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Branch Masters Report        
 
Zubin Bhada 
 
Branch Master 
 
 

 

Branch Master’s Annual Report – March 2024. 
 
 
Colleagues,  
It is with great pleasure that I provide the Branch Masters 2023-24 Annual Report. This is 
my fifth year as Branch Master, and I have continued to focus on maintaining vibrant branch 
activity with the support and efforts of my court members. 
 
Branch Court:  
 
I am really proud of our Branch Court and thank each member for their valued support 
throughout 2023-24. The Court kept the membership well informed and scheduled all 
sessions as face-to-face meetings. A big thankyou to our WA Court members for a job 
well done.  
 

 
 
 
Whilst it is always dangerous to mention a few in fear of missing some other noteworthy 
efforts, I believe that in this circumstance that risk is definitely worth it. I would like to personally 
thank all members of the Court that over the past years have done so much to support me, 
especially Steve Harris, Raul Pereira, Peter Bartlett, Mani Bajwa and Mark Beal. A warm 
welcome to Mani Bajwa, who has been instrumental in getting our IT gear sorted to which 
enabled us to commence our hybrid meetings and allow members to dial into our meetings 
and still participate at our monthly sessions. 
 
To those Court members retiring I would especially like to offer my sincere thanks and 
gratitude. For those of you continuing, thank you for your continued service and for those 
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On Line 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 2
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newly joining the court – we welcome you.  
 
Being my fifth year as Branch Master, I have decided to step down (had planned for it for 
some time) and allow new court members to join and lead our membership. It has been a 
privilege to have served the court and the membership and I’m real proud of my court team, 
that said – we now need new blood and leadership to continue the good work the past and 
current court team have demonstrated. During the course of the next few months, I’m happy 
to support the court as BM, and would encourage the membership to support the new court 
team that will form after this AGM in March 2024.  
Last year 2023, saw us as Australia’s most active branch with 11 face-to-face sessions and 
keynote speaker events. In Sept 2023, we started the trial of HYBRID meetings using 
TEAMS invite which has slowly progressed and continues to improve as we progress the 
hybrid meeting process.  
 

 
Hybrid meeting using TEAMS – in Sept 2023   Capt. Savio Fernandes – keynote speaker - Oct 2023  

 
What a YEAR (2023-24):  
 
The year 2023 was a full year of active participation by members and a full array of keynote 
speaker throughout the year. 
 

1. We had a total of 11 general face-to-face sessions. 
2. We had a total of 11 Court meeting with one (1) being online sessions. 
3. The court team arranged a Family Day on STS Leeuwin, special thanks goes out to 

Ms Carol Shannon. 
4. We managed and participated in the Sea Scouts event in Sept 2023. 
5. We commenced our first hybrid meeting using teams in Sept 2023. 
6. Our annual dinner was a big hit, celebrated at the Swan Yacht club – 11 Nov 2023. 

 
 
Guest Speakers: 
 
A huge thanks to the court team to support myself in bringing in quality flow of guest speakers 
for our monthly general meeting sessions in 2023-24.  
 
Points West:  
 
It goes without saying we all enjoy reading our branch Newsletter “Points West” whose editor 
is none other than our very own member Mark Beal. Mark, we can’t thankyou enough for the 
effort and support you have given to this branch in putting out our Monthly Points West 
Newsletter every single month without fail. The content and stories in them have been 
“excellent” and we really appreciate the hard yards you have put towards providing the 
membership with a first-class publication. 
 

News from FAC:  
 
FAC staff under leadership of Jimmy Khamassi has been successfully supporting COMMA for 
our monthly sessions. We have an arrangement where we pay FAC a monthly charge which 
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includes them supporting us to run our court meeting and general meeting at FAC, whilst they 
also arrange the pick-up and our Indian Curry dinner and have it ready for a buffet service. 
Our monthly curry dinners are provided by ZAB Curry House with the management of pick up 
and setup being done by FAC staff. The food so far has been really tasty with good feedback 
received from the members. Based on number of attendees the rate per plate may vary, 
however will be locked for no more than $25/- per person. 
 
Below table shows the activities we managed with support from our Court members. 
 

Month Keynote Speaker / Activity Topic 
Jan-2023 Glen McDermott 

Incident Controller - Maritime 
Environmental Emergency Response 
DoT, WA 

WA Spill Exercise Report 
  

Feb-2023 CoMMA Family Cruise – STS Leeuwin  Family Cruise on STS Leeuwin 

Feb-2023 Open Forum discussion 
Q&A Session – BM 
 

News & Views (recent marine 
incidents) 

Mar-2023 Mark Gooderham (Deputy BM) 
 

Sustainable Shipping in the 
Marshall Islands – AGM at Flying 
Angel Club 

April 2023 ANZAC DAWN Service – Monument Hill Attended by BM (Zubin) and 
Wreath laid. 

Apr-2023 CPOET Clint Metcalfe   
 

The Pacific Patrol Boat Programme 

May-2023 Lt Cdr Nick Carter The Grounding of HMS Nottingham 
 

Jun-2023 
 
 

Carol Shannon & Angelino Gibbins 
 

Sea Scout Presentation on their 
Leeuwin trip & Introduction on 
Leeuwin program. 

Jul-2023 Tim Gourlay & David Paynter 
 

Dynamic Mooring Analysis of 6-
Buoy Spread-Moored Ships at 
Cape Cuvier. 

