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Branch Masters Report  
 
Zubin Bhada 

 
Branch Master 

 

 
Branch Master’s Report – July 2023 

 
On behalf of the Branch, please find below the Branch Master’s report for July 2023. 
This month we held the general meeting at the FAC Club, Fremantle and had 
members from the Nautical Institute (WA branch) attend as well.  
 
Branch Court 
The Court meeting was held on 26th July at FAC premises. The face-to-face meeting 
followed the standard format whilst Sec’y took minutes. 
• Review of Last Minutes - BM thanked the court for their attendance (Last Meeting June 2023). 

• Review of Registrar’s report / Review of Secretary’s report / Review of Treasurer’s Report  

• Update from Federal Secretary – The BM & WA Branch Sec’y gave an update from 
correspondence received from federal court. 

• Update on the Federal Court – provided by WA Branch Sec’y & BM. 

• Update from WA Branch Secretary – Correspondence from last month/new applications etc. 

• Business Arising from Previous minutes followed by any Other Business. 

• End of session, we had our IT Adviser (Capt. Mani Bajwa) along with Sam who trialled a short 
TEAMs meeting to demonstrate our potential to host Hybrid meetings going forward. 

 

BM Update 
Below is our current status of the court, members are encouraged to come along and 
support the court team whenever they can.  
 

Branch Master Zubin Bhada - (fifth year standing, noting that there was no interest from the membership 
Zubin has committed to continue as BM (fifth year) until a suitable replacement is available 
to assume the position. 

Deputy Branch Master Mark Gooderham 

Immediate Past Branch Master Steven Wenban  

Secretary Peter Bartlett 

Treasurer Raul Pereira  

Registrar Eric Barron  

Editor, Points West Mark Beal 

FPA Liaison Officer David Heppingstone 

Branch Social Coordinator Steve Harris  

Branch Court IT Advisor Mani Bajwa  

 
➢ Leeuwin sponsorship - Scouts CoMMA Sponsored Voyage: Angelino Gibbins 

completed a presentation to COMMA members in June 2023. Very well presented 
and lots of information and stories to tell by young Angelino. 

Inside this Issue 

From the Branch Master 

News and Views 

Meeting Minutes 
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➢ News from FAC: John Hague has returned as FAC staff and working with Jimmy 

Khamassi will continue to support our monthly COMMA-WA session at FAC. There 
will be a session cost each time we utilise the FAC premises for our monthly court 
& general meetings. 
 

➢ General Meeting 
 
The General meeting for month of July 2023 was a standard COMMA-WA session 
where we had a total of 20 attendees. (members & guests). 
The session followed the usual process/format at the FAC Club. 

• Review of Registrar’s report / Review of Secretary’s report / Review of Treasurer’s 
Report  

• Business Arising from Previous minutes followed by any Other Business. 
 

  
Total of 20 CoMMA Members and guests in attendance 

 
Keynote speaker – Tim Gourlay & Dave Paynter  

 
The Port of Cape Cuvier – 30nm north of Carnarvon 

The session then broke out for members to grab their Indian curry 
dinner and glass of wine whilst the keynote speakers prepared for their 
presentation. 

 
CoMMA BM, Capt. Zubin Bhada introduced our keynote speakers for 
the evening. It was a great evening with two speakers (Tim Gourlay 
& Dave Paynter) talking to us on the topic of 'The Dynamic Mooring 
Analysis of 6-Bouy Spread -Moored Ships at Cape Cuvier’. 

 
About our speakers: 
Tim Gourlay is a mathematician who specializes in ship hydrodynamics. He 
worked as a researcher at the Australian Maritime College and Curtin 
University from 2001 to 2016, before starting up Perth Hydro. He now works 
as a consultant to industry, doing shipboard measurements and computer 
modelling in ship hydrodynamics. 
 
David Paynter has worked at Dampier Salt’s Cape Cuvier export terminal 
since 2010. He has held the role of Marine Superintendent since 2020. He is 
involved with ship scheduling and planning, and coordinating all aspects of 
each visit, including pilotage, mooring, loading and warping.  

