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Branch Masters Report  
 
Zubin Bhada 

 
Branch Master 

 

 
Branch Master’s Report – Oct 2023 

 
On behalf of the Branch, please find below the Branch Master’s report for Oct 2023. This month we 
held the general meeting at the FAC Club, Fremantle as a face-to-face session as well as an 
HYBRID TEAMS online meeting. 

  
 
Branch Court 

The Court meeting was held on 25th Oct at FAC premises. The face-to-face meeting followed the 
standard format whilst BM took minutes in absence of Branch Sec’y. 

o Review of Last Minutes - BM thanked the court for their attendance (Last Meeting Sept 
2023). 

o Review of Registrar’s report / Review of Secretary’s report / Review of Treasurer’s Report  
o Update from Federal Secretary – The BM & WA Branch Sec’y gave an update from 

correspondence received from federal court. 
o Update on the Federal Court – provided by WA Branch Sec’y & BM. 
o Update from WA Branch Secretary – Correspondence from last month/new applications 

etc. 
o Business Arising from Previous minutes followed by any Other Business. 

 
 

BM Update 
Below is our current status of the court, members are encouraged to come along and support 
the court team whenever they can.  

 

Branch Master Zubin Bhada - (fifth year standing, noting that there was no interest from the membership 
Zubin has committed to continue as BM (fifth year) until a suitable replacement is available 
to assume the position. 

Deputy Branch Master Currently this court position in VACANT 

Immediate Past Branch Master Steven Wenban  

Secretary Peter Bartlett 

Treasurer Raul Pereira - Announced that he intends to step down at next AGM, however will continue 
in the role until a suitable replacement is available to assume the position. 

Registrar Eric Barron  

Editor, Points West Mark Beal 

FPA Liaison Officer David Heppingstone 

Branch Social Coordinator Steve Harris  

Branch Court IT Advisor Mani Bajwa  

 
  

Inside this Issue 

From the Branch Master 

News and Views 

Meeting Minutes 
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➢ News from FAC:  
FAC staff under leadership of Jimmy Khamassi will continue to support our monthly COMMA-
WA session at FAC. There will be a session cost each time we utilise the FAC premises for our 
monthly court & general meetings. 

 
➢ General Meeting 

The General meeting for month of Oct 2023 was a standard COMMA-WA session where we had 
a total of 19 attendees. (members & guests) and two online members. This was the 3rd time we 
successfully coordinated a HYBRID General meeting via TEAMS. Below snip shows the TEAMS 
meeting duration with two (2) attendees. 

 

 
 

 
The session followed the usual process/format at the FAC Club 

 
o We had BM (Capt. Zubin Bhada) who setup the TEAMs meeting and conducted the general 

session and the keynote speaker session via TEAMS. 
o Review of Registrar’s report / Review of Secretary’s report / Review of Treasurer’s Report  
o Business Arising from Previous minutes followed by any Other Business.  

 

 
COMMA Members in attendance for 25th Oct 

The session then broke out for members to grab their Indian curry 
dinner and glass of wine whilst the keynote speaker prepared for 
their presentation. 
 
CoMMA BM (Capt. Zubin Bhada) introduced our keynote speaker for 
the evening. Capt. Savio Fernandes, who graciously volunteered 
being the keynote speaker at short notice and spoke to the 
membership on a great topic – “Pilot Transfers and due diligence”. 

 

 
Members having their curry dinner 

About our speaker: 
Captain Fernandes is a Master Mariner (Class 1) with an extensive 
career in maritime operations, at sea, in technical ship management 
and port management. Prior to taking over as Harbour master for 
Fremantle Ports, Savio was Manager – Ship Quality and Vetting with 
Fortescue Metals Group as and as Deputy Harbour Master for the 
Port of Port Hedland with Pilbara Ports Authority for two and a half 
years. Captain Fernandes commenced his career at sea in 1991 as a 
junior officer on oil/chemical tankers and bulk carriers and has a 
Harbour Masters Diploma from Lloyds Maritime Academy – UK. 
He spent the last four years of his sea-going career as a master in 
command of oil tankers trading worldwide and specialising on ice-
class oil tankers operating in northern Europe, in the Baltic, north of 
Norway and around Russia. 
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 PILOT TRANSFER ARRANGEMENTS CONTINUED NON-
COMPLIANCES – WHY????? 
 

• Reactive nature 

• Tolerance and lack of risk appreciation 

• No clear alignment between IMO (SOLAS) and ISO 
standards 

• Limited memory 

• Inconsistent regulatory framework 

• Ship operators & Shipboard personnel 

• Incorrect interpretation of requirements – Lack of 
commitment to safety of pilots – Poor monitoring 
regimes 

• Gap in Pre-arrival monitoring 

• Trust in compliance culture – good faith 

 
 

 

 
ACTIONS REQUIRED – Implementing changes for measurable 
effectiveness 
 

• Influencing change 

• Regulations - IMO / ISO 

• Collaboration with Flag States 

• Port Authorities / Pilotage service providers / AMPI / 
IMPA 

• Port State Control 

• Classification Societies 

• P&I Clubs 

• Industry Service Organisations 

• Shipyards – improved ship design 

    
. 

                       
Capt Savio Fernandes giving us his presentation // BM Capt Zubin Bhada handed over a small token to Capt. Savio after his presentation. 

 
 

 

Points West 
Our in-house newsletter “Points West” continues to grow and deliver exceptional quality articles 
and information for our members. A big thankyou to Mark Beal who continues to provide us a quality 
newsletter every month. Please do send in articles and/or stories that we can share with our 
membership.  

