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THE COMPANY OF MASTER MARINERS OF AUSTRALIA - 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA BRANCH 
      

Branch Master’s Report – April 2022 
 

On behalf of the Branch, please find below the Branch Masters report for April 2022. This month we 
were unable to utilise the Flying Angel Club and instead managed to get a small place at the 
Esplanade Hotel in Fremantle. 
 
Although still within a pandemic, our membership has been very lucky to continue with our events 
as business as usual. This month we had keynote speaker “Capt. Sergii Globa” (Ukrainian Master 
Mariner), who has recently moved to Perth with his family on a humanitarian visa. Capt. Sergii Globa 
spoke to us on his recent experiences on board his last ship where he had both Russian and 
Ukrainian seafarers during the current crisis. 
 

   
Keynote speaker “Capt. Sergii Globa” 
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Guest Speaker – Capt. Sergii Globa 

BM Update 
➢ Federal Court AGM Meeting held 09 April 2022 (Online TEAMS session).  
➢ CoMMA WA Branch AGM held on 30th March 2022. Below named members were duly 

appointed as court members for 2022/23. 
 
a. Branch Master (Capt. Zubin Bhada) = yes 
b. Branch Deputy Master (Capt. Simon Healy) = yes  
c. Branch Sec’y (Capt. Peter Bartlett) = yes 
d. Branch Registrar (Capt. Steve Harris) = yes  
e. Branch Treasurer (Raul Periera) = yes 
f. Branch Social Coordinator = NO (Vacant Position) 
g. Branch Librarian (Capt. Steve Harris) = yes 
h. Branch Liaison (Capt. David Heppingstone) = yes 

 
➢ The Federal Journal “Master Mariner” next edition is now scheduled for final version ready 

for issue by end June 2022. Carol has been very busy yet has managed to get an initial draft 
of the publication out already. The goal now is to create the final edition in June. She has 
again repeated her plea for additional material - articles / pictures / other information - to 
ensure we produce a worthwhile publication. 

➢ Upcoming COMMA Session – Keynote Speakers: The BM committed to confer with DBM to 
schedule future meeting guest speakers allowing for open forum discussions to be included 
in the future.  

➢ Sea Scouts weekend on Sunday 01 May 2022 at Pelican Point was held with great 
success. 

➢ Task Group Summary from Frank - Survey results and conclusions to be provided and 
published in Points West.  

➢ ANZAC Day DAWN Service 25 Apr 2022: Same was attended by Court members and was a 
excellent service, well attended and a great morning. Capt. Steven Wenban laid a wreath on 
behalf of CoMMA WA branch, followed by members attending a gunfire breakfast in Freo. 

 
General Meeting 
The General meeting followed the standard format, with the normal pleasantries and update from 
last COMMA session in Mar 2022. The general meeting followed a quick update by Hon. Branch 
Master in the standard format. 
 

• BM update from last session in Mar 2022 

• Review of Registrar’s report / Review of Secretary’s report / Review of Treasurer’s Report (not 
available as Treasurer was away offshore). 

• Update from Federal Secretary, WA Branch Secretary including correspondence (in/out) 

• Business Arising from Previous minutes followed by any Other Business.  

• After dinner, Branch Master Capt. Zubin Bhada introduced keynote speaker “Capt. Sergii Globa” 
who spoke to us his experiences out at sea with the recent Russian & Ukrainian crisis. Capt. 
Sergii Globa himself recently migrated to Perth, Australia being a Ukrainian national along with 
his family on a humanitarian visa. 
 

Points West 
Our in-house newsletter “Points West” continues to grow and deliver exceptional quality articles and 
information for our members. Please do send in articles and/or stories that we can share with our 
membership.  
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General News 
I would like to thank the membership for their patience and their continued support in attending the 
monthly general meetings. Although the level of attendance has fallen as a result of the current 
pandemic, we are still the most active branch in the country. 

• Master Mariner magazine publication has been pushed out to end of Q2/2022, due to lack of 
articles or submissions received by Carol. All members are encouraged to research and submit 
articles to Carol. 

