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Branch Masters Report  
 
Zubin Bhada 

 
Branch Master 

 

 
Branch Master’s Report – February 2023 

 
On behalf of the Branch, please find below the Branch Masters report for Feb 2023.  
This month we held the general meeting at the FAC Club, Fremantle and had a total of 18 members 
and guests in attendance.  
 
Branch Court 
The Court meeting was held at the FAC Club prior to the general meeting and followed the standard 
Court Meeting format. 

• Review of Last Minutes - BM thanked the court for their attendance (Last Meeting Jan 2023). 

• Review of Registrar’s report / Review of Secretary’s report / Review of Treasurer’s Report  

• Update from Federal Secretary – The BM gave an update from correspondence received from 
Francis Castellino new Fed Sec’y - taken over the role from Mark Pointon. 

• Update from WA Branch Secretary – Correspondence from last month/new applications etc. 

• Business Arising from Previous minutes followed by any Other Business. 
 

BM Update 
➢ Based on current status of the court, the only VACANT/OPEN is the Branch Social Coordinator 

= Vacant Court Position. The BM and the Registrar made another mention of them stepping 
down from their court roles and would continue until the up-coming AGM in 2023. Should there 
be no takers for the BM role the current BM will continue until a new BM takes over the branch 
court leadership. 

 
➢ Leeuwin sponsorship for 2 individuals – Update from the Leeuwin indicated there was progress 

being made with Sea Scouts and will have applications for Q1/2023. The voyage is between 9 
and 13 April (5-days and 4 nights) and will take in the Catalpa commemoration in Rockingham 
– should be fantastic – bit of history and a lot of great experience on Leeuwin. 

 
➢ COMMA “Family Day Cruise” on STS Leeuwin was held on 19th Feb 2023 and was a great 

success. We had a total of 108 member/guest who attended the lovely sunset cruise.  
 

 
Sunset cruise on board the STS-Leeuwin – 19th Feb 2023 

 
  

General Meeting 

Inside this Issue 

From the Branch Master 

News and Views 

Meeting Minutes 
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The General meeting for month of Feb 2023 followed the usual process/format at the FAC Club. 

• Review of Registrar’s report / Review of Secretary’s report / Review of Treasurer’s Report  

• Business Arising from Previous minutes followed by any Other Business. 
 
Our keynote speaker for this month was BM (Capt. Zubin Bhada) and presented on a vibrant topic 
of Paper to Pixel.  
 
From paper to pixels: embracing the digital logbook revolution In an era of ever-smarter shipping, 
one key area of vessel and fleet administration appears stuck in the dark ages. As the world enters 
a new decade in the Information Age, parts of the shipping industry have made the most of recent 
digital technological advancements and the resulting data produced. To utilise today’s technological 
capabilities, players in the shipping industry have begun to digitise previously analogue processes. 
This adaptation is particularly visible within marine assurance. Newfound technological 
developments combined with data science has led to an easier and faster marine vetting process. 
For some this is only the beginning, with players within the industry calling for further digitisation of 
the shipping industry, with the eventual goal of having autonomous or near-autonomous vessels. 

 

 
 

 
 

   
Points West 
Our in-house newsletter “Points West” continues to grow and deliver exceptional quality articles and 
information for our members. Please do send in articles and/or stories that we can share with our 
membership.  
 
 
General News 
I would like to thank the membership for their patience and their continued support in attending the 
monthly general meetings. The court has been reviewing the use of FAC Club and will continue 
pursuing options of using alternate venues if the FCA Club is not available. Currently the FAC is 
going through changes wrt – management and we are in discussion with the FAC team where they 
will continue to support CoMMA for its monthly sessions. 
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Although the level of attendance has fallen in 2022, we are still the most active branch in the country. 

• Our next session will be on 29th March 2023 and will also be our AGM meeting where we elect 
new court team, and will be held at FAC Club, Fremantle. 

• Our total membership is slowly increasing with the current total number of members being 137. 
 