 
General News 
Based on attendance and now using the FAC facility, we can see members attending our monthly 
sessions. I encourage more members to please attend these sessions and thank those who attend 
and support the branch. 
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a. Our next session will be on 29th Nov 2023, which may be a lunch session, please do come along 

and support the branch/court who spend time and effort to provide information and keynote 
speakers that help to keep us informed of key marine issues around us. 

b. Our total membership is slowly increasing with the current total number of members being 127. 

 
 
 
Look Ahead for 2023: 
 

Month Activity: 
Keynote Speaker & Topic 

Venue / Topic 

25-Oct-2023 Month end Session 
Keynote Speaker – Capt. Savio Fernandes  
(Harbour Master Fremantle Port) 

FAC Club – Fremantle & via TEAMS 
Topic: Pilot Transfers and due diligence 

11 Nov 2023 CoMMA & NIWA Annual Dinner Event  The Swan Yacht Club, Fremantle 

29 Nov 2023 Month end Session – Lunch Session 
Keynote speaker - TBC 

TBC 

 
 

Thanks for all those members who make it a point to attend our monthly sessions and interact with 
other members over a glass of wine and a nice sit-down Indian Curry. Going forward we will try and 
continue with hybrid meetings whilst we finalise the IT gear required to continue with such formats. 
I hope we see more members join in via TEAMS to participate online with our monthly sessions 
going forward.  
 
Capt. Zubin Bhada (AFNI)   
Branch Master 

 
End of Report 

 
 
 
 
 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov

Members 25 17 16 18 21 22 15 21 15 16

Guests 3 1 2 4 2 2 5 2 2 1

Dining 24 14 12 22 20 21 15 16 13 15

Total Attendance 28 18 18 22 23 24 20 24 20 19 0

On Line 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 2
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THE COMPANY OF MASTER MARINERS OF AUSTRALIA - 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA BRANCH 
BM Note of thanks at the Annual Dinner Event 11 Nov 2023 

Venue: Swan River Yacht Club 

 

 
 
Good evening, ladies, and gentlemen, 
 
It is my pleasure to welcome you all to the 2023 Annual Dinner of the WA Branch of the Company of Master Mariners 
Co-hosted with the Nautical Institute being held at this wonderful venue at the Swan Yacht Club, East Fremantle. My 
name is Capt. Zubin Bhada and I am the Honorary Branch Master for our COMMA WA Branch and also hold the position 
as the Branch Secretary for the Nautical Institute WA Branch. 
 
Firstly, I’d like to begin by acknowledging the traditional owners of the land on which we meet today, I would also like to 
pay my respects to elders past and present. 
 
Today 11 Nov 2023, is Remembrance Day (also known as Poppy Day) is a Memorial Day observed in Commonwealth 
member states since the end of the First World War in 1919 to honour armed forces members who have died in the line 
of duty. Today at 1100am at Monument Hill, Fremantle Capt. Eric Barron and myself attended a wonderful service 
and laid a wreath to honour serving and past men/women of the armed forces including seafarers of the merchant navy. 
(Lest we forget). 
 
Why are we here today….. 
Our Annual Dinner is one of my favourite events in the Branch Calendar. For tonight we also get to enjoy the company 
of our Partners, Friends and Supporters. 
A Special thanks goes out to our sponsors this evening for their continued support of this event. 

- Nautical Institute (Capt. Peter Waller) 

- Seaways Consultants (Arie Nygh) 

- Jetwave Marine (Capt. Mani Bajwa) 

- Propel Marine (Capt. Munaf Sheikh) 
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This year we have held all our monthly meetings at the FAC, Fremantle. 
The monthly meetings attracted an average of 15-20 persons. Whilst this was a significant reduction from participation 
since 2019, it was not due to lack of effort and tireless pursuits from our court team. The Court team managed / organised 
10 keynote speakers this year, who were all professional specialists in their own maritime fields and shared their vision 
and insights into the role they and their organisations played in future proofing our industry to ensure long-term success 
through partnerships and collaborations of knowledge and safe workplace practices. We also had two combined 
sessions with the Nautical Institute (Jan & June 2023).  
 
Our Membership numbers have moved in recent years due to various reasons however the WA branch is yet the most 
active branch in Australia. In Jan 2020 we were 138 members in total today we are 127 members in total. I am 
proud that our Branch is the most active nationwide and has the highest membership in Australia.  
I would like to thank Father Dennis for supporting us at the Flying Angel Club for all these years. 
As you all might know, COMMA WA have had a working technical library of books stored at the Flying Angel Club and 
during our recent court meetings we made a decision to donate the library to the Flying Angel club where current 
seafarers passing through may utilise the use of these books that have been collected over many years from donations 
from our COMMA members. I request Father Denis to please come up and take the KEYS.  (Thankyou Father 
Dennis). 
I would now like to extend my gratitude and appreciation to our Court Members for their hard work and support in 
progressing our Branch to be the most active branch in Australia. 
 

 

a. Our newest court Member Capt. Mani Bajwa (IT Adviser) 

supported the role out of our HYBRID meetings where 

members can dial in VIA TEAMS and participate and attend 

the General meeting and Keynote speaker session. (big 

thankyou to Mani Bajwa who worked on this and made it 

happen) 

 

 

b. Our Branch Secretary Capt. Peter Bartlett, who’s idea to 

streamline our evening curry diners by utilising ZAB curry 

house for our monthly sessions which support FAC 

management and provide cost effective process for the 

evening dinner meal. (big thankyou to Peter). 
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c. Our Branch Treasurer Capt. Raul Perreira, who organised 

and managed our funds so diligently whilst still working a 

roster. (big thankyou to Raul).   

 

 

d. Our Branch Registrar Capt. Eric Barron, who took over as 

Registrar at short notice and has been diligently working in the 

background to improve processes for new joining members 

(big thankyou to Eric). 

