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THE COMPANY OF MASTER MARINERS OF AUSTRALIA - 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA BRANCH 

 
      

Branch Master’s Report – May 2022 
 

On behalf of the Branch, please find below the Branch Masters report for May 2022.  
 
This month although the Flying Angel Club was available, we only had a handful of members who 
acknowledged / RSVP for the May 2022 general meeting, hence the session was cancelled last 
minute, and an online court meeting was held to ensure the on-going progress of branch activities. 
Although still within a pandemic, our membership has been very lucky to continue with our events 
as business as usual.  
 
Branch Court 
The Court meeting was held as an online session that followed the standard Court Meeting format. 

• Review of Last Minutes - BM thanked the court for their attendance (Last Meeting Apr 2022). 

• Review of Registrar’s report / Review of Secretary’s report / Review of Treasurer’s Report (not 
available, due to Treasurer being offshore) 

• Update from Federal Secretary – Mark Pointon has been appointed as the new Federal Sec’y 
however could not attend this month session due to illness.  

• Update from WA Branch Secretary – Correspondence from last month/new applications etc. 

• Update from Task Force – results published in the Points West edition. 

• Business Arising from Previous minutes followed by any Other Business. 
 

BM Update 
➢ The current status of the court indicates that the below positions remain vacant/open. Members 

were urged and encouraged to step up and support the court team to fill the below vacant 
positions: 

• Branch Social Coordinator - vacant  

• IT Adviser – still seeking suitable candidate for this new position 
 

➢ The Federal Journal “Master Mariner” next edition is now scheduled for final version ready for 
issue by end June 2022. Carol has been very busy yet has managed to get an initial draft of the 
publication out already. The goal now is to create the final edition in June. She has again 
repeated her plea for additional material - articles / pictures / other information - to ensure we 
produce a worthwhile publication. 

➢ Upcoming COMMA Session – Keynote Speakers: The BM committed to confer with DBM to 
schedule future meeting guest speakers allowing for open forum discussions to be included in 
the future.  

➢ Task Group Summary from Frank - Survey results and conclusions to be provided and published 
in Points West.  

Inside this Issue 

From the Branch Master 

News and Views 

Meeting Minutes 
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➢ FAC management has been in direct comms with Court team to have the facilities made available 
for us to utilise for our monthly session including providing us with our standard curry buffet 
dinner. There is a new manager / cook appointed (John Hague). We have agreed with FAC 
through John that we will utilise the ‘Chain Locker’ room for both our Court & General meetings 
going forward – unless the numbers exceed about 20 when we will have to move the General 
meeting into the main event room. 

 
General Meeting 
The General meeting for month of May 2022 was cancelled as we only had a handful of members 
who RSVP for attendance. 

 
Points West 
Our in-house newsletter “Points West” continues to grow and deliver exceptional quality articles and 
information for our members. Please do send in articles and/or stories that we can share with our 
membership.  
 
General News 
I would like to thank the membership for their patience and their continued support in attending the 
monthly general meetings.  
   

Our attendance for 2022 has dropped! 
 

 
 
 
Although the level of attendance has fallen as a result of the current pandemic, we are still the most 
active branch in the country. 

• Our next session will be on 29th June 2022 and will be held at the Flying Angel Club (all going 
well). 

• Our total membership is slowly increasing with the current total number of members being 137. 
 
 
 
 
Capt. Zubin Bhada (AFNI)   
Branch Master 

 
End of Report 

 

 
 
 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov

Members 32 18 21 15 0

Guests 3 2 2 1 0

Dining 34 17 21 16 0

Total Attendance 35 20 23 16 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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TasPortsis suing the owners of the cement carrier ship that smashed 
into two tugboats in Tasmania s north west

