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Branch Masters Report  
 
Zubin Bhada 

 
Branch Master 

 

 
Branch Master’s Report – Feb 2024 

 
On behalf of the Branch, please find below the Branch Master’s report for Feb 2024. This month we 
held our standard COMMA monthly court and general meetings at the FAC Club, Fremantle as a 
face-to-face session including the HYBRID TEAMS online meeting. 
  
Branch Court 

The Court meeting was held on 28th Feb 2024 at FAC premises. The face-to-face meeting 
followed the standard format whilst the Branch Sec’y took down minutes. 

o Review of Last Minutes - BM thanked the court for their attendance (Last Meeting 
Jan’2024). 

o BM discussed options for new members to join the court at the next up-coming AGM in 
March 2024. 

o Review of Registrar’s report / Review of Secretary’s report / Review of Treasurer’s Report  
o Update from Federal Court – The BM & WA Branch Sec’y gave an update from the last 

federal court held in Jan’2024. 
o Update from WA Branch Secretary – Correspondence from last month/new applications 

etc. 
o Update from WA Branch Treasurer and how we are progressing with membership fees.  
o Business Arising from Previous minutes followed by any Other Business. 

 

BM Update 
Below is our current status of the court, members are encouraged to come along and support 
the court team whenever they can.  
 

Branch Master Capt. Zubin Bhada 

Zubin has requested that he will step down at the next up-coming AGM in 
March 2024.  In discussion with Capt. Eric Barron, the forward plan will be 
for Eric to step up to BM role at the up-coming AGM, with intention of 
taking up the BM role after he returns from US trip in July 2024. 

Deputy Branch 
Master 

Currently this court position in VACANT 

Immediate Past 
Branch Master 

Steven Wenban  

Secretary Peter Bartlett 

Treasurer Capt. Raul Pereira 

Raul has announced that he intends to step down at next AGM, however, 
will continue in the role until a suitable replacement is available to assume 
the position. In discussion with Capt. Mani Bajwa, who has agreed to take 
up the position of Treasurer at the 2024 AGM. Raul and Mani have 
commenced handover/understudy process for the treasurer role. 

Inside this Issue 

From the Branch Master 

News and Views 

Meeting Minutes 
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Registrar Capt. Eric Barron  

In discussion with Capt. David Kenny, who has agreed to join the court by 
taking over the registrar role from Eric. Again, this will become formal at 
March AGM, followed by transition into the role once Eric returns from as 
planned US trip. 

Editor, Points West Mark Beal 

FPA Liaison Officer David Heppingstone 

Branch Social 
Coordinator 

Steve Harris  

Branch Court IT 
Advisor 

Mani Bajwa will continue supporting this process whilst he transitions to 
his new role as Branch treasurer. 

Fed Registrar Federal court has requested if this role is taken up by someone in WA. 
The position was discussed – there were no immediate volunteers.  The 
issue will be raised at the next AGM as well. 

 
➢ News from FAC:  

FAC staff under leadership of Jimmy Khamassi will continue to support our monthly COMMA-
WA session at FAC. There will be a session cost each time we utilise the FAC premises for our 
monthly court & general meetings. Our monthly curry dinners are provided by ZAB Curry House 
with the management of pick up and setup being done by FAC staff. The food so far has been 
really tasty with good feedback received from the members. Based on number of attendees the 
rate per plate may vary, however will be locked for no more than $25/- per person. 

 
➢ General Meeting 

The General meeting for month of Feb 2024 was well attended with 21 members. Which also 
included 2 members who attended via online TEAMS. Our keynote speaker was Mr. Paul 
MacGillivary, who spoke to us on the topic “An Introduction to Mercy Ships”. 
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The session followed the usual process/format at the FAC Club 
 

o We had BM (Capt. Zubin Bhada) who setup the TEAMs meeting and conducted the 
general session and the keynote speaker session via TEAMS. The Draft minutes were 
shared on the projector and also shared on TEAMS for the online participants.  

o Review of Registrar’s report / Review of Secretary’s report / Review of Treasurer’s Report  
o Business Arising from Previous minutes followed by any Other Business.  

 

 
COMMA Members in attendance for Feb 

2024 

About our speaker: 
Starting work in a British Columbia shipyard in 1973, 
Paul has 50 years’ experience in the maritime 
industry, 35 of those spent in technical, safety and 
project management. Before accepting a shore 
position in 1987 as Engineer Superintendent, 
Canadian naval auxiliary vessels, he sailed as Chief 
Engineer on support vessels in the Canadian Arctic 
offshore oil industry, oceanographic research vessels 
and towage operations. Paul completed a Master of 
Science degree in Maritime Management at Maine 
Maritime Academy in 1992 and in 1994 he migrated to 
Australia to work with Tidewater Marine as their 
Quality Assurance Manager. Paul went on to work 
with Det Norske Veritas, National Marine Safety 
Committee, Teekay Shipping (in Canada, Spain and 
Norway), Australian Maritime Safety Authority and 
other organisations on the development and 
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COMMA Members in attendance for Feb 

2024 

 

 

 
Mercy Ships – Presentation 

 

implementation of HSEQ management and other 
related standards. Highlights of his career include 
engagement as vice-chair of the board, Mission to 
Seafarers – Vancouver. 
Paul has led MLC implementation workshops and 
taught numerous MLC Train the Trainer courses at the 
ILO’s International Training Centre in Turin, in addition 
to other organisations, most recently in October 2020. 
Originating from his role as ISM lead auditor with Det 
Norske Veritas in the 1990s, Paul is a long-term 
advocate of seafarers’ rights. In 2007-08, Paul 
circumnavigated the globe under sail with Clipper 
Ventures (UK) biannual round-the world yacht race 
and in late 2013-14 he served as a volunteer 
motorman on board the ‘Africa Mercy’. 
 