 
The presentation: 
The Port of Cape Cuvier sits on the west coast of Australia, 
approximately 30 nautical miles north of Carnarvon. The port exports 
salt and gypsum, and is run by Dampier Salt Ltd. The coastline around 
Cape Cuvier is subject to long-period swells from the Southern Ocean. 
Ships are moored with a 6-buoy spread-mooring arrangement, to the 
north of a headland which offers partial protection.  
Cape Cuvier may be unique in being able to load ships in up to 3-metre 
long-period swell conditions. This is only possible with highly-trained 
mooring crew, specialized mooring equipment, and strict limits on the 
quality of ship visiting the terminal. The prevailing swell conditions 
produce considerable horizontal ship motions (surge, sway and yaw) 
which must be managed by the mooring crew.  
In this talk, we give an overview of the port and its operations, before 
focusing on moored ship motions and loads. Topics discussed include:  

• Predicting dynamic motions and loads using dynamic mooring analysis software  

• Validation of the software against measured mooring buoy loads  
• Numerical modelling and practical implementation of the change from steel wire to 
HMPE lines  
• Numerical modelling of the optimum mooring tail length for the port.  
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Giving an example of vessle loading at Cape Cuvier 

 
Members & Guest helping themselves to a Indian Curry Dinner 

 

 
BM Thanking our COMMA member Capt Dai for his efforts as 
the official Bell Polisher – which he never forgets and ensure the 
bell remains nice and shining – Thank you Capt Dai…. 

 
 

 
All in all, a great evening and enjoyed by everyone. 

           
BM (Capt Zubin Bhada) hands over new member Certificate to Capt Mani Bajwa  

 

 
BM (Capt Zubin Bhada) hands over new member Certificate to Capt Ryan Easther 

 

          
BM (Capt. Zubin Bhada) handing a small token of appreciation to Tim Gourlay (Left) and Dave Paynter (Right). 

. 

Points West 
Our in-house newsletter “Points West” continues to grow and deliver exceptional 
quality articles and information for our members. A big thankyou to Mark Beal who 
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continues to provide us a quality newsletter every month. Please do send in articles 
and/or stories that we can share with our membership.  
 
General News 
Based on attendance and now using the FAC facility, we can see members attending 
our monthly sessions. I encourage more members to please attend these sessions 
and thank those who attend and support the branch. 
 

 
 

a. Our next session will be on 30th Aug 2023, please do come along and support the branch/court 
who spend time and effort to provide information and keynote speakers that help to keep us 
informed of key marine issues around us. 

b. Our total membership is slowly increasing with the current total number of members being 127. 

 
Look Ahead for 2023: 
 

Month Activity: 
Keynote Speaker & Topic 

Venue / Topic 

26-Jul-2023 Tim Gourlay.  
Month end Session 
 

Dynamic Mooring Analysis of 6-
Buoy Spread-Moored Ships at 
Cape Cuvier. 

30-Aug-2023 Month end Session (TBC) 
 

 FAC, Fremantle 

27-Sep-2023 Month end Session (TBC)   

16-17 Oct 2023 Sea Scout Weekend Pelican Point 

25-Oct-2023 Month end Session  

11 Nov 2023 CoMMA & NIWA Annual Dinner Event  The Swan Yacht Club, Fremantle 

29 Nov 2023 Month end Session  
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Capt. Dai Davies our Official “Polisher Cloch” // Members discussing options/stories of bouy moorings in other area’s 

 
Thanks for all those members who make it a point to attend our monthly sessions and 
interact with other members over a glass of wine and a nice sit-down Indian Curry. 
Going forward we will be trialling out hybrid meetings where we will make available 
online access for those members who can dial in from home and still view and attend 
our monthly sessions – stay tuned for this new technology…. 
 
 
 
Capt. Zubin Bhada (AFNI)   

Branch Master 

 
 

End of Report 
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News and Veiws 
Federal Transport Minister announces review of 
National Freight & Supply Chain Strategy 
AUGUST 18, 2023 BY SHIPPING AUSTRALIA 

Pictured: a woman peers through a magnifying glass. It’s now time for the industry to scrutinise itself in the first review of the National Freight & Supply Chain Strategy. Photo credit: Emiliano Vittoriosi via 

unsplash. 
A review of the National Freight & Supply Chain Strategy is underway, following agreement between State & Territory 
Infrastructure Ministers, according to a new statement from the Hon Catherine King MP, Minister for Infrastructure, 
Transport, Regional Development and Local Government. 
“The Strategy is a holistic, coordinated and multi-modal approach to increase the safety, productivity and resilience of 
freight and supply chains, agreed by all jurisdictions. It sets an agenda for government and industry action across all 
freight modes to 2040 and beyond,” Minister King said. 
Noting the importance of Australian supply chains, the Minister added that the review will ensure that the strategy 
remains fit-for-purpose and that it is a critical opportunity to take stock of what has changed and what has been 
achieved since the first strategy was finalised in 2019. 
The review will also assess if there are gaps in the strategy’s goals and will identify priorities for the next five-year 
National Action Plan. 
According to the Terms of Reference, the review will: 

https://www.shippingaustralia.com.au/author/admin/
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/national-freight-and-supply-chain-strategy-tor.pdf
https://www.shippingaustralia.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Magnifying-glass-young-woman-eye-stock-credit-emiliano-vittoriosi-unsplash.jpg
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Sovereign capability for 
the Royal Australian 
Navy and Australian 
Border Force 

