
1 | P a g e  
 

 

Volume 18 Issue 2. February 2022 
 

February 2022 
 
 

Points West Magazine 

Journal of the Western Australian Branch 

Company of Master Mariners Australia 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                
                         
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Editorial Enquiries - mwtbeal@westnet.com.au                       

Ph: 0475981161  

mailto:mwtbeal@westnet.com.au


2 | P a g e  
 

Branch Masters Report  
 
Zubin Bhada 

 
Branch Master 

 
 

THE COMPANY OF MASTER MARINERS OF AUSTRALIA - 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA BRANCH 

 

   Branch Master’s Report – Feb 2022 
 

On behalf of the Branch, please find below the Branch Masters report for Feb 2022. 
This month we were unable to utilise the Flying Angel Club and instead used the Navy 
Club for our monthly session. 
 
Although still within a pandemic, our membership has been very lucky to continue with 
our events as business as usual. This month we had keynote speaker “Elly Spillekom” 
who spoke to us on a very interesting topic - Wooden Boat Building in WA. 
 

Keynote speaker “Elly Spillekom” 
Branch Court 

 
The Court meeting was held at the Navy Club (level-3) where we followed the standard 
Court Meeting format. 

• Review of Last Minutes - BM thanked the court for their attendance (Last Meeting 
Jan 2022). 

• Review of Registrar’s report / Review of Secretary’s report / Review of 
Treasurer’s Report 

• Update from Federal Secretary – Has been very busy and currently up to date 
with sending out invoices and new member applications list/certificates. 

• Update from WA Branch Secretary – Correspondence from last month/new 
applications etc. 

• Update from Task Force and Social Coordinator  

• Business Arising from Previous minutes followed by any Other Business. 
 

    

Inside this Issue 

From the Branch Master 

News and Views 

Meeting Minutes 
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BM Update 
✓ The upcoming AGM planned for 30th March 2022, where as usual all COURT 

Positions will be OPEN to members to nominate individuals or themselves.  
✓ The Federal Journal “Master Mariner” next edition is now scheduled Q1-2022. 

The Editor has again requested all members to please submit articles. Carol 
updated the membership noting that the theme for the next edition is “Australian 
Shipping and its future”. She repeated her plea for additional material - articles 
/ pictures / other information - to ensure we produce a worthwhile publication. 

✓ Task Group Summary from Frank - Survey results and conclusions  
o Thanks to Peter Bartlett who engaged into a difficult task to extract 20 

responses out of a membership of 140. This lack of adequate responses 
is a point of concern as this review is supposed to address the issue of 
relevance and satisfaction of our members and their association to this 
organisation. 

o From the (limited) survey results, we conclude that there is an overall 
satisfaction with the current running of our business. 

o It also concludes that despite our support for our annual maritime day, 
the annual sea-scouts competition and the Leeuwin sponsorship, we 
need to be more pro-active in promoting career opportunities for cadets. 
It does not necessarily mean the provision of full sponsorship, but we 
need the assistance from business and governments to obtain berths for 
cadets in order to get their sea-time to enable them to further their 
studies. We do have the facilities for “homegrown” masters and other 
maritime officials, we just need the facility of placement of cadets. 

o The survey also indicates that reaching out to regional members, or 
anyone who is unable to attend meetings, can be done by live streaming 
of our meetings. We do have some great speakers and need to share 
their presentations with a much wider audience. It also seems desirable 
to revert back to hard copies of Points West. With the coloured editions 
and the facility of snap printing, and the lack of a federal magazine, it 
identifies the member in a different perspective of ownership. Of course, 
the PW should not be available to the general public due to its 
confidential contents. 

 
 
General Meeting 
The General meeting followed the standard format on level-2 on the Navy club. The 
Session followed the normal pleasantries and update from last COMMA session in 
Jan 2022. The general meeting followed a quick update by Hon. Branch Master in the 
standard format. 
 

