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Branch Masters Report

Zubin Bhada

Branch Master

Remembrance Day 11 Nov 2023

Remembrance Day (also known as Poppy Day owing to the tradition of wearing a remembrance poppy) is
a memorial day observed in Commonwealth member states since the end of the First World War to honour
armed forces members who have died in the line of duty. Remembrance Day is observed on 11 November
to recall the end of First World War hostilities. Hostilities ended "at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th
month" of 1918, in accordance with the armistice signed by representatives of Germany and the Entente
between 5:12 and 5:20 that morning. The First World War formally ended with the signing of the Treaty of
Versailles on 28 June 19109.
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11 Nov 2023, Remembrance Day was well attended at Monument Hill,
Fremantle. COMMA WA attended the session (BM & Hin Registrar) and
laid a wreath. It was a pleasant day, and all arrangements were well
managed with a large crowd in attendance

Remembrance Day working group; the mayor and councillors of the City of Fremantle executed an excellent
service to honour service men past and present and all those who lost their lives in the line of duty.

Capt. Zubin Bhada (AFNI)
Branch Master

End of Report
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NEWS AND VIEWS

VALE CAPTAIN DAVID NOTMAN

David Conrad Finlay-Notman was born in Crayford, Kent UK on the 16th February 1936, just six
months before the outbreak of World War 11. He moved to London as a young lad and their area
came under heavy bombing during the Blitz. His childhood memories were of days spent
searching for; and collecting hot metal and spent bullets around their streets.. He went to three
different schools because of the bombing and was always delighted when the notices went up "No
School Today"!

David studied at the London Nautical College and his first ship was the Cape St. David on which
he served four years. The ship sailed into Fremantle in 1954 and at a dance one night he met a
young Perth girl, Sandra and a spark was lit. Six years of letters and the occasional call back into
Fremantle followed before they eventually became engaged. David's stepfather Captain Robert
Finlay-Notman was Marine Superintendent of The Athel Line and David was persuaded to join
Athel Prince where he soon became Chief Officer.

David and Sandra married in London in 1960 and he set sail for the USA.

During this voyage the ship encountered a horrific storm and whilst on deck checking the hatches
David was washed overboard. The Captain was astounded as he withessed the amazing sight of
David being swept back on board! David always believed that God looked after sailors, and he
was certainly proved that to be correct that time.

Sandra joined the ship in Liverpool and the next two years were happily spent sailing, in particular,
around the South Pacific. They were very happy times indeed. On the voyage home from New
Zealand a distress signal went out as an inter-island vessel had broken down and was drifting,
with some100 passengers and crew aboard. David shot the line and secured the vessel and
towed the ship safely to Rarotonga to a huge welcome.

In 1968, now with a daughter, Samantha and a son Daniel, David decided to come ashore, and
the family settled in Fremantle. David joined Fremantle Stevedoring Company and began his new
career as a stevedore superintendent. In 1970, they welcomed twins Jason and Laura, and their
family was now complete. In 1983 he joined CoMMA and in 1987 was Branch Master. He loved
living in WA, he enjoyed his job and the people he met. When he retired, he enjoyed his golf,
reading and just being with the family. He and Sandra had five grandchildren, and one great
grandson.

Over the last six years David's health declined and he had many stays in hospital. He never once

complained, but breaking his hip recently, it all just became too difficult. He passed away
peacefully with his loving family with him.
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New Flying Angel Club Opens for
Port Walcott

WELCOME

to Mission to
Seafarers
Port Walcott

Our purpose is to provide:
* support for the seafarer’s physical,
emotional and spiritual needs
» a dedicated space the seafarers can
relax in and enjoy
» access to Wickham town amenities like
the supermarket, bar and post office

The recreation roem is for seafarers
to relax in, with a variety of free .
amenities and activities. . -
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WELCOME
to Mission to
Seafarers
Port Walcott

Mission to Seafarers Port MISSIONS TO
Walcott {(MTSPW) is a part of SEAFARERS
mMisslons to Seafarers Narth LY | NORTHWEST

West Australia (MTSNWA), AUSTRALIA m
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THE COMPANY OF MASTER MARINERS OF
AUSTRALIA - WESTERN AUSTRALIA BRANCH

General Meeting Minutes 29" Nov 2023
FAC Club, Fremantle

The Hon Sec’y opened the meeting at 1230hrs, welcoming CoMMA WA members and their guests to the
November lunch-time general meeting session at the FAC, Fremantle.

Hon. Secretary requested members to introduce their guests.