The cement carrier Goliath smashed into two stationary tugboats in 
January in the Mersey  iver at the port of  evonport  causing millions 

of dollars  worth of damage   oth tugs sank 

TasPortshas started legal proceedings in the Federal Court of 
 ustralia against Goliath s owner  C L  ustralia TasPortschief 
executive  nthony  onald said the port authority would try to reach 
an  acceptable settlement  with the company in the short to medium 
term    t is not TasPorts  intention to progress the proceedings unless 
and until it becomes necessary to do so  but we believe that the 
commencement of proceedings is a prudent step to take to protect 
our rights   he said 

 n a statement  C L  ustralia said they had been transparent with 
authorities since the incident and had supported and cooperated the 
investigations conducted by the  ustralian Maritime  afety  uthority 
and the  ustralian Transport  afety  ureau  They said they  sincerely 
regret that the incident occurred   The company said the safety of 
crew members and the community  and the protection of the 
environment remain our top priorities   TasPortsis still in discussions 
with the company over a financial settlement 

 arlier this month  the  ustralian Transport  afety  ureau   T    
released a preliminary report from its ongoing investigation into the 
crash involving the two TasPortstugs   ork Cove and Campbell 
Cove   t found an incorrect steering setting was selected on the 
cement carrier  and the ship s speed increased by more than three 
knots as it navigated a tight turn in the Mersey  iver 

              
               
                 
    

Work has started on the first stage of the     million  elson Point 
Tug  aven pro ect at the Port of Port  edland  providing robust 
infrastructure in the port   ustral Construction  who was awarded the 
    million contract in       have commenced the works to stabilise
the revetments affected by ageing and storm events   restoring a fit 

for purpose facility for the current tug fleet and providing robust 
infrastructure to the port    range of works will be undertaken over the 
coming months  following a comprehensive design process that 
included driving steel piles around the internal boundary of the tug 
haven to prevent water erosion beneath the revetment walls  

The new steel pile wall will then be partially backfilled to strengthen 
the structure   s part of these works     million of the proposed 
expenditure will be invested into local Pilbara based businesses  
creating more opportunity and a pipeline of works in the region The
first stage of works is expected to be completed in late       with the 
tender for the second stage to also be released later this year 

The second stage will include the replacement of the outer wall of the 
tug haven with a stronger design and greater storm protection than 
the current wall   elson Point Tug  aven was initially constructed in 
     to provide a secure harbour for tugboats which service the Port 
of Port  edland 
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The  ustralian Transport  afety  ureau   T    has begun its 
investigation into a fire that ignited on board a Japanese owned 
liquefied hydrogen  L    carrier while it was in  ustralian waters 
earlier this year 

The incident on the       WT       F   T    occurred on 
January     while the ship was at Western Port   astings  
 ictoria The T   said the fire was traced to the exhaust of the ship  s 
gas combustion unit   hortly after the bla e ignited  the crew 
immediately shut down the exhaust unit and implemented fire 
prevention protocols  

The  T   assured that the incident did not result in in uries   damage  
or pollution 

              
              
             
                
                 
        

 ew  ork based hydrogen company     ndustries and naval 
architecture firm T C   L G  ervices have developed    designs 
for a concept ship that collects plastic waste and converts it into clean 
hydrogen 

Plastic debris currently makes up    per cent of all marine debris 
found from surface waters to deep sea sediments   n addition  at 
least    million tonnesof plastic end up in the ocean every year 

This new design for an innovative concept shows a ship that will 
collect plastic waste and then convert it into clean hydrogen  allowing 
surplus hydrogen to be shipped back to shore 

The vessel will be more than     metresin length   t is to travel at 
four knots with the waste plastic collected by two smaller vessels 
towing a two mile net that funnels the waste from the surface and up 
to ten metresbelow it  The most novel feature of the vessel will be 
the open bow design that allows the collected plastic waste to be fed 
onto conveyors and into the storage hold 

This waste will then be converted into hydrogen by the same 
thermolysis process that the     ndustries  plants will be using 
onshore  For every     kilograms of waste  approximately     
kilograms of hydrogen can be produced and then  stored in liquid 
organic hydrogen carrier  L  C  in    foot containers  These 
containers will be transferred to smaller vessels by onboard cranes 
for delivery to shore 



 