• BM update from last session in Jan 2022 

• Review of Registrar’s report / Review of Secretary’s report / Review of 
Treasurer’s Report 

• Update from Federal Secretary, WA Branch Secretary including correspondence 
(in/out) 

• Federal Sec’y update provided by BM. 

• Business Arising from Previous minutes followed by any Other Business.  
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• After dinner, Branch Master Capt. Zubin Bhada introduced keynote speaker “Elly 
Spillekom” who spoke to us on a very interesting topic - Wooden Boat Building in 
WA. 

 
Points West 
Our in-house newsletter “Points West” continues to grow and deliver exceptional 
quality articles and information for our members. Please do send in articles and/or 
stories that we can share with our membership.  
 
General News  
I would like to thank the membership for their patience and their continued support in 
attending the monthly general meetings. Although the level of attendance has fallen 
as a result of the current pandemic, we are still the most active branch in the country. 

• Master Mariner magazine publication has been pushed out to Q2/2022, due to lack 
of articles or submissions received by Carol. All members are encouraged to 
research and submit articles to Carol. 

• Our next session will be in 30th Mar 2022. 

• Our total membership is slowly increasing with the current total number of 
members being 138. 

 
Capt. Zubin Bhada (AFNI)                   Branch Master                            End of Report 
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AUSTRALIA, UK PLEDGE TO ENHANCE MARITIME SECURITY IN INDO-PACIFIC  

During a virtual meeting between the leaders of United 
Kingdom and Australia on February 16, the Prime Minister of 
the UK committed £25 million (US$34 million) to strengthen 
regional resilience in areas including cyberspace, state threats 
and maritime security in Indo-Pacific. The leaders reiterated 
their commitment to support a rules-based international order 
free from coercion, where the sovereign rights of all nations are 
respected and disputes are settled peacefully and in 

accordance with international law. The leaders reaffirmed their commitment to working with 
ASEAN and other partners in the region to ensure their countries’ support meets the region’s 
needs. Cooperation included the establishment of the ASEAN-Australia Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership, ASEAN’s first, and the UK’s status as an official ASEAN Dialogue 
Partner. Both leaders reiterated their countries’ strong support for ASEAN centrality, 
ASEAN-led regional architecture and ASEAN’s outlook on the Indo-Pacific.  

Maritime Fairtrade - 19 Feb 22 
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FROM WA TODAY 

World’s largest vessel waits off 
Broome, poised to cash in on soaring 
gas price 

 

By Peter Milne 

Updated March 14, 2022 — 5.56amfirst published March 13, 2022 — 11.00pm 
Advertisement 

Shell has put its case to the offshore safety regulator to resume production from its 
troubled Prelude LNG facility three months after a series of power failures sent the 
$24 billion showpiece into a series of dangerous blackouts. 

Shell and its partners in the Prelude have lost the capacity to produce 3.6 million 
tonnes of LNG a year just as global gas prices skyrocket due to doubts over 
continued supply from Russia. 

 

The Prelude was built in South Korea and towed to Australia. 

On Thursday, WA Energy Minister Bill Johnston said Australian LNG producers 
would be looking for every molecule of natural gas they could get. 

“If you owned LNG infrastructure, you’d be wanting to sweat it as much as you could 
right now because the price is just enormous,” Mr Johnston said. 

In early December, the world’s largest vessel moored 475 kilometres from Broome in 
WA’s North West was plunged into chaos by cascading failures of power and life 

https://www.watoday.com.au/by/peter-milne-p535u2
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support systems. 

The Anglo-Dutch oil and gas giant’s investigation into problems on its 488 metre-long 
facility is in response to directions from the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and 
Environmental Management Authority that must be completed before the Prelude 
resumes production. 

In the confidential early March report obtained by WAtoday, Shell outlined 42 actions 
it would take to make the Prelude safe. The report classified 18 of those actions as 
required before production restarts and listed them all as due to be completed by 
March 15 or earlier. 

A Shell spokeswoman said the company would work methodically to prepare for 
restart. 