There was only one guest -

Paul MacGillivary, our new re-joining member, attending as a guest whilst we formalise his membership.
Apologies

BM Capt. Zubin Bhada sent his apologies. He is overseas on leave.

Apologies received and guests attending were captured in the attendance sheet distributed before the
meeting. We had a total of 20 attendees including 1 guest. No members attending online this month as we
did not have the necessary equipment available to set up the system.

COMMA Meeting Attendance 2023

mmm Members mmmm Guests = Dining e—Total Attendance =—@=0On Line
30 .
25
20
15
10
5
0
Jan Feb ' Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep | Oct Nov
mmmm Members 25 17 16 18 21 22 15 21 15 16 19
mmm Guests 3 1 2 4 2 2 5 2 2 1 1
= Dining 24 14 12 22 20 21 15 16 13 15 17
e—Total Attendance 28 18 18 22 23 24 20 24 20 19 20
=@=—0n Line 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 2 0
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Keynote Guest Speaker — Capt Steve Harris was the speaker and the topic was “My Voyage to
Western Australia”.

Steve will be presenting and speaking about his experiences, both life and work, that caused him to end up
settling in Western Australia and not some other part of the world.

Great year 2023, where we had 10 keynote speakers with varied topics (see below table)

Month Keynote Speaker / Activity Topic
Jan-2023 Glen McDermott WA Spill Exercise Report
Incident Controller - Maritime
Environmental Emergency Response
DoT, WA
Feb-2023 CoMMA Family Cruise — STS Leeuwin
Feb-2023 Open Forum discussion News & Views (recent marine
Q&A Session — BM incidents)
Mar-2023 Mark Gooderham (Deputy BM) Sustainable Shipping in the
Marshall Islands — AGM at Flying
Angel Club
April 2023 ANZAC DAWN Service — Monument Hill | Attended by BM (Zubin) and
Wreath laid.
Apr-2023 CPOET Clint Metcalfe The Pacific Patrol Boat Programme
May-2023 Lt Cdr Nick Carter The Grounding of HMS Nottingham
Jun-2023 Carol Shannon & Angelino Gibbins Sea Scout Presentation on their
Leeuwin trip & Introduction on
Leeuwin program.
Jul-2023 Tim Gourlay & David Paynter Dynamic Mooring Analysis of 6-
Buoy Spread-Moored Ships at
Cape Cuvier.
Aug-2023 Mani Bajwa (Jetwave commercial Challenges with Small Vessel
Manager) Operations
Sept 2023 Sea Scout Master Mariner Weekend Pelican Point
Sep-2023 Capt. Ajith Nair (Propel Marine) Seafarer Well-Being Onboard
Oct-2023 Capt. Savio Fernandes Pilot Transfers and due diligence
(Harbour Master Fremantle Port)
Nov 2023 Remembrance Day at Monument Hill
Nov 2023 CoMMA & NIWA Annual Dinner Event The Swan Yacht Club, Fremantle
Nov 2023 CoMMA Lunchtime Meeting Capt Steve FAC
Harris — ‘My Voyage to Western
Australia’
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Update from BM:
Court Positions — Status

Tittle

Status

Branch Master Capt. Zubin Bhada would have stepped down at this AGM session (March 2023), however, noting

that there was no interest from the membership he has committed to continue as BM (fifth year) until
a suitable replacement is available to assume the position.

Deputy BM

The court is looking for a new Deputy BM.

Mani Bajwa was co-opted to take up the role, and he accepted on the basis he does not starts until
Jan 2024.

Treasurer

Capt. Raul Pereira - Announced that he intends to step down at next AGM, however, will continue in
the role until a suitable replacement is available to assume the position.

Leeuwin Update:

No further updates published yet. The latest news remains that the Minderoo foundation (Andrew Forrest) to
salvage financial wreckage of Leeuwin Ocean Adventure Foundation (19 Sept 2023 — West Australian
News).In addition the present boards (Governors and Directors) are to be replaced. It is recommended that
both NIWA & CoMMA be established in ‘Maritime Advisory Roles’ within the Leeuwin Foundation
organisation.

David Bowden, Leeuwin Volunteer, provided some further information in the matter:

He confirmed that the vessel has a full order book through most of the pending season —

Also, that the Administrator remains in place and there is presently no set date for a handover to the Minderoo
Foundation.

