release and retrieval 
systems. 
As a result of the discussion, Branch member Mr Mark Small the General Manager for Offshore and Maritime 
Training at IFAP offered to host a visit to the Offshore and Maritime Training Centre. The purpose of the visit 
was to continue the discussions and to get a much closer look at the release and retrieval systems. 
IFAP’s Offshore and Maritime Training Centre has four life boats used for training. A  Harding Survival Craft, a 
Whitaker Survival Craft, a Survival Craft Inspectorate Swing Arm Davit Life Boat and Free Fall life Boat. The two 
Survival Craft inspectorate Life Boats are pictured below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The tour and discussion was lead by IFAP’s Specialist in Life Boat Training Ms Rebecca Benson pictured below 
with WA Branch Master Captain Reza Vind. 
The training aid being demonstrated by Ms Benson is used to provide detailed explanation and instruction on the 
function and use of the life boats release and retrieval systems. 
 

 
 
The visit to IFAP’s Offshore and Maritime training Centre was 
a great success and enjoyed by all that attended. The oppor-
tunity to be able to continue such an important discussion with 
access to a variety of life boats and Specialist in the subject 
was invaluable. Branch Master Reza Vind thanked IFAP for 
making this opportunity possible and for providing such a 
knowledgeable and friendly host.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cont... 
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Other Items: 
 
As usual, if any member has an idea for social events, or business they’d like to bring up, please don’t hesitate 
to contact me at any time rather than waiting specifically for the monthly meeting. 
 
If members’ personal details have changed from those held in CMMA records - address / phone numbers / cur-
rent occupation, etc – please advise Capt Wim van Alebeek so that he can make the necessary updates to rec-
ords. 
 
Biographies, articles, with photographs, are invited for submission to Points West.  Please submit to the Editor 
or Registrar or Secretary who will then forward the items to the Editor for publishing. 
In event that we don’t receive articles from the members voluntarily we will nominate a member to submit a sto-
ry to publish in Points West. 
Warning – Be prepared for the Editor to knock on your door for biographies.  
 
Suggestions are welcomed from anyone wishing to talk on a nautical subject at a Branch Meeting, or with ideas 
for a suitable Guest Speaker. Please contact Capt David Heppingstone, the Deputy Branch Master. 
 
The News and Views 
 
Indian Crewmember has had his foot amputated 

 
A 27-year-old seaman has lost his right leg after catching his foot in ropes while his ship docked at Port Hed-
land. Mohankumar Mahesh Kumar, an Indian national, was working on the Julia N when his foot became tan-
gled in ropes attached to a tugboat. Mr Kumar has spent the past seven months at sea, leaving just a month 
after marrying in his home country. The sole breadwinner in his family, he fears he will be returned to India with-
out a leg, leaving him and his new wife to face an uncertain future. 
The Australian Maritime Safety Authority is investigating.  
Tugboat operator, Teekay Shipping, said it was co-operating with the investigation and extended its sympathies 
to Mr Kumar.  
Are there lessons for us, especially for the members working in pilotage or harbor towage industry? 
 
Three crew members hurt in ship fire 
 
Three foreign crewmen were injured in a fire on a bulk carrier ship at Port Hedland. The fire started about 3pm 
in the engine room of the South Korean- owned MV Marigold, which was berthed at Finucane Island. 
Fire crews flooded the engine room with halon gas and sealed the hatch, while two tugboats were used to sta-
bilise the 24-yearold ship. It is understood two Burmese crewman and a South Korean chief engineer spent a 
night at Hedland Health Campus, where they were treated for burns. 
The South Korean officer and one of the Burmese crewmen were airlifted to the hospital by a BHP helicopter. 
The other Burmese man was admitted to hospital with burns to his hands. Two investigators from the Australian 
Transport Safety Bureau attended the vessel to investigate the incident. 
International Transport Workers Federation co-ordinator Dean Summers said safety was of the utmost im-

portant in a place as busy as Port Hedland.  
 