“We have not provided a timeframe for restart as our focus remains on working 
through the process with the safety of people and stability of the facility foremost in 
mind,” she said. 

Advertisement 

Power problems of the Prelude began on December 2, 2021, when a fire broke out 
in a room housing a battery backup system. Shell’s investigation was unable to 
determine the exact nature of the failure so the company instead plans to address all 
the possible causes it identified. 

Related Article 

 

 
 

Exclusive 

Gas 

How Shell lost control of its $24b Prelude floating gas factory 

The fire triggered an emergency shutdown of the Prelude after which there were 
several days of failed attempts to fully restore power. 

To be allowed to restart production, Shell must convince NOPSEMA it can safely 

https://www.watoday.com.au/politics/western-australia/how-shell-lost-control-of-its-24b-prelude-floating-gas-factory-20211221-p59jb4.html
https://www.watoday.com.au/politics/western-australia/how-shell-lost-control-of-its-24b-prelude-floating-gas-factory-20211221-p59jb4.html
https://www.watoday.com.au/topic/gas-hum
https://www.watoday.com.au/politics/western-australia/how-shell-lost-control-of-its-24b-prelude-floating-gas-factory-20211221-p59jb4.html
https://www.watoday.com.au/politics/western-australia/how-shell-lost-control-of-its-24b-prelude-floating-gas-factory-20211221-p59jb4.html
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recover essential power and services following a loss of power and that it can keep 
Prelude’s crew safe. 

A NOPSEMA spokeswoman said it was reviewing Shell’s plan to determine if it was 
satisfactory. 

“Ventilation and air conditioning, potable water and sewerage systems were impaired 
during the outage, which resulted in the facility becoming increasingly uninhabitable,” 
Shell’s report noted, leading to it more than halving crew numbers from 293 to 137. 

During the power outages crew had to carry cans of diesel up numerous flights of 
stairs in the humid heat to fill a fuel tank for a standby generator. Two crew members 
involved in the effort, but not carrying fuel, needed medical treatment for heat stress. 

Shell’s investigation found that manual filling could have been avoided but the 
operation of an automatic fuel supply system had not been documented in 
emergency procedures. 

In total, seven crew became ill from the heat and four required medical treatment. 

Shell’s investigation found hot living quarters with limited airflow, the need to relay 
messages up and down stairs because communication systems failed, and a lack of 
sleep due to long hours and constant emergency musters contributed to heat stress 
among the crew. 

When Prelude shut down its process equipment was emptied of oil and gas to make 
the vessel safer. The hydrocarbons were burnt at the top of a giant flare tower 
designed to keep the intense heat away from the vessel and crew. 

The process, called a blowdown, should occur in a certain sequence but electrical 
problems caused the final stage to start two minutes early. 

 

LNG prices have soared due to the ongoing Ukraine crisis.Credit:Boiling Cold 

Shell found a mistimed blowdown could cause excessive vibration resulting in an 
uncontrolled escape of gas and excessive heat that would make it harder for crew to 
cross open areas of the vessel. 
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NOPSEMA’s initial investigation in December found there could have been a 
“catastrophic failure” due to structural steel near the Prelude’s LNG tanks cooling 
excessively during the power outage. 

Shell’s report said some steel could have fractured if the power outage had 
continued but an escape of gas was “not credible” due to the design of the tanks. 

The NOPSEMA spokeswoman said the regulator had identified risks associated with 
the LNG in the tanks and potential impacts on the integrity of the facility. 

“Shell has responded to this finding in its report and NOPSEMA is considering this 
information,” she said. 

The December incident came at the end of the first year the unique and complex 
Prelude had achieved significant production since it arrived in Australian waters in 
2017. 

The vessel accounted for most of Shell’s 3 per cent increase in gas production in 
2021 and a 6 per cent jump in liquids production, according to Shell’s 2021 annual 
report released on Thursday. 

At full capacity, the Prelude can produce 1.3 million tonnes of light oil called 
condensate and 400,000 tonnes of LNG in a year, as well as 3.6 million tonnes of 
LNG. 