7 | P a g e  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The inaugural IMO International Day for Women in Maritime on 18 May 2022 focused on the 
theme "Training-Visibility-Recognition: Supporting a barrier-free working environment”. 
On this day, IMO invited all stakeholders to engage in events and activities around this theme. 
On social media, we focused on visibility, sharing the many faces of women in maritime, and the 
hashtag #WomenInMaritimeDay was used.  
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To Celebrate this Inaugural Day, the West Australian Department of Transport Maritime, hosted a 

morning tea with guest speakers from the; Western  ustralian branch of Women’s  nternational 

Shipping & Trading Association (WISTA International), The Leeuwin Ocean Adventure Foundation, 

PIANC the World Association for Waterborne Transport Infrastructure and the WA Department of 

Transport.  

Speakers talked about their involvements in the many different sub-industries that are active in the 

wider Maritime Sector. 

 

Participants in the Inaugural Celebration for Women in Maritime, held at Kings Square, Maritime Division of the 

Department of Transport WA. 
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Bipartisan Shipping Policy now a Reality 

AUS FLAGGED SHIPS THE RIGHT CALL TO ENSURE CRITICAL SUPPLIES 

 
•  ustralia relies on a viable shipping industry for critical supplies such as fuel, medicine, and 
fertilisers to grow food. 
• With  ust    large scale ships and increasing global unrest   ustralia is vulnerable to being cut off 
from the rest of the world. 
• Announcement by Coalition Government will see for the first time, bi-partisan support to increase 
Australian flagged ships. 
• This bolsters national security  provides confidence to the shipping industry  and will see jobs 
across the maritime sector. 

 
 ustralia’s only national shipping industry peak body has today welcomed the announcement by 
 eputy Prime Minister  arnaby Joyce to introduce measures to increase our nation’s sovereign 
maritime capability in times of crisis. 

 
Maritime  ndustry  ustralia Limited  M  L  C   Teresa Lloyd said the Coalition’s commitment to 
arrest the decline of Australian flagged ships signals just how vital the industry is to our national 
security. 
“For several years  we have been calling on both ma or parties to expand  ustralia’s commercial 
fleet above critical levels to ensure our country can receive critical supplies such as fuel and 
medicine ” Ms Lloyd said  

 
“ n absence of having our own ships  we have come to rely heavily on overseas ships who are 
ultimately beholden to countries they are owned by. While we will always use foreign ships, we 
must also gain a foothold in the international commercial shipping sector. 

 
“That’s why we need  ustralian flagged ships and that’s why today’s announcement by the 
Coalition is significant for our country  our security and our future ” 

 
Ms Lloyd said for first time in Australian shipping history, we now have bi-partisan support on 
adjusting tax settings equal to those in other countries which will mean a level playing field for 
Australian ship owners. 

 
“This finally makes it commercially viable for local ship owners to own and operate  ustralian 
flagged ships   t means more  obs  a stronger economy  and a safer  ustralia ” Ms Lloyd said  

 
“The changes announced are equally beneficial for both the primary and international shipping 

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/7733834/coalition-seeks-to-boost-maritime-fleet/
https://mial.org.au/
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registers. This combination is critical for a country like Australia who is utterly reliant on maritime 
trade. Maximising the number of Australian ships is in our national interest to ensure we survive 
and thrive ” 

 
Ms Lloyd said today’s announcement gives the industry the certainty and confidence to rebuild our 
domestic fleet which has fallen to just 13 commercial vessels. 

 
“ ecuring our maritime domain means investing in our defence capability and also means an 
investment in building our sovereign commercial shipping capability ” Ms Lloyd said  

 
“With commitment now from the Coalition and  LP  we have the assurance that the commercial 
maritime industry is considered vital within our national security construct, and we will now have a 
level of self-reliance  and assurance that has declined over previous decades ” 

 
MIAL and its 78 members stand ready to support the implementation of the proposed measures. 

