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Branch Masters Report        
 
Zubin Bhada on behalf of Capt Eric Barron 

 
A/Branch Master 
 

 
    

 
Branch Master’s Report – May 2024 

 
On behalf of the Branch, please find below the Branch Master’s report for May 2024. This month we 
held our standard COMMA monthly court and general meetings at the FAC Club, Fremantle as a 
face-to-face session including the HYBRID TEAMS online meeting. 

  
Branch Court 
The Court meeting was held on 29th May 2024 at FAC premises. The face-to-face meeting followed 
the standard format whilst the Branch Sec’y took down minutes. 

o Review of Last Minutes – Acting BM thanked the court for their attendance (Last Meeting Apr’2024). 
o Acting BM provided an update from the recent federal court meeting. 
o Review of Registrar’s report / Review of Secretary’s report / Review of Treasurer’s Report  
o Update from WA Branch Secretary – Correspondence from last month/new applications etc. 
o Update from WA Branch Treasurer and how we are progressing with membership fees.  
o Business Arising from Previous minutes followed by any Other Business. 

 

BM Update 
Congratulations to the new Branch court where we have a few new faces and some who just moved 
roles within the court team. Below is our current status of COMMA WA Court Team. Members are 
encouraged to come along and support the court team whenever they can.  

 

Tittle Status 

Branch Master Capt. Eric Barron has taken over as BM, however, is on vacation till end June 2024. In the interim 
Capt. Zubin Bhada will be supporting the court as Acting BM in a ‘caretaker role’ until Eric’s return. 

Capt Zubin Bhada stepped down as BM after 5 years and the court duly appreciate the hard yards put in 
over the years to keep the WA Branch the most active and live through the COVID periods. 

Deputy BM Capt Suraj Joshi now actively participating as Deputy BM – supporting the court and managing the 
high quality of keynote speakers. 

Treasurer Capt. Mani Bajwa now fully taken over the reign as Branch Treasurer.  

Capt Raul Pereira the past treasurer stepped down at the AGM, a fantastic job done by Raul in keeping 
our accounts and funds up to date and in order. Big thankyou to Raul. 

Registrar Capt. David Kenny now fully taken over the Branch Registrar role and supporting the court with regular 
correspondences issued to the membership. 

A big thankyou to Eric for keeping our WA records on track. 

Secretary Capt Peter Bartlett remains Sec’y (5 years in the making). Thankyou Peter for supporting the court as 
Sec’y. 

Social Coordinator Capt Steve Harris remains as our Social Co-ordinator. Thankyou Steve. 

Points West Editor Mark Beal continues to provide us his invaluable support in pulling together the Points West Newsletter 
every single month which is issued to our membership. A big thankyou to Mark. 

FPA Liaison Officer Capt. David Heppingstone remains as our FPA Liaison officer. Dave will continue supporting the court 
and more recently will support the WMD activities. 

Fed Registrar Fed court has requested if this role is taken up by someone in WA. The position was discussed – there 
were no immediate volunteers.   
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➢ News from FAC:  
FAC staff under leadership of Jimmy Khamassi will continue to support our monthly COMMA-
WA session at FAC. There will be a session cost each time we utilise the FAC premises for our 
monthly court & general meetings. Our monthly curry dinners are provided by ZAB Curry House 
with the management of pick up and setup being done by FAC staff. The food so far has been 
really tasty with good feedback received from the members. Based on number of attendees the 
rate per plate may vary, based on number of attendees for each session. 

 

➢ General Meeting 
The General meeting for month of May 2024 was attended by 19 members including guest 
speaker and no online members via TEAMS. Our keynote speaker was Lt. Ramon C Sarmiento 
- Lead Instructor, Submarine Training and Systems Centre who spoke to us on Unclassified 
overview of the Collins Class Submarine and Life aboard whilst at sea. 
 

 
   
The session followed the usual process/format at the FAC Club 

o We had Acting BM (Capt. Zubin Bhada) who setup the TEAMs meeting and conducted the general 
session and the keynote speaker session via TEAMS. However no one dialled in for online 
TEAMS session. 

o Review of Registrar’s report / Review of Secretary’s report / Review of Treasurer’s Report  
o Business Arising from Previous minutes followed by any Other Business.  

 

General News 
Based on attendance, and now using the FAC facility, we can see members attending our monthly 
sessions either via TEAMS (online) or face-to-face at FAC, Fremantle. We encourage more 
members to please attend these sessions and thank those who attend and support the branch.  