Fuel import and supply 

chain infrastructure 
Cruise ships and 

tourism opportunities 
Existing Gulf traffic 

• Assess if there are gaps in the strategy’s goals such as decarbonisation, supply chain resilience, 
and drawing on lessons learned following significant disruptions such as floods, bushfires, 
pandemics 

• Consider the performance of the strategy to date and priorities for the next five-year National 
Action Plan 

• Propose a small number of national, data-drive and high impact national key performance 
indicators to monitor implementation of the strategy over the next five years. 

The review will consider the outcomes, findings, or principles underpinning related work, including but not limited to: 

• the reviews of Infrastructure Australia, Inland Rail and the Road and Rail Supply Chain 
Resilience Review 

• work already underway to establish a Strategic Fleet and develop an Aviation White Paper and 
Infrastructure Policy Statement. 

The Terms of Reference paper states that the Review will be conducted by the Department of Infrastructure, 
Transport, Regional Development, Communications and the Arts in collaboration with state and territory governments 
and will include a partnership approach with industry to draw on expert knowledge. The Review will undertake public 
consultations and consider submissions in the second half of 2023. The Review will provide a report to Infrastructure 
and Transport Ministers by the end of 2023. The updated Strategy and National Action Plan for the next five years are 
anticipated to be completed by mid-2024. 
Public input is sought. Have your say by clicking here! . Submissions close 29 September 2023. 
Documents: 
Discussion Paper 
Terms of Reference 

FILED UNDER: MEDIA RELEASES, MEMBERS, POLICY COUNCILTAGGED WITH: NATIONAL FREIGHT & SUPPLY CHAIN 
STRATEGY, THE HON CATHERINE KING 

Search
 

 

Shipping Australia attends Safe & Efficient Port 
Operations Forum 
AUGUST 18, 2023 BY SHIPPING AUSTRALIA 

Pictured: a speaker address the Safe & Efficient Port Operations Forum. Photo: Shipping Australia. 
It was a great day yesterday, Thursday 18 August, at Safe & Efficient Port Operations Forum, 
which was organised and hosted by the Port Authority of New South Wales. 

https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/have-your-say/2023-review-national-freight-and-supply-chain-strategy
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/national-freight-and-supply-chain-strategy-discussion-paper.pdf
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/national-freight-and-supply-chain-strategy-tor.pdf
https://www.shippingaustralia.com.au/category/media-releases/
https://www.shippingaustralia.com.au/category/members/
https://www.shippingaustralia.com.au/category/policy-council/
https://www.shippingaustralia.com.au/tag/national-freight-supply-chain-strategy/
https://www.shippingaustralia.com.au/tag/national-freight-supply-chain-strategy/
https://www.shippingaustralia.com.au/tag/the-hon-catherine-king/
https://www.shippingaustralia.com.au/author/admin/
https://www.shippingaustralia.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Port-Authority-NSW-Safe-Efficient-Ports-Forum-August-2023-credit-Shipping-Australia-1.jpg
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More than 150 people from across a wide range of sectors in New South Wales – regulators, 
ports, government officials, towage, harbour masters, line boats and more attended the forum. 

Pictured: delegates from multiple maritime sectors attended yesterday’s event. Photo credit: Shipping Australia.
 

A wide range of topics were addressed include port performance, container port throughput, 
marine safety incidents around the world, Port State Control, the role of fuel within a supply chain; 
how to improve port performance, decarbonisation of fuel and the impacts of weather on port 
operations. 
There were many interesting highlights during the day. 
Attendees watched with appalled interest as the towage providers and pilots took the audience 
through some major accidents. No-one will ever forget the sight of a giant quay crane flopping 
over the stern end of a ship as if it were made of damp spaghetti after a berthing operation got out 
of control the crane and ship made contact. 
We all learned about just how strong bow thrusters are on the bigger ships as the underwater 
forces generated by a cruise ship demolished several mooring dolphins without making physical 
contact. 
A fascinating discussion took place on decarbonisation and green fuels. It is clear that policy 
action is needed now to help the industry decarbonise. 
The venue was the Prince Henry Convention Centre at Little Bay which provided delegates with 
spectacular views on a beautiful, sunny, day. A delicious buffet lunch, along with a choice of 
seafood, chicken or vegetarian paella, was served. 

https://www.shippingaustralia.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/IMG_0149.jpg
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Pictured: the view from the Prince Henry Convention Centre at Little Bay, Sydney. The “Coast” golf course and club-house are 

pictured in the background. 

