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Inside this issue From the Branch Master

Welcome to the April 2015 edition of Points West.

From the Branch Master..1

The March General Meeting took place on Thursday 26 March with some 35
attendants. This meeting was also the Branch’s AGM meeting.The Branch Master,
Branch minutes after noting the attendees and the apologies, declared the existing Court dissolved
and stood down by handing over the chair to Capt Paddy Evelegh. Capt Evelegh read
the nominations for the various positions and asked the floor to vote.

The following positions were unanimously elected:

News and Views

Services

Branch Master — Capt Reza Vind

Deputy BM - Capt Steve Wenban

Hon Secretary — Capt Jeff Rogers

Hon Treasurer - Mr Mark Small

Hon Registrar — Capt Stuart Davey

Asst Secretary — Capt Paddy Evelegh

Asst Registrar — Capt Wim van Alebeek
Liaison Officer — Capt David Heppingstone
Social Coordinator — Capt Ash Karkhanis
Librarian — Capt John Abernethy

Editor - Ms Anne-Marie Archer and Leeuwin team

At this point the AGM was concluded and Capt Reza Vind resumed the chair to continue with the General Meeting. I
want to take the opportunity to thank the previous Court Members for their enthusiastic support and assistance. You've
been truly great and a pleasure to work with.

I also want to take this opportunity to express my sincere appreciation and gratitude to the retiring court members who
has been rock solid by my solid and assisted me in every bit of the way. In particular I want to acknowledge the hard
work and the efforts of Capt Wim van Alebeek who has put so much in this organisation and without whom the Court
wouldn’t have been able to function properly. Capt David Heppingstone, thank you so much for all the assistance and
advise you've provided in between of your heavy work schedule and thanks for being there when it counted.




(from the Brach Master cont.)

My sincere thanks to Capt Simon Moran for his organizational skill to arrange one of the best and memorable Annual
Dinners the WA Branch has experienced. I know how much time and effort it take to find a suitable venue that will
cater to everybody’s taste and then trying to get the members mobilised to register that doesn’t stop till the last moment.
Simon had to retire from the Court due to his retirement from pilotage that he has done for so many years. Simon plans
to catch up with his overseas as well as within Australia travel and spend some time with his family and friend at the
Eastern seaboard of Australia.

I wish Simon a very long, healthy and pleasant retirement.

I thank the attendee and the members for their continuous support and hard work for previous years and offer my
gratitude and heart felt appreciation to the members’ trust once gain to give the opportunity to be at the services of the
members.

I want to reiterate the importance of the Company and while we enjoy each other’s company once a month, by gathering
and sharing stories, the CoOMMA is and should be more than this. I believe the Company owes for the future generation
of the seafarers in general and sea masters in particular. It must be our core objectives to reach the Maritime community,
from the captains of the industry to the regulators and bureaucrats, and do whatever it take to ensure the destiny of the
nation’s maritime industry remains in the hands of the nation’s children.

While I recognise the importance of the family life and busy work schedules, I urge the members to do what they can
to assist the Company to achieve its objectives. It is timely then that I warn the members to be prepared to be tapped on
the shoulders to assist with your expertise and valuable knowledge whenever required.

And finally I wish to acknowledge the generosity of IFAP to provide the members with pre-meeting drinks and nibbles
throughout the year. 'm confident that the members appreciate IFAP’s supports and generous sponsorship and express
their heartfelt thanks in appropriate manner.

Congress 2015

Master Mariners Congress is set to take place in April this
year at Launceston, Tasmania.

Capt Gray advised the attendees that the Company has
managed to master some 50 attendants which may help
to break even. He advised that we may invite some of the

AMC students to attend for free so as to help the students
along and boost the numbers.

I trust those who are attending will enjoy the congress and
will take the opportunity to have a very pleasant time off,
preferably with their families.

ANZAC at Albany

Capt Harris, the organiser of the event, advised that he
is in contact with Albany RSL and the invitation letter
received from them has been responded to.

Atthisstageitappeared thatsome 10-12 members and their
families will attend the services in the “home of ANZAC”,
Albany, and it is understood that the accommodation
problem has been sorted out.

I'm confident the members attending this historic and

memorable event will enjoy immensely and will represent
the Company in appropriate manner.