Look Ahead for 2023: 
 

Month Activity Venue / Topic 

25-Jan-2023 Glen McDermott 
Incident Controller - Maritime 
Environmental Emergency Response 
DoT, WA 

WA Spill Exercise Report 
 

19-Feb-2023 CoMMA Family Cruise – STS 
Leeuwin 
 

Great success with 109 
attendees. 

22-Feb-2023 Capt. Zubin Bhada (Branch Master) 
FPSO Marine Sup’t (Santos) 

Q&A Session – BM 
Topic – Paper to Pixel 

29-Mar-2023 Month end Session AGM session. 
No speaker organised 

26-Apr-2023 Month end Session  

31-May-2023 Month end Session  

28-Jun-2023 Combined Session with NI CEO Leeuwin Foundation: 
Carol Shannon 
Topic: Update on Leeuwin 
Foundation 

26-Jul-2023 Month end Session  

30-Aug-2023 Month end Session  

27-Sep-2023 Month end Session  

25-Oct-2023 Month end Session  

29-Nov-2023 Month end Session (Lunch time)  

27-Dec-2023 No session  

 
 
Capt. Zubin Bhada (AFNI)   
Branch Master 

 
End of Report 
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News and Veiws 

 
The Company of Master Mariners along with other marine industry guests hosted a family day on 
board the STS Leeuwin. The event has been planned in Q4/2022, and date scheduled and executed 
on 19 Feb 2023. 
 
Special thanks go out to Carol Shannon who supported CMMA in making this happen. 
 
The event commenced at about 15:45 hours alongside Victoria Quay, where all members, and 
guests assembled and lined up for check-in and boarded the Leeuwin. We had a total of 108 
members & Guests who came along for the wonderful sunset cruise on board the STS Leeuwin. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Family Day on STS Leeuwin 
19th Feb 2023 
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Sunset Cruise on board the STS Leeuwin on 19th Feb 2023: 

 

 
Preparing the sails 

The STS Leeuwin sailed out of the Fremantle 
harbour on its power at 04:30pm (approx.). The 
chief officer introduced the Leeuwin to all on 
board and provided a brief on safety 
requirements. After the safety debrief, the chief 
officer introduced us to the various sailing 
components and for the member/family to get 
involved in raising the sails. We started with the 
main sail and then the head sails. The red shirt 
volunteers were looking dashingly smart and 
proud to support getting the Leeuwin ready to sail 
with the wind. 
 
Once we got clear of the channel the captain 
headed towards open sea and the sails being 
raised switched off the engine and commenced 
sailing with the wind. We got to almost 6 knots 
and then the red shirts got a few members/family 
interested in climbing up the foremast. Soon  

Raising the sails 
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Climbing the main mast 

members/family started roaming around the ship 
with a few taking a ship tour whilst others heading 
down to the mess room to get a cup of tea/coffee. 
The red shirt volunteers started getting some food 
from the galley which was hot and tasty – 
sausage rolls, pizza slices etc… 
 
Then came the vessel to turn around and head 
back towards the entrance of the channel. This 
leg we got a few members climbing up the 
foremast. 
 
The captain then switched on the engines as we 
started dropping the sails which then allowed the 
vessel to head back into Fremantle harbour.  
 
Once in the harbour the captain was asked to 
delay our turn in the main basin to allow a 
passenger vessel to sail out.  
 
We safely got alongside at the Leeuwin Berth at 
18:00 hrs (approx.) and once moored alongside, 
the Branch Master thanked the crew and captain 
for the wonderful sail/trip. The red shirts were 
given a round of applause. The members/family 
were then asked to stay back for a glass of 
wine/beer.  
 
The Branch Master then took the opportunity to 
hand in a few CMMA membership certificates to 
new members who have been with the branch 
some time, however waiting for an opportunity 
like this on board the Leeuwin with the backdrop 
of the harbour where the certificates were handed 
out to three members.  
 
The Branch Master (Capt. Zubin Bhada) then 
requested CEO Leeuwin Foundation Carol 
Shannon to hand a small gift to Capt Steve Harris 
(Hon. Branch Registrar) for all his support/efforts 
in making this event a success. 
 