The Prelude has a bad record of flaring, or burning, excessive about of gas. The 
practice, in part due to frequent shutdowns, produces significant amounts of carbon 
emissions. 

Shell excluded Prelude’s emissions from its calculation of the emissions intensity of 
its global production in 2021. 
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The February 2022 Guest Speaker 
 

ELLY SPILLEKOM 
 
Elly was born in Zaandam, the Netherlands, in 1956 and lived there until 2013 when 
she emigrated to Australia with her partner who was working on a water filtration 
project. Elly has over 80 relatives in Australia and New Zealand and feels that 
migrating to Australia was a natural choice for her. 
 
Elly has had a very varied working career and life history being employed in: - 
nursing / teaching / coaching youngsters with disabilities / management in the retail 
sector & an art gallery. 
 
Outside of work Elly’s interests have extended over the arts, history and sports. Elly 
is particularly interested in the history of the Dutch connection with Western 
Australia. 
 
Elly has had a 25-year connection with the Dyfken Replica. That started through her 
brother who was living in WA, even before Elly migrated herself. Elly became a 
volunteer with the Dyfken Foundation within a week or arriving in WA to live. 
 
Four months later Elly was offered a part-time job as Coordinator of the Dyfken 1606 
Foundation and was involved with: - 
 
• guiding school classes, special groups and functions; 
• organising exhibitions and running the exhibition program daily; 
• hosting functions and the sailing program; 
• working together with the WA Maritime Museum and Shipwreck Gallery for school 
programmes. 
 
Among others, Elly has been Curator of, or assisted with organising, the following 
exhibitions: - 
 
• the 2016 Call of the Sea, maritime art exhibition with Dutch and Australian artists 
for the Dirk Hartog 400-year 1616/2016 celebrations in the WA; 
• the Anne Frank Travelling Exhibition together with Business Improvement 
District, Fremantle; 
• the Open your Eyes, Houtman 400 years festival; 
 
Elly volunteers at the WA Maritime Museum Shipwrecks Museum and is Curator for Dutch 
Australian Foundation (DAF) art and history exhibitions. 
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Elly presented on the building of the Duyfken, and how the local Dutch community 
contributed to the project.  
 
She also presented in detail a glimpse of wooden boat building in Western Australia 
and spoke of the history of many boat building yards around the Swan River, dating 
back to the early days of settlement.   
 

 

A E Brown’s Boat Shed. Here is where some of the Perth Ferries 

were built. 
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Mr Alfred E Brown and Thomas William Mews with pearling 
lugger under construction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Garvey  

Duyfken Build  



19 | P a g e  
 

THE COMPANY OF MASTER MARINERS OF 
AUSTRALIA - WESTERN AUSTRALIA BRANCH 

 

General Meeting Minutes 23rd Feb 2022 
(Navy Club, Fremantle) 

 
The BM opened proceedings at 18:40hrs at the Navy Club, Fremantle, welcoming members, 
and guests to our second session of 2022. 
 
BM introduced guests: 

a. Keynote speaker Elly Spillekom 
b. Ryan Easther (Ch Off with SOLSTAD/SIEM) – new member recently joined. 

Attendance   
COVID-19 restrictions and venue uncertainty impacting attendance numbers. 
 

 
 

Apologies & Guests 
 
Apologies received and guests attending were captured in the attendance sheet distributed 
before the meeting. We had a total of 20 attendees (with 2 guests) 
 

Keynote Speaker – Elly Spillekom 
 
The topic of Elly’s presentation will be: Wooden Boat Building in WA (the attached flyer refers).  
Elly is the curator of art and history exhibitions for the Dutch Australian Foundation (DAF).  
The Wooden Boat Building in WA exhibition is a joint venture between DAF and the Maritime 
Museum Shipwrecks Gallery.  Exhibition sponsorship has been provided by the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands Embassy, Australia, and Fremantle City Council.   
 