 

 

e. Special note of thanks goes out to Carol Shannon, who has 

been our editor for our Federal COMMA magazine “Master 

Mariner”. Carol is working tirelessly to have a new publication 

issued by end of this year. (Thankyou Carol) 

 

f. Our Points West Editor Mark Beal, who has been our editor of our local publication, Points West. Mark has been 

relentless in given his time and effort in pulling together a publication every single month. (Thankyou Mark). 

 
g. Finally, our one and only Capt. Steve Harris (Branch Social Coordinator) who worked tirelessly to make tonight 

happen. What a great venue. (Thankyou Steve) 

 

 
 
Whilst also representing the Nautical Institute as Branch Secretary, it’s great to support a small Branch here in WA. It is 
my pleasure to now introduce Capt. Rajiv Punnen (Deputy Chairman of the NI WA Branch) to share with us a few 
words on NI-WA.     
 
 
Thankyou….Capt. Zubin Bhada (AFNI)   
Branch Master 

 
 

End of Report 
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NEWS AND VIEWS 
 
 

 
 
 

Graphic: how Australia's future Strategic Failure Fleet might look, as imagined by AI. 

Strategic Failure Fleet policy is bad policy and should not proceed 
By Shipping Australia 
Shipping Australia considers that the so-called “strategic fleet” policy is bad policy. 
With the report of the Taskforce released, considered, and agreed to by the Federal Government before 
anyone else has had a chance to consider the report of the Taskforce, the Government is ignoring the fact 
that – and as has been repeatedly explained and demonstrated with evidence, this kind of policy has been 
tried several times in Australia. 
It has always failed. 
The Federal government-owned fleet, Commonwealth Lines, failed (1928). The WA-owned Stateships 
failed (1995). The WA government subsidised service to replace Stateships also failed (2013). Another 
national government owned company failed (several times in fact; it last failed in 1998). The Coastal 
Trading Act (2012) had six objectives to boost Australian shipping but it succeeded in destroying it, driving 
ships, jobs, and industry away from Australia. It failed. 
The current Federal Labor Government is just recycling policies that we already know has failed in the past. 
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The Strategic Failure Fleet 
It has failed so often that we can give an appropriate label to this recycled policy – it’s the Strategic Failure 
Fleet. 
The Strategic Failure Fleet failed in the past, as it will fail in the future, because its premises are so utterly 
flawed. 
The Strategic Failure Fleet will fail because: 

• It will not be an economic success; history shows that such ventures waste public money. 
• It will not add to economic sovereignty; Australia is already economically sovereign. 
• It will not add meaningful capacity; the numbers of the Strategic Fleet are small and the international 

shipping industry is comparatively vast. 
• It will not provide value for money; the Productivity Commission pointed out that “capacity could be 

acquired as needed from the international market without the costs involved in supporting a 
strategic fleet. The shipping charter market provides access to a wide variety of vessels that could 
be used to address specialist case by case needs… the Australian Government could use financial 
instruments to underpin capacity… for example, the government could write options contracts with 
large cargo owners or shipping lines to ‘buy out’ their capacity in times of great need,” said the 
Productivity Commission (AMLS, pages 37 and 38). 

• It will not cut costs; Australia is a high cost country – this proposal has the potential to drive up costs 
during a cost of living crisis, especially if a possible levy is actually imposed on shipping. 

• It will not boost choice of services; Recommendation 6 of the “Strategic Fleet Taskforce Final 
Report” (p11) has the potential to drive up costs and exclude international shipping so that shippers 
will find that costs are likely to increase and competitors will be driven out. There are severe 
concerns about the effect of Recommendation 6, a recommendation to which the Federal 
Government has already agreed. Another undesirable effect is that it could help drive a modal shift 
of cargo to road and rail, or even to import substitution; Australia has already suffered a shift to road 
and rail because of Albanese’s Coastal Trading Act. This recycled policy makes a bad situation 
worse. 

• It will not meaningfully add to domestic skilling; as the Productivity Commission pointed out in its 
“Australia’s maritime logistics system” report: “it is best addressed through immigration and 
cadetship programs without additional government intervention” (see AMLS, p32). And that’s before 
we even start discussing future technologies such as remote-controlled and autonomous ships. 

• It will not boost domestic maritime logistics; crises don’t discriminate by flag. If there is a nationwide 
problem, then any national fleet, and the international fleet, would be caught up in the same 
problem. We saw this during COVID – ships of every nation were caught up in port queues around 
the world. Ships flying the Australian flag would not have been exempt from the crisis. This point 
was explicitly made by the Productivity Commission in the Australian Maritime Logistics System 
report: “[T]he strategic fleet would likely face the same disruptions as other commercial shipping 
operations,” the report says on page 31. Really, you can’t have it stated more clearly than that. 

• It will not boost our supply chain resilience; throughout history, time-and-time again in crisis-after-
crisis, shipping has sailed through every problem and continued to deliver the goods. International 
shipping has never been stopped – not by disease, not by war, or strikes, or piracy. Nothing stops 
international shipping from delivering the goods. 