 
• Our next session will be the 26tf June at FAC club, which will be the usual COMMA monthly session and 

also have a TEAMS online invite available. (continue with improving the HYBRID model for these sessions). 

• Our total membership now stands at 125, still needs improvement in numbers. However, we can say 
confidently that the WA branch is the biggest and most active branch in Australia. 

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov

Members 26 18 18 13 18

Guests 4 1 2 1 1

Dining 26 15 18 10 17

On Line 4 2 0 2 0

Total Attendance 34 21 20 16 19 0 0 0 0 0 0
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Lt. Ramon C Sarmiento giving his talk to the members 

- May 2024 

 
COMMA Members helping themselves to the Indian 
curry dinner before the speaker session – May 2024 

About our speaker: 
Lt. Ramon C Sarmiento - Lead Instructor, Submarine Training and Systems Centre, 
spoke to us on the “ Unclassified overview of the Collins Class Submarine and Life 
aboard whilst at sea”.  
Prior to his career with the Royal Australian Navy, Ramon, graduated from 
Queensland University of Technology with a Bachelor of Civil Engineering, working 
within the industry for 7 years in both design and construction. 
Ramon commenced his career with the Royal Australian Navy in July 2016, 
Graduating from Officer Training in December of that year. 
Commenced Navigation training in January 2017, posting to various Warships as the 
ESPS Cristobal Colon (Spanish Navy, DDG), HMAS Mermaid and HMAS Shepparton 
(both Survey motor launches, Cairns), and HMAS Toowoomba (FFH, based at Fleet 
Base West). 
Ramon was awarded the Bridge Warfare Certificate (BWC) in December of 2019, 
prior to commencing his Submarine Career in January the following year at HMAS 
Stirling. 
Completed Submarine training ashore at the Submarine school on Garden Island and 
at sea aboard HMAS Farncomb and HMAS Collins and was awarded Dolphins 
(Submariner Qualification) in July of 2021. 
Since Qualification Ramon has served with HMAS Waller, and at the Submarine 
Operations Centre in Canberra. 
Currently serving as an instructor at the Submarine School, teaching Junior Officers 
how to execute their role in the Control Room aboard a Collins Class Submarine. 
Ramon spoke to the membership giving all an insight into the Collins class 
submarines and life on board the vessel whilst at sea. 

 
 

                                    

           
Deputy BM Capt Suraj Joshi handed over a small token to keynote speaker Lt. Ramon C Sarmiento. 

 
Points West 
Our in-house newsletter “Points West” continues to grow and deliver exceptional quality articles 
and information for our members. A big thankyou to Mark Beal who continues to provide us a quality 
newsletter every month. Please do send in articles and/or stories that we can share with our 
membership.  
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Look Ahead for 2024: 
 

Month Keynote Speaker / Activity Topic 
Jan-2024 Capt Ashish Malik  

(Acting Principal AMSA, Perth, WA) 

 
Combined session – NIWA & COMMA 

Topic covering: 
AMSA 2023 stat and case study on PSC 
A brief about AMAS 18 / 19 
A snapshot of “Lithium-Ion Batteries and the Challenger 
for Shipping” 

 

Feb-2024 Paul MacGillivary  
Member, Nautical Institute 
Member, Bunbury Port Community Consultation Committee 
(now retired) 

 

Topic – Mercy Ships 

Mar 2024 AGM Session Maritime Interest Open floor Discussions: 

• Baltimore Hbr. Incident 

• Microsoft Defender scam 

Apr-2024 Zane Patience (Marine Sup’t – Jetwave) Jetwave Marine supporting the Marine 
Industry in WA. 

May-2024 LEUT Ramon C Sarmiento  
Lead Instructor, Submarine Training and 
Systems Centre. 

Topic Covering: 
Unclassified overview of the Collins 
Class Submarine and Life aboard 
whilst at sea. 

Jun-2024 Ms Nayan France 
P and I Club representative 

Topic Covering: 
P&I Statistics and General overview 

Jul-2024 Combined session – NIWA & COMMA 
Capt Nihar Rai (TAFE and RAN) 

 
RAN - Maritime Trade Operations 

Aug-2024 Capt Rory Main Fremantle Pilots, Fremantle Ship 
Simulator 

Sep-2024 Mark Cassey  
Senior Staff Subsea Engineer Barossa Pre-Operations 
Subsea Infrastructure, Marine & Mooring Technical Authority 
(TA1) from SANTOS 