Aug-2023 Mani Bajwa (Jetwave commercial 
Manager) 

Challenges with Small Vessel 
Operations 

Sept 2023 Sea Scout Master Mariner Weekend  Pelican Point 

Sep-2023 Capt. Ajith Nair (Propel Marine) Seafarer Well-Being Onboard 

Oct-2023 Capt. Savio Fernandes  
(Harbour Master Fremantle Port) 

Pilot Transfers and due diligence 

Nov 2023 Remembrance Day at Monument Hill Attended by BM (Zubin) and BR 
(Eric) and Wreath laid. 

Nov 2023 CoMMA & NIWA Annual Dinner Event  
11 Nov 2023. 

The Swan Yacht Club, Fremantle 

Nov 2023 CoMMA Lunchtime Meeting  
Capt Steve Harris – ‘My Voyage to 
Western Australia’ 

FAC 

 
Annual Dinner 2023: 
Our annual dinner was planned and executed by Capt. Steve Harris, a huge congratulations 
to him for getting us a great venue which we all enjoyed the wonderful evening at the Swan 
Yacht Club along with Nautical Institute members and guests. 
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Annual Dinner at Swan Yacht club – 11 Nov 2023. 

 

Master Mariner Magazine: 
 
We congratulated our very own COMMA WA member Ms. Carol Shannon for pulling together 
yet another well published “Master Mariner” magazine for 2024. We also congratulate Carol 
for being nominated and awarded the Outstanding Achievement Award for 2023 as disclosed 
by the federal court in a formal announcement. Well done, Carol! 
 

    
 
 
Hybrid TEAMS meetings: 
 
Since Sept 2023, we have commenced hybrid monthly sessions where members dial in using 
the TEAMS meeting invite and can watch via video and see the minutes and keynote speaker 
presentations whilst being either at their remote location or at home. 
 

  
BM used the TEAMS online portal and shared the agenda/minutes for all to view on the screen. 

 
The court help to setup the TEAMs meeting via the laptop and attach the camera and share 
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the screen with the draft minutes of the general meeting and/or the keynote speaker 
presentations slides, thus allowing the online members to watch and review the content being 
discussed.  
 
 
Looking Ahead in 2024-25: With the excellent flow of topics and keynote speakers we saw 
in 2023, we are sure to continue in similar stride with our new court team leading the way. The 
General meeting for month of Jan 2024 was a combined session with Nautical Institute and 
COMMA-WA, where we had a total of 34 attendees. (members & guests) including 4 online 
attendees. We encourage membership to please participate and attend these sessions 
for the months ahead either in person or via TEAMS. 
 

 
 
The Federal AGM has been posted for April 2024, and we look forward to that event.  
 
In Closing:  

I would like to extend my gratitude and appreciation to all our members for their efforts in 
supporting the various Branch events we held in 2023-24. As always, these events will only 
be possible because of the passion, dedication, and support of the court team that I’m 
privileged to have worked with for the last five years as BM and three years as DBM. It 
also goes without saying that these events and monthly sessions can only be eventful with 
the attendance of our members – so a huge thankyou to all. I am extremely proud to be the 
Branch Master of the most active Branch nationwide and with the highest membership in 
Australia. Currently we are 125 members, a slight drop of membership since last AGM in 
2023. 
 
Thank you 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Capt. Zubin Bhada (FNI) 

WA Branch Master 
15th March 2024 
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NEWS AND VIEWS 
 
                          

COMMA MEMBER ENTERED INTO HALL OF FAME 
 
On the 7th of March 2024, in unison with International Women’s Day – 8th of March, one of 
the West Australian Comma Branch members was entered into the West Australian 
Women’s Hallof Fame. 
 

 
 
Captain Carol Dooley, who was a trail blazer for women in the Maritime and International 
Shipping World, graciously received an award from the Honourable Sue Ellery, Minister for 
Women’s Affairs, and Sam Retallack, the Head of People & Culture at IGO LTD, who is a 
major sponsor for the event.  
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During her time serving aboard tall ships and becoming a Master for Oil & Gas Tankers with 
Shell UK. 
Carol then became a Marine Pilot at Port Hedland eventually after leaving and then asked to 
come back she took over as the pilot company manager. 
 
 
The awards event was held at the Government House Ballroom, where another 11 
inductees were also entered into the West Australian Women’s Hall of Fame, in 
consideration for their achievements and contributions to the West Australian community. 
 
Carol was also recognised for being the first female electrician in Western Australia. Her 
apprenticeship was served at the Mount Newman Iron Ore mine, in the days before anti-
discrimination laws were enacted in Parliament, and Carol had to share ablutions and 
accommodation with men.  
 
Well done our Carol  
 

A podcast is available to listen to an interview on 6PR with Carol at the link below. 
https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/was-first-female-shipmaster-on-making-waves-in-
leading/id1231320841?i=1000648416822 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Picture: Karen Wheatland – Seagal Media & Consultancy 

https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/was-first-female-shipmaster-on-making-waves-in-leading/id1231320841?i=1000648416822
https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/was-first-female-shipmaster-on-making-waves-in-leading/id1231320841?i=1000648416822
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Southern Ports Authority Harbour Master, Captain Rob Liley, 
awarded Australian Merchant Navy Awards Council 

Commendation.  
 