  
Lack of evidence-based policy-making, proper consultation, and transparency 
The Albanese government talks of evidence-based policy-making, consultation, and transparency. 
But this policy-making process has ignored ample historical evidence, analysis from the independent 
economic analysts, and industry input. We can only conclude that this policy-making process clearly had a 
pre-determined outcome: to manufacture a justification for a Strategic Failure Fleet. 
There was little transparency (the work of the Taskforce has been shrouded in secrecy and there was no 
open and transparent selection process to the membership of the Taskforce). There was incomplete 
consultation as the report of the Taskforce was not released to the public until earlier this week. On the very 
same day that the Taskforce Report was released, the Government had already agreed to many of its 
recommendations. So no-one got a chance to review, or comment upon, the work of the Taskforce before 
the Government accepted the recommendations of the Taskforce. That’s a predetermined outcome and it’s 
bad process in policy-making. 
At best the Strategic Failure Fleet will add next-to-no extra capacity while being a costly waste of 
resources. At worst, the Strategic Failure Fleet will increase costs during a cost-of-living crisis. 
The Strategic Failure Fleet is bad policy. It ought not to proceed. 
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Graphic: NH3 is the chemical formula for ammonia, a toxic compound gas. Graphic: Shipping Australia. 

Study shows potential of Pilbara as a bunkering centre for ammonia as a 
shipping fuel 
By Shipping Australia 
 
Safe ammonia bunkering is both economically and operationally viable within the Pilbara region – that’s the 
conclusion of a new, unpublished, study by class society Lloyd’s Register, jointly commissioned by Yara 
Clean Ammonia and Pilbara Ports. 
 
The commissioners of the study have not made the report freely available on the grounds that it contains 
sensitive market information. 
 
The study indicated that ship-to-ship bunkering operations could be performed within acceptable risk levels 
at anchorages in Dampier and Port Hedland and that safe ammonia bunkering is economically and 
operationally viable within the Pilbara region. Existing ammonia production and export infrastructure within 
the Pilbara, such as Yara’s Karratha plant and Pilbara Ports’ bulk liquids berth at Dampier, could be 
“leveraged” to initiate bunkering operations in the near term. 
 
The study apparently also shows that fuel-ammonia demand had a potential volume of 1.5 million tonnes 
by 2035. That is a relatively small amount compared to existing ship bunker (fuel) demand which is in the 
region of 229 million tonnes a year. Given that the forerunner future fuels (methanol, ammonia etc) do not 
have anywhere near as much energy content as conventional fuels – approximately half or so – then that 
229 million tonnes figure would need to be roughly doubled to satisfy the existing global market if all ships 
where hypothetically able to switch to a future-fuel overnight. 
 
The Ammonia Energy Association reports that, as a shipping fuel, 295 to 670 Mt of ammonia could power 
55%–90% of long-distance shipping fleets per year, replacing 5–13 exajoules (EJ) of bunker fuel. 
Yara Clean Ammonia Senior VP Commercial Murali Srinivasan said that the level of demand reflected the 
push by iron ore miners and the steel industry to decarbonise. Pilbara Ports Chief Executive Officer Samuel 
McSkimming added that, with the carbon reduction efforts in the steel industry supply chain, bulk carriers 
are a natural starting point for the early adoption of alternative marine fuels. 



 

12 | P a g e  
 
 

“The Pilbara contains the world’s largest bulk export ports. Last year we achieved 752.4 million tonnes of 
trade with more than 6,829 vessel visits. This scale of operations cannot be found anywhere else in the 
world, and it makes the Pilbara’s ports the natural beachhead from which the global bulk carrier fleet will 
decarbonise,” Mr McSkimming said. 
 
“The study is an important step towards implementing safe ship to ship ammonia bunkering at our 
anchorages in Dampier and Port Hedland. Ammonia is already widely produced, used, and shipped in 
industrial quantities around the world. To be able to expand its application as a green shipping fuel would 
greatly reduce shipping emissions.” 
 
About 183 mega-tonnes of ammonia (NH30) are produced around the world every year, and it is currently 
primarily used as a fertilizer, according to the Ammonia Energy Association. 
 
There are two major problems with ammonia – firstly, it is very toxic and so would need to be carefully 
controlled at all times and especially so during bunkering, or in the event of a marine incident. There are, 
for instance, examples of containers being blown over the side of ships and puncturing the hull at the exact 
point where fuel tanks are located and therefore puncturing the fuel tank. In the event of a spill, it poses 
acute toxicity risk to human and aquatic life. Meanwhile, upon release, ammonia reacts readily with 
moisture to form a dense cloud that poses a fatal health risk to human and wildlife. In an accident, an 
ammonia cloud is potentially very dangerous in a populated area, especially burns the lungs and eyes, 
thereby incapacitating people caught in the cloud and they are no longer able to escape the vicinity. 
Secondly, combustion of ammonia produces large volumes of Nitrous Dioxide (NO2), one of the types of 
nitrous oxides. Nitrous oxides are themselves potent greenhouse gas chemicals – the impact of one pound 
of nitrous oxide gas in the atmosphere is equivalent to 265 times that of one pound of carbon dioxide 
gas, according to the US Environmental Protection Agency. 
 
The world’s first ammonia-powered box-ship, which will be named the Yara Eyde and will operate in 
Scandinavia and Germany, is due to be delivered in 2026 by Yara Clean Ammonia and North Sea 
Container Line. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S03043894230056
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/ammonia-cloud-may-have-been-danger-expert-says-flna1c9502614
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/ammonia-cloud-may-have-been-danger-expert-says-flna1c9502614
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0010218022003145#:~:text=N2O%20is%20mainly,27%2C55%2C56%5D.
https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/overview-greenhouse-gases#nitrous-oxide
https://splash247.com/worlds-first-ammonia-powered-boxship-set-to-deliver-in-2026/
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THE COMPANY OF MASTER MARINERS OF 
AUSTRALIA - WESTERN AUSTRALIA BRANCH 

               General Meeting Minutes 25th Oct 2023 
FAC Club, Fremantle 

 
 
The Branch Master opened the meeting at 1830hrs, welcoming COMMA WA members and their guests to 
the October general meeting at the FAC, Fremantle. 
 