 
 
 
 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov

Members 32 18

Guests 3 2

Dining 34 17

Total Attendance 35 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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Keynote Speaker Elly Spillekom, presented a COMMA crest by BM (Z Bhada) 

 
Update from BM: 

➢ AGM planned for 30th March 2022. As usual all COURT Positions to be made OPEN 
to members to nominate individuals or themselves. Will request current court team 
members to confirm their position based on no one being nominated that they would 
continue for another year 

➢ AGM COMMS - Email for AGM and court position nomination form will be sent out 
ASAP. 

➢ Leeuwin sponsorship for 2 individuals – Update from Carol provided. She is 
reaching out to Sea Scouts to receive candidate nominations for selection by Q1/2022. 

➢ The Federal Journal “Master Mariner” next edition is now scheduled Q1-2022. The 
Editor has again requested all members to please submit articles. Carol updated the 
membership noting that the theme for the next edition is “Australian Shipping and its 
future”. She repeated her plea for additional material - articles / pictures / other 
information - to ensure we produce a worthwhile publication. 

➢ Boulton Lecture 2022: Discussed at Court meeting and decision made to advise the 
Fed Court that in the current environment, we cannot support the Boulton Lecture in 
WA. 

➢ Formal comms between FAC & COMMA WA Branch – BM has been the conduit for 
all comms with FAC. So far so good. 

➢ Upcoming COMMA Session – Keynote Speakers: The BM committed to confer with 
DBM to schedule future meeting guest speakers allowing for open forum discussions 
to be included in the future.  

➢ Task Group Update 

Survey results and conclusions 

a. Thanks to Peter Bartlett who engaged into a difficult task to extract 20 
responses out of a membership of 140. This lack of adequate responses is a point of 
concern as this review is supposed to address the issue of relevance and satisfaction 
of our members and their association to this organisation. 

b. From the (limited) survey results, we conclude that there is an overall 
satisfaction with the current running of our business. 

c. It also concludes that despite our support for our annual maritime day, the 
annual sea-scouts competition and the Leeuwin sponsorship, we need to be more pro-
active in promoting career opportunities for cadets. It does not necessarily mean the 
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provision of full sponsorship, but we need the assistance from business and 
governments to obtain berths for cadets in order to get their sea-time to enable them 
to further their studies. We do have the facilities for “homegrown” masters and other 
maritime officials, we just need the facility of placement of cadets. 

 

➢ Below table shows a look ahead on monthly sessions along with other events: 
 

Month Activity Venue / Topic 
24th January 2022 
 

Combined Meeting NIWA & COMMA   
Keynote Speaker – Senator Ben Small 

Flying Angel Club, Fremantle. 
Open Forum on Ben’s role in Govt. 

23rd Feb 2022 
 

Keynote Speaker – Elly Spillekom Navy Club, Fremantle. 
Wooden Boat Building in WA 

04th March 2022 
Postponed to 
Q3/2022 
 

Postponed: Celebrating 50th Anniversary of 
Nautical Institute 
(Keynote Speaker, Dinner & Drinks) 
All COMMA Members are invited.  

ANZAC Club, Perth 
28 St. Georges TRC, Perth 6000 

12 March 2022 
Postponed to 
Saturday 29 
October 
 

Postponed: World Maritime Day – COMMA 
Stall 

Victoria Quay, Fremantle 

30th March 2022 Phil Dooley (COMMA Member) Story on WW-II survivor 

27th April 2022 Michael Edwards (COMMA Member) New Port Development in Off 
Exmouth 

25th May 2022 Geoff Wake / Sebastian Morillo 
(O2Metocean) 

Metocean Specialist for Cyclone 
Forecasting 

29th June 2022 
 

  

27th July 2022   

31st Aug 2022 Combined Meeting (NIWA & COMMA) Flying Angel Club, Freo 

28th Sept 2022   

26th Oct 2022   

Oct 2022 
 

Combined Annual Dinner Event  
 (Combined event with COMMA & NIWA) 

Venue - TBC   

30th Nov 2022   

Dec 2022 No session  

 