In the meantime I will attend our traditional ANZAC
commemoration at Fremantle and lay a wreath on behalf
of the members.

I look forward to see those of you who couldn’t make the
trip to Albany, at Fremantle for down services.
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Acknowledgement of the Sponsors

It was decided that it was appropriate to invite our biggest
sponsors for the Branches important meeting, the AGM,
and formally acknowledge and appreciate their generosity
and support for the Company’s Fremantle Maritime Day
since its inception.

It must be noted and acknowledged the hard work and
effort that then the Branch Master, Capt Allan Gray and
the Deputy Branch Master, Capt David Heppingstone,
with the assistance of the tower of power and strength,
Jane Edwards put in making the event a pride of the WA
and Fremantle envy of all other Ports nationally and
internationally.

On behalf of the Branch I acknowledged this hard work
wouldn’t have come to fruition without our most valuable
and generous sponsors.

Svitzer Australia, Fremantle office, was at hand to support
the movement by giving generously followed by Total
AMS from the following years.

I presented Luke Bettesworth from Svitzer and Grant
McCleary from TAMS with CoMMA plaques and
Certificates of Appreciation for being long term supporters
of Maritime Day.

I also thanked them both for their ongoing support
and look forward for many years of working with both
companies and their unwavering sponsorship.

World Maritime Day and the Careers Day

As youd all know the Fremantle World Maritime day is
set to be held on 31 October.

The event is set to be another huge success, with a range
of new and exciting activities already being planned and
we hope to build on last year’s overwhelming attendance.
The theme of the event will be “Education and Training”
in line with world maritime day activities around the
globe.

It was estimated that around 15,000 plus attended the event
in 2014. Maritime Day is a great way to promote your
organisation to the public and other maritime community.
We have already received registrations and the places are
filling up quick, so if you are interested in exhibiting or
providing an activity this year please let Jane Edwards or

me know as soon as possible. Once again we are offering
two complimentary tickets to our celebration event with
each exhibition space. We also have some outside spaces
available in addition to those located inside. There are
also a variety of sponsorship opportunities available.
Please contact Jane for further information.

We have also identified training institutes and other
maritime organisations to avail themselves for the
Maritime Careers day to be held on Wednesday 28
October.

As mentioned before this year we are targeting the school
kids to attend and the event will be hands on experience
for the youngsters.

Membership fees

I would ask all members please don’t forget to inform the
Registrar or myself of any changes in your contact details
including your home address. This will ensure that we get
the necessary messages to you in timely manner.

Can I also take this opportunity to gently remind those
members who haven't paid yet, to ensure that they pay
their annual membership fees as soon as possible.

I really appreciate your cooperation in this matter as it
becomes very time consuming matter trying to find out
if a member has received their notice or not and whether
they have forgotten to pay their fee in timely fashion.
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News and
Views

Maersk Garonne Grounded in Fremantle

Maersk box ship grounded and refloated in Fremantle.
Tugs pulled container ship Maersk Garonne (IMO
9235579) free after it had lost power and ran aground
while entering the Fremantle inner harbour.

It appeared that vessel was waiting for the tug to arrive
and there was no adequate monitoring of her progress.
The vessel was grounded while a pilot on board.

No injuries or damage to the 4318 teu, 700-reefer plug
vessel have been suggested from initial reports.

The twin deck vessel was stuck in soft sand about 500
metres off South Mole at around 5am on February 28.
Tugs were subsequently used to manoeuvre the 2003-built
Denmark flagged vessel free after some three hours.

The vessel’s classification Society attended the vessel
and verified her seaworthiness. The class didn't find any

serious damage.

The vessel was assessed by the Australian Maritime Safety
Authority (AMSA) and on the basis of the class findings
she was allowed to continue her voyage. A full investigation
of the incident was carried out by authorities.

Apparently this is the vessel’s first casualty. The boxship
has been inspected 53 times and detained three times for
multiple deficiencies.

Is this the typical “let go your hair, pilot is on board and
will take the charge?

Why the crew of the vessel wasn’t monitoring the progress
of the vessel? What is the pilot’s role in such situation?

Is it the typical scenario where the master think the pilot
has the situation on control and pilot think it the master’s
job to let him know if something is wrong?