BM requested members to introduce their guests.  
Guest Speakers - Capt. Savio Fernandes (Harbour Master Fremantle) – as keynote speaker 
 
The guests were made welcome -   

Apologies & Guests 
Apologies received and guests attending were captured in the attendance sheet distributed before the 
meeting. We have a total of 19 attendees including 01 guest and 01 member attending online (via TEAMS 
Meeting invite).  
 
 

 
 

 
  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov

Members 25 17 16 18 21 22 15 21 15 16

Guests 3 1 2 4 2 2 5 2 2 1

Dining 24 14 12 22 20 21 15 16 13 15

Total Attendance 28 18 18 22 23 24 20 24 20 19 0

On Line 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 2
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Keynote Guest Speaker – Capt. Savio Fernandes (Harbour Master Fremantle Port) 
The topic / Theme for the presentation will be Topic: Pilot Transfers and due diligence. 
 
About Keynote Speaker: 
 

 
 
 

Captain Fernandes is a Master Mariner (Class 1) with an extensive career in 
maritime operations, at sea, in technical ship management and port management. 
Prior to taking over as Harbour master for Fremantle Ports, Savio was Manager – 
Ship Quality and Vetting with Fortescue Metals Group as and as Deputy Harbour 
Master for the Port of Port Hedland with Pilbara Ports Authority for two and a half 
years. 
 
Captain Fernandes commenced his career at sea in 1991 as a junior officer on 
oil/chemical tankers and bulk carriers and has a Harbour Masters Diploma from 
Lloyds Maritime Academy – UK. 
 
He spent the last four years of his sea-going career as a master in command of oil 
tankers trading worldwide and specialising on ice-class oil tankers operating in 
northern Europe, in the Baltic, north of Norway and around Russia. He spent over 
seven years based in Italy as a Marine / Vetting Superintendent and HSEQ Co-
ordinator for Navigazione Montanari, an Italian shipping company with the largest 
Italian registered fleet of oil / chemical tankers at the time. During this period, 
Captain Fernandes was extensively engaged in process development in ship 
vetting and safe navigation procedures, auditing, marine health, safety, quality and 
environmental management systems, emergency management and incident 
investigation. 

 

 Update from BM  

Court Positions – Status 
 

Tittle Status 

Branch Master Capt. Zubin Bhada would have stepped down at this AGM session (March 2023), however, noting 
that there was no interest from the membership he has committed to continue as BM (fifth year) until 
a suitable replacement is available to assume the position. 

Deputy BM The court is looking for a new Deputy BM. All members are encouraged to review potential to 
support this role and help the court team. 

Treasurer Capt. Raul Pereira - Announced that he intends to step down at next AGM, however will continue in 
the role until a suitable replacement is available to assume the position. 

Leeuwin Update:  
The latest info/news is that the Minderoo foundation (Andrew Forrest) to salvage financial wreckage of 
Leeuwin Ocean Adventure Foundation (19 Sept 2023 – West Australian News).In addition the present boards 
(Governors and Directors) are to be replaced. It is recommended that both NIWA & CoMMA be established 
in ‘Maritime Advisory Roles’ within the Leeuwin Foundation organisation. 

News on FAC: 
Following costs for each session have been agreed/accepted:  
a. The cost of outsourcing to and obtaining supply of the curry supper from Zab’s Curry House is fully covered by 

the $25 charge per plate. 
b. A service fee of $150/- will be paid to FAC per session. The standard nibbles at the bar will be $50/- per session. 

With the stable situation regarding Curry Supper supply from Zab Curry House and our funding agreement with 
FAC in place it has become apparent that we are able to reduce the ‘cost per plate’ to $20.00 – provided the 
number of members dining is 15 or more. With less than 15 diners the meal cost requires that the plate cost is 
$25.00.  

c. Note: at less than 12 diners even the $25.00 plate cost will not fully cover the meal cost. This is the present 
situation – should conditions & prices change substantially we may have to modify this regime. 
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Sea Scouts Session: 
  

Held on 17 Sept 2023 (Sunday) great day with the young budding mariners. 
  

   
 

 

Federal Court meeting held 19 Aug 2023. 

a. Next Fed Court meeting scheduled for 16th Dec 2023. 
b. The Court agreed that the Company should acknowledge Honorary and Life members with 

a plaque. The Federal Secretary shall collate the list of members requiring a plaque and 
source the costs thereof. Sept 2023, all directors of Fed Court approved the Fed court 
to organise and recognise all Hon. & Life Members of COMMA (all branches) and award 
them a small plague. Costs for this will be one off – paid by Fed Court. 

c. Some Branches require additional ties. Federal Secretary to follow up with purchase of 200 
pieces each of Company tie clips and cufflinks. Cuff links & Ties have arrived – order to 
be placed by Branches. 

d. All Branches were informed that there is no prescribed minimum or maximum amount of 
annual subscription they can charge the different category of members and they should 
consider their actual expenses in running the Branch, the Federal Levy payable and what 
they believe each category of member can afford, when setting their annual rates. 

e. The Federal Master iterated the need for all Branches to seek a suitable member to take over 
the role of Federal Registrar. The incumbent Registrar would be pleased to have an 
understudy. (WA Court recognised the shortfall and minuted the vacancy and have 
requested WA COMMA members to review their option to support this fed role). 

f. Master Mariner magazine Update – Carol is currently working on pulling together a 
DRAFT of the Master mariner magazine for end Oct review by Fed Court. BM 
encouraged the court to provide support to carol by submitting a few articles if they 
can. 

g. COMMA 2023 Outstanding Achievement Award - WA COMMA Court have nominated 
Carol Shannon for this award, BM submitted nomination in Aug 2023. 

h. With Governor General approval in hand, we can now publish our revised CoMMA 
Constitution. Attached is a copy of the revised Constitution and the results of the Special 
Resolution passed at the Federal Court meeting on 19 August 2023. All queries regarding 
the Special Resolution and the revised Constitution are to be directed to the Branch Court in 
the first instance. 
 