In January and February 2023, the Port of Albany was subject to two shipping casualties 
which included the vessels “Interlink Sagacity” and the “ICS Silver Spirit”. 
 
Both vessels experienced Main Engine problems, the “Interlink Sagacity” had no main 
engine after an explosion and fire and at one stage was dragging its anchor whilst lying in 
King George Sound. It was eventually towed to Bunbury to undertake repairs. 
 
The “ICS Silver Spirit” was foundering off the Coast of Albany with its main engine only 
providing minimal power. It eventually also made its way to Albany for repairs. 
 
Throughout the ordeals, Captain Rob Liley, the Port of Albany Harbour Master was on call at 
all times of the night and day, being responsible to manage both situations along with Port 
Authority personnel including tugboat crew. 
 
These incidents were identified as potential hazards including risk of pollution to the pristine 
environment and a threat to lives. 

 
 
Also on call was The Director of the Maritime Environmental Emergency Response team 
Captain Steven Wenban, who supported the Albany Harbour Master throughout both 
incidents. 
 
Captain Wenban nominated Captain Liley for the Australian Merchant Navy Awards Council 
(AMNAC) Commendation, which was presented to him at the Albany tugboat pens; in 
recognition for the service to all Albany staff; who supported the efforts during both 
incidents. 
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Company of Master Mariners of Australia 

Western Australia Branch 

Minutes of Annual General Meeting held on  

27th March 2024 at The FAC Club Fremantle 

Delegation of Chair 
 

The Branch Master, Capt Zubin Bhada, is unavailable due to work and 

vacation commitments and hence absent from the AGM. In his absence the 

Branch Master delegated the Branch Registrar, Capt Eric Barron, to chair the 

AGM – March 2024 (meeting/session). The Hon. Secretary opened the 

meeting at 1835hrs handing conduct of the AGM to Capt S Harris who 

introduced the Hon. Registrar who has conduct of the AGM – nominated by 

the BM. 

Apologies & Guests 

 

The names of guests and members sending apologies were captured on the 
List of Attendance and Apologies distributed before the meeting. The Branch 
Master and 13 others sent apologies for missing the 2024 AGM. There were 
an additional 2 last-minute apologies received.  

The meeting was attended by a total of 12 Members and 2 Friends. 

In addition, the following guests were made welcome: 

Pascal Price – Master – guest of Andy Hogan 

Phil Dooley – Chief Engineer – guest of Phil Dooley 

 
Notice of AGM 

The Branch Registrar gave notice of the 2024 Branch AGM by broadcast 

email to members on 6th.March and again on 19th. March 2022. The Notice 

of the AGM advised that all positions on the Branch Court would be vacated 

and were open to nominations from all financial members of the WA Branch. 

Quorum 

For the purposes of the 2024 AGM, the Branch Master, Deputy Branch 

Master, Branch Secretary & Branch Registrar conferred by email prior to the 

meeting to establish a quorum in accordance with Clause 90b of the 

Constitution. The Quorum for the 2024 AGM was established as a minimum 

of five (5) financial members. 

Branch Master’s Annual Report 

In the absence of the Branch Master, and on his behalf, the Hon. Registrar 

read the Branch Master’s Annual Report for 2023/4 to the meeting – 

appended to these minutes. 
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Treasurer’s Report 

 

The Hon Branch Treasurer, Capt Raul Pereira, read a statement of the 

Branch financial accounts to members attending. In addition, the Treasurer 

noted that the accounts had been reviewed and found to be in order by the 

Federal Treasurer. 

The Hon Treasurer proposed that the statement of accounts be accepted. 

 
Proposed: Capt. Bill Prin Seconded: Capt. Andy 
Hogan 
 
 

Registrars Report 

The Hon. Registrar Capt. Eric Barron read a statement of membership and 

member status including resignations, new members and unfinancial 

members to the meeting.  

Both the Treasurer & Registrar Annual Reports are also appended to these 

minutes 

 

Nomination and Election of Branch Court Members 

 

Following the reading of the Branch Master's Annual Report, the Registrars Report 

& the Treasurer's Financial Statement, the 2023-24 Branch Court was formally stood 

down. 

The Chairman advised members that nominations for the Branch Court were open 

to all financial Ordinary and Associate members.  

Note: The Constitution (clause 82c) requires that the Branch Master must be an 

Ordinary Member. By extension, it is considered that the Deputy Branch Master will 

also be an Ordinary Member in the expectation of understudying and taking over the 

role of Branch Master. 

The Chairman advised that the members listed as follows have nominated to stand 

for the 2024 Branch Court in the following positions:  

 

Branch Master Eric Barron 

Deputy Branch Master Suraj Joshi 

Immediate Past Branch 
Master 

Zubin Bhada  

Secretary Peter Bartlett 

Treasurer Mani Bajwa  

Registrar David Kenny 

Editor, Points West Remains Vacant 

FPA Liaison Officer David Heppingstone 
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Branch Librarian Position no longer needed 

Branch Social Coordinator Steve Harris 

The Chairman advised that no other nominations for Branch Court positions had 

been received and asked if there were nominations from the floor. There being no 

nominations from the floor, the Branch Court for 2024-25 was elected unopposed. 

(A scanned copy of the 2024 signed nomination form is also appended to these 

minutes) 

 

Proposed: Capt. Simon Moran   Seconded: Capt. David Bowden 

 
There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 1908hrs. 
 