 

  

https://www.shippingaustralia.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/View-from-Prince-Henry-Convention-Centre-Little-Bay.jpg
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THE COMPANY OF MASTER MARINERS OF 
AUSTRALIA - WESTERN AUSTRALIA BRANCH 

 

General Meeting Minutes 26th July 2023 
FAC Club, Fremantle 

 
The BM opened the general meeting at 1835hrs, welcoming COMMA WA members and their guests to this 
month-end general meeting at the FAC, Fremantle. 
 
Hon Chair requested members to introduce their guests.  

Tim Gourlay, Dave Paynter (Marine Supt Cape Cuvier), Camilla Eie , Kyaw Oo, Justin Smith, Stepanie 
Cannon and Carol Dooley (not dining) 

Apologies & Guests 
Apologies received and guests attending were captured in the attendance sheet distributed before the 
meeting. We have a total of 20 attendees including 5 guests.  
 

 
 

 
Keynote Guest Speaker – The Guest Speaker will be Tim Gourlay and Dave Paynter (Marine Supt Cape 
Cuvier) presenting on 'The Dynamic Mooring Analysis of 6-Bouy Spread -Moored Ships at Cape Cuvier’. 
 
Tim Gourlay is a mathematician who specializes in ship hydrodynamics. He worked as a researcher at the 
Australian Maritime College and Curtin University from 2001 to 2016, before starting up Perth Hydro. He 
now works as a consultant to industry, doing shipboard measurements and computer modelling in ship 
hydrodynamics. 
 
David Paynter has worked at Dampier Salt’s Cape Cuvier export terminal since 2010. He has held the role 
of Marine Superintendent since 2020. He is involved with ship scheduling and planning, and coordinating 
all aspects of each visit, including pilotage, mooring, loading and warping.  
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov

Members 25 17 16 18 21 22 15

Guests 3 1 2 4 2 2 5

Dining 24 14 12 22 20 21 15

Total Attendance 28 18 18 22 23 24 20 0 0 0 0
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Dynamic Mooring Analysis of 6-Buoy Spread-Moored Ships at Cape Cuvier  
Presented to Company of Master Mariners Australia (WA Branch)  
Fremantle, 26th July 2023  
by  
Tim Gourlay (Perth Hydro)  
Co-authors: David Paynter (Dampier Salt) and Brad Smith (Hatch)  

 
 
The Port of Cape Cuvier sits on the west coast of Australia, approximately 30 nautical miles north of Carnarvon. The 
port exports salt and gypsum, and is run by Dampier Salt Ltd.  
The coastline around Cape Cuvier is subject to long-period swells from the Southern Ocean. Ships are moored with a 
6-buoy spread-mooring arrangement, to the north of a headland which offers partial protection.  
Cape Cuvier may be unique in being able to load ships in up to 3-metre long-period swell conditions. This is only 
possible with highly-trained mooring crew, specialized mooring equipment, and strict limits on the quality of ship 
visiting the terminal. The prevailing swell conditions produce considerable horizontal ship motions (surge, sway and 
yaw) which must be managed by the mooring crew.  
In this talk, we give an overview of the port and its operations, before focusing on moored ship motions and loads. 
Topics discussed include:  
• Predicting dynamic motions and loads using dynamic mooring analysis software  
• Validation of the software against measured mooring buoy loads  
• Numerical modelling and practical implementation of the change from steel wire to HMPE lines  
• Numerical modelling of the optimum mooring tail length for the port.  
 

Dr. Tim Gourlay 
 

 
 
 
Update from BM:  
 
1. Court Positions – Status 

 

Tittle Status 

Branch Master The Branch Master (Zubin Bhada) would have stepped down at 
this AGM session (March 2023), however, noting that there was 
no interest from the membership he has committed to continue as 
BM (fifth year) until a suitable replacement is available to assume 
the position. 

Court IT 
Advisor 

Mani Bajwa agreed to provide assistance to the Branch in 
investigating the feasibility of holding hybrid meetings in the future 
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2. Leeuwin sponsorship - Scouts CoMMA Sponsored Voyage for two individuals: 
Angelino Gibbins completed a presentation to COMMA members in June 2023. Very nice presentation. 