 

 

 
Sails fully up, and vessel doing 6 knots 
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Capt Steve Harris receives a small gift 

 

 

 
 
We even got to see a fantastic sunset whilst 
sipping on a glass of wine. What a wonderful 
evening we all had…… 
 

 
Branch Master handed over COMMA membership certificates to Capt Yazdi Khambatta, Dr Tim Gourlay and Capt. Cherag Daruwalla. 
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The Leeuwin Team with Branch Master and Branch Registrar 

(Names – left to right – Capt Nick Sambrooks, Chief Officer James Rakich, Bosun Mitch Cullen, Carol Shannon, Capt. Zubin 
Bhada, Capt Steve Harris) 

 

 
 
 
Overall, great evening with friends, family and colleagues and a big thankyou to the 
Leeuwin team. 
 
 
 

End of Report 
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NEWS AND 
VIEWS 

Update from Branch Master 

(Capt. Zubin Bhada) 

Feb 2023 
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REGISTRARS REPORT 
 

Membership Movements 

Ratified by Federal 0  

Resigned to Friend 0  

Transferred to Retired 0  

Resigned from COMMA 0  

Rejoined 0  

Un-financial Members 0  

Membership Terminated 0  

Deceased 0  

Transferred Branch 0  

Membership Upgraded 0  

Membership Summary 

Federal Life Members 2   Voting rights / No levy / No fees 

Friends 18   Over 80 years old / No voting rights / No levy / No fees 

Ex-Officio Members 1   No voting rights / No levy / No fees  

WA Honorary Members 4 4  Voting rights / Federal Levy Payable / No fees 

Ordinary Members 73 73 73 Master (Unlimited Trading) 

Associate Members 15 15 15 Master (Restricted Trading) / Deck Officers & Others 

Retired Members 21 21 21 +65 years / 15 years membership / no longer employed 

Total Members 134    

Federal Levy Payable  113   

Fee Paying Members   109  

Contributing Members   88 Revenue-generating members paying full membership fee 

Pending Members (Read) 3   Application received / awaiting ratification 

Total incl “Read” 137    

 

WA Membership Applications Pending Ratification 

Name Type Comment 

James McAULIFFE WA (Ord) Read 30-Mar-22 – pending ratification 

Stephen FANT WA (Ord) Read 29-Jun-22 – pending ratification 

Amandeep WA (Assoc) Read 31-Aug-22 – pending ratification 

 

Membership Applications Read 22nd February 2023 

Name Branch Comment 

Rachel GREEN WA (Assoc) 2/O Rotor Tug Beagle Bay / Prelude FLNG Support 

 

Comments 

(1)    Pending applicants were not ratified at the December 2022 Federal Court Meeting as the applications 
had not been “Read” to all Branches. 
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Membership Applications Read for Other Branches - 22nd February 2023 

Name Branch Comment 

Nekzad Cama Melb (Ord) VTS Officer / Melbourne VTS 

Savio D'Sa Melb (Ord) VTS Officer / Melbourne VTS 

Paul Fleming Melb (Ord) VTS Officer / Melbourne VTS 

Dale Drego Melb (Ord) VTS Officer / Melbourne VTS 

Hemant Rudra Melb (Ord) VTS Officer / Melbourne VTS 

Lee-Anne Diano Melb (Assoc) Manager, Stella Maris Seafarers’ Centre, Melbourne 

Seamus Quinn Melb (Assoc) President, Stella Maris Seafarers’ Centre, Melbourne 

Vivek Mathew Melb (Ord) Marine Pilot, Australian Pilotage Group, Melbourne 

Garvin Alves Melb (Ord) VTS Officer / Melbourne VTS 

 
WAYPOINTS 

 
Forthcoming Birthdays 
 
The following Members celebrate birthdays in the period until the end of March 2023.  Ages are withheld to “protect 
the innocent”… 
 

1st March Richard Court / Wim Van Alebeek 

9th March Carlo Di Meglio 

10th March Gemma Capone 

11th March Burjis Wadia 

22nd March Robert Underhill 

23rd March Glenn Frewin 

25th March Jim Tunmore 

27th March Jeff Hinnrichsen 

28th March John Figgess 

30th March Graham Thornton 

31st March Chris Payne 

 
 
Forthcoming Membership Anniversaries 
 
The following Membership Anniversaries occur in the period until the end of March 2023. 
 

