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Branch Masters Report  
 
Zubin Bhada 

 
Branch Master 

 

 
Branch Master’s Report – Sept 2022 

 
On behalf of the Branch, please find below the Branch Masters report for Sept 2022.  
This month we held the general meeting at the Navy Club and had a total of 19 members and guests 
in attendance.  
 

 
Branch Court 
The Court meeting was held at the Navy Club prior to the general meeting and followed the standard 
Court Meeting format. 

• Review of Last Minutes - BM thanked the court for their attendance (Last Meeting Aug 2022). 

• Review of Registrar’s report / Review of Secretary’s report / Review of Treasurer’s Report  

• Update from Federal Secretary – Mark Pointon although appointed was not present for the 
court meeting. 

• Update from WA Branch Secretary – Correspondence from last month/new applications etc. 

• Business Arising from Previous minutes followed by any Other Business. 
 

BM Update 
➢ Based on current status of the court, the positions below are being advertised and remain 

VACANT/OPEN as of today. 
 

o Branch Social Coordinator = Vacant Court Position 
o IT Advisor = Vacant Court Advisory Position 

 
➢ Deputy BM role now taken over by Capt. Mark Gooderham. 

 
➢ The BM and the Registrar made another mention of them stepping down from their court roles 

and would continue until the up-coming AGM in 2023. 
 

➢ Alicia has graciously agreed to provide ongoing support (Social Coordinator role) to the Branch 
for WMD arrangements and continues to support the Fremantle Port who are making 
necessary arrangements for the setup being hosted at the Fremantle Passenger Terminal. We 
are grateful for her invaluable assistance. 

 
➢ Leeuwin sponsorship for 2 individuals – Update from the Leeuwin indicated there was progress 

being made with Sea Scouts and will have applications for Q1/2023. 
 

➢ COMMA Annual Dinner for 2022 that was planned/booked for ANZAC Club on 12 Nov 2022 
had to be cancelled due to low numbers/interest shown by membership. It was a hard decision 
to make by the court however same was required to safeguards funds that would have been 
lost. It is real unfortunate to have to cancel such an event. 

 
➢ Postponed the Leeuwin Cruise until Q1/Q2-2023 

 

Inside this Issue 

From the Branch Master 

News and Views 

Meeting Minutes 
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➢ WMD - 29 Oct 2022, is being progressed with latest information received that the venue is now 
planned at the Fremantle Passenger Terminal. 

 
 

General Meeting 
The General meeting for month of Sept 2022 followed the usual process of: 

• Review of Registrar’s report / Review of Secretary’s report / Review of Treasurer’s Report  

• Business Arising from Previous minutes followed by any Other Business. 
 
 

       
 

 
During the general meeting Capt. Dai Davies took the opportunity in presenting the COMMA WA 
Bell with a certificate to the BM as the Official “Bell Polisher”. The bell was looking the greatest it 
has ever been – nice and shinning. Everyone in the audience gave a huge clap and had nice laugh.   
 

   
 

 
 
Our key note speaker for this month was BM Capt. Zubin Bhada. After our dinner was served by the 
hospitable ladies of the Navy Club, the BM presented to the group a topic very dear to him titled 
‘Safe Pilot Transfer”. 
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Points West 
Our in-house newsletter “Points West” continues to grow and deliver exceptional quality articles and 
information for our members. Please do send in articles and/or stories that we can share with our 
membership.  
 
General News 
I would like to thank the membership for their patience and their continued support in attending the 
monthly general meetings. The court will be reviewing the use of the Navy Club as its main venue 
with occasional sessions being held at the FAC. Will hear more about the new trial in the months 
ahead. 
   

Our attendance for 2022 continues to drop! 
 

 
 
Although the level of attendance has fallen, we are still the most active branch in the country. 

• Our next session will be on 26th October 2022 and will be held at the Navy Club, Fremantle. 

• Our total membership is slowly increasing with the current total number of members being 134. 
 
 
 
 
 
Look Ahead for 2022: 
 

Month Activity Venue / Topic 

16th Sept 2022 NIWA 50th Anniversary Celebration 
event at the ANZAC Club 

Venue – ANZAC CLUB 
(Confirmed)   
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28th Sept 2022 Speaker – Capt. Zubin Bhada (BM-
COMMA-WA) 

Safe Pilot Transfer 

26th Oct 2022 
Carol Shannon (CEO Leeuwin 

Foundation) 

 

Talk on Youth Programs by 
Leeuwin 

29th Oct 2022 World Maritime Day (Fremantle) Fremantle Passenger 
Terminal 

30th Nov 2022 
Glen McDermott 
Incident Controller - Maritime 
Environmental Emergency Response 
DoT, WA 

Lunch Session 

Dec 2022 No session  

19th Feb 2023 Leeuwin Cruise (CoMMA Only) Postponed to 1Q 2023 

 
 
Capt. Zubin Bhada (AFNI)   
Branch Master 

 
End of Report 
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Sovereign capability for 
the Royal Australian 
Navy and Australian 
Border Force 

Fuel import and supply 

chain infrastructure 
Cruise ships and 

tourism opportunities 
Existing Gulf traffic 

 
 
 

News and Veiws 
 

The Annual Dinner which was to be held at the Anzac Club on November 12, has 
been cancelled due to the lack of interested attendees. 
 