 
3. News on FAC: 

John Hague has returned to the FAC staff and has been asked provide support to Jimmy to cover Master 
Mariner monthly meeting arrangements. Jimmy Khamassi will continue as the Operations Manager. He 
will be managing FAC activities including supporting CoMMA for its monthly sessions. In addition, below 
costs for each session have been agreed/accepted:  

a. The cost of outsourcing to and obtaining supply of the curry supper from Zab’s Curry House will 
be fully covered by the $25 charge per plate. 

b. A service fee of $150/- will be paid to FAC per session. (NB: there will be an excess fee charged 
by FAC for our May & June meetings as there will not be a full-time workforce shift in place until 
the end of June.) 

c. The standard nibbles at the bar will be $50/- per session. 
 

d. Previous Action: Peter B has prepared a draft agreement (MOU) to formalise our relationship 
with FAC. Same has been reviewed by the court and will be ready to be presented to FAC 
management once reviewed by the Ops Manager. 
Actioned again 29-July – repeat circulation to FAC Ops Manager for review before 
sending to Rev. Denis Claughton 

 
 

4. Federal AGM: Actions pending on WA branch: 
 

1. Zubin / someone to send Francis a copy of our submission on the ‘Australian Strategic Fleet’ 

(Action on DBM) 

2. Carol will continue to help with Master Mariner despite recent changes in Leeuwin 

Management. (Carol will continue to support this role and will have a draft ready for Oct 

2023) 

3. Francis asked that WA Branch find and secure all the Fed Secretary documentation that was 

in the care of Stuart Davey – then Mark Pointon. Once located please forward everything to 

him. (Action BM – Mark Pointon to progress with Francis). 

4. Ties / Pins / Plaques – to be managed by the Branches. Let Francis know if we can get a 

really good price on any of the items. (Raul to provide update on inventory of plaque, 

cuff links, ties, T-Shirts, etc…) Suggest we procure/buy some more… 

5. We need a full inventory of all paraphernalia (Raul) so we can order more 

6. Updated inventory rx’d from Raul. New members to get Tie, cuff links / lapel pin & copy of 

Constitution. Question: What we do for female new members. Members supported 

providing new female members with a choice of either a lapel pin or a scarf 

7. New Members to be given tie/pin & copy of constitution?? (Action on PB to print 6 copies 

of new constitution & follow up with Raul P confirming our intention to begin 

providing CoMMA paraphernalia to the current 6 new members beginning at the 

July meeting). 

8. Need to order name badges for newer members. BM to discuss with Raul. Raul to update 

stage he’s at with new name badges so far -  

9. Eric to send out invites for volunteers at Sea Scout Competition 

 
2023 Activity Status: 

Below table is a look ahead of monthly sessions along with other events: 
 

Month Activity: 
Keynote Speaker & Topic 

Venue / Topic 
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25-Jan-2023 Glen McDermott 
Incident Controller - Maritime Environmental 
Emergency Response DoT, WA 

Navy Club, Fremantle 
WA Spill Exercise Report 
  

19-Feb-2023 CoMMA Family Cruise – STS Leeuwin 
  

Leeuwin, Victoria Quay 

22-Feb-2023 Month end Session Q&A Session – BM 
News & Views (recent marine 
incidents) 
News & Views (recent marine 
incidents) 
Flying Angel Club 

29-Mar-2023 Mark Gooderham 
AGM 

Sustainable Shipping in the 
Marshall Islands 
AGM 
Flying Angel Club 

15 April 2023 Federal AGM 
Held in Sydney, WA Court represented by 
Capt. Peter Bartlett as Zubin’s delegate. 

Peter attended Fed 
AGM/Court Meeting via 
TEAMS. 

25 April 2023 ANZAC DAWN Service – Monument Hill Attended by BM (Zubin) and 
Wreath laid. 
 

26-Apr-2023 CPOET Clint Metcalfe   
Month end Session 

The Pacific Patrol Boat 
Programme 

31-May-2023 Lt Cdr Nick Carter 
 
 

The Grounding of HMS 
Nottingham 
 

28-Jun-2023 
 
(Combined 
session – 
CoMMA & NIWA) 

Sea Scout Presentation on their Leeuwin trip 
that was sponsored by CoMMA. Carol 
Shannon providing an introduction on 
Leeuwin program. 
Plus Carol to introduce? 

Carol Shannon 
Angelino Gibbins 
 

26-Jul-2023 Tim Gourlay & Dave Paynter 
Month end Session 
 

Dynamic Mooring Analysis of 
6-Buoy Spread-Moored Ships 
at Cape Cuvier. 