6 years David Bowden 

11 years John Brooker / Davey Huang / Jeff Knight 

12 years Peter Bartlett 

14 years Reza Vind 

16 years Glenn Frewin / Peter Wright 

33 years Richard Court 

56 years Alexander Small 
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Long-Serving Members 
 
The Branch Court wishes to acknowledge and thank the following members who have achieved significant periods of 
COMMA membership during January. 
 

Period Name / Membership Ratification Date Years 

60+ years Capt Robert Leggat / Friend 1st Feb 1957 66 

50+ years Capt David Clarke / Friend 17th Feb 1964 59 

 Capt Alexander Small / Friend 30th Mar 1967 56 

 Capt Corney Durham / Retired 15th May 1967 55 

 Capt Peter Shoebridge / Friend 19th Jun 1967 55 

 Capt Mike Gusterson / Retired 11th Sep 1969 53 

 Capt “Dai” Davies / Friend 30th Oct 1969 52 

40+ years Capt Richard Ireland / Retired 19th Jun 1972 50 

 Capt Mike Kiely / Retired 18th Jul 1974 48 

 Capt Paddy Evelegh / WA Honorary 3rd Feb 1976 47 

 Capt John Abernethy / Friend 1st Oct 1976 45 

 Capt David Aslett / Retired 4th Oct 1976 45 

 Capt James Major / Retired 12th Jul 1977 45 

 Capt Alan Keane / Friend 18th Jul 1979 43 

 Capt Roger Pettman / Ordinary 10th Sep 1979 43 

 Capt Patrick Tebbutt / Friend 7th Feb 1981 42 

 Capt Chris Grubba / Ordinary 4th Feb 1981 42 

 Capt David Gardiner / Ordinary 8th April 1981 41 

30+ years Capt Bill Prins / Ordinary 6th Feb 1983 40 

 Capt David Notman / Friend 28th Sep 1983 39 

 Capt Wim Van Alebeek / WA Honorary 19th Feb 1985 38 

 Capt Eric Barron / Ordinary 19th Feb 1986 37 

 Capt James Tunmore / Ordinary 19th Feb 1986 37 

 Capt Richard Purkiss / WA Honorary 19th Feb 1987 36 

 Capt Ian Harrod / Ordinary 14th Feb 1987 36 

 Capt Alfred De Rooij / Ordinary 12th Sep 1988 34 

 Capt Richard Gordon / Ordinary 14th Nov 1988 34 

 Capt Lindsay Copeman / Ordinary 28th Jul 1989 33 

 Capt Frank Kaleveld / Life 5th Nov 1989 33 

 Capt Robin Chester / Retired 8th Feb 1990 33 

 Capt Richard Court / Ordinary 11th Mar 1990 33 

 Capt Mike Dawes / Retired 3rd June 1991 31 

 Capt Phil Griffin / Ordinary 12th August 1991 31 

 Capt David Best / Ordinary 8th February 1993 30 

 
 

Updating Contact Details 
 
Members are asked to please update the Registrar with changes of residential address, email address, or phone 
numbers when they occur.  Contact details follow: - 
 

Steve Harris  /  registrar@comma-wa.org.au  /  0412 928 275 

 
  

mailto:registrar@comma-wa.org.au
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TREASURERS REPORT 
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THE COMPANY OF MASTER MARINERS OF 
AUSTRALIA - WESTERN AUSTRALIA BRANCH 

 

General Meeting Minutes 22nd Feb 2023 
FAC Club, Fremantle 

 
 

 
The BM opened proceedings at 1832hrs at the FAC Club, Fremantle, welcoming Court members, to our 
February 2023 General Meeting. 
 
 
BM requested members to introduce their guests.  
Guests: 
Stephen James – guest of Elspeth Diack 
 

 
 
A good turn-out for Jan 2023 being a combined session on 25 Jan 2023.  We are on a slippery downward 
slope as of February. 
 