“The pressure on these workers is enormous and essen-
tially they’re an invisible workforce. “Ships are getting 
bigger all the time, crews are getting smaller and some-
thing’s got to give.” Mr Summers the Burmese and South 
Korean crew were covered by an ITF agreement. 
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Australian Appeals Tribunal Upholds Ship Detention Decision 
 
The Administrative Appeals Tribunal last week affirmed the Australian Maritime Safety Authority’s deten-
tion of a Liberian flagged vessel SCF Yenisei, in Queensland in October 2013.  
The manager of the vessel sought to have the detention of the vessel downgraded at the tribunal, alleging 
the deficiency identified by an AMSA port marine surveyor was not serious enough to warrant detention.  
 AMSA Ship Safety Division General Manager Allan Schwartz said the tribunal decision had affirmed 
AMSA’s decision to detain the vessel, which had sailed to Mackay via Hydrographers Passage from Ka-
wasaki without the appropriate navigational charts.  
 The vessel planned to continue to Brisbane but was detained after the AMSA surveyor identified that the 
vessel was using scanned and printed charts to transit Palm Passage of the Great Barrier Reef Marine 
Park waters.  
 “Having the correct charts to navigate through the Great Barrier Reef, which is notoriously hazardous and 
of high environmental significance, is critical to ensure the safety of the Reef, the ship and its crew,” 
Schwartz said.  
 Schwartz said the tribunal’s decision confirmed that reliance on unofficial charts demonstrated inade-
quate voyage planning under the ships’ safety management system which leaves the ship in an unfit state 
to encounter the ordinary perils of the voyage without posing a threat to the environment.  
 This is the second appeal against an AMSA detention on inappropriate navigational charts in the last two 
years. The tribunal has confirmed the AMSA decision on each occasion.  
 AMSA continues to remind masters and operators of ships coming to Australia that carriage of appropri-
ate navigational charts is critical to safe ship operations and protection of the marine environment.  
 AMSA conducts more than 3000 Port State Control inspections at ports across Australia each year. Last 
year 233 were detained for having serious deficiencies that put ships, lives or the environment at risk.  
 “These inspections are part of AMSA’s mission to ensure safety at sea and environmental protection,” 
Schwartz said. 
 
It seems sad to see that the accountants and non-mariners think themselves as experts and challenge 
not only the good seamanship but the rule set by the world’s maritime body (IMO) and agreed by their 
governments. 
 
Sigma Integrity - Man Overboard  
 
The Sigma Integrity, a crude oil tanker registered in Liberia, issued a distress call about a 41-year-old 
man overboard about 3am Sunday morning.  
Two merchant vessels and an aircraft searched for a man who fell overboard from a bulk carrier 107 nau-
tical miles northwest of Carnarvon. 
Australian Maritime Safety Authority spokesman said The Sigma Integrity, a crude oil tanker registered in 
Liberia, issued a distress call about a 41-year-old man overboard about 3am Sunday morning. 
AMSA issued a general shipping call and two vessels, The Venus and the Vil Atlantic, immediately joined 
the search along with an AMSA Dornier aircraft out of Perth. 
The search terminated after 2 days with no success in locating the missing man. The vessel arrived at 
Fremantle “Oil Refinery Anchorage” where the police attended and carried out the investigation. AMSA 
also boarded the vessel and carried out a PSC inspection. 
 
In recent years we have witnessed many lives last to suicide that stems from the mental health and de-
pression.  
Fremantle Seafarers Welfare Committee is heading this phenomenon and strives to work with the indus-
try experts to alleviate this serious problem. 
I urge the CoMMA members to get involved and assist in any way they can to help the seafarers in need. 
Even if we can save one life out there we have achieved an enormous task. It is not just the life of a sea-
man that we should think of but many lives that depend on that seaman that are also important.   
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Seven News loses Mermaid challenge 
 