30-Aug-2023 Month end Session 
 

  

16-17 Sept 2023 Sea Scout Master Mariner Weekend  Pelican Point 

   

27-Sep-2023 Month end Session   

11-Nov 2023 CoMMA & NIWA Annual Dinner  Swan Yacht Club 

25-Oct-2023 Month end Session   

Hon. Secretary Report 

All inbound & outbound communications have been by telephone / e-mail and copied to all Court members. 
1. MOU with FAC 
2. Pin / Tie / plaque for new members? 
3. Purchase of Company insignia by Fed Sec? 
4. Update on Hybrid Meetings –  
5. Letter sent to Leeuwin Chair of Governors.  
6. Sea Scouts enquiry regarding Man Overboard procedures 

Social Coordinator Update  

Items to review: 
a. Annual Dinner 11 Nov (TBC) and Venue selection between Swan Yacht Club Vs ANZAC Club. 

KATZ are available for band/music (mate’s rates @$800/-). Check for Remembrance Day on 11 
Nov.  

b. World Maritime Day. Discovered that there is no intention to hold a WMD event towards the end of 
this year. 
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From the ANZAC Club: 
11-Nov-23 Dinner – Anzac Club will cost $6340.00 - $100 / head – 70% discount can be given to COMMA 
members + partners. NIWA members to decide on discount (if available/possible) 
 
For the SWAN Yacht Club: 
Room Hire = $ 500 
Bronze (alternate drop) @ $70 p.p. x 80 = $  5,600 + 500 = 6,100 / 80 = $76.25 p.p. 
Silver  “ @ $80 p.p. x 80 = $ 6,400 + 500 = 6,900 / 80 = $86.25 p.p. 
 
We will struggle to make 80 attendees for a dinner at $90+ p.p., based on the following: - 
 
2019 Dinner (Upstairs @ Raffles Applecross - $65 p.p.) 55 attendees  
2020 COVID - BBQ event on Leeuwin instead of dinner - $50 p.p.) 80 " 
2021 Dinner (ANZAC Club - $60 p.p.) 67 " 
2022 Dinner (ANZAC Club planned but cancelled) 

 
Action: Review options in July 2023 Court meeting for Annual Dinner venue and decide. 
The Court decision taken was supported by the members present. 
Date: Saturday 11-November  
Venue: Swan Yacht Club 
Menu: Alternate Drop - $90.00 version (3 courses) 
Band: Katz to be engaged – paid by Jetwave 
Confirmation of CoMMA subsidy of tickets for members, sponsors & NIWA TBD. 
 

Treasurer’s Report  
The Hon. Treasurer June-2023 report was provided to the Court by the Treasurer Capt. Raul Pereira.  
 
Total Income      $      154.00   
Total Expenses      $   8,228.00   
Cash Book Balance     $ 33,579.90 
Fixed Deposit     $ 30,000.00 
Total Balance including Reserve Account $ 84,573.86 
 
Note:  

• Treasurer Report was read to the Court by the BM, proposed for acceptance by the Capt. Steve Harris. 
The acceptance of the report was seconded by Peter Bartlett. 
 

Registrar’s Report  
The Hon. Registrar provided the following membership and applicant update for June-2023 

• Total WA Branch Members = 127 

• Federal Levy Payable = 107 

• Fee Paying Members = 103 

• Contributing Members = 80 

• Pending Members = 0 

• Total including ‘Read’ = 127 
  

WA Membership Applications – Recently Ratified by Federal Court  
 
Nil 
 
WA Membership Applications - Pending Ratification 
 
Nil 
 
 
WA Membership Applications - to be read June 2023 
Name    Type    Comment 
 
Nil 



 

16 | P a g e  
 
 

 
 
Membership Applications to be Read for Other Branches – XXXX 
 

Name Branch Comment 

 
 
 

  

 
 
Resignations WA –    
 
Nil 
        
Other Notes: 

a. Michael Parker transferred in April but was counted in WA numbers for Fed Levy. 
b. Keith Lamplugh ratified 21st July 2023, membership number 3025. Notified by email 4th July 2023. 

 

 

Federal Business 
General Meeting / Court Meeting & AGM held 15 April 2023 in Sydney.  
The WA branch was represented by Capt. Peter Bartlett (as Zubin’s delegate as he was on leave / holiday). 
Federal Levy - The Federal Levy for 2023, as set at the 19 November 2002 meeting, is $75.00 per eligible 
member. 
Fed levy paid 24th July 2023 
 

General / New Business 
The following items were discussed in this section: 

• Sea-Scouts Master Mariners Event postponed to 16/17-Sept. Action: EB to send out email 
requesting volunteers. 

• Hybrid Meetings:  

✓ Mani & PBI met at FAC on Tuesday 13-June. An associate of Mani’s from Jetwave 
– Sam also attended – which was good as he is less than half our age & 

understands IT systems such as Hybrid Meetings and the equipment set-up. 
✓ Sam also offered to write up a few notes for us on the equipment set-up at FAC, 

and a short piece to send to remote joiners that have not used ‘Teams’ before.  