Topic – Subsea Marine Innovation and 
technology or something similar 

05-Oct-2024 Annual Dinner Event – COMMA+NIWA Claremont Yacht Club 

30-Oct-2024 Ashwin Nair -  HSW Legal deal for MV Dali (Baltimore) 

02 Nov-2024 World Maritime Day - Fremantle  

Nov-2024 Paul MacGillivary  
Member, Nautical Institute 
Member, Bunbury Port Community Consultation Committee 

(now retired) 

 

Working offshore in the Canadian 
Arctic in the 1980 

Dec-2024 NO Session  

 
 
 
Thanks for all those members who make it a point to attend our monthly sessions and interact with 
other members over a glass of wine and a nice sit-down Indian Curry. Going forward we will try and 
continue with hybrid meetings whilst we finalise the IT gear required to continue with such formats. 
I hope we see more members join in via TEAMS to participate online with our monthly sessions 
going forward.  
 
 
 
Capt. Zubin Bhada (FNI, MBA)   
Acting Branch Master on behalf of BM (Capt. Eric Barron) 

 
 

End of Report 
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NEWS AND VIEWS 
 
ANZAC DAY GIN GIN ARTICLE: 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO ROYCE SPENCER FOR PROVIDING THE LAST MONTHS GIN 
GIN ANZAC DAY PRESENTATION ARTICLE 

 
REACTION: shipping industry calls for action following attacks on 
the ships Tutor and Verbena 
 
By Shipping Australia 
 

Leaders of the shipping industry have condemned the attacks on innocent seafarers and ships 
transiting the Red Sea in the wake of the attacks on the Tutor (IMO 9942627) and the Verbena 
(IMO 9522075), 
 
Spare no effort  
IMO Secretary-General Arsenio Dominguez said: “Once again, I am appalled at the fact that 
seafarers going about their work continue to be targeted and injured. I am truly saddened to learn 
that one crew member is currently unaccounted for on merchant vessel TUTOR, following an 
attack on the ship in the Red Sea. My thoughts and those of IMO, are with the family of the crew 
member. I strongly condemn any type of attack against international shipping, regardless of its 
motivation or cause. I demand all governments and relevant organizations to provide maximum 
assistance to seafarers affected, and to spare no effort in finding a resolution to this crisis. This 
situation cannot go on. Everybody is going to feel the negative effect if international shipping is not 
able to trade as normal. But our commitment is, above all, safeguarding the safety of all 
seafarers.” 
 
Industry associations condemn 
A coalition of international shipping industry associations released a statement condemning the 
attacks. 
“We utterly condemn these assaults, which directly contravene the fundamental principle of 
navigation. Our thoughts and condolences go to the family and loved ones of the seafarer who 
tragically lost their life. It is deplorable that innocent seafarers are being attacked while simply 
performing their jobs, vital jobs which keep the world warm, fed, and clothed,” the statement reads. 
“This is an unacceptable situation, and these attacks must stop now. We call for States with 
influence in the region to safeguard our innocent seafarers and for the swift de-escalation of the 
situation in the Red Sea. We have heard the condemnation and appreciate the words of support, 
but we urgently seek action to stop the unlawful attacks on these vital workers and this vital 
industry,” the statement reads. 
The industry associations also remember the seafarers who tragically lost their lives when 
the True Confidence was attacked earlier this year, and they also remember the crew members of 
the Galaxy Leader and the MSC Aries who are still being held captive. 
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Signatories to the international statement 
The signatories to the statement comprised the Asian Shipowners’ Association; BIMCO 
(shipowners, charterers, shipbrokers and agents); Cruise Lines International Association; the 
European Community Shipowner’s Association; InterManager (association of ship managers); 
Intercargo (association of dry cargo ship operators); the International Association of Ports & 
Harbors; the International Federation of Shipmasters Associations; the International Maritime 
Employers’ Council; the International Maritime Pilots’ Association; the International Parcel Tankers 
Association; the Federation of National Associations of Ship Brokers and Agents; and the World 
Shipping Council (association on global container shipping companies). 
 
Shipping Australia 
Shipping Australia CEO Capt Melwyn Noronha commented: “this is an appalling and tragic loss of 
life. It is abhorrent that innocent seafarers are being attacked when they only working to earn a 
living to support their families. All parties with influence in this situation must maintain pressure to 
restore safety and freedom of navigation in the Red Sea”. 
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2024 Day of the Seafarer: 25 June 
 

By Shipping Australia 
 

Next Tuesday, 25 June, is the international Day of the Seafarer as designated by the United 
Nations in a resolution at the 2010 Diplomatic Conference in Manila to adopt the revised 
International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers. 
 