Seafarers injured by load spreader at Port Hedland

Two men were injured by a load spreader onboard heavylift
vessel, Happy Buccaneer at Port Hedland.

The ATSB said the Netherlands flagged vessel was alongside the
Roy Hill wharf in Port Hedland and the crew was moving a stack
of four load spreaders (1.5 tonne steel pads placed under heavy
cargoes) into the cargo hold using the ship’s crane.

“Two crew members disconnected the slings from the stack and
the slings were then being lifted clear by the crane”

Roy Hill spokeswoman said “the incident occurred as the
crewman were undertaking ship related activities” while the vessel
was moored at Roy Hill’s facility. “The authority, jurisdiction and
command and control for activities being undertaken at the time
of the incident reside with the ship’s master,” she said.

The two men, who suffered serious leg injuries, were taken by
ambulance to Port Hedland Hospital and are understood to be
in a stable condition.

One of the seafarers later was released and repatriated to his
home country, Philippines, for further medical care.
The other a Portuguese national, was rushed to Perth Hospital

where his leg was amputated. He remains in hospital under the
medical care and the company has arranged for his wife to join
him in the hospital.

It is understood that the ship operators are looking after the
injured crew appropriately.

The accident is the latest in a number of onboard incidents at
Port Hedland over the past 12 months. Last year an engine fire at
an ore carrier moored at a BHP Billiton berth resulted in injuries
to several crewmen. In a separate accident an Indian seaman lost
a leg after becoming tangled in ropes attached to a tugboat.

Why so any accidents while so much talk about OH&S and
human factors? Is it because of the demands from various bodies
such as the ship operators, charterers, terminal operators, the
port officials, the agents, the pilots, the surveyors etc.? What will
it take to get the message to the parties:

1- back off putting so much pressure and unreasonable demand;
2- the crew of ships must accept responsibility for their own
safety and wellbeing; and

3- the regulators to put in place appropriate preventative
measures to address and reduce incidents in real term.
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Poor watchkeeping led to fatal dredger collision

The chief mate of a dredger involved in a fatal collision off
eastern England last year has received a six-month prison
sentence suspended for 18 months.

On 8 June, Gerardus Chapel was on the bridge of Royal
Boskalis Westminster’s trailing suction hopper dredger
Shoreway. The vessel had just finished dredging and was
heading out to sea to dump spoil from quay extension work
at the Hutchison Ports-owned Port of Felixstowe, in Suffolk.
Sailing in the opposite direction, in a channel used by leisure
craft, was a yacht, Orca, owned by Peter and Bernadine
Ingram.

The prosecutor Mark Watson said, “There came a stage
where it [Shoreway] changed course slightly from the
deepwater channel and proceeded south into an area known
to be frequented by sailing yachts, especially at the weekend?”

The 5,005 gt dredger hit the 9 m yacht head-on, and its
anchor gouged a large hole in the boat’s starboard side. Orca

sank immediately, and although Peter Ingram and a dog
swam clear, Bernadine Ingram was trapped in the galley.
Her body was recovered the following day.

The Maritime & Coastguard Agency (MCA) reported that
when he was interviewed by officers after the accident,
Chapel admitted that he did not see the yacht, despite
“excellent visibility” and fine weather at the time.

He pleaded guilty to “conduct endangering ships, structures
or individuals. The judge said, “His failure to keep a proper
watch caused Mrs Ingram’s death.”

How many times we hear of problems with “look out”
and not using all means to prevent collision? It is not
clear what the crew of the leisure craft was doing at the
time and why couldn’t they prevent the incident? Should
there be more emphasis on training of fishing vessel and
leisure craft skippers?

Change at last on shippers’ liability

Six years ago the cyclone-damaged Pacific Adventurer caused a
major oil spill along about 60 kilometres of southern Queensland
coast. The clean-up costs were about $34 million.

But under international maritime protocols, the liability of the
owners of the Hong Kong-registered bulk carrier was limited to
$17.5 million.

Recently following long negotiations with the International
Maritime Organisation, a bill substantially raising liability limits

- the exact amounts depending on the size of the ship - passed
parliament’s lower house.