✓ Additionally – a survey has been drafted to be distributed to all members to 
gauge general interest in the hybrid meeting concept. The survey process has 

been halted pending results of a ‘Go-Live’ test at our August general meeting. 

Survey prepared by Mani -https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TF32G87  
✓ Mani & Sam demonstrated a Telstra Modem, standard laptop & added a standard 

PC Camera. It was decided to purchase a PC Camera/Mic unit and use the 
Jetwave modem & laptop to undertake a live trial at our August General Meeting. 

o PB / EB / Sam & Mani to arrange a meeting at FAC about a week prior to 
next meeting (30-August) to test rig the gear and decide how to draft the 

Registrar email to members inviting them to either attend in person or 
attend online. The message will include instructions detailing exactly how 
to join online. 

o After above test – we will determine what equipment, we actually need to 
purchase and seek Court approval to expense. 

• Library Books: Discussion about our Library books. Court recommended at our April meeting that 
the library is donated to FAC for use of seafarers attending FAC. Members agreed to this proposal at 
our April General meeting. (Action: Steve Harris to commence process to donate the library 
books) 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TF32G87
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• Honour Board at FAC: Steve H noted that the displayed ‘Honour Board’ needs to be updated with 
BM incumbents going back 13 years. (Action: Steve Harris to make contact with the company to 
provide estimate to add new names to the board). 

• Letter written by BM to the Governors of the Leeuwin Foundation: response received. 
BM recommend to the Leeuwin Foundation, is that the BM (or Delegate) is invited to join as a 
Governor and/or Board of Director. 
 

 
 
 There being no further business the general meeting was closed by the BM at 1915 hrs.  
 
 
 
Capt. Zubin Bhada (Chair)    Capt. Peter Bartlett (not present) 
Branch Master      Hon. Branch Secretary  
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REGISTRARS REPORT 
 

Membership Movements 
Ratified by Federal (1) 1 New Associate member. 

Resigned to Friend 0  

Transferred to Retired 0  

Resigned from COMMA 0  

Rejoined 0  

Un-financial Members  0  

Membership Terminated 4 Due to non payment of fees 

Deceased 0  

Transferred Branch 0  

Membership Upgraded 0  

Membership Summary 
Federal Life Members 2   Voting rights / No levy / No fees 

Friends 17   Over 80 years old / No voting rights / No levy / No fees 

Ex-Officio Members 1   No voting rights / No levy / No fees  

WA Honorary Members 4 4  Voting rights / Federal Levy Payable / No fees 

Ordinary Members 67 67 67 Master (Unlimited Trading) 

Associate Members 16 16 16 Master (Restricted Trading) / Deck Officers & Others 

Retired Members 20 20 20 +65 years / 15 years membership / no longer employed 

Total Members    127    

Federal Levy Payable  107   

Fee Paying Members   103  

Contributing Members   80 Revenue-generating members paying full membership fee 

Pending Members (Read) 0   Application received / awaiting ratification 

Total incl “Read” 127    

 
WA Membership Applications Pending Ratification 

Name Type Comment 

Nil   

 
Membership Applications Read for WA Branch – 31st May 2023 

Name Branch Comment 

Nil   

 
Membership Applications Read for Other Branches – 31st May 2023 

Name Branch Comment 

Nil   

   

 
Comments 

(1) Ratified 21st July 2023. 
(2)  

 

Become a Shipping Australia Member 

Shipping Australia Ltd provides professional support to its members through promoting member interests. Membership  
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WAYPOINTS 
 
Forthcoming Birthdays 
 
The following Members celebrate birthdays in the period until the end of August 2023.  Ages are withheld to “protect 
the innocent”… 
2nd July 
5th July 
8th July 

John Mangini 
Dylan Smith 
Michael Birchall 

14th July Joshua Gonsalves 
19th July Royce Spencer 
20th July 
21st July 

Preetham Kumar 
Warren Sharpe 

27th July Mark Pointon 
29th July Ash Karkhanis 
5th August Kevin Stone 
6th August Jonathon Willis 
10th August Mark Gooderham 
13th August 
14th August 

Allan Gray 
David Aslett 

19th August Stuart Davey 
 
 
Forthcoming Membership Anniversaries 
 
The following Membership Anniversaries occur in the period until the end of August 2023. 
 