According to the International Maritime Organization, “Its stated purpose is to recognize the unique 
contribution made by seafarers from all over the world to international seaborne trade, the world 
economy and civil society as a whole”. 
This year, the campaign will look at seafarers’ contributions to making the maritime sector a safer 
workplace. 
Watch the address by IMO Secretary General, Arsenio Dominguez, to seafarers here. 
 
#SafetyTipsAtSea will be the new hashtag for the 2024 campaign. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pictured: seafarers. Photo credit: Skeeze via Pixabay. 
 

https://www.imo.org/en/About/Events/Pages/Day-of-the-Seafarer-2024.aspx#:~:text=Background,adopt%20the%20revised%20STCW%20Convention.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=imN3uBzF6OI&t=60s
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THE COMPANY OF MASTER MARINERS OF AUSTRALIA - 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA BRANCH 

General Meeting Minutes 29th May 2024 at 
FAC Club, Fremantle 

 
 

The Acting BM (Capt. Zubin Bhada) opened the meeting at 1833hrs, welcoming CoMMA WA members and 
guests for the May 2024 general meeting at the FAC, Fremantle. 
 
BM recognised the following guest: 

1. Guest of Pasquale Guida – Lt Ramon Sarmiento (tonight’s Guest Speaker) 
 
 

Attendance 
We have a total of 17 attendees at today’s session – including 1 guest. This general meeting was also open 
to online participants via TEAMS meeting invite with no members attending online on this occasion. 
  
The list of attendance was passed around for review, and mark-up accordingly. 
 

Attendance Graph 
 

 
 
 

Keynote Guest Speaker  

The guest speaker will be LEUT Ramon C Sarmiento - Lead Instructor, Submarine Training and 
Systems Centre. 
 

Topic for session: Unclassified overview of the Collins Class Submarine and Life aboard whilst at 
sea 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov

Members 26 18 18 13 18

Guests 4 1 2 1 1

Dining 26 15 18 10 17

On Line 4 2 0 2 0

Total Attendance 34 21 20 16 19 0 0 0 0 0 0
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• Prior to his career with the Royal Australian Navy, Ramon, graduated from Queensland 
University of Technology with a Bachelor of Civil Engineering, working within the industry for 7 
years in both design and construction. 

• Ramon commenced his career with the Royal Australian Navy in July 2016, Graduating 
from Officer Training in December of that year. 

• Commenced Navigation training in January 2017, posting to various Warships as the ESPS 
Cristobal Colon (Spanish Navy, DDG), HMAS Mermaid and HMAS Shepparton (both Survey 
motor launches, Cairns), and HMAS Toowoomba (FFH, based at Fleet Base West). 

• Ramon was awarded the Bridge Warfare Certificate (BWC) in December of 2019, prior to 
commencing his Submarine Career in January the following year at HMAS Stirling. 

• Completed Submarine training ashore at the Submarine school on Garden Island and a sea 
aboard HMAS Farncomb and HMAS Collins, and was awarded Dolphins (Submariner 
Qualification) in July of 2021. 

• Since Qualification Ramon has served with HMAS Waller, and at the Submarine Operations 
Centre in Canberra. 

• Currently serving as an instructor at the Submarine School, teaching Junior Officers how to 
execute their role in the Control Room aboard a Collins Class Submarine. 

• Ramon will provide attendees an unclassified overview of the Collins Class Submarine and 
Life aboard whilst at sea. 

 

WA Branch Speaker & Event Calendar Update for 2024 
 

Month Keynote Speaker / Activity Topic 
Jan-2024 Capt Ashish Malik  

(Acting Principal AMSA, Perth, WA) 

 
Combined session – NIWA & COMMA 

Topic covering: 
• AMSA 2023 stat and case study on PSC 

• A brief about AMAS 18 / 19 

• A snapshot of “Lithium-Ion Batteries and the 
Challenger for Shipping” 

 

Feb-2024 Paul MacGillivary  
Member, Nautical Institute 
Member, Bunbury Port Community Consultation Committee 
(now retired) 

 

Topic – Mercy Ships 

Mar 2024 AGM Session Maritime Interest Open floor 
Discussions: 

• Baltimore Hbr. Incident 

• Microsoft Defender scam 

Apr-2024 Zane Patience (Marine Sup’t – Jetwave) Jetwave Marine supporting the Marine 
Industry in WA. 

May-2024 LEUT Ramon C Sarmiento  
Lead Instructor, Submarine Training and 
Systems Centre. 