News on FAC:

Following costs for each session have been agreed/accepted:

a. The cost of outsourcing to and obtaining supply of the curry supper from Zab’s Curry House is fully covered by
the $25 charge per plate.

b. A service fee of $150/- will be paid to FAC per session. The standard nibbles at the bar will be $50/- per session.
With the stable situation regarding Curry Supper supply from Zab Curry House and our funding agreement with
FAC in place it has become apparent that we are able to reduce the ‘cost per plate’ to $20.00 — provided the
number of members dining is 15 or more. With less than 15 diners the meal cost requires that the plate cost is
$25.00.

c. Note: at less than 12 diners even the $25.00 plate cost will not fully cover the meal cost. This is the present
situation — should conditions & prices change substantially we may have to modify this regime.

d. With 17 diners at our November general meeting, we were able to reduce the plate charge to $20.00.This raised
$340.00 which more than covered the $ 300.00 cost of the curry meal.

Actions for Court Team:

Request options for deputy BM from within the court team — action ASAP. (Mani accepted to take
on the role as Deputy BM starting Jan 2024)

BM manging the role organise Keynote Speaker for coming months, however, would request one
of the other court members to support this process — Mani as Deputy BM will support this in the
new year.

Request options for BM role as ZB wants to step down at next AGM. (to be discussed closer to
the time)

Request options for Treasurer role as Raul wants to step down at next AGM. (to be discussed
closer to the time)

Master Mariner magazine. Carol (Editor) will have draft publication ready by end of Nov 2023.
(work in progress).

Library keys handed over to FAC management (Rev. Dennis C) during the annual dinner event.
(Complete)

Fed court has requested other branches to consider — hosting of the Boulton Lecture in Sept-
Oct 2024. WA branch have reviewed and currently do not have the capacity to hold the Boulton
lecture for 2024. Suggestion made to have the Boulton lecture made available online for all
members of COMMA to participate (ZB to provide feedback at the next Federal Court Meeting)
Remembrance Day — 11 Nov 2023 (10:30am) at Monument Hill, Fremantle. ZB & Eric attended
and also laid a wreath. (Complete)

Raul has ordered cuff links and Tie pins from Fed Sec’y. (Complete)



J-

Scarf for female members. (ZB to approach Rachel to help)

Federal Court meeting held 19 Auq 2023:
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Next Fed Court meeting scheduled for 16" Dec 2023.

The Court agreed that the Company should acknowledge Honorary and Life members with a
plaque. The Federal Secretary shall collate the list of members requiring a plaque and source the
costs thereof. Sept 2023, all directors of Fed Court approved the Fed court to organise and
recognise all Hon. & Life Members of COMMA (all branches) and award them a small
plague. Costs for this will be one off — paid by Fed Court. Honorary Member Capt. Steve
Harris noted that many Honorary / Life Members will probably already have at least one CoMMA
Plague. He suggested that perhaps plaques presented to Honorary / Life Members should be
engraved with the fact that they are ‘Honorary or Life Members. We will ask the BM to raise this
matter at the next Federal AGM.

Some Branches require additional ties. Federal Secretary to follow up with purchase of 200
pieces each of Company tie clips and cufflinks. Order for Cuff links & Ties placed by WA Branches
have arrived.

All Branches were informed that there is no prescribed minimum or maximum amount of annual
subscription they can charge the different category of members and they should consider their
actual expenses in running the Branch, the Federal Levy payable and what they believe each
category of member can afford, when setting their annual rates. Question was posed — ‘What are
the subscription rates for all the CoMMA Branches’?

The Federal Master iterated the need for all Branches to seek a suitable member to take over the
role of Federal Registrar. The incumbent Registrar would be pleased to have an understudy. (WA
Court recognised the shortfall and minuted the vacancy and have requested WA COMMA
members to review their option to support this fed role).

Master Mariner magazine Update — Carol is currently working on pulling together a DRAFT
of the Master mariner magazine for end Oct review by Fed Court. BM encouraged the court
to provide support to carol by submitting a few articles if they can.

COMMA 2023 Outstanding Achievement Award - WA COMMA Court have nominated Carol
Shannon for this award, BM submitted nomination in Aug 2023.

With Governor General approval in hand, we can now publish our revised CoMMA Constitution.
Attached is a copy of the revised Constitution and the results of the Special Resolution passed
at the Federal Court meeting on 19 August 2023. All queries regarding the Special Resolution
and the revised Constitution are to be directed to the Branch Court in the first instance.

CoMMA Amendments to the
Constitution 2002 a: CoMMA Constitutio



Remembrance Day 11 Nov 2023
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11 Nov 2023, Remembrance Day was well attended
at Monument Hill, Fremantle. COMMA WA attended
the session (BM & Hin Registrar) and laid a wreath. It
was a pleasant day, and all arrangements were well
managed with a large crowd in attendance.