September Mothly Meeting 
 
The September meeting was held at the Navy Club in Fremantle. The session started with Captain 
Dai Davies presenting the Ship’s Bell which he had cleaned and polished to the highest standard 
and approved by the “Maritime Board of the Ships Bell Authority”. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Captain Dai Davies presents the Ships Bell 
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This month’s guest speaker, was Branch Master Captain Zubin Bhada, who gave an informative 
talk on “Safe Pilot Transfers” 
 

 
AND  

 
 

                     

 o e co  ents 

a    ot s r   es

   a  s  nto the  ater as p  ot  a nch 
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c  o sa et  he  et  no   o es an   s 
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A.P. Moller – Maersk orders six more large methanol-
powered boxships 
OCTOBER 7, 2022 BY INDUSTRY CONTRIBUTOR 

Pictured: an artist’s impression of one of the new box ships. Graphic supplied by Maersk. 
A.P. Moller – Maersk has announced that it has ordered a further six large ocean-going vessels 
that can sail on green methanol. The six vessels will be built by Hyundai Heavy Industries (HHI) 
and have a nominal capacity of approx. 17,000 containers (Twenty Foot Equivalent – TEU). They 
will replace existing capacity in the Maersk fleet. 
 
“Our customers are looking to us to decarbonise their supply chains, and these six vessels able to 
operate on green methanol will further accelerate the efforts to offer our customers climate neutral 
transport. Global action is needed in this decade in order to meet the Paris Agreement’s goal of 
limiting global warming to a 1.5°C temperature rise”, said Henriette Hallberg Thygesen, CEO of 
Fleet & Strategic Brands at Maersk. 
 
Maersk has set a net-zero emissions target for 2040 across the entire business and has also set 
tangible near-term targets for 2030 to ensure significant progress. This includes a 50% reduction 
in emissions per transported container in the Maersk Ocean fleet compared to 2020 and a 
principle of only ordering newbuilt vessels that can be operated on green fuels. 
With the order, Maersk has in total ordered 19 vessels with dual-fuel engines able to operate on 
green methanol. 
 
“Green methanol is the best scalable green fuel solution for this decade, and we are excited to see 
several other shipowners choosing this path. It adds further momentum to the rapid scaling of 
availability needed to bring down the premium on green methanol and accelerate the evolution of 
climate neutral shipping”, said Palle Laursen, Chief Fleet & Technical Officer at Maersk. 
 
Benchmarked against conventional fuel capabilities, additional capital expenditure (CAPEX) for 
the methanol dual-fuel capability is in the range of 8-12%, which is an improvement compared to 
when Maersk ordered eight vessels with the same technology last year. 

https://www.shippingaustralia.com.au/author/industry-contributor/
https://www.shippingaustralia.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/image-4.png


 

9 | P a g e  
 
 

The six 17,000 TEU vessels are all to be delivered in 2025 and will sail under the flag of Denmark. 
They all come as part of Maersk’s ongoing fleet renewal program and their capacity will replace an 
equal amount of capacity reaching end-of-life and leaving the Maersk managed fleet. When all 19 
vessels on order are deployed and have replaced older vessels, they will generate annual CO2 
emissions savings of around 2.3 million tonnes. 
Maersk further reiterates its strategy of maintaining a fleet capacity at a maximum of 4.3 million 
TEU, as a combination of Maersk managed and time-chartered vessels. 
 
About the six vessels 

• The six vessels have a nominal capacity of approx. 17,000 TEU 
• All to be delivered in 2025 
• They will have dual-fuel engines able to operate on green methanol 
• The six vessels of 17,000 TEU running on green methanol will save about 800,000 

tonnes of CO2 emissions annually 

 

Global port congestion cut in half; return to normality 
forecast for Q1 2023 
OCTOBER 7, 2022 BY SHIPPING AUSTRALIA 

Pictured: a container port. As the global supply chain situation normalises, ports have been able to 

clear their backlog. Delays at ports overseas greatly and adversely impact seaborne logistics to / from 

Australia. Photo credit Chuttersnap via Unsplash. 
 
 

https://www.shippingaustralia.com.au/author/admin/
https://www.shippingaustralia.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Singapore-containers-boxes-port-berth-gantry-cranes-STS-straddle-carriers-stock-credit-Chuttersnap-via-Unsplash-eqwFWHfQipg.jpg
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“50% of congestion has been resolved”, analyst Sea Intelligence has declared to the industry in its 
most recent early October update. 
 