Topic Covering: 
Unclassified overview of the Collins 
Class Submarine and Life aboard 
whilst at sea. 

Jun-2024 Ms. Nayan France 
P and I Club representative 

Topic Covering: 
P&I Statistics and General overview 

Jul-2024 Combined session – NIWA & COMMA 
Capt Nihar Rai (TAFE and RAN) 

 
RAN - Maritime Trade Operations 

Aug-2024 Capt Rory Main Fremantle Pilots, Fremantle Ship 
Simulator 

Sep-2024 Mark Cassey  
Senior Staff Subsea Engineer Barossa Pre-Operations 
Subsea Infrastructure, Marine & Mooring Technical Authority 
(TA1) from SANTOS 

Topic – Subsea Marine Innovation and 
technology or something similar 

05-Oct-2024 Annual Dinner Event – COMMA+NIWA Claremont Yacht Club 

30-Oct-2024 Ashwin Nair - HSW Legal deal for MV Dali (Baltimore) 

02 Nov-2024 World Maritime Day - Fremantle  

Nov-2024   

Dec-2024 NO Session  
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Update from BM:  

Court Positions – Status (May 2024) 
 

Tittle Status 

Branch 
Master 

Capt. Eric Barron has taken over as BM, however, is on vacation till July 2024. In the interim Capt. 
Zubin Bhada will be supporting the court as Acting BM in a ‘caretaker role’ until Eric’s return. 

Capt Zubin Bhada stepped down as BM after 5 years and the court duly appreciate the hard yards 
put in over the years to keep the WA Branch the most active and live through the COVID periods. 

Deputy BM Capt Suraj Joshi has been voted in as Deputy BM at the Mar-2024 AGM. Congratulations to Suraj. 

A flying start as Suraj looks after supporting the court with a great list of keynote speakers. 

Treasurer Capt. Mani Bajwa has been voted in as Treasurer at the Mar’2024 AGM.  

Capt Raul Pereira the past treasurer stepped down at the AGM, a fantastic job done by Raul in 
keeping our accounts and funds up to date and in order. Big thankyou to Raul. 

Registrar Capt. David Kenny has been voted in as Registrar at the Mar’2024 AGM. Dave has big shoes to fill 
with Eric moving into the BM role.  

A big thankyou to Eric for keeping our WA records on track. 

Secretary Capt Peter Bartlett remains Sec’y (5 years in the making). Thank you Peter for supporting the court 
as Sec’y. 

Social 
Coordinator 

Capt Steve Harris remains as our Social Co-ordinator. Thankyou Steve. 

 

Points 
West Editor 

Mark Beal continues to provide us his invaluable support in pulling together the Points West 
Newsletter every single month which is issued to our membership. A big thankyou to Mark. 

FPA 
Liaison 
Officer 

Capt. David Heppingstone remains as our FPA Liaison officer. Dave will continue supporting the 
court and more recently will support the WMD activities. 

Fed 
Registrar 

Fed court has requested if this role is taken up by someone in WA. The position was discussed – 
there were no immediate volunteers.  The issue will be raised at the general meeting 

Action Acting BM: Ask Francis to provide job description & role information for Fed 
Registrar position. (requested by Cmd. Royce Spencer possible candidate) 

 
 

Federal Court News: 
On 13th April 2024, we held the Federal AGM and Court meeting. Items discussed were as follows:  
 
 
Federal Levy: The Federal Levy for 2025, as per AGM session was agreed and set at $75.00 per 
eligible member. 
 
Next meeting 
Proposed that the next AGM will be a physical meeting to be held on Saturday 12 April 2025 at a 
venue to be decided.  
 
 
 
 
Action by Branches for new web layout for COMMA website: 
Being prepared by iSONIC 
 

MAIN MENU Drop down box to the Sub-
menu 

Additional drop-down box 

HOME 
 

 

   

ABOUT US About Us 
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(not clickable – 
aka not an 
actual page) 

Federal Court  
 

Branches  

Professionalism Outstanding Achievement Award 

Boulton Lecture 

Upcoming Events  

BRANCHES 
(not clickable – 
aka not an 
actual page)  

Melbourne  (one page 
including content for Branch 
Court, Branch News and 
Newsletter) 

 

Queensland (one page 
including content for Branch 
Court, Branch News and 
Newsletter) 

 

Sydney (one page including 
content for Branch Court, 
Branch News and Newsletter) 

 

Western Australia (one page 
including content for Branch 
Court, Branch News and 
Newsletter) 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
(not clickable – 
aka not an 
actual page) 