• Our next session will be in 25th May 2022 and will be held at the Flying Angel Club (all going 
well). 

• Our total membership is slowly increasing with the current total number of members being 137. 
   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Capt. Zubin Bhada (BM) handing over a sample token to keynote speaker Capt. Sergii Globa.  
Note: Reminder that a CoMMA WA crest to be handed over to Capt. Sergii Globa. 
 
 
Capt. Zubin Bhada (AFNI)   
Branch Master 

 
End of Report 
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Hundreds of seafarers still trapped on vessels in 
Ukrainian ports 
MAY 6, 2022 BY INDUSTRY CONTRIBUTOR 

Pictured: the Ukrainian flag. Photo credit: Max Kukurudziak via Unsplash. 
By the International Chamber of Shipping 
Just under 500 seafarers remain sheltered awaiting evacuation onboard 109 ships at Ukrainian 
ports in the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov, down from 2,000 six weeks ago. 
Three quarters of the seafarers trapped in Ukrainian ports have now been evacuated from their 
stranded vessels, according to new data gathered by the International Chamber of Shipping, 
collated in association with the IMO. 
Today, the IMO adopted a resolution on actions to facilitate the urgent evacuation of seafarers, 
while U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres yesterday called for an escape route from the 
Mariupol ‘apocalypse’. 
ICS is urging the preservation of humanitarian corridors, until all remaining seafarers have been 
safely evacuated. The remaining 500 seafarers account for skeleton crews who remained on 
board to allow their fellow crew mates to be evacuated. 
1,500 seafarers have been safely evacuated from stranded vessels via humanitarian corridors on 
land and at sea. These corridors comprised of evacuation flights and buses from ports, organised 
by the maritime labour supply states of those affected. Some of the 1,500 are awaiting their further 
transfer from shore locations in Ukraine, and many have been fully repatriated home. 
The International Labour Organization (ILO), the IMO, UNHCR and humanitarian organisations 
have coordinated deliveries of food, water, and medicines to remaining crew. While some supplies 
have reached the intended recipients, delivering aid continues to be extremely difficult, particularly 
in high-risk areas. 
Vessels are stuck in: Mykolaiv (25), Chornomorsk (23), Kherson (16), Odessa (10), Berdyansk (8), 
Pivdennyi (6), Mariupol (5), Nika Tera (2), Ochakiv (2), Izmail (1), and Yuzhny anchorage (1). 

https://www.shippingaustralia.com.au/author/industry-contributor/
https://www.ics-shipping.org/
https://www.shippingaustralia.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Ukraine-Ukrainian-flag-stock-credit-Max-Kukurudziak-via-unsplash.jpg
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The affected seafarers, both the evacuated and those who remain onboard, are from 27 different 
countries, with the largest number from the Philippines and India. Other affected seafarer 
nationalities include Ukrainian, Russian, Chinese, Danish, Greek, and Turkish. 
ICS data indicates that most of the 109 stranded vessels are either bulk carriers (42) or general 
cargo vessels (38). Other vessels include oil tankers, chemical tankers, tugs, ro-ro cargo, an ice-
breaker, and motor hoppers. 
Natalie Shaw, director of employment affairs at ICS, said:“The escape route out of ‘the 
apocalypse’ must be open to these seafarers as well.” 
“While we are relieved that around 1,500 have been successfully evacuated, our focus is on those 
still onboard. 
“We will continue to do all we can to facilitate their safe passage out of the affected areas and, in 
the meantime, work with aid agencies to ensure the delivery of humanitarian aid to those still 
affected. 
“Open dialogue made these rescue missions possible; we’re calling for continued communication 
and co-operation. 
“We commend the rescue effort taken by flag states, port states, and labour supply states, as well 
as governments, shipowners, unions, international aid agencies, and seafarer charities.” 
Since the start of the conflict, some vessels have been advised to switch off tracking devices for 
security reasons. Therefore, there are 10 vessels where the International Chamber of Shipping 
has been unable to pinpoint their location. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Shipping Australia cautions 
against government support for 
protectionist maritime policies 
MAY 13, 2022 BY SHIPPING AUSTRALIA 