 
 

_______________________                                     _______________________ 

Capt Eric Barron 

Hon Branch Registrar (Chair) 

Branch Master Elect 2024 

 

 

Capt Peter Bartlett 

Hon Branch 

Secretary 
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THE COMPANY OF MASTER MARINERS OF 

AUSTRALIA - WESTERN AUSTRALIA BRANCH 
 

General Meeting Minutes 27th Mar 2024 at 
FAC Club, Fremantle 

 
 
The Hon Secretary opened the meeting at 1830hrs, welcoming CoMMA WA members and 
guests for the Mar 2024 monthly general meeting and AGM held at the FAC, Fremantle. 
 
Hon. Secretary recognised the following guest: 

Dave McCallum - Guest of Phil Dooley 
Pascal Price – Guest of Andy Hogan 
 
 

Attendance 
We have a total of 18 attendees at today’s session – including 2 guests. We did not open this 
General / AGM meeting to online participation.  
The list of attendance was passed around for review, and mark-up accordingly. 
 

 
 
 
At this point – 1840hrs. -  the Hon. Secretary handed conduct of the meeting to Capt. Steve 
Harris who proceeded to ask Capt Eric Barron (in his role as Hon. Registrar) to conduct the 
WA Branch Annual General Meeting for 2024. 
 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov

Members 26 18 18

Guests 4 1 2

Dining 26 15 18

On Line 4 2 0

Total Attendance 34 21 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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Minutes of our 2024 AGM are captured and recorded separately  
 
The AGM was completed at 1856hrs. The duly elected Court officials proceeded to conduct 
the General meeting: 
 

WA Branch Speaker & Event Calendar Update for 2024 
 

Month Keynote Speaker / Activity Topic 
Jan-2024 Capt Ashish Malik  

(Acting Principal AMSA, Perth, WA) 

 
Combined session – NIWA & COMMA 

Topic covering: 
• AMSA 2023 stat and case study on PSC 

• A brief about AMAS 18 / 19 

• A snapshot of “Lithium-Ion Batteries and the 
Challenger for Shipping” 

 

Feb-2024 Paul MacGillivary  
Member, Nautical Institute 
Member, Bunbury Port Community Consultation Committee 
(now retired) 

 

Topic – Mercy Ships 

Mar 2024 AGM Session Maritime Interest Discussions: 

• Baltimore Hbr. Incident 

• Microsoft Defender scam 

Apr-2024   

May-2024   

Jun-2024   

Jul-2024 Combined session – NIWA & COMMA  

Aug-2024   

Sep-2024 Mark Cassey  
Senior Staff Subsea Engineer Barossa Pre-Operations 
Subsea Infrastructure, Marine & Mooring Technical Authority 
(TA1) from SANTOS 

Topic – Subsea Marine Innovation 
and technology or something 
similar 

Oct-2024 Annual Dinner Event – COMMA+NIWA  

02 Nov-2024 World Maritime Day - Fremantle  

Nov-2024 Annual Dinner Event – COMMA+NIWA  

Dec-2024 NO Session  

 
 

Update from BM:  

The BM’s annual report was read at the AGM. 
 
 
Other News: 
 
On the 7th of March 2024 in unison with International Women’s Day (8th Mar 2024), Capt 
Carol Dooley was entered into the West Australian Women’s Hall of Fame. Capt. Carol 
Dooley, who was a trail blazer for women in the Maritime and International Shipping World, 
graciously received an award from the Honourable Sue Ellery, Minister for Women’s Affairs 
and Sam Retallack the Head of People & Culture at IGO LTD who a major sponsor for the 
event were. 
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Capt Carol Dooley was unable to 
attend the meeting today. Her 
partner, Phil was asked to convey 
our hearty congratulations to 
Carol on our behalf. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News on FAC: 
Following costs for each session 
have been agreed/accepted:  
a. The cost of outsourcing to and 

obtaining supply of the curry supper from Zab’s Curry House is fully covered by the $25 charge 
per plate. 

b. A service fee of $150/- will be paid to FAC per session. The standard nibbles at the bar will be 
$50/- per session. With the stable situation regarding Curry Supper supply from Zab Curry House 
and our funding agreement with FAC in place it has become apparent that we are able to reduce 
the ‘cost per plate’ to $20.00 or less – provided the number of members dining is 15 or more. With 
less than 15 diners the meal cost requires that the plate cost is $25.00.  

c. Note: at less than 12 diners even the $25.00 plate cost will not fully cover the meal cost. This is 
the present situation – should conditions & prices change substantially we may have to modify 
this regime. 

d. At this general meeting we have a total of 18 diners resulting in a plate cost of $16 

 
 
Actions for Court Team: 
 
a. BM manging the role to organise Keynote Speakers for coming months, however, would 

request one of the other court members to support this process – BM requested Suraj 
Joshi to start supporting this process going forward. 

b. Raul has ordered cuff links and Tie pins from Fed Sec’y. (completed) 
c. Scarf for female members. (Francis is working on this task) 
d. Winner Of fee/subs paid – a Branch procedure initiate to encourage early payment of 

annual subscriptions - was Capt. Sarah Robinson. Result from use of a ‘Random Number 
Generator’, Hon. Treasurer agreed to action the matter. 
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Outstanding Achievement Award 2023 

 
Action: BM presented the Award Certificate to Ms Carol 
Shannon  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Hon. Secretary Report 
All inbound & outbound communications have been by telephone / e-mail and copied to all Court 
members. 