Keynote Guest Speaker – Open Floor Debate facilitated by Branch Master Capt. Zubin 
Bhada 
 
Today session will be based on a very important topic that the maritime sector is facing: 
Paper to Pixel in the maritime industry  
 
 
About our Speaker: 
Capt. Zubin Bhada is the current Branch Master of COMMA WA and will present the topic after his update 
on News & Views. 
 
Update from BM:  
 
1. Court Positions: 

Based on current status of the court, the positions below remain VACANT/OPEN as of today. 
 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov

Members 25 17

Guests 3 1

Dining 24 14

Total Attendance 28 18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0
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COMMA Meeting Attendance 2023
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• Branch Social Coordinator. We currently have no one in this position and urgently need someone to 
step up. Not having this position filled will impact our capacity to arrange / organise events and 
functions outside of our regular monthly meetings.  
 

• Hon. Registrar Capt. Steve Harris will be stepping down at the next AGM in March this year - as noted 
in last month’s Court meeting. Eric Barron has been supportive to the court to take over Steve position 
and a handover will progress soon. Although ZB would prefer that Eric takes on the BM role whilst we 
continue to search for a suitable candidate to take over the Registrar role – after deliberation it was 
agreed and recommended that Eric B step into Registrar role in June. The current Hon. Registrar 
Steve H offered to begin familiarising Eric with the Registrar’s responsibilities beginning in March. 
 

• Branch Master will also be stepping down at the next AGM on 29-March-2023, however should there 
be no volunteers, Zubin has offered to continue in the role until a suitable replacement is available to 
assume the position.  

 
2. Leeuwin sponsorship - Scouts CoMMA Sponsored Voyage for two individuals: 

The voyage is between 9 and 13 April (5-days and 4 nights) and will take in the Catalpa 
commemoration in Rockingham – should be fantastic – bit of history and a lot of great experience on 
Leeuwin. The two (2) CoMMA sponsorships are provided for Scouts – still requiring their 
demonstration of a maritime career goal, still requiring them to present to a meeting of CoMMA. $975 
each – total CoMMA sponsorship $1,950. Update from Carol – amended form received & approved / 
accepted by COURT, awaiting applicants for review & endorsement by CoMMA Court. The Scout 
Leader present at today’s meeting – Barbara de la Hunty, confirmed that candidates would be ready 
for next meeting (March). 

 
3. News on FAC: 

Based on the last communique from Revd. Dennis Claughton & John Hague, FAC is available for all 
months except January in 2023. Although the Court voted on and approved a payment to FAC of 
$1000.00, we have decided to approach the matter in a different way. 
The FAC Ops Manager committed to inform us of the actual costs incurred supporting the CoMMA 
monthly meetings. With this information to hand, we will ensure the following: 
a) The cost of outsourcing to and obtaining supply of the curry supper from Zab’s Curry House will 

be fully covered by the $25 charge per plate. 
b) Actual out of pocket costs incurred by FAC for the CoMMA monthly meetings will be ‘donated’ on 

each occasion that meetings are held at FAC.  
 
Previous Action: Peter B is preparing a draft agreement (MOU) to formalise our relationship with 
FAC. 
 

➢ Leeuwin Cruise held on Sunday 19 Feb 2023 with 108 attendees – great success. A sincere 
thanks to Steve Harris for managing the entire process for names and coordinating with Raul for 
payments. Final payment to Leeuwin to be done basis we receive an invoice from Leeuwin. 

o CoMMA & family members: 54 (39 adults / 15 children) 
o Maritime-related organisations/companies 55 (36 adults / 19 children, of which 15 are Sea Scouts) 
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2023 Activity Status: 

Below table is a look ahead of monthly sessions along with other events: 
 

Month Activity Venue / Topic 
25-Jan-2023 Glen McDermott 

Incident Controller - Maritime Environmental 
Emergency Response DoT, WA 

WA Spill Exercise Report 
 

19-Feb-2023 CoMMA Family Cruise – STS Leeuwin 
 

Great success with 109 attendees. 