The Presentation on Mercy Ships, started by the 
background and history, when the organisation was 
established in 1978 with its main aim – “bringing 
hope and healing to the worlds forgotten poor for 
more than 40 years.”  
 
Some statistics shared included 32.9% of the world’s 
poor have lack of access to safe, affordable timely 
surgery. 
 
Mercy Ships partners with nations to transform the 
lives of individuals and leave a legacy of improved 
healthcare.  
Everything is free of charge. 
 
Why a ship? 

• We bring with us everything we need power, water, 
the hospital. 

• 50% of the world's population live within 160 
kilometres of a port city. 

 
Medical capacity building - ... is helping our host 
country build their capacity to deliver healthcare”.  
1. Training and mentoring local professionals 
2. Providing medical tools and resources 
3. Building better medical facilities 
 
A lasting impact - Mercy Ships is working towards the 
day that sees diseases of poverty eradicated, and 
local services and clinicians empowered to care for 
their communities without our support. 
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Branch Sec’y Capt Peter Bartlett presenting a small token to Paul MacGillivary. 

 
Points West 
Our in-house newsletter “Points West” continues to grow and deliver exceptional quality articles 
and information for our members. A big thankyou to Mark Beal who continues to provide us a quality 
newsletter every month. Please do send in articles and/or stories that we can share with our 
membership.  
 
General News 
Based on attendance and now using the FAC facility, we can see members attending our monthly 
sessions either via TEAMS (online) or face-to-face at FAC, Fremantle. I encourage more members 
to please attend these sessions and thank those who attend and support the branch.  
 

 
 

a. Our next session will be the March AGM on 27th March 2024 at FAC club, which will be 
the usual COMMA monthly session along with the AGM session and also have a TEAMS 
online invite available. (continue with improving the HYBRID model for these sessions). 

b. Our total membership now stands at 125, still needs improvement in numbers. However, 
we can say confidently that the WA branch is the biggest and most active branch in 
Australia. 

 
    

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov

Members 26 18

Guests 4 1

Dining 26 15

On Line 4 2

Total Attendance 34 21 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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Look Ahead for 2024: 
 

Month Keynote Speaker / Activity Topic 

Jan-2024 Capt Ashish Malik  
(Acting Principal AMSA, Perth, 
WA) 
 
Combined session – NIWA & 
COMMA 

Topic covering: 

• AMSA 2023 stat and 
case study on PSC 

• A brief about AMAS 18 / 
19 

• A snapshot of “Lithium-
Ion Batteries and the 
Challenger for Shipping” 

 

Feb-2024 Paul MacGillivary  
Member, Nautical Institute 
Member, Bunbury Port Community 
Consultation Committee 
(now retired) 
 

Topic – Mercy Ships 

Mar 2024 AGM Session  

Apr-2024   

May-2024   

Jun-2024   

Jul-2024 Combined session – NIWA & 
COMMA 

 

Aug-2024   

Sep-2024 Mark Cassey  
Senior Staff Subsea Engineer 
Barossa Pre-Operations 
Subsea Infrastructure, Marine & 
Mooring Technical Authority (TA1) 
from SANTOS 

Topic – Subsea Marine 
Innovation and technology or 
something similar 

Oct-2024 Annual Dinner Event – 
COMMA+NIWA 

 

02 Nov-2024 World Maritime Day - Fremantle  

Nov-2024 Annual Dinner Event – 
COMMA+NIWA 

 

Dec-2024 NO Session  

 
 
Thanks for all those members who make it a point to attend our monthly sessions and interact with 
other members over a glass of wine and a nice sit-down Indian Curry. Going forward we will try and 
continue with hybrid meetings whilst we finalise the IT gear required to continue with such formats. 
I hope we see more members join in via TEAMS to participate online with our monthly sessions 
going forward.  
 
Capt. Zubin Bhada (FNI, MBA)   
Branch Master 

 
 

End of Report 
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NEWS AND VIEWS 
 

                            HOUTHIS KILL SEAFARERS IN RED SEA 

Pictured: smoke pours from the bow of the bulker True Confidence after it was hit by an anti-ship ballistic missile in the Red Sea 
fired by Yemen-based Houthi forces. Picture supplied by US Central Command. 
 

By Shipping Australia 

An anti-ship ballistic missile attack on the Barbados-flagged bulker, True Confidence (IMO: 
9460784) by the Houthi-rebel group in Yemen has killed either two or three of the crew (accounts 
differ) and have hurt several more. The deceased seafarers are thought to be two Filipino 
nationals and one Vietnamese national. 