CoMMA 

Constitution 2002 as amended 19 August 2023.pdf
 

Amendments to the 

CoMMA Constitution passed by Special Resolution 19_August_2023 - signed.pdf
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2023 Activity Status: 
Below table is a look ahead of monthly sessions along with other events: 

 

Month Activity: 
Keynote Speaker & Topic 

Venue / Topic 

25-Jan-2023 Glen McDermott 
Incident Controller - Maritime Environmental 
Emergency Response DoT, WA 

Navy Club, Fremantle 
WA Spill Exercise Report 
  

19-Feb-2023 CoMMA Family Cruise – STS Leeuwin  Leeuwin, Victoria Quay 

22-Feb-2023 Month end Session Q&A Session – BM 
News & Views (recent marine 
incidents) - Flying Angel Club 

29-Mar-2023 Mark Gooderham 
AGM 

Sustainable Shipping in the Marshall 
Islands – AGM at Flying Angel Club 

15 April 2023 Federal AGM 
Held in Sydney, WA Court represented by 
Capt. Peter Bartlett as Zubin’s delegate. 

Peter attended Fed AGM/Court 
Meeting via TEAMS. 

25 April 2023 ANZAC DAWN Service – Monument Hill Attended by BM (Zubin) and Wreath 
laid. 

26-Apr-2023 CPOET Clint Metcalfe   
Month end Session 

The Pacific Patrol Boat Programme 

31-May-2023 Lt Cdr Nick Carter 
 
 

The Grounding of HMS Nottingham 
 

28-Jun-2023 
 
 

Sea Scout Presentation on their Leeuwin 
trip that was sponsored by CoMMA & 
Introduction on Leeuwin program. 

(Combined session – CoMMA & 
NIWA) 
Carol Shannon & Angelino Gibbins 

26-Jul-2023 Tim Gourlay & David Paynter 
Month end Session 

Dynamic Mooring Analysis of 6-Buoy 
Spread-Moored Ships at Cape Cuvier. 

30-Aug-2023 Nik Smith (General Manager Jetwave 
Marine) 

 Challenges with Small Vessel 
Operations 

17 Sept 2023 Sea Scout Master Mariner Weekend  Pelican Point 

27-Sep-2023 Keynote – Propel Marine 
Capt. Ajith Nair 

Topic - Seafarer Well-Being Onboard 

25-Oct-2023 Month end Session 
Keynote Speaker – Capt. Savio Fernandes  
(Harbour Master Fremantle Port) 

FAC Club – Fremantle & via TEAMS 
Topic: Pilot Transfers and due 
diligence 

11 Nov 2023 CoMMA & NIWA Annual Dinner Event  The Swan Yacht Club, Fremantle 

29 Nov 2023 Month end Session (Lunch Session) 
Keynote speaker - TBC 

TBC 
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Keynote Speaker – Capt. Savio Fernandes speaking to the membership on Pilot Transfers and 
due diligence // BM handed over small token as note of thanks.  
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Hon. Secretary Report 

All inbound & outbound communications have been by telephone / e-mail and copied to all Court members. 
BM read out correspondence in/out as shared by Hon. Sec’y in his absence. 

1. MOU/Library with FAC - update 
2. Pin / Tie / plaque for new members? 
3. Purchase of Company insignia by Fed Sec? 
4. Update on Hybrid Meetings –  
5. Latest from Leeuwin –  
6. Sea Scouts MM Day 
7. Revised Constitution now available 
8. Master Mariners Magazine 
9. MLAANZ Conf. 5/6-Oct 

10. Invitation to attend this year’s annual commemoration at the National Merchant Navy War 
Memorial Canberra to be held on Sunday 22nd October 2023. 

Social Coordinator Update  

Items to review: 
a. Annual Dinner 11 Nov 2023 – venue at Swan Yacht Club 
b. KATZ are available for band/music  
c. Sponsorship: 

• NIWA = $750 

• Arie = $500 

• Propel Marine = $500 

• Jetwave = KATZ band sponsorship $800 
 
For the SWAN Yacht Club: 
Room Hire = $ 500 
Court selected GOLD (alternate drop from main) at $90 pp and also included 2 bottle of wine per 
table. 
 
Date: Saturday 11-November  
Venue: Swan Yacht Club 
Menu: Alternate Drop - $90.00 version (3 courses) 
 
Actions:  

a. Annual Dinner reminder to be sent out in Oct 2023 (Steve Harris) 
b. NIWA members will be charged at same rate as COMMA member. All Guests will pay the 

discounted amount for the dinner. Members $60 & Guests $75 

Treasurer’s Report  
The Hon. Treasurer Oct-2023 report was provided to the Court by the Treasurer Capt. Raul Pereira, BM read 
out the figures.  
 