The proportion of the global boxship fleet unavailable due to port delay has dropped to 7.9% from 
a peak of 13.8%, the analyst reported. 
 
Although half of 13.8% is 6.9%, the analyst pointed out that there is a baseline unavailability of 
about 2% (as there are always some delays), and at the height of port congestion, about 11.8% of 
global capacity was been up by port delays. 
As that additional congestion has fallen to 5.9%, “this essentially means that the congestion issues 
have been cut in half, compared to the situation in January 2022”. 
 
Plotting a path to future normality, Sea Intelligence noted that the rate of change as the situation 
worsened, and the rate of change as the situation has eased, are similar. An alternative method is 
to look at the rate of improvement now when compared to the rate of improvement in earlier 
periods of port congestion. 
 
With either methodology, the result is the same: normality is forecast to return in March 2023. 
A third (complicated) methodology involves creating an absorption-of-capacity-index normalised to 
the peak of congestion periods – with one being the recent peak and the other being the 2015 
congestion peak. This forecast suggest a return to normality in January 2023. 
 
“In summary, all three models suggest we should be back at the “normal” 2% capacity loss 
baseline by early 2023, assuming the current pace continues, and there any no new major supply 
chain disruptions”, said Alan Murphy, CEO of Sea Intelligence. 
 
However, it would appear that the wish for “no new major supply chain disruptions” may, alas, be 
forlorn. Global forwarder DHL is reporting that, while port congestion is easing across Asia and 
North America, and volumes have started to shrink after last year’s cargo boom, “new disruptions 
to the supply chain are already underway”. 
China’s zero-COVID policy continues to give rise to supply chain concerns with major 
manufacturing centres disrupted. Although port operations are exempt from restrictions, 
“manufacturing and inland logistics have already been affected to varying degrees,” DHL reports. 
 
Although the port queue around Southern California has cleared, a new 40 ship-strong queue has 
formed at the Port of Savannah in the State of Georgia (about 160km north of the Florida border 
on the Atlantic coast of the south-eastern US). A 15-strong port queue has been reported near 
New York. 
 
Over on the other side of The Pond, there is waterfront strike action in the UK at the Ports of 
Liverpool and Felixstowe, along with concerns of further port strikes. Port congestion at Hamburg 
and Bremenhaven is expected to ease as industrial action has been called off following an 
employer-workforce deal. 
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Registrars Report 
 

Membership Movements 

Ratified by Federal 0  

Resigned to Friend 0  

Transferred to Retired 0  

Resigned from COMMA 0  

Un-financial Members 6 Names known to Branch Court & Federal Court 

Membership Terminated 0  

Deceased 0  

Transferred Branch 0  

Membership Upgraded 0  

Membership Summary 

Federal Life Members 2   Voting rights / No levy / No fees 

Friends 17   Over 80 years old / No voting rights / No levy / No fees 

Ex-Officio Members 1   No voting rights / No levy / No fees  

WA Honorary Members 4 4  Voting rights / Federal Levy Payable / No fees 

Ordinary Members 76 76 76 Master (Unlimited Trading) 

Associate Members 15 15 15 Master (Restricted Trading) / Deck Officers & Others 

Retired Members 19 19 19 +65 years / 15 years membership / no longer employed 

Total Members 134    

Federal Levy Payable  114   

Fee Paying Members   110  

Contributing Members   91 Revenue-generating members paying full membership fee 

Pending Members (Read) 3   Application received / awaiting ratification 

Total incl “Read” 137    

 
WA Membership Applications Pending Ratification 

Name Type Comment 

James McAULIFFE WA (Ord) Read 30-Mar-22 – pending ratification 

Stephen FANT WA (Ord) Read 29-Jun-22 – pending ratification 

Amandeep WA (Assoc) Read 31-Aug-22 – pending ratification 

 
Membership Applications Read 28th September 2022 

Name Branch Comment 

Nil   

 
Comments 

There were 6 members who were “un-financial” at the time of the last Branch Court Meeting on 28th 
September.  Those members have been advised by email that they are considered to have ‘Resigned by 
default’. 
The Federal Court has been advised that they are considered ‘Resigned by Default’ and should have their 
membership considered for termination at the next Federal Court Meeting. 
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WAYPOINTS 
 
Forthcoming Birthdays 
 
The following Members celebrate birthdays in the period until the end of October 2022.  Ages are withheld to “protect 
the innocent”… 
 

3rd October Sarah ROBINSON 

4th October Bill PRINS 

5th October Alicia McCARRON / Clive SHEARD 

16th October Mark BEAL 

17th October Rod SILVESTER 

22nd October “Dai” DAVIES 

 
 
Forthcoming Membership Anniversaries 
 
The following Membership Anniversaries occur in the period until the end of October 2022. 
 