Labor’s Anthony Albanese, who was transport minister at the
time, said the change was a direct result of the spill.

The government had the balance right, raising the liability, but
not so high it would seriously affect shipowners’ insurance, he
said.
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Australia spells out ship bans

The Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) has released
a Marine Order detailing its ‘three strikes and you're out” policy
for ships breaching international safety and labour standards.

‘Directions and refusal of access to Australian ports details
AMSASs newfound powers under the Navigation Act 2012.

AMSA may refuse a ship access to Australian ports if it has a
poor port state control (PSC) record or there are concerns about
its vessel operator.

The notice warns shipowners of a three-month ban on a vessel
if it returns to Australia without carrying out corrective action
required after having three detentions in the past two years.

Vessels that have been barred for three months, then return only
to be detained again within two years are banned for a further 12
months.

If still found to breach safety and labour laws upon return,
AMSA may refuse a vessel entry to Australian ports for a further
two years.

The notice highlights wages, crew welfare, fatigue management,
and unsound navigation practices, especially while transiting the
Great Barrier Reef as issues leading to detentions and bans.

Vessels breaching Australian legislation or with substandard
vessel operator management system that poses “a significant
risk to the welfare of seafarers, their safety, or Australias marine
environment” can also be expelled from Australian waters.

“A direction resulting from a new detention in Australia will
generally have effect as soon as the vessel leaves the Australian
port or anchorage following the clearance of the latest detainable

deficiency; the notice details.

AMSA, however, says it may allow the vessel access to a
specific port in the event of force majeure or overriding safety
considerations.

“Specific requirements may be imposed on the owner,
operator, or the master of the ship to ensure safe entry in those
circumstances, it says.

Ship management companies or operators are also under the
microscope.

“When considering vessel performance, AMSA will also look at
the performance of the company as a whole,” the notice states.

When the standards of some vessels under an operator are so
poor as to cast significant doubt on the standards of other vessels
managed by the same company, AMSA may also consider
barring other ships in its fleet.

To date, four vessels have been banned from Australian ports -
three for three months each (Vega Auriga, Territory Trader, and
Meratus Sangatta) and one repeat offender, Red Rover, for 12
months.

Is the action appropriate and will it be effective? Will this may
cause higher charter rates thus more expensive for consumers?
Should the authority think about the commercial impact of its
actions or should it concentrate on safety of persons and the
environment?

Capt Reza R. Vind
Branch Master




Modemn and traditional fibre in the Maritime industry

“Modern and traditional fibre in the Maritime industry” that was
the name of the presentation given on Wednesday 25th of March
by Robert Underhill, Sales Maritime & Offshore and Marcel
Vos, Branch Manager Lankhorst Euronete Australia (Western
Australia) at the Master Mariners meeting in Fremantle.

The Company of Master Mariners of Australia is an association
established to promote the interests and status of the Merchant
Navy generally and of Master Mariners in particular.

The presentation was well attended and has generated a good
deal of interest among the mariners. Our audience were able
experience for themselves the strength and good quality of our
ropes, and in so doing appreciate the application of our fibre
technology in their business.

For more information on our ropes call Lankhorst Euronete
Australia on 08 9437 4149, email: sales@leaustralia.com.au and
website www.leaustralia.com.au

Lankhorst| Euronete Australia

A WireCo®™ World@Eroup Brand

Modern & Traditional Fibre In the Maritime Industry

Robert Underhill
Marcel Vos

Fremantle Fehruary 2015




WA Branch COMMA
General Meeting Minutes
25th February 2015

This meeting was held at the Flying Angel Club Fremantle. Meeting opened at 1820 by Captain S Harris — Past Branch
Master as Chair.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
As per the attendance list there were 28 members and 6 guests present.

APOLOGIES:
Apologies had been received from 17 members.

MINUTES OF THE LAST GENERAL MEETING:

These had been published in Points West

Acceptance of the minutes was moved by Bill Prins and seconded by Kenny Polson.
There was no business raised from the minutes.

TREASURERS REPORT
Due to a prior engagement affecting the Treasurer the report was presented by the Branch Registrar.

It showed an opening balance of $38,732.66 and a closing balance of $42,808.97 with the majority of the income being
membership fees.