Benefits of membership  

Types of membership (not 
clickable – aka not an actual 
page) 

New Applicants – Ordinary & 
Associate 

Existing members – Retired, 
Honorary & Life 

Application process 
 

Merchandise  

NEWS & 
EVENTS (not 
clickable – aka 
not an actual 
page) 

Australia & New Zealand Suggest summary of article here 
with link to pdf file or the URL of 
the source ** to discuss with 
iSonic 

International News 

Stories from the past 

CONTACT US 
 

 

MEMBERS 
LOGIN 
 

  

FOR 
MEMBERS 
(not clickable – 
aka not an 
actual page) 
(HIDDEN 
unless users 
are logged in) 

Membership Lists 
 

Melbourne (link directly to PDF, 
not a page) 

Queensland (link directly to PDF, 
not a page) 

Sydney (link directly to PDF, not 
a page) 

Western Australia (link directly to 
PDF, not a page) 

Minutes of Meetings 
 

Federal (link directly to PDF, not 
a page) 

Melbourne (link directly to PDF, 
not a page) 

Queensland (link directly to PDF, 
not a page) 

Sydney (link directly to PDF, not 
a page) 

Western Australia (link directly to 
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PDF, not a page) 

Constitution  

Resolutions of the Federal 
Court 

 

Branch Rules  

 
General Court comment: We must ensure that information is easily available to the public – 
however, the protected area for members only access must be absolutely secure. 
Need to do all we can to safeguard members information / details. 
 
Action: Hon. Secretary to circulate WA Branch response to all members for comment 
before responding to Fed Secretary.  
 
 
 

Action Person 
Responsible 

Completed 

Pursue expressions of interest from the Western 
Australia Branch to take over the Federal Registrar 
position 

Zubin Bhada Ongoing 
research  

Consider hosting the Bolton Lecture in 2024 All Branches Ongoing 

Review the Branch-wise list of members posted on 
the CoMMA website 

QLD, MEL, 
WA 

 

Follow up on the purchase of company ties and 
scarves 

Francis 
Castellino 

Ongoing – 
contact made 
with supplier 

Commence project to draft and publish mid-year 
Master Mariner 

Francis 
Castellino & 
Zubin Bhada 

Commenced 
01/03/2024 

 

News on FAC: 

Following costs for each session have been agreed/accepted:  
a. The cost of outsourcing to and obtaining supply of the curry supper from Zab’s Curry House 

is fully covered by the $25 charge per plate. 
b. A service fee of $150/- will be paid to FAC per session. The standard nibbles at the bar will 

be $50/- per session. With the stable situation regarding Curry Supper supply from Zab Curry 
House and our funding agreement with FAC in place it has become apparent that we are able 
to reduce the ‘cost per plate’ to $20.00 or less – provided the number of members dining is 
15 or more. With less than 15 diners the meal cost requires that the plate cost is $25.00.  

c. Note: at less than 12 diners even the $25.00 plate cost will not fully cover the meal cost. This 
is the present situation – should conditions & prices change substantially we may have to 
modify this regime. 

The supper cost structure is now understood by all and will be dropped from future 
discussion – unless requested. 
 
 
Actions for Court Team: 
 

a. Deputy BM (Suraj) now manging the role to organise Keynote Speakers for coming months,  
b. World maritime day – see separate section 
c. IT gear purchase for WA Branch – online sessions – Action on Mani (update required) 
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d. Bank account signatories for new Court members – Action on Mani (update required) 
e. Treasurer to touch bases with Francis to discuss ‘Not for Profit Assessment Process’ for WA 

Branch to go through. Francis has completed the process for Federal. Acting BM (Zubin) 
committed to follow-up with Francis, 

 
 
Hon. Secretary Report 
All inbound & outbound communications have been by telephone / e-mail and copied to all Court 
members. 