1. Freo Anzac Day invitation 
2. Registrar Report – Mar 
3. Treasurer Report – Mar 
4. Reminder - Chain locker subscriptions. 
5. Points West – Mar 
6. Article on Carol Dooley – awarded at Int. Women day 
7. Message from Capt. Steve Harris – Annual Dinner // Nomination Form 
8. Notice from Fed Sec: 

a. Marine Transport Safety Inspector job 
b.  IFSMA Newsletter 
c. Fed AGM notice 13-Apr-2024 

9. Freo PO Box reset & contents check – March – only notice of annual PO Box fee due - 
Paid 

10. BM Annual Report 
11. MN Memorial fund – Fed decision to fund – WA to discuss 

 

Social Coordinator Update  

a. Annual Dinner for 2024 is planned for 05-October 2024 at the Claremont Yacht Club. to 
be planned for Oct-Nov 2024. Capt. Steve Harris detailed comparison and reasoned 
selection criteria were sound. has done some prelim work on options – summary 
attached below. 

b. Need to commence communications with Freo Ports for 02 Nov – WMD planning. 
Action with Suraj and Steve to progress this with Jane Edwards (ASAP). 
 
 

Summary of Options for Annual Dinner – 2024: 
 
A summary of the quotes follows in ascending order of estimated cost.  The quotes and 
comparison are based on 75 attendees in all cases.       

 
Claremont YC / available 5th, 19th, 22nd Oct / $7,790 
Offers a 3-course “alternate drop” with choices for each course for $75 p.p.  Claims to 
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have good parking and excellent views.  Suggest 5th Oct if we choose this option which, 
subject to viewing, would be my personal recommendation.  
The court decided to go with this alternative – pricing structure for members & guests - 
same as last year. 
 
Also considered –  
 

Perth Flying Squadron YC / available 5th** & 19th Oct / $8,196 
I elected for 5th Oct as being a 4-week separation from Maritime day on 2nd November.  5th 
October is being held with commitment / booking required by 16th March.  Alternate drop main 
course only. 

 
ANZAC Club / available 19th Oct only / $8,945 
Quote was valid until 8th March (but unlikely to be a problem if accepted soon).  City venue - 
parking available nearby walking distance to Perth Council House basement and Perth Concert 
Hall.  However parking availability might be affected by other events in Perth that 
night.  Alternate drop main course only. The ANZAC Club quoted for 65 attendees at $10,180 
($97 p.p. food ) including an unsolicited Beverages Package at $45 p.p.).  Food has been 
adjusted to 75 attendees for comparison & the Beverage Package removed. 
 

Swan YC / available 23rd Nov only / $9010.00 
Venue is a known quantity.  Alternate drop main course only. 

 
Royal Perth YC / available 19th Oct only / $9335 
Alternate drop main course only.  RPYC initially quoted $250 for Security Staff.  I am requesting 
that security staff be waived giving several reasons in justification for why we’re persons of “good 
standing” collectively.  RPYC management have waived the requirement. 
 
 
IT Gear Update: 
  

✓ It was decided, to procure minimum IT gear to commence using HYBRID 
meetings going forward, with a view that this may encourage out of Perth 

members to join the sessions. 
✓ BM has donated the below 2nd hand gear as donation to the Court: 

o Projector (HP),  

o Laptop & Mouse (with Windows & TEAMS) & HDMI cable 
 

✓ All agreed we can procure the below items: 
o Camera 
o Telstra ‘Nighthawk’ Modem incl. subscriptions for Modem sim card. This 

item was reconfirmed at today’s Court meeting to maintain the required 
capability for several members to login at the same time. The unit will be 

trialled at a future general meeting 
o Treasurer to prepare Asset Register accordingly 
o Treasurer will manage purchase & funding for these items from Branch 

Funds. 
✓ Purchase will be accomplished once transition of Treasurer role is 

complete. 
 

Treasurer’s Report  
The Hon. Treasurer read out the Mar-2024 report that was provided to the Court by the 
Treasurer Capt. Raul Pereira. 
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Total Income      $     1,141.00   
Total Expenses      $        574.50   
Cash Book Balance     $   39,293.73 
Fixed Deposit     $   30,000.00 
Community Solutions Cash Reserve Account is $   21,176.04 
Total Balance including Reserve Account $   90,492.48 
 
Fixed Deposit will mature on 12 May 2024, and bank advised to rollover for another 12 months 
in March. 
 

Registrar’s Report  
The Hon. Registrar provided the following membership and applicant update for Mar 2024 

• Total WA Branch Members = 122 

• Federal Levy Payable = 103 

• Fee Paying Members = 100 

• Contributing Members = 79 

• Pending Members = 1 

• Total including ‘Read’ = 123 
  

WA Membership Applications – Recently Ratified by Federal Court  
Nil 
 
WA Membership Applications - Pending Ratification 
Paul MacGillivray 
 
Membership Applications - to be read Mar 2024 

 Name Branch Comment 

Hemant Chopra Sydney 

Hemant holds a Master Class 1 certificate of 
competency issued by Australia. He has almost 
40 years maritime experience both seagoing and 
shore-based and is currently the Managing 
Director of Seabay Shipping Services Australia, 
based in Sydney. 

 
Resignations WA –    
3 - Mark Gooderham, Warren Sharpe, Josh Gonsalves 
 

Federal Business 

. 