3 years Josh GONSALVES / Yazdi KHAMBATTA / John WILLIS 

7 years Christopher GALTON-FENZI 

8 years Leo REGO 

10 years Phil DOOLEY / Pasquale GUIDA / Andre WINKLER 

12 years Michael BIRCHALL / John HOOGERWAARD / John MANGINI 

45 years Capts John ABERNETHY & David ASLETT 

52 years Capt “Dai” DAVIES, OAM 
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Long-Serving Members 
 
The Branch Court wishes to acknowledge and thank the following members who have achieved significant periods of 
COMMA membership during October. 
 

Period Name / Membership Ratification Date Years 

60+ years Capt Robert Leggat / Retired  1st Feb 1957 65 

50+ years Capt David Clarke / Friend 17th Feb 1964 58 

 Capt Alexander Small / Friend 30th May 1967 55 

 Capt Corney Durham / Retired 15th May 1967 55 

 Capt Peter Shoebridge / Friend 19th Jun 1967 55 

 Capt Mike Gusterson / Retired 11th Sep 1969 53 

 Capt “Dai” Davies / Friend 30th Oct 1969 52 

40+ years Capt Richard Ireland / Retired 19th Jun 1972 50 

 Capt Mike Kiely / Retired 18th Jul 1974 48 

 Capt Paddy Evelegh / WA Honorary 3rd Feb 1976 46 

 Capt John Abernethy / Friend 1st Oct 1976 45 

 Capt David Aslett / Retired 4th Oct 1976 45 

 Capt James Major / Retired 12th Jul 1977 45 

 Capt Alan Keane / Friend 18th Jul 1979 43 

 Capt Roger Pettman / Ordinary 10th Sep 1979 43 

 Capt Patrick Tebbutt / Friend 7th Feb 1981 41 

 Capt Chris Grubba / Ordinary 4th Feb 1981 41 

 Capt David Gardiner / Ordinary 8th April 1981 41 

30+ years Capt Bill Prins / Ordinary 6th Feb 1983 39 

 Capt Michael Furlong / Friend 14th Jul 1983 39 

 Capt David Notman / Friend 28th Sep 1983 39 

 Capt Wim Van Alebeek / WA Honorary 19th Feb 1985 37 

 Capt Eric Barron / Ordinary 19th Feb 1986 36 

 Capt James Tunmore / Ordinary 19th Feb 1986 36 

 Capt Richard Purkiss / WA Honorary 19th Feb 1987 35 

 Capt Ian Harrod / Ordinary 14th Feb 1987 35 

 Capt Alfred De Rooij / Ordinary 12th Sep 1988 34 

 Capt Richard Gordon / Ordinary 14th Nov 1988 33 

 Capt Lindsay Copeman / Ordinary 28th Jul 1989 33 

 Capt Frank Kaleveld / Life 5th Nov 1989 32 

 Capt Robin Chester / Retired 8th Feb 1990 32 

 Capt Richard Court / Ordinary 11th May 1990 31 

 Capt Mike Dawes / Retired 3rd June 1991 31 

 Capt Phil Griffin / Ordinary 12th August 1991 31 

 
 

Updating Contact Details 
 
Members are asked to please update the Registrar with changes of residential address, email address, or phone 
numbers when they occur.  Contact details follow: - 
 

Steve Harris  /  registrar@comma-wa.org.au  /  0412 928 275 

 

 

mailto:registrar@comma-wa.org.au
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TREASURERS REPORT 
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Company of Master Mariners of Australia – WA Branch 
 

Branch Court Contact Details 
 
 
 

Position Name COMMA Address Mobile Number 

Branch Master Zubin BHADA branch.master@comma-
wa.org.au 

0408 165 306 

Deputy Branch Master Simon HEALY deputy.bm@comma-wa.org.au 0427 103 864 

Immediate Past Branch 
Master 

Steve WENBAN past.bm@comma-wa.org.au 0457 562 622 

Hon Treasurer Raul PEREIRA treasurer@comma-wa.org.au 0434 803 525 

Hon Secretary Peter BARTLETT secretary@comma-wa.org.au 0448 879 176 

Hon Registrar Steve HARRIS registrar@comma-wa.org.au 0412 928 275 

Points West Editor Mark BEAL editor@comma-wa.org.au 0409 299 290 

Social Coordinator Alicia McCARRON social@comma-wa.org.au 0437 430 704 

Branch Librarian Steve HARRIS librarian@comma-wa.org.au 0412 928 275 

Branch Court (Group 
Address) 

Copies to all above branch.court@comma-wa.org.au n/a 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:branch.master@comma
mailto:deputy.bm@comma
mailto:past.bm@comma
mailto:branch.court@comma
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