The ship, which was transiting the Red Sea en-route to Jeddah, Saudi Arabia after calling at 
Singapore in Southeast Asia, was attacked at about 11:30am (Sanaa, Yemen-time) on 
Wednesday March 6th. The ship was significantly damaged and abandoned, US Central 
Command has reported. Warships from the Combined Maritime Forces have responded and are 
assessing the situation. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of the Philippines issued a statement of its 
condolences to the families of the two Filipino seafarers who died. The Philippine Government 
also reported that the thirteen (13) other Filipino seafarers aboard the civilian bulk carrier were 
brought by the Indian Navy to Djibouti. It added that the Philippine Embassy in Cairo, Egypt will 
send a team to Djibouti to provide all necessary assistance for these affected Filipinos. 
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The attack on the True Confidence is the latest in a string of attacks on international shipping 
transiting the Red Sea. Apart from the mass deviation of vessels away from the Red Sea, over a 
dozen ships have been directly attacked. One of the latest was the Rubymar (IMO 9138898), 
which has been sunk in the Red Sea with a full cargo of fertilizer. 

“These reckless attacks by the Houthis have disrupted global trade and taken the lives of 
international seafarers,” US Centcomm said in a statement. 

Lord David Cameron, the Foreign Secretary of the UK – which has taken part in a bombing 
campaign against the Houthis, commented that: “[we were] appalled to hear about the deaths of 
MV True Confidence international crew members in a Houthi attack in the Red Sea. Our thoughts 
are with their families. We condemn the Houthis’ reckless & indiscriminate attacks on global 
shipping & demand they stop. We will continue to stand up for freedom of navigation and back our 
words with actions”. 

The Islamic Republic News Agency, the state-owned news agency of Iran, which has been 
accused of backing the Houthis, reported views from the Houthi-side (which it describes as the 
Yemeni Army) that the “the American ship”, the True Confidence was: “struck “with a number of 
appropriate naval missiles” and that the vessel was engulfed with fire as a result of the “accurate 
strike”. It said that the operation came after the American ship’s crew ignored warnings from the 
Yemeni naval forces. The Yemeni army also said that its operation was in support of the 
Palestinian people in Gaza, adding that it will continue its attacks in the Red and Arab Seas until 
the Israeli regime lifts its siege of Gaza, and the US-led aggression against Yemen comes to an 
end… Yemeni armed forces have been striking Israeli-linked ships in the Red Sea since mid-
November in solidarity with Palestinians in Gaza ravaged by five months of relentless Israeli 
attacks during the regime’s brutal war on the besieged territory. The Yemenis have been targeting 
American and British ships in the Red Sea as well, after the two countries launched airstrikes on 
Yemeni soil in mid-January in response to what they called threats to international shipping”. 

Independent maritime security consultancy, Ambrey, issued a report that the vessel was formerly 
US-financed by a US company, and was owned by a non-US national via a Greece-based 
company. It added that the Houthis warned the merchant vessel before the attack and the crew 
turned the ship around and drifted. The ship was then attacked. “The vessel was still listed as 
owned [by a US company] prior to the attack,” Ambrey noted. 

The IMO Secretary General, Arsenio Dominguez, issued a statement on behalf of the IMO: ““It is 
deeply saddening to follow the horrific reports of the casualties on the merchant vessel True 
Confidence, following an attack on the ship southwest of Aden, in Yemen. I extend my deepest 
condolences and those of the entire IMO family to the families of those who have lost their lives, 
and our thoughts are with those who have been injured. Innocent seafarers should never become 
collateral victims. I want to thank the efforts of all ships in the area in assisting the vessel and 
particularly its crew. We all need to do more to protect seafarers. I once again call for collective 
action to fortify the safety of those who serve at sea. International trade depends on international 
shipping and international shipping cannot go on without seafarers.” 

A joint industry statement was issued by BIMCO, the International Chamber of shipping, CLIA, 
Intercargo, Intertanko, IMCA, ECSA, Intermanager and OCIMF. 

“Industry Associations express their deep concern over the tragic loss of life and injuries suffered 
by the crew of MV True Confidence in an attack in the Red Sea on 6 March 2024. The loss of life 
and injuries to civilian seafarers is completely unacceptable. Merchant vessels crewed by civilian 
seafarers transporting global trade have a right to innocent passage through the region without the 
threat of attack. The frequency of attacks on merchant shipping highlights the urgent need for all 
stakeholders to take decisive action to safeguard the lives of innocent civilian seafarers and put an 
end to such threats. Our heartfelt sympathies go out to all those affected by this terrible event.” 
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HELENIC SHIPPING NEWS WORLDWIDE 
 

In Ukraine’s bombarded ports, ship buyers scout for 
deals 
in Port News 19/03/2024 

 
Since Russia invaded Ukraine two years ago, nearly 50 merchant ships have been languishing in 
its waters, stuck in ports too dangerous to sail from. 
 
But while these ships have not moved, some of their owners have changed, highlighting the risks 
some market players are prepared to take in the hunt for bargains. 
 
A Reuters analysis of port and ship tracking data detailing the line-up of ships has found at least 
nine vessels stranded in Ukrainian ports have been sold since February 2023 in a series of 
discrete deals. 
The sold ships are stuck in Mykolaiv, Kherson and Mariupol ports – all of which remain 
inaccessible. At least five others were sold while in Ukrainian ports but have since been able to 
sail from the country, according to three industry sources. 
 
For their original owners, the length of time the ships were unable to sail meant they could claim 
the majority – if not all – the value of the vessel on insurance, according to underwriters and 
shipping sources familiar with the deals. 
 