Total Income      $      2300.00   
Total Expenses      $        378.20   
Cash Book Balance     $ 35,600.50 
Fixed Deposit     $ 30,000.00 
Community Solutions Cash Reserve Account is $ 21,049.26 
Total Balance including Reserve Account $ 86,675.68 
 
Note:  

• Treasurer Report was read by the Hon. BM, proposed for acceptance by the Hon. BM and seconded by 
Jeff HINNRICHSEN. 
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Registrar’s Report  
The Hon. Registrar provided the following membership and applicant update for Oct-2023 

• Total WA Branch Members = 127 

• Federal Levy Payable = 107 

• Fee Paying Members = 103 

• Contributing Members = 80 

• Pending Members = 0 

• Total including ‘Read’ = 127 
  

WA Membership Applications – Recently Ratified by Federal Court  
Nil 
 
WA Membership Applications - Pending Ratification 
Nil 
 
Membership Applications - to be read Oct 2023 

 Name Branch Comment 

XX   
XX   

 
Resignations WA –    
Nil 
Other Notes: None at this time 
 
 

Federal Business 
General Meeting / Court Meeting held online (via TEAMS) on 19th Aug 2023. 
Salient points captured by BM in BM update above. 
Federal Levy - The Federal Levy for 2023, as set at the 19 November 2002 meeting, is $75.00 per eligible 
member. 
WA Branch Fed levy paid 24th July 2023 
 

General / New Business 
The following items were discussed in this section: 

 

• Hybrid Meetings:  

✓ Session in Aug 2023 & Sept 2023 – was a good success, however only small 

number of TEAMS online attendance was observed. Hoping to see more online 
members attending for this HYBRID process to continue. 

✓ It was decided, to procure minimum IT gear to commence using HYBRID meetings 

going forward, with a view that this may encourage out of Perth members to join 

the sessions. 

✓ At the Court meeting we requested Capt Mani Bajwa to undertake the procurement 
of the following items to support our Hybrid Meeting requirements: 

o This Year: Laptop + Mouse etc… / HDMI cable / Camera / Telstra 

‘Nighthawk’ Modem. Also require subscriptions for Modem sim card & 

Windows / Office (Action to be undertaken in Jan 2024) 

o Next Year: Projector (Current projector bulb blown) 

o Treasurer to prepare Asset Register & confirm capability to fund purchases 
by ‘Direct Debit’ from our accounts. 

• Library Books: Discussion about our Library books. Court recommended at our April meeting that 
the library is donated to FAC for use of seafarers attending FAC. Members agreed to this proposal at 
our April General meeting. Hon. Treasurer handed over the library keys to SH and the Branch PO 
Box key to the Hon. Secretary (Action: The Court agreed that a ‘Formal Hand-Over’ – same to be 
handed over to FAC management at the Annual Dinner event 11 Nov 2023. (Rev. Dennis C). 
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• Honour Board at FAC: Steve H noted that the displayed ‘Honour Board’ needs to be updated with 
BM incumbents going back 13 years. (Action: Steve Harris to make contact with the company to 
provide estimate to add new names to the board). 

• World Maritime Day currently planned for 02 Nov 2024. Jane Edwards has reached out to have 
our first session/discussion for the 2024 WMD prep work – session arranged for Nov 2023 as a 
TEAMS meeting. 

• During the last session in Sept – feedback was received on the quality of the TEAMS online 
audio/video experience. They all confirmed good quality audio reception and reasonable video quality 
except for some blurring in distant views. Overall, they considered the experience was ‘close to being 
there’, except for missing out on the curry, drinks & comradery. 

• Master Mariner magazine - Carol (Editor) will have draft publication ready by end of November 2023. 
(work in progress). 

• Hosting of the Boulton Lecture in Sept-Oct 2024. The COMMA-WA branch & court do not have 
the capacity to achieve a successful execution of the Boulton Lecture and hence at this time would 
recommend to the fed Court for another branch to take up the mantle. However, the WA branch would 
recommend if the organising team for the Boulton lecture would consider having the option for an 
online feed for other members around the country to participate. (e.g. TEAM Online session) 

• Remembrance Day – 11 Nov 2023 (10:30am) at Monument Hill, Fremantle. BM & Registrar will be 
attending to lay a wreath, other members encouraged to please join. 
 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 1905hrs, and members were asked 
to help themselves to curry dinner followed by introduction of keynote speaker and the presentation 
by Capt. Savio Fernandes on the topic of “Pilot Transfers and due diligence”. 
 
The BM took the opportunity to hand in Certificate to new member Sam Hutchinson. 
 

 
Capt. Zubin Bhada (Chair)    Capt. Peter Bartlett  
Branch Master      Hon. Branch Secretary  

 
 

 
Capt Savio Fernandes (keynote speaker) // BM handed over certificate to new member Sam 

Hutchinson 

   
 

END OF DOCUMENT 
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REGISTRARS REPORT 
 

Membership Movements 
Ratified by Federal (1) 0  

Resigned to Friend 0  

Transferred to Retired 0  

Resigned from COMMA 0  

Rejoined 0  

Un-financial Members  0  

Membership Terminated 0  

Deceased 0  

Transferred Branch 0  

Membership Upgraded 0  

Membership Summary 
Federal Life Members 2   Voting rights / No levy / No fees 

Friends 17   Over 80 years old / No voting rights / No levy / No fees 

Ex-Officio Members 1   No voting rights / No levy / No fees  

WA Honorary Members 4 4  Voting rights / Federal Levy Payable / No fees 

Ordinary Members 67 67 67 Master (Unlimited Trading) 

Associate Members 16 16 16 Master (Restricted Trading) / Deck Officers & Others 

Retired Members 20 20 20 +65 years / 15 years membership / no longer employed 

Total Members    127    

Federal Levy Payable  107   

Fee Paying Members   103  

Contributing Members   80 Revenue-generating members paying full membership fee 

Pending Members (Read) 0   Application received / awaiting ratification 

Total incl “Read” 127    

 
WA Membership Applications Pending Ratification 

Name Type Comment 

Nil   

 
Membership Applications Read for WA Branch – 31st May 2023 

Name Branch Comment 

Nil   

 
Membership Applications Read for Other Branches – 31st May 2023 

Name Branch Comment 

Nil   

   