Photo credit: Clip Art Vectors via Pixabay and Shipping Australia 
Shipping Australia notes that there is now backing by both of the major parties for support to, and 
expansion of, a national commercial ocean-going freight fleet. 
Details of the policies by either main party are pretty scant at this point so it is difficult to provide 
detailed comment. However, Shipping Australia cautions against government support for national 
fleets. 
Similar nationalist policies have been tried in the past – both here and in the United States – and 
they have been profound failures. Policy proponents and politicians tend to claim that their 
protectionist maritime policies will bring a variety of benefits. But they generally don’t. 
 

 

https://www.shippingaustralia.com.au/author/admin/
https://www.shippingaustralia.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Australia-flag-map-maritime-red-stock-credit-Open-Clip-Art-Vectors-from-Pixabay-and-Jim-Wilson.jpg
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THE COMPANY OF MASTER MARINERS OF AUSTRALIA - 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA BRANCH 

 

General Meeting Minutes 27th APR 2022 
Esplanade Hotel, Fremantle 

 
 

 
The BM opened proceedings at 1745hrs at the Esplanade Hotel, Fremantle, welcoming members, and guests 
to our April 2022 General Meeting. 
 
 
BM introduced guest: 

a. Sergii Globa 
b.  

Attendance   
COVID-19 restrictions and venue uncertainty continue to impact attendance numbers. 

 
 

Apologies & Guests 
Apologies received and guests attending were captured in the attendance sheet distributed before the 
meeting. We had a total of 16 attendees including 1 guest. 
 

Guest Speaker – Capt Sergii Globa 
Our Guest Speaker this evening is Capt Sergii Globa  - invited by the Branch Master to talk on the topic of: 
Shared experiences as a Master at sea in the current times of conflict  
 
Capt Sergii Globa is an experienced Master who has spent 15 years working on oil and chemical 
tankers.  He spent 4 years with V.Ships, 5 years with CSM, was most recently with Management Facilities 
Group (Dutch flag) and has world-wide seafaring experience.  His education includes learning to speak 
English & German and he has degrees from Odessa National Marine University, including a master’s 
degree. 
 
Capt Globa has worked for many years with international crews.  His next goal is to further his career by 

working as a Marine Superintendent.    

 
 
 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov

Members 32 18 21 15

Guests 3 2 2 1

Dining 34 17 21 16

Total Attendance 35 20 23 16 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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Update from BM:  
 
 

➢ AGM held on 30th March 2022. Below named members were duly appointed as court members for 
2022/23. 
 
i. Branch Master (ZB) = yes 
j. Branch Deputy Master (Simon H) = yes  
k. Branch Sec’y (PB) = yes 
l. Branch Registrar (SH) = yes  
m. Branch Treasurer (RP) = yes 
n. Branch Social Coordinator (AM) = NO (Vacant Position) 
o. Branch Librarian (SH) = yes 
p. Branch Liaison (DH) = yes 

 
➢ Federal Court AGM Meeting held 09 April 2022 (Online TEAMS session) 

 
➢ Leeuwin sponsorship for 2 individuals – Update from Carol provided. She is reaching out to Sea 

Scouts to receive candidate nominations for selection by Q2/2022. (Still awaiting response from Carol) 
➢ The Federal Journal “Master Mariner” next edition is now scheduled for final version ready for 

issue by end June 2022. Carol has been very busy yet has managed to get an initial draft of the 
publication out already. The goal now is to create the final edition in June. She has again repeated 
her plea for additional material - articles / pictures / other information - to ensure we produce a 
worthwhile publication. 

➢ Boulton Lecture 2022: Discussed at Fed Court and agreed that WA will no longer pursue the 
arrangements for 2022. 