That allowed the ships to be sold on at a discount to investors willing to take a bet that at some 
point the vessels can sail again. 
 
“Who wants to buy a ship in a war zone? Some people do,” said Richard Neylon, partner at law 
firm HFW, who has worked on several of these deals. 
 
That allowed the ships to be sold on at a discount to investors willing to take a bet that at some 
point the vessels can sail again. 
 
“Who wants to buy a ship in a war zone? Some people do,” said Richard Neylon, partner at law 
firm HFW, who has worked on several of these deals. 
 
“Category one is people who think they can get the ship out, and a few have got out. Category two 
are people who recognise they are in it for the long haul, and ideally they factor in that risk.” 
Neylon said most ships were going for around 25% of their original value, though the three 
industry sources said some had sold at as much as 80% of their value. 
 
The price depends on the ship’s condition, they said, with some likely to be only fit to be sold for 
scrap. 
 
TRADE RUCTIONS 
The war in Ukraine created an unprecedented ruction for the shipping industry, turning ports that 
were crucial to the global trade in grain and metals into mined, no-go areas overnight. 
 

https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/category/shipping-news/port-news/
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The gross tonnage of ships calling at Ukrainian ports during the first quarter of 2023 was down 
more than 70% compared with the average in the year before the invasion, according to analysis 
by the OECD published in November 2023. 
 
Currently, ships can only leave Ukraine from three ports – Odesa, Chornomorsk and Pivdennyi – 
along a temporary route set up for civilian vessels that has no formal safety guarantees, though 
Russia says it does not target non-military ships. 
London-listed shipping company Taylor Maritime Investments had a ship stranded in Ukraine at an 
undisclosed port and claimed insurance in late February 2023, after which the group said the ship 
left its ownership. The company declined to give further details. 
 
“We put the safety of our crew first in all circumstances when there’s real risk,” CEO Edward 
Buttery told Reuters. 
 
“I don’t want to be responsible for people getting injured or worse when I have the ability not to 
have to make that decision.” 
 
Others, though, are willing to take chances. The three sources said Hamburg-based shipping 
company Blumenthal JMK bought at least four ships in Ukraine, including the Liberian-flagged 
Primus which sailed out of Odesa last August and is listed as being managed by Blumenthal’s unit 
in Asia, with the owner’s details care of Blumenthal in Asia. 
 
The company did not respond to requests for comment. 
Other buyers appear to be companies registered in Liberia or unknown parties, according to 
shipping records. 
 
But even at low prices, the stakes are getting higher for buyers. Insurance is far more expensive 
than for owners who bought the ships before the war, and is now renewed on a weekly basis. 
 
The cost of maintaining vessels includes paying for insurance – a percentage of the ship’s value – 
which is currently running at around 1.5% weekly for additional war risk insurance alone. 
 
The stuck ships’ value varies from $20 million to $200 million, the three sources said. 
Owners also need to pay for keeping the vessel maintained and other expenses including a basic 
crew, usually local Ukrainians, the sources added. 
 
Even when stationary, ships in Ukrainian ports are vulnerable. 
 
On Feb. 27, the Turkey-flagged general cargo ship Kuruoglu-3 was hit by two Russian missiles 
while docked in Kherson, causing the vessel to list on its side, with concerns that it may eventually 
sink as it is not fully crewed, a representative of the vessel’s owner Kuruoglu Maritime told 
Reuters. 
But some ship buyers are familiar with such risks. 
 
“It’s surprising the markets … that you had no idea existed,” said Adrian Cox, CEO of insurer 
Beazley. 
“Just like there’s a market for distressed debt, there’s a market for stuck ships.” 
 
Source: Reuters (Reporting by Jonathan Saul and Carolyn Cohn in London. Additional reporting 
by Michael Hogan in Hamburg. Editing by Rachel Armstrong and Mark Potter) 
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MEETING MINUTES 

 
 
 

THE COMPANY OF MASTER MARINERS OF 
AUSTRALIA - WESTERN AUSTRALIA BRANCH 

 

             General Meeting Minutes 28th Feb 2024 at 
                            FAC Club, Fremantle 

 
The Hon BM opened the meeting at 1830hrs, welcoming CoMMA WA members and guests for the Feb 
2024 monthly general meeting session held at the FAC, Fremantle. 
 
Hon. BM recognised the following guest: 

Guest speaker – Paul MacGillivray 
 

Attendance 
We have a total of 19 attendees at today’s session. In addition, we had 2 ‘online’ attendees. 
List of attendance was passed around for review, and mark-up accordingly. 
 

 
 
Jan 2024 session although combined with NIWA + COMMA was really well attended, however this year we 
did have the new online session introduced.  
 
 
 
 
  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov

Members 26 18

Guests 4 1

Dining 26 15

On Line 4 2

Total Attendance 34 21 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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Keynote Guest Speaker  
 

Guest Presentation 
The guest speaker will be Mr. Paul MacGillivary. 
The topic that will be covered in the presentation will be: An Introduction to Mercy Ships. 
  