1. Registrar Report – May 
2. Treasurer Report – May 
3. Points West – May-24 
4. PO Box - MT 
5. Notices from Fed Sec 

a. Amendments to Constitution –  
Action: PB to review & produce doc for discussion 

b. IFSMA Newsletter 
c. Membership updates Joe Savio Fernandes / Rob Hilderbrand (Both Ratified) 
d. CoMMA Website refresh / update 
e. Opinion Survey (MASS in Istanbul Strait) - more care required when distributing & 

forwarding messages 
f. Info from Fed Meetings 13-April (AGM & Fed Court 

6. Vale Capt Bob Leggat – WA Branch 
7. Vale Capt Edward Wilson, of the Sydney Branch 
8. Capt Steve Wenban – Update 
9. CoMMA 13-May meeting with Port on WMD - Capt Suraj Joshi update? 
10. Federal Registrar position – possible candidate – Royce Spencer 
11. Outstanding Item: MN Memorial fund – Fed decision to fund – WA to discuss. WA Branch 

will support local memorial – Fed – Canberra memorial. Action: DBM to ask Steve 
Wenban how we can support the WA MN Memorial 

 

Social Coordinator Update – By BM (Capt. Harris was unable to attend) 

Acting BM assumed control of this section -  

a. Annual Dinner for 2024 is planned for 05-October 2024 at the Claremont Yacht Club. to be 
planned for Oct-Nov 2024. Capt. Steve Harris detailed comparison and reasoned selection 
criteria were sound. has done some prelim work on options – summary attached below. 

b. Need to commence communications with Freo Ports for 02 Nov – WMD planning. Action 
with Suraj and Steve to progress this with Jane Edwards (ASAP). 

Summary of Options for Annual Dinner – Claremont YC 
Based on 75 attendees:       
 

• Claremont YC / available 5th, 19th, 22nd Oct / $7,790 

• Offers a 3-course “alternate drop” with choices for each course for $75 p.p.  Claims to have 
good parking and excellent views.  Suggest 5th Oct if we choose this option which, subject 
to viewing, would be my personal recommendation.  

• The court decided to go with this alternative – pricing structure for members & guests - same 
as last year. 

Actions for Social Coordinator: 
1. Please provide access to google drive folders to court members recently joined. 
2. Please check with Nick if court members with their role registered email addresses can 
send emails from the same. 
3. Please send out details for annual dinner with poster, so that Dave Kenny can send out 
initial email to all members, followed by same email being sent out to NIWA members. Need 
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to discuss cost per member and guest. Note - NIWA will make a contribution which will 
support the discount rate, hence only have one rate for comma and NIWA members and 
one rate for all guests. 
 
 
IT Gear Update: (Mani Bajwa to provide update) 
  
✓ It was decided, to procure minimum IT gear to commence using HYBRID meetings going 

forward, with a view that this may encourage out of Perth members to join the sessions. 
✓ BM has donated the below 2nd hand gear as donation to the Court: 

o Projector (HP),  
o Laptop & Mouse (with Windows & TEAMS) & HDMI cable 

 
✓ All agreed we can procure the below items: 

o Camera 
o Telstra ‘Nighthawk’ Modem incl. subscriptions for Modem sim card. This item was 

reconfirmed at Feb Court meeting to maintain the required capability for several members 
to login at the same time. The unit will be trialled at a future general meeting 

o Treasurer to prepare Asset Register accordingly 
o Treasurer will manage purchase & funding for these items from Branch Funds. 

✓ Purchase will be accomplished once transition of Treasurer role is complete. 
 

World Maritime Day – 02-Nov-2024 
Based on recent comms/meeting with Jane Edwards 10/11-May - below update provided by Dave 
Kenny & Mani Bajwa: 

a. Stalls requested – Mani has numbers 
b. Sponsors reached out =?? - Mani 
c. Evening function – Freo Sailing Club 
d. Volunteers for COMMA booth 
e. Any other updates 

 

Actions 
Note: Alicia has reached out to court asking if we want to use her help/support for WMD.  
Acting BM proposed that she be asked to coordinate and manage the evening function 
including venue communications, booze, menus etc. 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report  
The Past BM ZB read out the May-2024 report that was provided to the Court by the Treasurer Capt. 
Mani Bajwa. 
 
Total Income      $        154.00   
Total Expenses      $        277.00 
Cash Book Balance     $   39,283.88 
Fixed Deposit     $   31,278.49 
Community Solutions Cash Reserve Account is $   21,246.60 
Total Balance including Reserve Account $   91,808.97 
 
Fixed Deposit has matured and been rolled over for another 12 months. 
 

Actions for Hon. Treasurer: 
 
A. Please get in touch with Dave Kenny and provide him an update on members yet to pay their 
2024 fees. 
B. Please start issuing invoices for payment for WMD stalls. This must be done so that we can 
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confirm funds are being collected. 
C. Please reach out to Suraj and ensure sponsors for WMD are contacted and WMD info posters 
are issued. Note sponsors also need invoices so they can make payment for the evening function. 
D. Please get yourself to the bank and get all the bank related stuff completed including signatory 
and debit card. 
E. Please progress with the purchase of the IT gear so that we can continue with TEAMs meeting 
every month. 
 