22-Feb-2023 Capt. Zubin Bhada (Branch Master) 
FPSO Marine Sup’t (Santos) 

Q&A Session – BM 
Topic – Paper to Pixel 

29-Mar-2023 Month end Session  

26-Apr-2023 Month end Session  

31-May-2023 Month end Session  

28-Jun-2023 Combined Session with NI  

26-Jul-2023 Month end Session  

30-Aug-2023 Month end Session  

27-Sep-2023 Month end Session  

25-Oct-2023 Month end Session  

29-Nov-2023 Month end Session (Lunch time)  

27-Dec-2023 No session  

Hon. Secretary Report 

All communications have been by telephone / e-mail and copied to all Court members. 
1. Membership certificates and application process management 
2. Court position discussions 
3. New Fed Secretary comms 
4. New membership applications 
5. Existing membership updates 
6. Leeuwin Cruise plaudits 

Social Coordinator Update  

Alicia continues to provide background support only, we urgently need a Full Time HON. Social 
Coordinator. Capt. Steve Harris pulled out all the stops and built – from nothing - an absolutely fabulous 
Leeuwin Cruise experience for 108 people last Sunday. 

Treasurer’s Report  
The Hon. Treasurer Feb-2023 report was provided to the Court by the Treasurer Capt. Raul Pereira by email 
as he was working and not available to attend the court meeting. Same was added to meeting minutes and 
distributed to Court Members.  
 
Total Income      $  12,546.00 
Total Expenses      $       266.97 
Cash Book Balance     $  47,628.13 
Total Balance including Reserve Account  $  98,405.01 
 
 
Note:  
Raul to pay Leeuwen  Invoice for day trip & drinks invoice – when received 
Treasurer Report was read to the Court by the Hon. Secretary, proposed for acceptance by the BM Capt. 
Zubin Bhada. The acceptance of the report was seconded by Capt. Steve Harris. 
 

Registrar’s Report  
The Hon. Registrar provided the following membership and applicant update for Feb-2023 

• Total WA Branch Members = 134 

• Federal Levy Payable = 113 

• Fee Paying Members = 109 

• Contributing Members = 88 
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• Pending Members = 3 

• Total including ‘Read’ = 137 
  

1. Clarify the list of applicants awaiting ratification to membership –  
As notified in the monthly Registrar’s Report - latest for 26th October 2022.  I copy this to the Federal 
Registrar, Dick Whittington, every month to keep the Federal Court appraised.  In addition, applications 
have been forwarded to Dick.  Names of outstanding applicants follow, together with copies 
of the application forms attached.  I would expect these applicants to be ratified at the forthcoming Federal 
Court meeting, subject to having been “Read” by the other Branches.  
 
 
WA Membership Applications - Pending Ratification 
Name    Type    Read 
1. McAuliffe, James  WA (Ord)   30th March 2022 
 
2. Fant, Stephen  WA (Ord)   29th June 2022 
 
3. Amandeep Kaushik  WA (Assoc)   31st August 2022 
(Note: Fed Sec has determined the correct name for this applicant and has now processed his application) 
 
WA Membership Applications - to be read 22- Feb 2023 
 Name     Type    Comment 
1. Rachel Green   Associate  2/O Rotor Tug Beagle Bay / Prelude   
       FLNG Support 

Federal Business 
General Meeting of the Federal Court, Saturday 11 February 2023 – was held by online conference call - BM 
Capt Zubin Bhada attended. The Court discussed below points:  

Fed Secretary’s Report  
Summary of actions arising pursuant to Fed Court Meeting 19Nov2022 
 

Action Person 
Responsible 

Completed 

Wrongly ratified applications to be set aside and those 
roll numbers re-allocated to bona fide applicants 

Francis Castellino  

Obtain ABRS Director ID Robert Westley  

Submit the Constitution to ASIC portal & circulate this 
copy 

Francis Castellino  

Collect from Mark Pointon all CoMMA documents Zubin Bhada  

Clarify with Dick Whittington (Registrar) and Mike Tyler 
(Webmaster) the frequency of membership updates 
posted on the website 

Francis Castellino  

Inform all Branches to update their respective Branch 
Court details to the Webmaster 

Francis Castellino  

Complete documents to administration rights to ME 
Bank accounts 

Kasper Kuiper  

Send all Branches guidance on membership application 
process to be followed 

Francis Castellino  

Inform all Branches of the Federal Levy set for 2023 Francis Castellino  

Inform all Branches about Outstanding Achievement 
Award, Bolton Lecture, articles for Master Mariner 

Francis Castellino  

Table Agenda item for next meeting (AGM):  Francis Castellino  
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• Better definition for those members who can be 
invited to join CoMMA as a FRIEND EX-OFFICIO 

• Include mention of data retention and privacy of 
individuals’ data. 