REGISTRARS REPORT
There have been 2 new applicants Ashutosh Karkhanis - Ordinary WA which is awaiting endorsement and Richard
Lewis Rouse Ordinary Sydney.

Some membership application have been approved

NEXT BRANCH MEETING
Wednesday 29th April | Flying Angels Club | From 1730




WA Branch Court- 2013 / 14
Branch Master Captain Reza Vind 8430 2110 reza.vind (@ amsa.gov.au
Deputy Branch Master Captain David Heppingstone | 9385 4583 dheppo@ bigpand.com

David. Heppingstoned@capepreston.com

IPEM Captain Steve Harris 0412928275 sharris@spopty. com.au
Hom Secretary Captain Jeff Rogers 0408 930 217 | hripbk@&bigpond.net.au
Asst Hon Secretary Captain Paddy | Evelegh 412916 567 pevelagh®hotmail.com.au
Hon Treasurer Captain Mark Small 0417 096 062 | msmall@ifap.asn.au
Branch Registrar Captain Wim van Alebeck 0364 4658 W.vanAlebeek@optusnet.com.au
Branch Librarian Captain John G Abernethy S387 4374 Barbara.abernathy @bigpond.com
Sea-Going Warden TEA
Social Coordinator Captain Simon Moran 0407 788 133 | smoran@fremantiepilots.com.au
Technical Officer Captain Rajiv Singh 0418 134 941 | Rajv.singh.m@gmail.com
Technical Officer Captain Jefi Knight 0447 518 855 | jeff.knight@farstad.com
Editor Mewsletter Leeuwin team 9430 4105 ceo@sailleeuwin.com
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WA MARITIME TRAINING CENTRE = FREMAMTLE
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FREMANTLE VOLUNTEER
SEA RESCUE

For 35 years Fremantle 5¢a Rescue has been as-
sisting the boating public. Our volunteers assist over
SO0 vessels each year., They are ready 24 hours a
day 7 days a week, Fremanthe Sea Rescue now offers
a corparate membership for businesses,

Ehould you with to donate or enguire about the cor-
porate membership, please contact:

Kerry Fitzgerald on 0414 637 495
9336 5284 or fax 93367758




Offshore
Safety Solutions

Build your career to

its full potential with
|FAP s face to face
quality training

Nationally & Internationally recognised training courses include:

> STCW Continued Competence > TBOSIET & BOSIET
{Certificate of Safety Training) (OPITO Accredited, including HUET)
> STCW Continued Competence > TFOET & FOET
(Deck/Enegineer Officers & Chief (OPITO Accredited, including HUET)
Integrated Ratings) > Safety & Health Representative
» STCW Continued Competence (Oil & Cas Industry) &
(Certificate of Proficiency of Rating (Maritime Industry)
Deck & Engine) > Lifeboat Operator
= STCW - Proficiency in Survival Craft (Single Davit, Twin Davit, Free Fall &
& Rescue Boats Other than Fast Rescue Swing Arm)
Boats > Ship Security Officer

> STCW - Proficiency in Fast Rescue Boats - Ship Security Awareness Training
> CS5TP - Common Safety Training Program
> S5CP - Safe Supervisor Competence

Program Observer

> Person with Designated Security Duties ))I F A P

Saler Healthier Workplates

I — W\ www.ifap.asn.au
+618 9333 9999




Be part of the 7th Maritime Day
at Victoria Quay on 31 October

Over the past six years, tens of thousands of people have come to the annual,
free Maritime Day celebrations on Fremantle Ports’ Victoria Quay
Exhibition space for this year’s

Australian Maritime College  event on 31 October is available

now, including two tickets to
Are you using the right the official cocktail reception.

WHF marine radio channel?

Maritime Day expo celebrates the
maritime industry in the working
Port of Fremantle, and provides

information about maritime careers

and education. It offers visitors the
chance to talk to representatives
from companies involved in the
maritime industry.

The theme this year is education
and training.

There will be up to 40 information
spaces in B Shed, naval craft and
tugs for visitors to explore, free
harbour rides, free entertainment
and great food.

To be a part of this vibrant,
successful day, contact
Jane Edwards on
9430 3373 or email:

Jane.Edwards@fremantleports.
com.au

_———ﬁ
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