Starting work in a British Columbia shipyard in 1973, Paul has 50 years’ experience in the 
maritime industry, 35 of those spent in technical, safety and project management. Before 
accepting a shore position in 1987 as Engineer Superintendent, Canadian naval auxiliary vessels, 
he sailed as Chief Engineer on support vessels in the Canadian Arctic offshore oil industry, 
oceanographic research vessels and towage operations. Paul completed a Master of Science 
degree in Maritime Management at Maine Maritime Academy in 1992 and in 1994 he migrated to 
Australia to work with Tidewater Marine as their Quality Assurance Manager. Paul went on to work 
with Det Norske Veritas, National Marine Safety Committee, Teekay Shipping (in Canada, Spain 
and Norway), Australian Maritime Safety Authority and other organisations on the development 
and implementation of HSEQ management and other related standards. Highlights of his career 
include engagement as vice-chair of the board, Mission to Seafarers – Vancouver. 
Paul has led MLC implementation workshops and taught numerous MLC Train the Trainer courses 
at the ILO’s International Training Centre in Turin, in addition to other organisations, most recently 
in October 2020. Originating from his role as ISM lead auditor with Det Norske Veritas in the 
1990s, Paul is a long-term advocate of seafarers’ rights. In 2007-08, Paul circumnavigated the 
globe under sail with Clipper Ventures (UK) biannual round-the world yacht race and in late 2013-
14 he served as a volunteer motorman on board the ‘Africa Mercy’. 
  

WA Branch Speaker & Event Calendar Update for 2024 
 

Month Keynote Speaker / Activity Topic 
Jan-2024 Capt Ashish Malik  

(Acting Principal AMSA, Perth, WA) 

 
Combined session – NIWA & COMMA 

Topic covering: 
• AMSA 2023 stat and case study on PSC 

• A brief about AMAS 18 / 19 

• A snapshot of “Lithium-Ion Batteries and the 
Challenger for Shipping” 

 

Feb-2024 Paul MacGillivary  
Member, Nautical Institute 
Member, Bunbury Port Community Consultation Committee 
(now retired) 

 

Topic – Mercy Ships 

Mar 2024 AGM Session  

Apr-2024   

May-2024   

Jun-2024   

Jul-2024 Combined session – NIWA & COMMA  

Aug-2024   

Sep-2024 Mark Cassey  
Senior Staff Subsea Engineer Barossa Pre-Operations 
Subsea Infrastructure, Marine & Mooring Technical Authority 
(TA1) from SANTOS 

Topic – Subsea Marine Innovation 
and technology or something 
similar 

Oct-2024 Annual Dinner Event – COMMA+NIWA  

02 Nov-2024 World Maritime Day - Fremantle  

Nov-2024 Annual Dinner Event – COMMA+NIWA  

Dec-2024 NO Session  
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Update from BM:  
Court Positions – Status 

 

Tittle Status 

Branch Master Capt. Zubin Bhada would have stepped down at this AGM session (March 2023), however, noting 
that there was no interest from the membership he has committed to continue as BM (fifth year) until 
a suitable replacement is available to assume the position. 

Jan-24 Update: Capt. Eric Barron, to step up to BM role at the up-coming AGM, with intention of 
taking up the BM role after he returns from US trip in July 2024. 

Deputy BM Jan-24 Update: Presently there is no firm candidate for the DBM role. The Court will review the 
roles and incumbents prior to the AGM to resolve any issues. Capt Suraj Joshi has accepted to role 
of DBM. He was welcomed to the Court by the assembled members. He will officially assume the 
role at the AGM but will begin assuming some of the position duties immediately. 

He will be granted access to the WA CoMMA Google Drive and be entered into the Court members 
email system 

Treasurer Capt. Raul Pereira - Announced that he intends to step down at next AGM, however, will continue in 
the role until a suitable replacement is available to assume the position. 

Jan-24 Update: Capt. Mani Bajwa has agreed to take up the position of Treasurer at the 2024 AGM. 
He will begin understudying Raul within a month. 

Registrar Jan-24 Update: Capt. David Kenny has agreed to join the court by taking over the registrar role 
from Eric. Again, this will become formal at AGM, followed by transition into the role once Eric 
returns from as planned US trip. 

Secretary Jan-24 Update: Secretary role presently Capt P. Bartlett planning to continue in the role unless 
there is a candidate desperate to undertake the role. 

Social Coordinator Jan-24 Update: Social Coordinator role – Capt S. Harris willing to continue in the role unless there 
is a candidate desperate to undertake the role. 

Fed Registrar Fed court has requested if this role is taken up by someone in WA. The position was 
discussed – there were no immediate volunteers.  The issue was raised at the general 
meeting – again no immediate volunteers. 

 

News on FAC: 
Following costs for each session have been agreed/accepted:  
a. The cost of outsourcing to and obtaining supply of the curry supper from Zab’s Curry House is fully covered by 

the $25 charge per plate. 
b. A service fee of $150/- will be paid to FAC per session. The standard nibbles at the bar will be $50/- per session. 

With the stable situation regarding Curry Supper supply from Zab Curry House and our funding agreement with 
FAC in place it has become apparent that we are able to reduce the ‘cost per plate’ to $20.00 or less – provided 
the number of members dining is 15 or more. With less than 15 diners the meal cost requires that the plate cost 
is $25.00.  

c. Note: at less than 12 diners even the $25.00 plate cost will not fully cover the meal cost. This is the present 
situation – should conditions & prices change substantially we may have to modify this regime. 

d. At this general meeting we have a total of 26 diners resulting in a plate cost of less than $15.00. 