The Company of Master Mariners
Western Australia Branch

Registrars Report — 29" November 2023

Membership Movements

Ratified by Federal 0
Resigned to Friend 0
Transferred to ‘Retired’ 0
Resigned from COMMA 0
Rejoined 0
Un-financial Members 0
Membership Terminated 0
3)
Deceased 0
Transferred Branch 0
Membership Upgraded 0
Membership Summary
Federal Life Members 2 Voting rights / No levy / No fees
Friends (1) 16 Over 80 years old / No voting rights / No levy / No fees.
Ex-Officio Members 1 No voting rights / No levy / No fees
WA Honorary Members 4 4 Voting rights / Federal Levy Payable / No fees
Ordinary Members 67 67 67 | Master (Unlimited Trading)
Associate Members (2) 16 16 16 | Master (Restricted Trading) / Deck Officers & Others
Retired Members 20 20 20 | + 65 years / 15 years membership / no longer employed
Total Members 126
Federal Levy Payable 107
Fee Paying Members 103 | (3) Total “Financial” 99 / “Un-financial” 7 at 30-May-23
Contributing Members 80 | Revenue-generating members paying full membership fee
Pending Members (Read) 0 Application received / awaiting ratification
Total incl “Read” 126
WA Membership Applications Pending Ratification
Name Type Comment
Nil
WA Branch Membership Applications to be Read 28th June 2023
Name Type Comment
Nil
Membership Applications to be Read for Other Branches — 30" August 2023
Name Branch Comment
Nil
Comments

(1) D Notman (Friend) deceased 6/11/23. Does not change numbers for Levy or Fee paying members.

11|Page



TREASURERS REPORT

COMPANY OF MASTER MARINERS OF AUSTRALIA
Western Australia Branch

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 25TH OCT to 20TH NOW 2023

BANKS WESTPAC TOTAL
CASH BOOK BALANCE as at 25 October 2023 $3560050 % 35,600.50
INCOME
Annual Dinner Sponsorship - Jetwave Marine ¥ 800.00
Annual Dinner 2023 Ticket sales ¥ 223500
Annual Dinner Sponsorship - Seaways Consultant ¥ 500.00
k> -

TOTAL INCOME WESTPAC $ 3.535.00

5 3,535.00
EXPEMNSES
Peter Bartlett - Annual Dinner KATZ Band $800.00
Zubin Bhada - Annual Dinner Appreciation Gifts ¥ 08.90
Flying Angel Club September Monthly Mesting {Invoice 6792 $215.00
Zubin Bhada - Rememberance Day Wreath $100.00
Annual Dinner - Swan Yatch Club $ 7.668.00
FederalCourt - Lapel Pins & Tie Pins ¥ 504.00
TOTAL EXPENSES WESTPAC $ 9,385.90

$ 9,385.90

Wesipac
CASH BOOK BALANCES as at 20TH NOVEMBER 2023 $29,749.60 $ 29,749.60
CASH RESERVE ACCOUNT AT 35T OCTOBER 2023 5 21,075.18
INTEREST and Fees on 31 OCTOBER 2023 3 28.63
RECOMCILIATION WITH BANK STATEMENTS 20TH NOVEMBER 2023 5 21,103.81
|

FIXED TERM DEPOSIT (FTD) ACCOUNT opened 12TH MAY 2023 5 30,000.00
INTEREST EARNED ON FTD ACCOUNT 20 NOVEMBER 2023| b -
RECOMCILIATION WITH BANK STATEMENTS 20TH NOVEMBER 2023 5 30,000.00
Plus ChequesfCash on hand b - |
Adjusted Cash Balance as at 20TH NOVEMBER 2023 $ - $ 80,853.41
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Company of Master Mariners of Australia - WA Branch

Branch Court Contact Details

Position Name COMMA Address Mobile Number

Branch Master Zubin BHADA branch.master@comma- 0408 165 306
Deputy Branch Master

Immediate Past Branch Steve WENBAN past.om@comma-wa.org.au 0457 562 622
Hon Treasurer Raul PEREIRA treasurer@comma-wa.org.au 0434 803 525
Hon Secretary Peter BARTLETT secretary@comma-wa.org.au 0448 879 176
Hon Registrar Eric BARRON reqgistrar@comma-wa.org.au 0483 181 228
Points West Editor Mark BEAL editor@comma-wa.org.au 0409 299 290
Social Coordinator Steve HARRIS social@comma-wa.org.au 0412928 275
Branch Court (Group Copies to all above | branch.court@comma-wa.org.au n/a
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Company of Master Mariners of Australia

Joining the m

The Company of Master Mariners of Australia

is an independent association established to promote the interests
and status of the Merchant Mavy generally and of Master Mariners in
particular,

The Companywas foundedin 1938 by Capt. A. N. Boulton, MBE, VRD, B.Com,
Ex-C and became an incorperated body in 1988,

The Company of Master Mariners of Australia Limited is a not-for-profit
professional association that is limited by guarantee.