• Federal Levy - The Federal Levy for 2024, as set at the 19 November 2023 meeting, is 
$75.00 per eligible member. 

• Members were reminded that the 2024 AGM will be held by video conference, presently 
scheduled for Saturday 13 April 2024. 

• No offers on Fed Registrar role from WA Branch Court or General membership at this time  

 
 
Any Other Business (Fed Court): 
1. Correspondence in regard to the Copy Right issues that are going on. Legal advice is 

being sought. Some support from Brisbane was offered by using Ernie van Bueren. 
(Maritime lawyer). 

2. For the copyright issues, $10k is going to be held in reserve should it be needed. 
Otherwise, everything seems to be under control. 
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3. Outstanding Achievement Awards.  Francis has sent the certificates for Carol Shannon. 
Carol was presented with the certificate at tonight’s General meeting 

4. Master Mariner Magazine. Lots of praise for the quality of the magazine and interesting 
articles. Everybody asked to send congratulations to Carol for a job well done. It was also 
raised that maybe we could get a 6 monthly magazine instead of annual. This will be 
considered once the next edition is completed in August. 

5. Events and promotions. No volunteers for the Boulton Lecture. 
6. The Merchant Navy Memorial was discussed, Fed Court has already committed to 

$10/member which will come out of Fed budget, but Ted is pushing for $5k from COMMA 
and has requested Branches to consider donating some funds. COMMA WA will not be 
donating any additional funds for this request, instead will be reviewing options to donate to 
our local Fremantle Merchant Navy Memorial. 

General / New Business 

The following items were discussed in this section: 
 

• Master Mariner Magazine: As discussed with Fed Court & Carol, intention is to aim for 
a new 2024 issue around Aug 2024. 

• Honour Board at FAC: Thankyou Steve for having this action completed. 

• World Maritime Day currently planned for 02 Nov 2024. Jane Edwards to contact 
COMMA Court and arrange another meeting for planning session. (Action on Suraj / 
Steve to touch base with Jane Edwards) 

• Discussion between outgoing Treasurer (Raul) & incoming Treasurer (Mani) on 
WMD management of monies / funding. 

• Guest Speakers needed for future meetings – To be elected DBM (Suraj Joshi) 
will lead this task for arranging keynote speakers going forward. Court members noted 
Flying Doctor Pilot & Maritime Museum Submariner to be pursued to present. 

• Leeuwin – Capt. David Bowden provided an update on operations at the Leeuwin 
Foundation. He noted that the foundation had now emerged from administration and had 
begun conducting voyages from Fremantle. There were a good number of volunteers 
making themselves available – but more are always needed. He expressed his 
admiration for those that had worked so hard over the last few months to make this 
happen and looked forward to many fruitful years to come. Note:  BM (Capt. Zubin 
Bhada) met up with CEO Annette Harwood and Max Lavin (Ops Manager) on 01 Mar 
2024.  
 

 
There being no further business the General Meeting was adjourned at 1930 hrs 
 

 
 

Capt. Eric Barron (Chair)    Capt. Peter Bartlett  
In-coming Branch Master    Hon. Branch Secretary  
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REGISTRARS REPORT 
Membership Movements 

Ratified by Federal (1) 0  

Resigned to Friend 0  

Transferred to Retired 0  

Resigned from COMMA 3  

Rejoined 0  

Un-financial Members  0 14 members still to pay fees.  

Membership 
Terminated 

0  

Deceased 0  

Transferred Branch 0  

Membership Upgraded 0  

Membership Summary 

Federal Life Members 2   Voting rights / No levy / No fees 

Friends (1) 15   Over 80 years old / No voting rights / No levy / No 
fees 

Ex-Officio Members 1   No voting rights / No levy / No fees  

WA Honorary Members 4 4  Voting rights / Federal Levy Payable / No fees 

Ordinary Members 64 64 64 Master (Unlimited Trading) 10 still to pay fees. 

Associate Members (2) 16 16 16 Master (Restricted Trading) / Deck Officers & Others 

Retired Members 20 20 20 +65 years / 15 years membership / no longer 
employed 

Total Members    12
2 

   

Federal Levy Payable 
(1) 

 10
3 

 1 Assoc member Levy to be paid for by Fed Court. 
(prize from Outstanding Achievement award) 

Fee Paying Members 
(1) (3) 

  10
0 

 

Contributing 
Members (1) 

  79 Revenue-generating members paying full membership 
fee 

Pending Members 
(Read) 

1   Application received / awaiting ratification 

Total incl “Read” 12
3 

   

WA Membership Applications Pending Ratification 

Name Type Comment 

Paul MacGillivary Assoc  

Membership Applications Read for WA Branch – 28th Feb 2024 

Name Branch Comment 

Nil   

 

Membership Applications Read for Other Branches – 28th Feb 2024 
Name Branch Comment 

Hemant Chopra Syd / Ord 

Hemant holds a Master Class 1 certificate of competency 
issued by Australia. He has almost 40 years maritime 
experience both seagoing and shore-based and is currently 
the Managing Director of Seabay Shipping Services 
Australia, based in Sydney.  
 