Acceptance of the Treasurer Report  
Proposed by Acting BM 
Seconded by Capt. Dave Heppingstone 
 

Registrar’s Report  
The Hon. Registrar provided the following membership and applicant update for May 2024. Report 
was read by Past BM ZB 

• Total WA Branch Members = 125 

• Federal Levy Payable = 107 

• Fee Paying Members = 103 

• Contributing Members = 80 

• Pending Members = 0 

• Total including ‘Read’ = 125 
  

 
 
WA Membership Applications – Recently Ratified by Federal Court  
Robert Hilderbrand - Ordinary Membership to the Company of Master Mariners WA Branch was 
ratified by Federal Court on 17 May 2024. Roll Number is 2870. 
 
Savio Fernandes - Ordinary Membership to the Company of Master Mariners WA Branch was 
ratified by Federal Court on 17 May 2024. Roll Number is 3034. 
 

WA Membership Applications Pending Ratification 

Name Type Comment 

   

 

WA Branch Membership Applications to be Read 24th April 2024 

Name Type Comment 

   

 

Membership Applications to be Read for Other Branches – 24th April 2024 

Name Branch Comment 

   

   

 

Comments 

(1) 17 Assoc Members, Levy payable on 16. 
(2) 14 Unfinancial as of 18th March 2024. Number expected to decrease.  
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General / New Business 

 

• Master Mariner Magazine: As discussed with Fed Court & Carol, intention is to aim for an 
additional 2024 issue around Aug 2024. 

• World Maritime Day currently planned for 02 Nov 2024. Jane Edwards & COMMA Court 
representatives had another meeting with Port for a planning session. Suraj & Dave K 
attended meeting with Jane & Port folks to get the ball rolling. 

• Discussion between outgoing Treasurer (Raul) & incoming Treasurer (Mani) on WMD 
management of monies / funding. (review/check) 

• Progress opening a ‘LinkedIn’ account for CoMMA WA Branch. Suraj to touch bases 
with Rachael Greene (NI) to see how it’s done – update from Suraj: Rachael willing to 
assist – unable to get together yet –  

• Update on unfinancial members: who haven’t paid. We need to send them a last reminder 
and then if they don’t pay then membership should be terminated due to non-payment of fees 
and then advise Fed Court, they have had their membership cancelled. To be done by end 
of June. Note: Last year I sent a final reminder and then if they didn’t pay by mid-June their 
membership was terminated for non-payment of fees.  

• Rachel Green planned but was unable to attend the monthly meeting. She needs to receive 
her membership certificate and Dave K has this in hand, thanks Dave. (sorry no scarfs yet). 
 
 

 
 
There being no further business the General Meeting was adjourned at 1915 hrs 
 

 
 
 

Capt. Zubin Bhada (Chair)    Capt. Peter Bartlett  
Acting Branch Master     Hon. Branch Secretary  
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Company of Master Mariners of Australia – WA Branch 
 

Branch Court Contact Details 
 
 
 

Position Title / Name Telephone E-Mail 

Branch 

Master 

Capt. Eric 

Barron 
0483 181 228 

elbcomma@outlook.com / 

jerpy57@gmail.com 

Deputy 

Branch 

Master 

Capt Suraj 

Joshi 
0481 282 847 surazjosh@gmail.com  

IPBM 
Capt Zubin 

Bhada 
0408 165 306 zbhada@gmail.com  

Hon 

Secretary 

Capt. Peter 

Bartlett 
0448 879 176 pmtb2312@gmail.com 

Hon 

Treasurer 

Capt. Mani 

Bajwa 
0434 936 395 captbajwa@gmail.com  

Hon 

Registrar 

Capt. David 

Kenny 
0407 264351 cptkenny@me.com  

Branch 

Librarian 
Vacant n/a n/a 

Social 

Coordinator 

Capt Steve 

Harris 
0412 928 275 nauticalgeek@gmail.com  

Liaison 

Officer 

Capt. David 

Heppingstone 

(08) 9385 4583 / 

0418 954 362 

dheppo@bigpond.com / 

David.Heppingstone@fremantleports.com.au 

Points 

West 
Mark Beal 0475981161 

   mwtbeal@westnet.com.au/ 
Mark.beal@transport.wa.gov.au  

Federal 

Secretary 

Francis 

Castellino 
0400 118 313 fedsec@mastermariners.org.au 

 

Postal Address PO Box 187, Fremantle, WA-6959 
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