The Company has FIVE {5) Branches based in Adelaide, Brisbane, Fremantle,
Melbourne and Sydney.

Ordinary Membership Associate Membership
A person may be admitted as an Ordinary A person may be admitted as an Associate Member
(“full™) Member if he or she holds: if he or she is not otherwise eligible for Ordinary

membership but wishes to be associated with the
*  an AMSA Master over 3000 grg Certificate

of Competency [“Class 17); or

gualifications or expertise conducive to furthering

* an AMSA Master under 3000 gr}, the objectives of the Company.
Certificate of Competency for

Examples of this membership could be someone who
Unlimited Trading (“Class2"}; or ples of P ’

holds:
® an overseas equivalent Certificate of -
1. Deck Watchkeeper Certificate;
Competency [gcognised by AMSA; or
y ¥ v 2. Master <24m <35m <80m
® iz an RAN Officer of Lieutenant Commander 3. Marine Engineer gualifications

(Executive Branch) rank or ghove, 4. Naval Architect qualifications

Objectives

The principal aims, among other things, are to:

* provide in Australia a unified body of Master Mariners capable of
collective representation on all occasions and in all matters affecting
their interests or the status of the Merchant Mavy and its Officers;

® Carry on its activities to maintain an apolitical and non-industrial
emphasis;

* [reate and sustain a social organization of privileges within which
members, either alone orin association with others, can be afforded
facilities, and occasion, to discuss matters of mutual interest connected
with the Merchant Navy or any related aspect of maritime concern;

* astablish scholarship grants for young seamen atsaand ashore

Why loin the Company of Master Mariners of Australia?

The Company waorks to educate and advocate on issues that are important to the MARITIME INDUSTRY. We
greanise and attend events that recognize achievements as a Master Mariner.

Spciglising and networking — Branch Membership

Equally important is the social and networking advantages of meeting our fellow Master Mariners.

Real Benefits

Cpportunity to hear and meet monthly Guest Speakers — on Fantastic Marine Related TOPICS.

Meeting & Spcjglising with Senior & Prominent Master Mariners who are either in active service and/or
retired.

Participation in supporting Sea Scouts.

Participating in Memorial Services like ANZAC Day, Merchant Navy Memorial,etc.
Participation in World Maritime Day.

Provide feedback to industry via consult process for Marine Legislation.

Avail the benefits of International Federation of Shipmasters’ Association [IFMSA).

ocoodoo0o oo
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UPGRADE

YOUR &
FUTURE

FIND OUT HOW THE NAUTICAL INSTITUTE CAN Nautical
HELP YOU ACHIEVE YOUR GOALS Y£ Institute

Application for Membership
2 easy ways to join
<™ Online at www.nautinstorg || Complete the application form below

Last name
st namess) Tithe (Captain, Me, et
Empboyer Position
Date of birth Mationallty
Postal address
Telnao Ermall

Oihaveattached scans/photocopies of my relevant cestificates andfor O

How did you hear of The Nautical Instituta?
¥ a Nautical Institute member has Introduced you to us, please state thelr name and memibership numbes:

Signed Date

The information you spply will be used and sfored by The Neutica! nstitute witfiin she e of the Genesl Dot Profection Requiation.
in cevtoin parts of e word membership B are allowobis o o dechuchion pwposes

Payment

[CJchagque — make payable to The Mautical Insttute’ (we can acoept a cheque drawn on a UK bank
account of & banker's draft)

[aank transfer by BACS - plsasa prowice wour full name and addeess as a reference on the transfer for
which the details ase as follows:
The Royal Bank of Scotland, PO Box 412, 62463 Threadneedle Street, London ECIR 8LA
Account no 23110027 Sort code: 16-00-15 BICAWET Code: RBOSGEZL IBAM: GB96 RBOS 16001523 1100 27

O red card - pleasa complata the foliowing ?::,&
Card number: IIJ
Security code: Expiry date: 5
Name of card-halder: -

Signed: Date:

Return this form to:

The Mautical Instiute, 202 Lambeth Road, London 581 700, UK
Telk +44 (0)20 75328 1351; Ematk memberg@nautinst.ong
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