   

Comments 
(1) 1 Fed Levey to be paid by Fed Court for Carol Shannon, winner of COMMA Outstanding 

Achievement Award and granted 12 month Assoc Member to Fed Court Account.  
(2) 17 Assoc Members, Levy payable on  
(3) 14 members still to pay fees. Number expected to decrease. 
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WAYPOINTS 
 
Forthcoming Birthdays 
 
The following Members celebrate birthdays in the period until the end of May 2024.  Ages are withheld 
to “protect the innocent”… 
1st March 
9th March  
11th March 
22nd March 
23rd March 
27th March  
28th March 
31st March 
3rd April 
8th April 
11th April 
18th April 
22nd April 
24th April 
1st May 
4th May 
5th May 
7th May 
8th May 
12th May 
18th May 
21st May 
 

Wim Van Alebeek 
Carlo Di Meglio 
Burjis Wadia 
Rob Underhill 
Glenn Frewin 
Jeff Hinnrichsen 
John Figgess 
Christopher Payne 
Trevor Bozoky , Ryan Easther 
Andre Winkler 
Phil Griffin 
Roger Pettman 
Richard Gordon 
Rachel Green 
Andy Hogan 
Mani Bajwa,  
Corney Durham 
Lindsay Copeman 
Tim Gourlay, Bruce White, Mike Kiely 
Phil Dooley 
John Fewings 
Pasquale Guida 
 

 
 
Forthcoming Membership Anniversaries 
 
The following Membership Anniversaries occur in the period April and May 2024. 
1 Years 
2 Years 
8 Years 
9 Years 
11years 
12 Years 
13 Years 
14 Years 
16 Years 
28 Years 
43 Years 
57 Years 
 

Stephen Fant, Steve James, James McAuliffe, Rachel Green, Sam Hutchinson 
Ryan Easther,  
Graham Thornton, Richard Van Der Spoel 
Gemma Capone, Stuart Davey,  
Burjis Wadia 
Mark Pointon 
Stephen Wenban 
Craig Brent-White, Raymond Alfreds, Elspeth Diack, Frans Schlack 
David Alley 
Chris Keys 
David Gairdner 
Corney Durham 
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Long-Serving Members  
 
The Branch Court wishes to acknowledge and thank the following members who have achieved 
significant periods of COMMA membership. 
 
Period Name / Membership Ratification Date Years 
60+ years Capt Robert Leggat / Friend 1st Feb 1957 67 
 Capt David Clarke / Friend 17th Feb 1964 60 
50+ years Capt Alexander Small / Friend 30th Mar 1967 57 
 Capt Corney Durham / Friend 15th May 1967 57 
 Capt Peter Shoebridge / Friend 19th Jun 1967 57 
 Capt Mike Gusterson / Retired 11th Sep 1969 55 
 Capt “Dai” Davies / Friend 30th Oct 1969 55 
 Capt Richard Ireland / Friend 19th Jun 1972 52 
40+ years Capt Mike Kiely / Friend 18th Jul 1974 49 
 Capt Paddy Evelegh / WA Honorary 3rd Feb 1976 48 
 Capt John Abernethy / Friend 1st Oct 1976 48 
 Capt David Aslett / Retired 4th Oct 1976 48 
 Capt James Major / Friend 12th Jul 1977 47 
 Capt Alan Keane / Friend 18th Jul 1979 45 
 Capt Roger Pettman / Retired 10th Sep 1979 45 
 Capt Patrick Tebbutt / Friend 7th Feb 1981 43 
 Capt Chris Grubba / Ordinary 4th Feb 1981 43 
 Capt David Gardiner / Retired 8th April 1981 43 
30+ years Capt Bill Prins / Retired 6th Feb 1983 41 
    
 Capt Wim Van Alebeek / WA Honorary 19th Dec 1985 39 
 Capt Eric Barron / Retired 19th Feb 1986 38 
 Capt James Tunmore / Ordinary 19th Feb 1986 38 
 Capt Richard Purkiss / WA Honorary 19th Feb 1987 37 
 Capt Ian Harrod / Retired 14th Feb 1987 37 
 Capt Alfred De Rooij / Retired 12th Sep 1988 35 
 Capt Richard Gordon / Retired 14th Nov 1988 35 
 Capt Lindsay Copeman / Ordinary 28th Jul 1989 34 
 Capt Frank Kaleveld / Life 5th Nov 1989 34 
 Capt Robin Chester / Retired 8th Feb 1990 34 
 Capt Richard Court / Retired 11th Mar 1990 34 
 Capt Mike Dawes / Retired 3rd June 1991 33 
 Capt Mike Dunham / Retired 30th June 1992 32 
 Capt Phil Griffin / Ordinary 12th August 1991 33 
 Capt David Best / Retired 8th February 1993 31 

 
 

Updating Contact Details 
 
Members are asked to please update the Registrar with changes of residential address, email address, 
or phone numbers when they occur.  Contact details follow: - 
 

David Kenny  /  registrar@comma-wa.org.au  / 0407 264 351 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:registrar@comma-wa.org.au
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TREASURERS REPORT 

TREASURER ANNUAL REPORT 2024 
 
The Membership was sorted out by the efforts of the Registrar and annual subscription fees 
for WA Branch was $140.00, Total Membership fees received $13022. The Federal Levy as 
set by the Federal court was $75 for each retired, Ordinary and Associate member. The 
Federal Levy for 2023 that was paid is $8062.50. 

A Fixed Term Deposit of $30,000.00 was opened on 12 May 2023 for period of 12 months, 
earning an interest rate of 4.25% on maturity of term. The Branch court has decided to 
rollover the principle and interest for another 12 months. 