Hon. Secretary Report 

 

The Hon. Secretary provided the following update to the membership – 
Communications this month principally involved the following topics: 
1. WMD – postponement 
2. New Member ratifications 
3. Disrespecting Flag (response received from Senator Ben Small) 
4. Nautical Institute deferring their March-04 event to later in the year 
5. Communications with FAC regarding improvement of their Wi-Fi network 
6. Information from CMMA Federal Secretary: 

a. AMSA Pilot Transfer Arrangements 
b. February IFSMA Newsletter 
c. IMSC Industry Stakeholders Conference- 31 March 2022 
d. Marine notice: Safe handling of hatch covers 
e. Draft Cert III in Vessel Traffic Services (VTS) for comments 
f. The Defence Industry Internship Program (DIIP) 
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g. New Applications for Reading as of 21 February 2022 

Social Coordinator Update  

 

WMD postponement to 29th Oct 2022.  
Nothing else to report 

Treasurer’s Report  
The Hon. Treasurer January 2022 report was provided to the Court. Raul provided an overview 
of the WA Branch accounts including the current account status as of January 2022.  
 
Total Income      $    9,404.52  
Total Expenses      $    7,602.03     
Cash Book Balance     $  33,993.03 
Total Balance including Reserve Account  $  84,529.46 
 
There being no immediate comments the report was accepted -  
Proposed for acceptance by BM 
Seconded by Robin Chester 
 
Registrar’s Report  
The Hon. Registrar provided the following membership and applicant update for Jan 2022: 

• Total WA Branch Members = 138 

• Federal Levy Payable = 120 

• Fee Paying Members = 116 

• Contributing Members = 95 

• Pending Members = 1 
  

New Applications Read at this meeting: 
 

1. Aaron Lewis – ORDINARY for WA BRANCH, MASTER MARINER with Australian 
Offshore Solutions. 

2. Ryan Easther - ASSOCIATE for WA BRANCH, CHIEF OFFICER with Solstad 
Offshore.  

3. Ola Olubowa - ORDINARY for MELBOURNE, Master Mariner / MBA Shipping & 
Transport. Marine Technical Advisor with Viva Energy. 

 

Fed Secretary’s Report  
 

• Update from Fed Secretary. Due to the COVID-19 impact in both NSW & Victoria, 
Federal CoMMA responses in all administrative matters are disrupted. 

• Role offered to Mark Pointon – yet to receive confirmation from mark on him taking up 
the role. 

• Fed Levy invoice to all branches issued, payment to made to Fed Treasurer. 

• Comms received from AMSA, AMPI, IFSMA, IMSC etc… 
 

General / New Business 
 
The following items were discussed in this section: 

● AGM planned for 30th March 2022 – All Court Position OPEN at this time 
● WMD Postponed to 29th Oct 2022 

• FAC Use/Access: Currently the Feb session could not be accommodated at FAC due 
to covid guidelines and their limitation on resources/staff. 
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● Confirmation of candidates for Leeuwin Voyage sponsorship. Requested Carol to 
give us an update during the general mtg. 

● Master Mariner magazine is postponed to Q1/2022 for publication. Requested Carol 
to give us an update on progress 

● Raul provided an update on funds outstanding / received. 
● CoMMA would support purchase of updated router/modem equipment for FAC 

to include our use – in the maim meeting room – to enable members to attend meetings 
via a ‘meeting app’ online. Currently the Wi-Fii signal in the main meeting room is not 
strong enough to facilitate video & audio communications. Court decision to progress 
with a purchase/install of a modem (portable or fixed) at FAC to support Wi-Fi use for 
comma and live stream general meetings. 

● COMMA WA to get more visible – suggest nominate key spokesman from 
membership to go out to schools and make presentations. (To be discussed at next 
court meeting) 

 

Any other Business: 
 

1. Action on Frank: Organise session to finalise and complete the task group balance 
two (2) activities. (Decide on date/venue). 