 
“This ma or step in the right direction will benefit everyone and ensure our national security is 
protected  We look forward to immediate action post May    ” Ms Lloyd concluded  
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SEA SCOUTS WA MASTER MARINERS COMPETITION 2022 
 
As Usual, May is the Month for the Sea Scouts - WA Master Mariners Competition at the Pelican Point 
Scouts Facility. 
 

 
 
This year enjoyed a picture-perfect day of sunshine and fair weather, such that the schedule for sailing 
events had to be changed from morning to the last thing in the afternoon, in order to catch the very light 
breezes that gladly presented. 
 

 
Peter Bartlett and David Heppingstone judging chart work and navigation May 2022 

 

To View all photos taken on the day, please visit https://1drv.ms/u/s!AoUhV7n_EQkDgZc9mLb-
e65zKl7cjg?e=dD4Z28 
 

Courtesy of Barbara de la Hunty – Branch Leader Boating 

https://1drv.ms/u/s!AoUhV7n_EQkDgZc9mLb-e65zKl7cjg?e=dD4Z28
https://1drv.ms/u/s!AoUhV7n_EQkDgZc9mLb-e65zKl7cjg?e=dD4Z28
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Activity at the Jetty 
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 The Company of Master Mariners WA Branch 

 

Registrars Report 

Membership Movements 

Ratified by Federal (1) 2 Ryan EASTHER (Assoc) / Aaron LEWIS (Ord) 

Resigned to Friend (2) 2 Mike KIELY / Bob LEGGATT 

Transferred to Retired 0  

Resigned from COMMA 0  

Membership Terminated 0  

Deceased 0  

Transferred Branch 0  

Membership Upgraded 0  

Membership Summary 

Federal Life Members 2   Voting rights / No levy / No fees 

Friends 17   Over 80 years old / No voting rights / No levy / No fees 

Ex-Officio Members 1   No voting rights / No levy / No fees  

WA Honorary Members 4 4  Voting rights / Federal Levy Payable / No fees 

Ordinary Members 81 81 81 Master (Unlimited Trading) 

Associate Members 15 15 15 Master (Restricted Trading) / Deck Officers & Others 

Retired Members 19 19 19 +65 years / 15 years membership / no longer employed 

Total Members 139    

Federal Levy Payable  119   

Fee Paying Members   115  

Contributing Members   96 Revenue-generating members paying full membership fee 

Pending Members (Read) 1   Application received / awaiting ratification 

Total incl “Read” 140    

 

WA Membership Applications Pending Ratification 

Name Type Comment 

James McAULIFFE WA (Ord) Read 30-Mar-22 – pending ratification 

 

Membership Applications Read 25th May 2022 

Name Branch Comment 

Nil   

 

Comments 

(1) Memberships ratified at the 9th April 2022 Federal Court Annual General Meeting. 
 

(2) Long-serving Retired members who are over 80 years and no longer able to attend meetings. 
 
(3) There are    members who are still “un-financial”    nvoices including the   % “late payment surcharge” 

were sent to    members who were “un-financial” at the end of  pril   Two members have paid since  
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WAYPOINTS 
 
Forthcoming Birthdays 
 
The following Members celebrate birthdays in the period until the end of June         ges are withheld to “protect the 
innocent”… 
 

1st June Graham DAVEY 

6th June John ABERNETHY 

10th June David GARDINER 

11th June Chris GALTON-FENZI 

12th June Mike DUNHAM 

16th June Jeff KNIGHT 

17th June Zubin BHADA 

20th June Steve HARRIS / Richard PURKISS 

26th June Aaron LEWIS 

 
 
Forthcoming Membership Anniversaries 
 
The following Membership Anniversaries occur in the period until the end of June 2022. 
 

8 years Mark BEAL 

22 years Allan GRAY 

29 years Mike DUNHAM 

31 years Mike DAWES 

50 years Richard IRELAND 

55 years Peter SHOEBRIDGE 
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Long-Serving Members 
 
The Branch Court wishes to acknowledge and thank the following members who have achieved significant periods of 
COMMA membership during June. 
 