➢ Formal comms between FAC & COMMA WA Branch – BM remains the conduit for all comms with 
FAC. Item closed 

➢ On 08 Apr – Rev. Dennis Claughton Informed us - unfortunately yesterday the Flying Angel Club at 
76 Queen Victoria St Fremantle has become Quarantined and is likely to be Quarantined by Health 
WA for some time. This is a quick notice to let you know that our offer of a May date for a function 
cannot be kept.  I will update you as things change. 

➢ Upcoming COMMA Session – Keynote Speakers: The BM committed to confer with DBM to 
schedule future meeting guest speakers allowing for open forum discussions to be included in the 
future.  

➢ Sea Scouts weekend on Sunday 01 May 2022 at Pelican Point. Email sent out for volunteers. 
BM sends his apology. Action: Steve to send out final list of volunteers 

➢ COMMA WA to get more visible – suggest nominating key spokesman from membership to go out 
to schools and make presentations. No update from the last court meeting 

➢ Task Group Summary from Frank - Survey results and conclusions to be provided and published 
in Points West. Action by Peter 

➢ ANZAC Day DAWN Service 25 Apr 202: Invite received by City of Fremantle and email sent out by 
Steve. Steven Wenban taking the lead to represent COMMA and lay a wreath. David Heppingstone 
also attending along with other members.  

 
 

➢ Below table shows a look ahead on monthly sessions along with other events: 
 

Month Activity Venue / Topic 
24th January 2022 
 

Combined Meeting NIWA & COMMA   
Keynote Speaker – Senator Ben Small 

Flying Angel Club, Fremantle. 
Open Forum on Ben’s role in Govt. 

23rd Feb 2022 
 

Keynote Speaker – Elly Spillekom Navy Club, Fremantle. 
Wooden Boat Building in WA 

04th March 2022 
Postponed to 16-
Sept-22 

Postponed: Celebrating 50th Anniversary of 
Nautical Institute 
(Keynote Speaker, Dinner & Drinks) 
All COMMA Members are invited.  

ANZAC Club, Perth 
28 St. Georges TRC, Perth 6000 

12 March 2022 
Postponed to 

Postponed: World Maritime Day – COMMA 
Stall 

Victoria Quay, Fremantle 
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Saturday 29 
October 
 

30th March 2022 Phil Dooley (COMMA Member) Story on ss Empire Heath 

27th April 2022 Capt Sergii Globa (Guest of BM) Current experiences as Master at 
sea 

25th May 2022 Geoff Wake / Sebastian Morillo 
(O2Metocean) 

Metocean Specialist for Cyclone 
Forecasting 

29th June 2022 
 

  

27th July 2022   

31st Aug 2022 Combined Meeting (NIWA & COMMA) Flying Angel Club, Freo 

28th Sept 2022   

26th Oct 2022   

Oct 2022 
 

Combined Annual Dinner Event  
 (Combined event with COMMA & NIWA) 

Venue - TBC   

30th Nov 2022   

Dec 2022 No session  

 

Hon. Secretary Report 

The Hon. Secretary provided the following update to the membership – 
Communications this month principally involved the following topics: 
1. NI 50th Jubilee Celebration – 16-Sept-22 
2. Investigating alternate meeting venues -  
3. WA Taskforce submission 

Social Coordinator Update  

1. Need a replacement Social Coordinator.  
2. Comms to membership to nominate / appoint new social coordinator. 
3. WMD postponement to 29th Oct 2022.  
4. Nothing else to report 

 

Treasurer’s Report  
This report is unavailable currently due to the treasurer being offshore and unavailable to attend this 
meeting.  
The WA Branch Westpac accounts are in good shape. The total available funds are as follows: 
 
Westpac Community (BSB-036-048 / ACC - 427091)   = $34,544.69 
Westpac Community (BSB - 036-048 // ACC - 427104)  = $50,537.23 

   Total  = $85,081.92 
 

Registrar’s Report  
The Hon. Registrar provided the following membership and applicant update for April 2022: 

• Total WA Branch Members = 137 

• Federal Levy Payable = 119 

• Fee Paying Members = 115 

• Contributing Members = 94 

• Pending Members = 3 
  

       There are no new Applications to be read: 
 
 
 

Fed Secretary’s Report  
• Capt. Mark Pointon taken over as Fed Secretary as of 09 April 2022. Currently handover from Stuart 

Davey is in progress.  