 
Federal Levy - The Federal Levy for 2023, as set at the 19 November 2002 meeting, is $75.00 per eligible 
member. 
 
Next Federal Meeting is the AGM in April 2023 - The next general meeting of the Federal Court is 
confirmed for Saturday 15 April 2023 at The Grace Hotel, in Sydney. Members are asked to make their own 
travel arrangements and will be reimbursed by the Company. As the Branch Master (Capt. Zubin Bhada) is 
on holiday at the time has asked Hon. Secretary Capt Peter Bartlett to be his delegate for the 2023 Federal 
AGM which he has agreed to attend via video conference. 
 

General / New Business 
The following items were discussed in this section: 

● Confirmation of candidates for Leeuwin Voyage sponsorship. Will be progressed as 2023 
candidates via sea scouts, application form finalised by court and same will be progressed by Carol. 
(email sent to Carol by BM) 

● Increase in the Federal Levy for 2023: 
The need to increase the Branch subscription for 2023 to cover this was discussed 
next.  Previously, when the FL was set at $80 p.a., the Branch sub was $142.66.  The Court 
Meeting agreed that the Branch sub for 2023 is set at $140.  

● CoMMA would support purchase of portable Wi-Fi system. – to be placed on HOLD for 2022. 
With the situation at FAC constantly evolving there is no point committing to this activity / project yet. 
This position was agreed to by the court. This action now cancelled 

● CoMMA Tee Shirts purchase – Raul Pereira now has the T-Shirts (transferred from SW). 
Court decision on Tee-Shirt distribution and allocation criteria. After discussion by the court, the 
distribution of tee-shirts was agreed to be –  

1. Free to Sea Scout Weekend & Other volunteer Members such as WMD etc. 15 tee-shirts be 
reserved for this use 
2. Available for purchase by other members at $40.00 

• BM noted that the WA Branch AGM is scheduled for 29-March – Steve H to send out details 
intersessionaly. 

• Hon. Secretary will arrange to settle with FAC for this month’s supper – awaiting confirmation of actual 
costs from FAC Ops Manager. 

• BM continued stating that the Sea-Scouts MM Event will be held on 06/07-May. Request for 
volunteers to go out in a few days. 

 
 
There being no further business the general meeting was closed by the BM at 1906hrs.  
 
 
Capt. Zubin Bhada      Peter Bartlett  
Hon. Branch Master       Hon. Branch Secretary  
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Company of Master Mariners of Australia – WA Branch 
 

Branch Court Contact Details 
 
 
 

Position Name COMMA Address Mobile Number 

Branch Master Zubin BHADA branch.master@comma-
wa.org.au 

0408 165 306 

Deputy Branch Master Mark GOODERHAM  
GGGGOODERHAM043 

deputy.bm@comma-wa.org.au 0437285932 

Immediate Past Branch 
Master 

Steve WENBAN past.bm@comma-wa.org.au 0457 562 622 

Hon Treasurer Raul PEREIRA treasurer@comma-wa.org.au 0434 803 525 

Hon Secretary Peter BARTLETT secretary@comma-wa.org.au 0448 879 176 

Hon Registrar Steve HARRIS registrar@comma-wa.org.au 0412 928 275 

Points West Editor Mark BEAL editor@comma-wa.org.au 0409 299 290 

Social Coordinator Alicia McCARRON social@comma-wa.org.au 0437 430 704 

Branch Librarian Steve HARRIS librarian@comma-wa.org.au 0412 928 275 

Branch Court (Group 
Address) 

Copies to all above branch.court@comma-
wa.org.au 

n/a 
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