 
In summer of 2023 a Family Day cruise was organised by Capt Steve Harris which was a big 
success, the event was well attended by various groups from the Maritime sector. The event 
was held onboard the STS Leeuwin. Tickets was subsidised for COMMA Members and 
families. Ticket sales for the event amounted to $5730 and the cost for the event including 
drinks and beverages was 
$7901.25 

COMMA Annual Dinner function as organised by Captain Steve Harris and was held at Swan 
Yatch Club in November 2023. Tickets were subsidised for COMMA and NIWA members 
and partners and was well attended. The event sponsors were, NIWA, Seaways Consulting, 
Jetwave Marine and Propel Marine. Total income received from ticket sales and sponsorship 
amounted to $6735.00 and total Expense for the 2023 Annual Dinner was $9316.90 

Another significant expense was sponsoring of 2 cadets from Sea Scouts which amounted 
to $1950. The only other Donation was made on behalf of the branch was towards Cure 
Cancer in memory of Dr. Clive Sheard. 

 

2023 Income: 

• 2023 Membership $13022.00 

• Family day Cruise $5730.00 

• 2023 Annual Dinner $6735.00 

• Monthly Raffle $883.00 

• Total $26370.00 

2023 Expenses: 

• Family Day Cruise $7901.25 

• Federal Levy $8062.50 

• Annual Dinner $9316.90 

• Donation $2103.00 

• Monthly Meetings $2130.97 

• Other Operating Expense $2000.38 

• Total $31515.00 
 

2023 - Cash Reserve Account 

• Closing Bank Statement $21150.23 

• Interest Earned $429.49 

• Bank Fee -$5.00 

After expenses were deducted for 2023 the Branch ended the year with a Deficit of $4720.51 
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2023 – Fixed Term Deposit (FTD) opened on 12th May 2023. 

• FTD of $30,000.00 

• Interest to be realised on 12-May-2024 is $1275.00 

Total Cash in the Books on 31st December 2023
 $80,719
.33 Inventory of Branch merchandise, Stocktake
 $3,796.
13 

 
 
Budget for 2024: 

 

Expenses: 

• Federal Levy at $75.00 Fee Paying membership $7,725.00 

• Annual Dinner $9,500.00 

• Donations $2,250.00 

• Operating cost $4,500.00 

• WMD 2024 $40,000.00 

• Total Expense $63,975.00 

Income: 

• Membership fees $13,000.00 

• Annual Dinner Ticket sales $6,700.00 

• Monthly Raffle $9,00.00 

• WMD 2024 $42,000.00 

• Total $62,600.00 

The 2024-year budget is for a Deficit of 

$1,375.00 PS: Note 

World Maritime Day (WMD) 2022: 

• Income 47,000.00 

• Expense $38,272.30 

• Total Profit WMD 2022 $8727.70 
 
 
 
The Branch Finances were submitted to Federal Accountant and Auditor and thus far 
there is no discrepancies in the Branch Finances. Federal Treasurer Capt. William Burton 
will forward the letter from the External Auditor when received. 

 
I would like to Thank Captain Peter Bartlett for assisting in running the monthly Raffle 
whilst I have been away at work and unable to attend the meetings. 
And my Thanks also go out to Captain Steve Harris for his guidance and assisting me in 
the Treasurer role, with that I hand over the baton to Capt. Mani Bajwa. 

 

 
 
 

 



 

25 | P a g e  
 
 

 



 

26 | P a g e  
 
 

Company of Master Mariners of Australia – WA Branch 
 

Branch Court Contact Details 
 
 
 

Position Title / Name Telephone E-Mail 

Branch 

Master 

Capt. Eric 

Barron 
0483 181 228 

elbcomma@outlook.com / 

jerpy57@gmail.com 

Deputy 

Branch 

Master 

Capt Suraj 

Joshi 
0481 282 847 surazjosh@gmail.com  

IPBM 
Capt Zubin 

Bhada 
0408 165 306 zbhada@gmail.com  

Hon 

Secretary 

Capt. Peter 

Bartlett 
0448 879 176 pmtb2312@gmail.com 

Hon 

Treasurer 

Capt. Mani 

Bajwa 
0434 936 395 captbajwa@gmail.com  

Hon 

Registrar 

Capt. David 

Kenny 
0407 264351 cptkenny@me.com  

Branch 

Librarian 
Vacant n/a n/a 

Social 

Coordinator 

Capt Steve 

Harris 
0412 928 275 nauticalgeek@gmail.com  

Liaison 

Officer 

Capt. David 

Heppingstone 

(08) 9385 4583 / 

0418 954 362 

dheppo@bigpond.com / 

David.Heppingstone@fremantleports.com.au 

Points 

West 
Mark Beal 0475981161 

   mwtbeal@westnet.com.au/ 
Mark.beal@transport.wa.gov.au  

Federal 

Secretary 

Francis 

Castellino 
0400 118 313 fedsec@mastermariners.org.au 

 

Postal Address PO Box 187, Fremantle, WA-6959 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:surazjosh@gmail.com
mailto:zbhada@gmail.com
mailto:captbajwa@gmail.com
mailto:cptkenny@me.com
mailto:nauticalgeek@gmail.com
mailto:Mark.beal@transport.wa.gov.au
mailto:Mark.beal@transport.wa.gov.au
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