 
Actions for Court Team: 
 
a. BM manging the role to organise Keynote Speakers for coming months, however, would request one of 

the other court members to support this process – Will request Suraj Joshi to start supporting this 
process going forward. 

b. Raul has ordered cuff links and Tie pins from Fed Sec’y. (completed) 
c. Scarf for female members. (Francis is working on this task) 
 

Outstanding Achievement Award 2023 

  
Awaiting certificate for Carol which will be presented at a General Meeting.  
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Federal Court meeting held 24th Feb 2024 (SAT): 
 

Secretary’s report: 

1. Correspondence in regard to the Copy Right issues that are going on. Legal advice is being sought. 
Some support from Brisbane was offered by using Ernie van Bueren. (Maritime lawyer). 

2. Membership report, not much to discuss with this. An update on the SA Branch closure. 
3. Website report. Discussion on updating the COMMA website including emails. They were interested in 

what we have in WA, especially with emails. Frances will be sending around the info he has received, 
and it is likely that they will go with a Microsoft email platform, but the before any changes go ahead the 
copyright issues need to be resolved. The main issue is that we need to get permissions before using 
third party material. Francis will be sending more details. It was also requested that each branch check 
the membership list on the website. (I will do this once I get access to the web site) 

4. Other matters.  Frances has an email from AMSA asking for feedback for the new MO55. The request 
will be forwarded to Branches. The feedback can either be sent direct to AMSA via a online link or to 
Frances who will collate the info and then send to AMSA, Also, a copy of an IMO presentation will be 
sent to Branches for distribution. 

  
Treasurers Report: 

1. SA Branch money has been received. 
2. Finances seem to be all under control and the Fed Treasurer has been in touch with the auditors ahead 

of the AGM. 
3. For the copyright issues, $10k is going to be held in reserve should it be needed. Otherwise, everything 

seems to be under control. 

Branch Updates: 

1. Frances gave an update on the SA branch closure. 3 members have transferred to other branches, 
some resigned and others are still financial. 

2. Sydney Branch banking updates. This is under control and being managed by Ted. 
3. I gave an update on our on-line meetings and upcoming events, no other branches had anything to 

report.  
4. No offers on Fed Registrar role from Court or General membership at this time  

Any Other Business: 

1. Outstanding Achievement Awards.  Frances has sent the certificates. When we receive the certificate 
for Carol we are to get the certificate framed and the citation put on the back (apparently details are in 
the package that Frances has sent) and the we send the bill to Fed Tres who will pay for it. We do not 
have to fill out a new application form for Carol (previous emails explain) as she already has a role 
number. Going forward it is hoped that the recipients of the awards will continue with Assoc 
membership. 

2. Master Mariner Magazine. Lots of praise for the quality of the magazine and interesting articles. 
Everybody asked to send congratulations to Carol for a job well done. It was also raised that maybe we 
could get a 6 monthly magazine instead of annual. I was asked if the WA Branch could check with the 
editor (Carol) to see if this would be possible and subject to her workload. 

3. Succession Planning- Fed Registrar. I was put on the spot over this as it seemed that there was 
pressure from the Eastern Staes (maybe perceived pressure) that WA provide somebody to be Fed 
Registrar. I did not commit to anything and explained we had trouble filling current Court positions. They 
were already aware we were having trouble and still wanted (if possible) to provide a Fed Registrar. I 
committed to raising this at the next meeting, but I wasn’t hopeful of any volunteers. 

4. Events and promotions. No volunteers for the Boulton Lecture. 
5. The Merchant Navy Memorial was discussed, Fed Court has already committed to $10/member which 

will come out of Fed budget, but Ted is pushing for $5k from COMMA and has requested Branches to 
consider donating some funds. Ted will be sending info on what is happening at the memorial and this 
can be distributed to members. The opening of the new memorial at Rockwell, Canberra 14th April so if 
anybody wants to attend they are more than welcome. (That info will be in what Ted is sending out). 
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WA Branch investigating support to our local State memorial in Fremantle as an alternative to additional 
funding for the Canberra memorial. 

 

Hon. Secretary Report 
All inbound & outbound communications have been by telephone / e-mail and copied to all Court members. 

1. Attendance & Apologies email 
2. Registrar Report – Feb 
3. Treasurer Report – Feb 
4. Request from FAC for Chain locker subscriptions. 
5. Scotty Signs – work scope & completion 
6. Points West – January 
7. Notice from Fed Sec of receipt of a legal notice for copyright infringement 
8. Freo PO Box reset & contents check – Feb 
9. Update from Treasurer of ‘Financial Member’ number 
10. MN Memorial fund – Fed decision to fund – WA to discuss 

Social Coordinator Update  

a. Annual Dinner for 2024 to be planned for Oct-Nov 2024. Various suggestions regarding alternative 
events such as onboard STS Leeuwin. No firm decision taken at this time 

b. Commence comms with Freo Ports for 02 Nov – WMD planning. 
 
IT Gear Update: 
  
✓ It was decided, to procure minimum IT gear to commence using HYBRID meetings going forward, with a 

view that this may encourage out of Perth members to join the sessions. 
✓ BM has offered to provide the below 2nd hand gear as donation to the Court: 

o Projector (HP) 
o Laptop & Mouse (with Windows & TEAMS) 
o HDMI cable 

 
✓ All agreed we can procure the below items: 

o Camera 
o Telstra ‘Nighthawk’ Modem incl. subscriptions for Modem sim card. This item was reconfirmed at 

today’s Court meeting to maintain the required capability for several members to login at the same 
time. The unit will be trialled at a future general meeting 

o Treasurer to prepare Asset Register accordingly 
o Treasurer will manage purchase & funding for these items from Branch Funds. 
 