7 Years 
7 Years 
8 Years 
11 Years 
11 Years 
12 Years 
12 Years 
12 Years 
12 Years 
13 Years 
16 Years 
19 Years 
23 Years 
24 Years 
25 Years 
31 Years 

Neville Amaria 
Geoff Howard 
Ash Karkhanis 
Rod Silvester 
Royce Spencer 
Mark Gooderham 
David Kenny 
Christopher Payne 
David Oliver 
Bruce White 
Jeffery Hinnrichsen 
Rob Underhill 
David Heppingstone 
Greg Tonninson 
Bill Deacon 
Philip Griffin 

34 Years 
44 Years 
49 Years 

Lindsay Copeman 
Alan Keane 
Michael Keily 
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Long-Serving Members 
 
The Branch Court wishes to acknowledge and thank the following members who have achieved significant periods of 
COMMA membership during January. 
 
Period Name / Membership Ratification Date Years 
60+ years Capt Robert Leggat / Friend 1st Feb 1957 66 
50+ years Capt David Clarke / Friend 17th Feb 1964 59 
 Capt Alexander Small / Friend 30th Mar 1967 56 
 Capt Corney Durham / Retired 15th May 1967 56 
 Capt Peter Shoebridge / Friend 19th Jun 1967 56 
 Capt Mike Gusterson / Retired 11th Sep 1969 53 
 Capt “Dai” Davies / Friend 30th Oct 1969 52 
40+ years Capt Richard Ireland / Retired 19th Jun 1972 51 
 Capt Mike Kiely / Retired 18th Jul 1974 48 
 Capt Paddy Evelegh / WA Honorary 3rd Feb 1976 47 
 Capt John Abernethy / Friend 1st Oct 1976 45 
 Capt David Aslett / Retired 4th Oct 1976 45 
 Capt James Major / Retired 12th Jul 1977 45 
 Capt Alan Keane / Friend 18th Jul 1979 43 
 Capt Roger Pettman / Ordinary 10th Sep 1979 43 
 Capt Patrick Tebbutt / Friend 7th Feb 1981 42 
 Capt Chris Grubba / Ordinary 4th Feb 1981 42 
 Capt David Gardiner / Ordinary 8th April 1981 41 
30+ years Capt Bill Prins / Ordinary 6th Feb 1983 40 
 Capt David Notman / Friend 28th Sep 1983 39 
 Capt Wim Van Alebeek / WA Honorary 19th Feb 1985 38 
 Capt Eric Barron / Ordinary 19th Feb 1986 37 
 Capt James Tunmore / Ordinary 19th Feb 1986 37 
 Capt Richard Purkiss / WA Honorary 19th Feb 1987 36 
 Capt Ian Harrod / Ordinary 14th Feb 1987 36 
 Capt Alfred De Rooij / Ordinary 12th Sep 1988 34 
 Capt Richard Gordon / Ordinary 14th Nov 1988 34 
 Capt Lindsay Copeman / Ordinary 28th Jul 1989 33 
 Capt Frank Kaleveld / Life 5th Nov 1989 33 
 Capt Robin Chester / Retired 8th Feb 1990 33 
 Capt Richard Court / Ordinary 11th Mar 1990 33 
 Capt Mike Dawes / Retired 3rd June 1991 32 
 Capt Mike Dunham / Retired 30th June 1992 31 
 Capt Phil Griffin / Ordinary 12th August 1991 31 
 Capt David Best / Ordinary 8th February 1993 30 

 
 

Updating Contact Details 
 
Members are asked to please update the Registrar with changes of residential address, email address, or phone 
numbers when they occur.  Contact details follow: - 
 

Eric Barron  /  registrar@comma-wa.org.au  /  0483 181 228 

 

is open t 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:registrar@comma-wa.org.au


 

21 | P a g e  
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Company of Master Mariners of Australia – WA Branch 
 

Branch Court Contact Details 
 
 
 

Position Name COMMA Address Mobile Number 

Branch Master Zubin BHADA branch.master@comma-
wa.org.au 

0408 165 306 

Deputy Branch Master 
 

deputy.bm@comma-wa.org.au 
 

Immediate Past Branch 
Master 

Steve WENBAN past.bm@comma-wa.org.au 0457 562 622 

Hon Treasurer Raul PEREIRA treasurer@comma-wa.org.au 0434 803 525 

Hon Secretary Peter BARTLETT secretary@comma-wa.org.au 0448 879 176 

Hon Registrar Eric BARRON registrar@comma-wa.org.au 0483 181 228   

Points West Editor Mark BEAL editor@comma-wa.org.au 0409 299 290 

Social Coordinator Steve Harris social@comma-wa.org.au 0437 430 704 

Branch Court (Group 
Address) 

Copies to all above branch.court@comma-wa.org.au n/a 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:branch.master@comma
mailto:deputy.bm@comma
mailto:past.bm@comma
mailto:branch.court@comma
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