 
Comments 

(1)  
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WAYPOINTS 
 
Forthcoming Birthdays 
 
The following Members celebrate birthdays in the period until the end of October 2023.  Ages are withheld to “protect 
the innocent”… 
3rd October 
4th October 
5th October 
6th October 
16th October 
17th October 
22nd October 
1st November 
7th November 
11th November 
12th November 
13th November 
17th November 
18th November 
21st November 
28th November 
29th November 

Sarah Robinson 
Bill Prinns 
Alicia McCarron 
Shane Phillips 
James McAuliffe / Mark Beal 
Rod Silvester 
Dai Davies / Stephen Fant 
Cherag Daruwalla 
Eric Barron 
Greg Tonnison 
Bob Leggat 
Carol Shannon 
Bill Deacon 
David Heppingstone 
Adam McPhail 
David Oliver 
Mark Small 

  
 
 
Forthcoming Membership Anniversaries 
 
The following Membership Anniversaries occur in the period until the end of November 2023. 
4 Years 
4 Years 
4 Years 
9 Years 
9 Years 
9 Years 
10 Years 
11 Years 
13 Years 
13 Years 
15 Years 
25 Years 

Yazdi Khambatta 
Jonathon Willis 
Josh Gonsalves 
Leo Rego 
Andre Winkler 
Phil Dooley 
Zubin Bhada 
Pasquale Guda 
Sandeep Bhardwaj 
John Mangini 
Aslea Ranasinghe 
John Fewings 

35 Years Richard Gordon 
47 Years 
47 Years 
54 Years 
 

David Aslett 
John Abernethy 
Dai Davies 
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Long-Serving Members 
 
The Branch Court wishes to acknowledge and thank the following members who have achieved significant periods of 
COMMA membership during January. 
 
Period Name / Membership Ratification Date Years 
60+ years Capt Robert Leggat / Friend 1st Feb 1957 66 
50+ years Capt David Clarke / Friend 17th Feb 1964 59 
 Capt Alexander Small / Friend 30th Mar 1967 56 
 Capt Corney Durham / Retired 15th May 1967 56 
 Capt Peter Shoebridge / Friend 19th Jun 1967 56 
 Capt Mike Gusterson / Retired 11th Sep 1969 53 
 Capt “Dai” Davies / Friend 30th Oct 1969 52 
40+ years Capt Richard Ireland / Retired 19th Jun 1972 51 
 Capt Mike Kiely / Retired 18th Jul 1974 48 
 Capt Paddy Evelegh / WA Honorary 3rd Feb 1976 47 
 Capt John Abernethy / Friend 1st Oct 1976 45 
 Capt David Aslett / Retired 4th Oct 1976 45 
 Capt James Major / Retired 12th Jul 1977 45 
 Capt Alan Keane / Friend 18th Jul 1979 43 
 Capt Roger Pettman / Ordinary 10th Sep 1979 43 
 Capt Patrick Tebbutt / Friend 7th Feb 1981 42 
 Capt Chris Grubba / Ordinary 4th Feb 1981 42 
 Capt David Gardiner / Ordinary 8th April 1981 41 
30+ years Capt Bill Prins / Ordinary 6th Feb 1983 40 
 Capt David Notman / Friend 28th Sep 1983 39 
 Capt Wim Van Alebeek / WA Honorary 19th Feb 1985 38 
 Capt Eric Barron / Ordinary 19th Feb 1986 37 
 Capt James Tunmore / Ordinary 19th Feb 1986 37 
 Capt Richard Purkiss / WA Honorary 19th Feb 1987 36 
 Capt Ian Harrod / Ordinary 14th Feb 1987 36 
 Capt Alfred De Rooij / Ordinary 12th Sep 1988 34 
 Capt Richard Gordon / Ordinary 14th Nov 1988 34 
 Capt Lindsay Copeman / Ordinary 28th Jul 1989 33 
 Capt Frank Kaleveld / Life 5th Nov 1989 33 
 Capt Robin Chester / Retired 8th Feb 1990 33 
 Capt Richard Court / Ordinary 11th Mar 1990 33 
 Capt Mike Dawes / Retired 3rd June 1991 32 
 Capt Mike Dunham / Retired 30th June 1992 31 
 Capt Phil Griffin / Ordinary 12th August 1991 31 
 Capt David Best / Ordinary 8th February 1993 30 

 
 

Updating Contact Details 
 
Members are asked to please update the Registrar with changes of residential address, email address, or phone 
numbers when they occur.  Contact details follow: - 
 

Eric Barron  /  registrar@comma-wa.org.au  /  0483 181 228 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:registrar@comma-wa.org.au
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TREASURERS REPORT 
 
 

 



 

25 | P a g e  
 
 

 

 
 

Company of Master Mariners of Australia – WA Branch 
 

Branch Court Contact Details 
 
 
 

Position Name COMMA Address Mobile Number 

Branch Master Zubin BHADA branch.master@comma-
wa.org.au 

0408 165 306 

Deputy Branch Master   
 

Immediate Past Branch 
Master 

Steve WENBAN past.bm@comma-wa.org.au 0457 562 622 

Hon Treasurer Raul PEREIRA treasurer@comma-wa.org.au 0434 803 525 

Hon Secretary Peter BARTLETT secretary@comma-wa.org.au 0448 879 176 

Hon Registrar Eric BARRON registrar@comma-wa.org.au 0483 181 228  

Points West Editor Mark BEAL editor@comma-wa.org.au 0409 299 290 

Social Coordinator Steve HARRIS social@comma-wa.org.au 0412 928 275 

Branch Court (Group 
Address) 

Copies to all above branch.court@comma-wa.org.au n/a 
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