Treasurer’s Report  
The Hon. Treasurer Oct-2023 report was provided to the Court by the Treasurer Capt. Raul Pereira. 
 
Total Income      $     2,599.00   
Total Expenses      $        715.87   
Cash Book Balance     $   38,727.23 
Fixed Deposit     $   30,000.00 
Community Solutions Cash Reserve Account is $   21,176.04 
Total Balance including Reserve Account $   89,903.27 
 
Fixed Deposit will mature on 12 May 2024, and bank to be advised of rollover for another 12 months in 
March. 
 
 
Treasurer Report was read by the Hon. Treasurer, proposed for acceptance by Capt. Frank Keleveld and 
seconded by Capt. Dave Heppingstone.  

 

Registrar’s Report  
The Hon. Registrar provided the following membership and applicant update for Feb 2024 

• Total WA Branch Members = 125 
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• Federal Levy Payable = 106 

• Fee Paying Members = 103 

• Contributing Members = 89 

• Pending Members = 1 

• Total including ‘Read’ = 125 
  

WA Membership Applications – Recently Ratified by Federal Court  
Nil 
 
WA Membership Applications - Pending Ratification 
Paul MacGillivray 
 
Membership Applications - to be read Jan 2024 

 Name Branch Comment 

Robert Wilson Sydney Maritime Lawyer 

 
Resignations WA –    
None 
 

Federal Business 

. 

• Federal Levy - The Federal Levy for 2024, as set at the 19 November 2023 meeting, is $75.00 per eligible 
member. 

• Proposed that the next Federal Court meeting will be held by video conference on Saturday 24 
February 2024.  

• Members were reminded that the 2024 AGM will be held by video conference, tentatively scheduled for 
Saturday 13 April 2024. 

 

General / New Business 

The following items were discussed in this section: 
 

• Honour Board at FAC: Steve H noted that the displayed ‘Honour Board’ needed to be updated with 
BM incumbents going back 13 years. (Action: Steve Harris has completed this process & the 
Honour Board is now updated 

• World Maritime Day currently planned for 02-Nov-2024. Jane Edwards to contact COMMA Court 
and arrange another meeting for planning session. (Action on Eric to touch base with Jane Edwards) 
Dave Hepp update – discussions with sponsors encouraging – expects interest to grow over the next 
few weeks 

• Guest Speakers needed for future meetings – Court members noted Flying Doctor Pilot & 
Maritime Museum Submariner to be pursued to present. 

• Choice of annual event – a straw poll seemed to indicate that a dinner/dance event is preferred by 
the members.  

• Leeuwin – still under Admin with several issues to resolve before getting out. Leeuwin Foundation – 
reintroduce CoMMA to Leeuwin – BM has sent email to current CEO – meeting arranged 01-Mar-24 

 
There being no further business the General Meeting was adjourned at 1906 hrs 
 

 
 
 

Capt. Zubin Bhada (Chair)    Capt. Peter Bartlett  
Branch Master      Hon. Branch Secretary  
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REGISTRARS REPORT 
 

Membership Movements 

Ratified by Federal (1) 0  

Resigned to Friend 0  

Transferred to Retired 0  

Resigned from COMMA 1  

Rejoined 0  

Un-financial Members  30  

Membership 
Terminated 

0  

Deceased 0  

Transferred Branch 0  

Membership Upgraded 1 Carol Shannon from Friend to Assoc Member. (Winner of COMMA 
Award) 

Membership Summary 

Federal Life Members 2   Voting rights / No levy / No fees 

Friends 15   Over 80 years old / No voting rights / No levy / No 
fees 

Ex-Officio Members 1   No voting rights / No levy / No fees  

WA Honorary Members 4 4  Voting rights / Federal Levy Payable / No fees 

Ordinary Members 66 66 66 Master (Unlimited Trading) 

Associate Members 17 17 17 Master (Restricted Trading) / Deck Officers & Others 

Retired Members 20 20 20 +65 years / 15 years membership / no longer 
employed 

Total Members    12
5 

   

Federal Levy Payable  10
6 

 1 Assoc member Levy to be paid for by Fed Court. 
(prize from Outstanding Achievement award) 

Fee Paying Members   10
3 

 

Contributing 
Members 

  83 Revenue-generating members paying full membership 
fee 

Pending Members 
(Read) 

1   Application received / awaiting ratification 

Total incl “Read” 12
5 

   

 

WA Membership Applications Pending Ratification 

Name Type Comment 

Paul MacGillivary Assoc  

 

Membership Applications Read for WA Branch – 28th Feb 2024 

Name Branch Comment 

Nil   

 

Membership Applications Read for Other Branches – 28th Feb 2024 

Name Branch Comment 

Robert Wilson Syd / Assoc 

Robert Wilson is a shipping/maritime lawyer and 
Partner in Norton Wilson Lawyers, Sydney. He has 
been in the practice for about 35 years, previously in 
the UK and since 1993 in Sydney. 