Period Name / Membership Ratification Date Years 

60+ years Capt Robert Leggat / Retired  1st Feb 1957 65 

50+ years Capt David Clarke / Friend 17th Feb 1964 58 

 Capt Alexander Small / Friend 30th May 1967 55 

 Capt Corney Durham / Retired 15th May 1967 55 

 Capt Peter Shoebridge / Friend 19th Jun 1967 55 

 Capt Mike Gusterson / Retired 11th Sep 1969 52 

 Capt “Dai” Davies / Friend 30th Oct 1969 52 

40+ years Capt Richard Ireland / Retired 19th Jun 1972 50 

 Capt Mike Kiely / Retired 18th Jul 1974 47 

 Capt Paddy Evelegh / WA Honorary 3rd Feb 1976 46 

 Capt John Abernethy / Friend 1st Oct 1976 45 

 Capt David Aslett / Retired 4th Oct 1976 45 

 Capt James Major / Retired 12th Jul 1977 44 

 Capt Alan Keane / Friend 18th Jul 1979 42 

 Capt Roger Pettman / Ordinary 10th Sep 1979 42 

 Capt Patrick Tebbutt / Friend 7th Feb 1981 41 

 Capt Chris Grubba / Ordinary 4th Feb 1981 41 

 Capt David Gardiner / Ordinary 8th April 1981 41 

30+ years Capt Bill Prins / Ordinary 6th Feb 1983 39 

 Capt Michael Furlong / Friend 14th Jul 1983 38 

 Capt David Notman / Friend 28th Sep 1983 38 

 Capt Wim Van Alebeek / WA Honorary 19th Feb 1985 37 

 Capt Eric Barron / Ordinary 19th Feb 1986 36 

 Capt James Tunmore / Ordinary 19th Feb 1986 36 

 Capt Richard Purkiss / WA Honorary 19th Feb 1987 35 

 Capt Ian Harrod / Ordinary 14th Feb 1987 35 

 Capt Alfred De Rooij / Ordinary 12th Sep 1988 33 

 Capt Richard Gordon / Ordinary 14th Nov 1988 33 

 Capt Lindsay Copeman / Ordinary 28th Jul 1989 31 

 Capt Frank Kaleveld / Life 5th Nov 1989 32 

 Capt Robin Chester / Retired 8th Feb 1990 32 

 Capt Richard Court / Ordinary 11th May 1990 31 

 Capt Mike Dawes / Retired 3rd June 1991 31 

 Capt Phil Griffin / Ordinary 12th August 1991 30 

 
 

Updating Contact Details 
 
Members are asked to please update the Registrar with changes of residential address, email address, or phone 
numbers when they occur.  Contact details follow: - 
 

Steve Harris  /  registrar@comma-wa.org.au  /  0412 928 275 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:registrar@comma-wa.org.au
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Company of Master Mariners of Australia – WA Branch 
 

Branch Court Contact Details 
 
 

Position Name COMMA Address Mobile Number 

Branch Master Zubin BHADA branch.master@comma-
wa.org.au 

0408 165 306 

Deputy Branch Master Simon HEALY deputy.bm@comma-wa.org.au 0427 103 864 

Immediate Past Branch 
Master 

Steve WENBAN past.bm@comma-wa.org.au 0457 562 622 

Hon Treasurer Raul PEREIRA treasurer@comma-wa.org.au 0434 803 525 

Hon Secretary Peter BARTLETT secretary@comma-wa.org.au 0448 879 176 

Hon Registrar Steve HARRIS registrar@comma-wa.org.au 0412 928 275 

Points West Editor Mark BEAL editor@comma-wa.org.au 0409 299 290 

Social Coordinator Alicia McCARRON social@comma-wa.org.au 0437 430 704 

Branch Librarian Steve HARRIS librarian@comma-wa.org.au 0412 928 275 

Branch Court (Group 
Address) 

Copies to all above branch.court@comma-wa.org.au n/a 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:branch.master@comma
mailto:deputy.bm@comma
mailto:past.bm@comma
mailto:branch.court@comma


 

19 | P a g e  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

20 | P a g e  
 
 



 

21 | P a g e  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