THE Federal Court has backed oil and gas services firm Mermaid Marine in a dispute with Seven 
Network over allegations the Perth-based contractor was guilty of “murder and cowardice” by failing 
to rescue a stricken vessel during a 2011 hurricane. 
Seven’s Sunday Night program broadcast what it called an “explosive investigation” in 2012 into 
how the captain of a Mermaid Marine-owned ship “turned his back” on a nearby liftboat, the Trinity 
II, during the deadly storm in the Gulf of Mexico in the US. 
Four crew members of the Trinity II, including 33-year-old Queenslander Aaron Houweling, died 
after drifting at sea for several days.  
Mermaid said the captain of its ship, the Mermaid Vigilance, could not respond to the Trinity II’s 
mayday calls because conditions were so treacherous that he could not turn around without endan-
gering the lives of his 37 passengers and crew. 
Mermaid chief executive Jeff  Weber complained about the segment to the commercial television 
regulator, the Australian Communications and Media Authority, which last year found Seven had 
failed to report many of Mermaid’s views fairly. 
“The omission of MM’s views on these issues materially affects the impression of the incident that is 
conveyed to the ordinary, reasonable viewer,” ACMA found. 
“The failure to represent MM’s viewpoint fairly resulted in viewers being unable to attain a proper 
understanding of the incident, the (vessel’s) involvement in it, the propriety of its crew’s actions, the 
decision that its captain ultimately made and related complexities.” 
Seven then challenged ACMA’s finding in the Federal Court, which last week found the network had 
failed to make out grounds for a judicial review of the regulator’s decision. Judge Lindsay Foster 
said the network had ignored Mermaid’s explanations that were given to the station two weeks be-
fore the show went to air.  
“Seven chose to ignore the detailed explanation provided to it  by MM approximately two weeks be-
fore the broadcast,” he said. 
“It did so at its peril in so far as the requirement to present viewpoints fairly was concerned.” 
After the accident, the families of three of the dead men sued Mermaid, along with vessel owner 
Trinity Liftboats and data services company Geokinetics, for up to $US34 million. 
They claimed the Mermaid Vigilance was serving as a standby vessel — an allegation denied by 
the company — but chose to “cut and run for shelter’’ during the storm rather than respond to calls 
for help.  
Last year, the US National Transport Safety Board found that the probable cause of the accident 
was the failure of Trinity Liftboats and Geokinetics to adequately plan for the risks associated with 
the approaching storm. 
It also found the Trinity II crew members failed to make effective use of the vessel’s lifesaving 
equipment, resulting in their prolonged exposure to the elements while awaiting rescue. 
 
It is known fact that the master has the over-riding authority in whether he/she will be able to en-
gage in rescue operation or not, depending on the risks it poses to his ship and crew. This seems to 
be challenged in this case. 
How important is it for the masters to document any incident that they involve in? 
 
Capt Reza R. Vind 
Branch Master 
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EVENTS AND INFORMATION 

WA Branch Court – 2013 / 14 

Branch Master Captain Reza Vind 9430 2110  reza.vind@amsa.gov.au 

Deputy Branch Master Captain David Heppingstone 9385 4583 dheppo@bigpond.com 
David.Heppingstone@capepreston.com 

IPBM Captain Steve Harris  0412928275  sharris@spopty.com.au 

Hon Secretary Captain Jeff Rogers 0408 930 217 hrjpbk@bigpond.net.au 

Asst Hon Secretary Captain Paddy J M Evelegh 0419 916 567 pevelegh@hotmail.com.au 

Hon Treasurer Captain Mark Small 0417 096 062 msmall@ifap.asn.au 

Branch Registrar Captain Wim van Alebeek 9364 4658 W.vanAlebeek@optusnet.com.au 

Branch Librarian Captain John G Abernethy 9387 4374 Barbara.abernathy@bigpond.com 

Sea-Going Warden TBA   

Social Coordinator Captain Simon Moran 0407 788 133 smoran@fremantlepilots.com.au 

Technical Officer Captain Rajiv Singh 0418 134 941 Rajiv.singh.m@gmail.com 

Technical Officer Captain Jeff Knight 0447 518 855 jeff.knight@farstad.com 

Editor Newsletter Captain Mark Gooderham 0407075265 markgooderham@live.com 

 
 

 

August 27th 2014 Branch Meeting at the Flying Angel Club.  Drinks and nibbles courtesy of 

IFAP from 1730 followed by the usual curry dinner ($16.50 pp) 

  

mailto:pevelegh@hotmail.com.au
mailto:W.vanAlebeek@optusnet.com.au
mailto:Barbara.abernathy@bigpond.com
mailto:smoran@fremantlepilots.com.au
mailto:Rajiv.singh.m@gmail.com
mailto:Nihar.Rai@challenger.wa.edu.au
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Services 
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FREMANTLE VOLUNTEER  
SEA RESCUE 

 

For 35 years Fremantle Sea Rescue has been as-
sisting the boating public.  Our volunteers assist over 

500 vessels each year.  They are ready 24 hours a 
day 7 days a week.  Fremantle Sea Rescue now offers 

a corporate membership for businesses. 
 

Should you wish to donate or enquire about the cor-
porate membership, please contact: 

 

Kerry Fitzgerald on 0414 637 495 
9336 5284 or fax 93367758 
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