• Fed AGM held 09 April 2022: 



23 | P a g e

o Fed LEVY invoices will be managed by Francis (Fed Treasurer)
o 2022 Fed Levy discounted to $35/- per full paying member
o Constitution amendment will be issued to ASIC by Francis / Fed Sec'y - ASAP, after all

branches report the voting forms.
o Fed Sec'y role is being taken up my Mark Pointon
o Master Mariner magazine to be out by Q3/2022 - (ZB to take the lead to support Carol)

General / New Business 
The following items were discussed in this section: 

• CoMMA Taskforce Submission – being spearheaded by PBM Capt. Steve Wenban. The main
focus of the WA Taskforce will be on:

1. The potential for domestic long-distance freight to be carried by coastal shipping between
WA and the eastern states; and

2. Co-operation in the development of a national strategic shipping fleet.
3. The development of local WA training facilities and maritime career pathways, including

potential use of currently trading coastal vessels.
4. Opportunities to develop multi-modal responsiveness to supply chain disruption, including

freight on interstate routes and also to remote WA regions.
5. Opportunities to improve supply chain co-ordination and service quality at WA ports.

The taskforce will NOT be examining issues related to intra-state supply chain efficiency. Capt. 
Wenban has shared a draft document for review - to be submitted on behalf of CoMMA WA on 
Friday. 

● WMD Postponed to 29th Oct 2022

• FAC Use/Access: Currently the FAC is quarantined (08Apr) and until further notice not available for
COMMA use. BM to contact FAC Management to clarify the situation going forward now that
WA has relaxed COVID-19 restrictions.

● Confirmation of candidates for Leeuwin Voyage sponsorship. Carol was unable to attend the
general meeting. The BM noted that she was still engaged in discussions with a couple of Scout
Troops concerning candidates for sponsorship.

● Master Mariner magazine is postponed to Q3/2022 for publication.
● CoMMA would support purchase of portable Wi-Fi system. Progress report from Peter B –

currently investigations on hold until meeting venue situation is resolved or at least able to be planned
ahead with more certainty.

● CoMMA Tee Shirts purchase – Capts DH & SW to firm up a proposal including numbers & costs for
the Court’s approval. Court to propose Tee-Shirt distribution and allocation criteria News and Views
by BM

BM shared a slide-pack prepared as News & Views taken from COMMA website. Same will be published in 
the next edition of Points West. 

1. ANL Completes Biofuel Powered Voyage in Oceania
2. Hyundai Glovis secures long-term LNG transport contract from Australia’s Woodside.
3. Offshore’s PSV to convert it to green ammonia
4. 34 Containers lost overboard - Completed preliminary assessment summary MV Francisca
5. 200 ships bunkered with contaminated fuel in the Port of Singapore.
6. Thousands of Ukrainian and Russian Sailors Remain Stuck in Ports

Any Other Business 

Discussed with Carol the potential to have a sunset type cruise organised for COMMA members & 
Family for Nov 2022 – see below response from Carol.  
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• Thank you for your request for a proposal for COMMA to host a twilight sail.
26 November 2022 is the only date I’m afraid. 3:00pm until 6:00pm … (or 3:30 – 6:30). Standard
day sail snacks and tea/coffee included …

• Assuming life is fairly normal by then, we could have 120pax on board …

• Fixed price $7,000 (special CoMMA price)

• If numbers are smaller we could look at concession price for all adults ($82.50) and $40 for
children (<18) – minimum numbers = 80

• If you wanted to stay and have a beer on board, that would be fine … additional cost for an hour
would be $250 plus wage for RSA(s) to serve alcohol ($35/hour per person). Of course it’s BYO
alcohol, but as before we would provide ice, buckets and glasses.

Action by Court: We will confirm a booking with Carol 

There being nothing further, the meeting was closed at 1913hrs. 

Capt. Zubin Bhada Peter Bartlett 
Branch Master  Branch Secretary 
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