2. Action on Steve – to send out reminder for volunteers for sea scouts weekend 30 
Apr – 01 May 2022. Sea Scouts weekend (30Apr – 01 May) is confirmed as being 
PLANNED. 

3. Llew Withers will be stepping down as group leader of Waylen Bay Sea Scouts and 
hence in discussion with Brach leader Boating “Barbara De La Hunty” and subject to 
COMMA acceptance – Barbara has agreed to be my replacement as COMMA 
member (Friend) effective from July 2022. 

4. Action on ZB: Request FAC to review the possibility to serve / sale full wine bottles 
(Red & White) for our Monthly session in lieu of small bottles. 

5. Action on ZB: Discuss with Carol the potential to have a sunset type cruise 
organised for COMMA members & Family for Nov 2022 (COMMA to get a costing for 
the cruise and / or sponsor Leeuwin instead. 

6. Action on Steve: To send out email on AGM for 30 Mar 2022 and capture “open 
court positions” with nomination form to be submitted in advance of AGM. 

● Action on ZB: For Fed AGM: 
a. Boulton Lecture to be postponed to 2023 or another branch to take up the 

challenge 
b. Potential for Fed court to review having a Student Membership category similar 

to NI to support increasing membership from the younger cadets/seafarer’s to 
join COMMA. 

 
 

News and Views by BM 
 
This item was foreshortened in the interests of time. The items will be published in full in the 
next edition of Points West 

a. Vehicles Carrier Felicity Ace full of luxury cars on fire and adrift in the middle of 
the Atlantic 

b. Over 30% of Crew Members on Silversea’s Silver Cloud Test Positive for 
COVID-19 

c. Historic First Bunker Fueling for LNG-Fueled Newcastlemax 
d. COASTAL SHIPPING AN ALTERNATIVE TO RAIL AND ROAD FREIGHT 

FOLLOWING SA FLOODS 
e. New biofouling management rules for ships visiting Australia 
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f. Maritime Day 2022 postponed to 29th Oct 2022 due to WA COVID guidelines 
being constantly changed. 

 
BM also shared a few photos and a talk on Lifeboat testing at offshore installations. This was 
discussed with much interest and lots of questions. 
 

 
There being nothing further, the meeting was closed at 19:15hrs.  
 
Capt. Zubin Bhada      Peter Bartlett  
Branch Master        Branch Secretary 
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Registars Report 

Membership Movements 

Ratified by Federal 0  

Resigned to Friend (1) 0 Jim MAJOR 

Transferred to Retired 0  

Resigned from COMMA 0  

Membership Terminated 0  

Deceased 0  

Transferred Branch 0  

Membership Upgraded 0  

Membership Summary 

Federal Life Members 2   Voting rights / No levy / No fees 

Friends 15   Over 80 years old / No voting rights / No levy / No fees 

Ex-Officio Members 1   No voting rights / No levy / No fees  

WA Honorary Members 4 4  Voting rights / Federal Levy Payable / No fees 

Ordinary Members 81 81 81 Master (Unlimited Trading) 

Associate Members 14 14 14 Master (Restricted Trading) / Deck Officers & Others 

Retired Members 21 21 21 +65 years / 15 years membership / no longer employed 

Total Members 138    

Federal Levy Payable  121   

Fee Paying Members   116  

Contributing Members   95 Revenue-generating members paying full membership fee 

Pending Members (Read) 1   Application received / awaiting ratification 

Total incl “Read” 139    

 

WA Membership Applications Pending Ratification 

Name Type Comment 

Ryan EASTHER WA (Assoc) Read 24-Jan-22 – pending ratification 

 

Membership Applications Read 23rd February 2022 

Name Branch Comment 

Aaron LEWIS WA (Ord) Chief Officer / Australian Offshore Solutions 

Ole OLUBOWALE Melb (Ord) Marine Technical Adviser / Viva Energy Australia 

 

Comments 

(1) James MAJOR requested a change from ‘Retired’ to ‘Friend’ / aged 81 & 43 years CoMMA membership 
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WAYPOINTS 
 