   

 

Comments 

(1)  
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WAYPOINTS 

 

Forthcoming Birthdays 
 
The following Members celebrate birthdays in the period until the end of March 2024.  Ages are withheld to 
“protect the innocent”… 
13th February  
21st February  
25th February 
26th February  
27th February 
1st March 
9th March  
11th March 
22nd March 
23rd March 
27th March  
28th March 
31st March 
 

Karen Montford, Devan Dhulap 
Chris Keys 
Michael Edwards 
David Best 
Ryan Dagnall 
Wim Van Alebeek 
Carlo Di Meglio 
Burjis Wadia 
Rob Underhill 
Glenn Frewin 
Jeff Hinnrichsen 
John Figgess 
Christopher Payne 
 

  
 
 
Forthcoming Membership Anniversaries 
 
The following Membership Anniversaries occur in the period until the end of February and March 2024. 
3 Years 
7 Years 
9 Years 
11 Years 
14 Years 
16 Years 
17 Years 
31 Years 
33 Years 
34 Years 
38 Years 
43 Years 
48 Years 
 

Cherag Daruwalla, Devon Dhulap 
David Bowden 
Ash Karkhanis , Dylan Smith, Kevin Stone 
Davy Huang , Jeff Knight 
Simon Moran, Rajiv Singh 
Glenn Frewins 
Peter Wright 
David Best 
Richard Court 
Robin Chester 
Jim Tunmore, Eric Barron 
Chris Grubba 
Paddy Evelegh 
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Long-Serving Members  
 
The Branch Court wishes to acknowledge and thank the following members who have achieved significant 
periods of COMMA membership. 
 
Period Name / Membership Ratification Date Years 
60+ years Capt Robert Leggat / Friend 1st Feb 1957 67 
 Capt David Clarke / Friend 17th Feb 1964 60 
50+ years Capt Alexander Small / Friend 30th Mar 1967 57 
 Capt Corney Durham / Friend 15th May 1967 57 
 Capt Peter Shoebridge / Friend 19th Jun 1967 57 
 Capt Mike Gusterson / Retired 11th Sep 1969 54 
 Capt “Dai” Davies / Friend 30th Oct 1969 53 
40+ years Capt Richard Ireland / Friend 19th Jun 1972 52 
 Capt Mike Kiely / Friend 18th Jul 1974 49 
 Capt Paddy Evelegh / WA Honorary 3rd Feb 1976 48 
 Capt John Abernethy / Friend 1st Oct 1976 48 
 Capt David Aslett / Retired 4th Oct 1976 48 
 Capt James Major / Friend 12th Jul 1977 47 
 Capt Alan Keane / Friend 18th Jul 1979 45 
 Capt Roger Pettman / Retired 10th Sep 1979 45 
 Capt Patrick Tebbutt / Friend 7th Feb 1981 43 
 Capt Chris Grubba / Ordinary 4th Feb 1981 43 
 Capt David Gardiner / Retired 8th April 1981 43 
30+ years Capt Bill Prins / Retired 6th Feb 1983 41 
    
 Capt Wim Van Alebeek / WA Honorary 19th Dec 1985 39 
 Capt Eric Barron / Retired 19th Feb 1986 38 
 Capt James Tunmore / Ordinary 19th Feb 1986 38 
 Capt Richard Purkiss / WA Honorary 19th Feb 1987 37 
 Capt Ian Harrod / Retired 14th Feb 1987 37 
 Capt Alfred De Rooij / Retired 12th Sep 1988 35 
 Capt Richard Gordon / Retired 14th Nov 1988 35 
 Capt Lindsay Copeman / Ordinary 28th Jul 1989 34 
 Capt Frank Kaleveld / Life 5th Nov 1989 34 
 Capt Robin Chester / Retired 8th Feb 1990 34 
 Capt Richard Court / Retired 11th Mar 1990 34 
 Capt Mike Dawes / Retired 3rd June 1991 33 
 Capt Mike Dunham / Retired 30th June 1992 32 
 Capt Phil Griffin / Ordinary 12th August 1991 33 
 Capt David Best / Retired 8th February 1993 31 

 
 

Updating Contact Details 
 
Members are asked to please update the Registrar with changes of residential address, email address, or 
phone numbers when they occur.  Contact details follow: - 
 

Eric Barron  /  registrar@comma-wa.org.au  /  0483 181 228 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:registrar@comma-wa.org.au
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TREASURERS REPORT 
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Company of Master Mariners of Australia – WA Branch 

 
Branch Court Contact Details 

 
 
 

Position Name COMMA Address Mobile Number 

Branch Master Zubin BHADA branch.master@comma-
wa.org.au 

0408 165 306 

Deputy Branch Master   
 

Immediate Past Branch 
Master 

Steve WENBAN past.bm@comma-wa.org.au 0457 562 622 

Hon Treasurer Raul PEREIRA treasurer@comma-wa.org.au 0434 803 525 

Hon Secretary Peter BARTLETT secretary@comma-wa.org.au 0448 879 176 

Hon Registrar Eric BARRON registrar@comma-wa.org.au 0483 181 228  

Points West Editor Mark BEAL editor@comma-wa.org.au 0409 299 290 

Social Coordinator Steve HARRIS social@comma-wa.org.au 0412 928 275 

Branch Court (Group 
Address) 

Copies to all above branch.court@comma-wa.org.au n/a 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:branch.master@comma
mailto:past.bm@comma
mailto:branch.court@comma
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