Forthcoming Birthdays 
 
The following Members celebrate birthdays in the period until the end of March 2022.  Ages are 
withheld to “protect the innocent”… 
 

1st March Richard Court / Wim Van Alebeek 

9th March Carlo Di Meglio 

10th March Gemma Capone 

11th March Burjis Wadia 

22nd March Robert Underhill 

23rd March Glenn Frewin 

25th March Peter Dudding / Jim Tunmore 

27th March Jeff Hinnrichsen 

28th March John Figgess 

30th March Graham Thornton 

31st March Chris Payne 

 
 
Forthcoming Membership Anniversaries 
 
The following Membership Anniversaries occur in the period until the end of March 2021. 
 

5 years David Bowden 

10 years John Brooker / Davey Huang / Jeff Knight 

11 years Peter Bartlett 

13 years Reza Vind 

15 years Glenn Frewin / Peter Wright 

32 years Richard Court 

55 years Alexander Small 
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Long-Serving Members 
 
The Branch Court wishes to acknowledge and thank the following members who have achieved 
significant periods of COMMA membership during March. 
 

Period Name / Membership Ratification Date Years 

60+ years Capt Robert Leggat / Retired  1st Feb 1957 65 

50+ years Capt David Clarke / Friend 17th Feb 1964 58 

 Capt Alexander Small / Friend 30th May 1967 54 

 Capt Corney Durham / Retired 15th May 1967 54 

 Capt Peter Shoebridge / Friend 19th Jun 1967 54 

 Capt Mike Gusterson / Retired 11th Sep 1969 52 

 Capt “Dai” Davies / Friend 30th Oct 1969 52 

40+ years Capt Richard Ireland / Retired 19th Jun 1972 49 

 Capt Mike Kiely / Retired 18th Jul 1974 47 

 Capt Paddy Evelegh / WA Honorary 3rd Feb 1976 46 

 Capt John Abernethy / Friend 1st Oct 1976 45 

 Capt David Aslett / Retired 4th Oct 1976 45 

 Capt James Major / Retired 12th Jul 1977 44 

 Capt Alan Keane / Friend 18th Jul 1979 42 

 Capt Roger Pettman / Ordinary 10th Sep 1979 42 

 Capt Patrick Tebbutt / Friend 7th Feb 1981 41 

 Capt Chris Grubba / Ordinary 4th Feb 1981 41 

 Capt David Gardiner / Ordinary 8th April 1981 40 

30+ years Capt Bill Prins / Ordinary 6th Feb 1983 39 

 Capt Michael Furlong / Friend 14th Jul 1983 38 

 Capt David Notman / Friend 28th Sep 1983 38 

 Capt Wim Van Alebeek / WA Honorary 19th Feb 1985 37 

 Capt Eric Barron / Ordinary 19th Feb 1986 36 

 Capt James Tunmore / Ordinary 19th Feb 1986 36 

 Capt Richard Purkiss / WA Honorary 19th Feb 1987 35 

 Capt Ian Harrod / Ordinary 14th Feb 1987 35 

 Capt Alfred De Rooij / Ordinary 12th Sep 1988 33 

 Capt Richard Gordon / Ordinary 14th Nov 1988 33 

 Capt Lindsay Copeman / Ordinary 28th Jul 1989 31 

 Capt Frank Kaleveld / Life 5th Nov 1989 32 

 Capt Robin Chester / Retired 8th Feb 1990 32 

 Capt Richard Court / Ordinary 11th May 1990 31 

 Capt Mike Dawes / Retired 3rd June 1991 30 

 Capt Phil Griffin / Ordinary 12th August 1991 30 

 
 

Updating Contact Details 
 
Members are asked to please update the Registrar with changes of residential address, email 
address, or phone numbers when they occur.  Contact details follow: - 
 

Steve Harris  /  registrar@comma-wa.org.au  /  0412 928 275 

 
 

mailto:registrar@comma-wa.org.au
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TREASURERS REPORT 
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