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Branch Masters Report 
 
Zubin Bhada 
 
Branch Master 

 

 
Branch Master’s Report – April 2021 

 

On behalf of the Branch, it is with great pleasure that I (Zubin Bhada) provide the Branch 
Masters report for April 2021. A great start for 2021 where we have managed to keep face-
to-face sessions running at the Flying Angel’s Club, Fremantle. Although we are still operating 
within challenging times of COVID-19, we are blessed to be here in Western Australia. An 
unfortunate downward trend in attendance this year which is somewhat understandable given 
the uncertainty and caution generated by almost daily COVID-19 restriction changes. 
 
Branch Court 
This month we held our court and general meeting at the “Flying Angel Club”, followed by the 
general meeting. The COVID-19 Pandemic continues globally, and we should not get 
complacent in these times and focus on long term objectives specific to economy downturn 
and loss of employment that the entire industry is currently facing. We held our court meeting 
prior to the general meeting as always and below agenda followed. 
 
 
• Review of Last Minutes - BM thanked the court for their attendance (Last Meeting Mar 

2021). 
• Review of Registrar’s report / Review of Secretary’s report / Review of Treasurer’s 

Report 
• Update from Federal Secretary – Next Federal Committee meeting scheduled for June 

2021. 
• Update from WA Branch Secretary – Correspondence from last month/new applications 

etc.. 
• Update from Social Coordinator – Planning for World Maritime Day (Nov 2021) has 

begun. 
• Business Arising from Previous minutes followed by any Other Business 
 
BM Update 
Our new Task Force held its 1st meeting which will be looking at improving membership count 
and promotion of COMMA in general. We thank Frank Kaleveld for taking the lead on this 
task force. Special thanks the court for their continued support in these unprecedented times 
of COVID-19.  
 
 

Inside this Issue 

From the Branch Master 

News and Views 

Meeting Minutes 
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General Meeting 
We held the general meeting straight after our short session socialising at the bar, followed 
by our Key Note Speaker session by Karen Montford who spoke to us on Sea Rescue 
Fremantle. The general meeting followed the standard protocol of reports from BM, Registrar, 
Treasurer, Social Co-ordinator, Federal Secretary and Branch Secretary. A reminder to 
everyone, the Sea Scouts weekend named as the Master Mariners Sea Scouts event has 
got postponed due to the Perth lockdown in late April to Sunday 30th May 2021. Please re-
send your interest to Hon. Registrar Capt. Steve Harris for a great day with the Sea Scouts.  

. 
 

Key Note Speaker (April 2021) 
 
Our key note speaker Karen Montford who spoke to us on Sea Rescue Fremantle gave us 
an insightful presentation on how the Sea Rescue, Fremantle organisation functions and how 
they as a unit support the local community. Karen was supported by David Bowden and 
Richard Court who gave us a great in-sight into how the Sea Rescue unit functions on a day-
to-day basis. Sea Rescue, Fremantle is one of the busiest sea rescue group in Australia 
operating 24/7 and receive over 30,000 calls per year, with almost 500-700 rescues per year, 
with over 4000 affiliated members which form 1 of 38 Volunteer Sea Rescue Groups in WA. 
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Points West 
Our in-house newsletter “Points West” continues to grow and deliver exceptional quality 
articles and information for our members. Special thanks go out to our very own “Mark Beal” 
(our editor of Points West) who continues to prepare and publish our great ‘Points West” 
newsletter. Please do send in articles and/or stories that we can share with our membership.  
 
General News  
In other business, Alicia was working in the background along with Fremantle Port to 
commence plans for World Maritime Day (2021) which is currently scheduled/planned for 
Nov 2021. The roll out of COVID Vaccine has commenced and effective 03 May, anyone 
over 50 years of age is eligible for COVID Vaccine at one of the community vaccines centres 
or after 17th May at their respective GP Clinics. 
 
In closing, I would like to thank all members for their continued effort and support in keeping 
our branch live and active through this current pandemic. Please stay safe in these 
challenging times of COVID and do reach out to me and/or any court member if you require 
any support during these times. 
 
Capt. Zubin Bhada (AFNI) 
Branch Master 
 

End of Report 
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News and Views 
 
April Guest Speakers. Fremantle Sea Rescue Group 
 
Fremantle Sea Rescue Representatives; Karen Montford and Branch Member David 
Bowden David. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deputy Branch Master Simon Healy Introduces 
the April Guest Speakers  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fremantle Sea Rescue Volunteer 
Karen Montford showing off Rescue 
Vessel R 100 
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Month of April 2021. 
A short narrative by CoMMA member Capt. Steven Wenban 
 

ANZAC Day 2021. 
Any of you that have had the opportunity, as I have, of attending ANZAC Day ceremonies 
and memorials in years gone-by would have missed the past few years due to COVID 
related restrictions. Over the past two years we have been asked to commemorate at the 
‘end of our driveway’ with this year’ WA services being abandoned at extremely short 
notice. 
 
That being the case, and without the opportunity to attend actual services as planned, I 
decided that I would attend Fremantle Monument Hill individually, and was pleasantly 
surprised to see many other people taking advantage of their “1 hour physical exercise 
allowance” in compliance with Police Directions to also attend Monument Hill, lay a private 
wreath and take a moment to reflect. If nothing else, it is a magnificent place to watch the 
comings and goings of the Port. 
 
I was very pleased to see that the Merchant Navy memorial (immediately to the north of the 
main monument) had been visited by several other people who had already provided their 
own floral tributes.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The MN memorial at Monument Hill, ANZAC Day 2021.         Monument Hill memorial, ANZAC day 2021. 
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Whilst ANZAC day commemorations rightly center around the service and sacrifice of the 
men and women of the armed services, it is again an opportunity for us all to further attempt 
to inform and educate the population and politicians about the service of, and need for, a 
domestic merchant fleet capable of providing a degree of national self-sufficiency when it 
comes to the national seaborne freight task, and the risk to the nation if you do not possess 
such an organic capability.  
The Poem, ‘Heroes’ by David Partridge is yet another reminder of the service and sacrifice 
of those civilian merchant seamen who honoured the call to service of their King and 
country, and despite the horrific odds stacked against them went to sea. This is the plaque 
attached to the Merchant Navy memorial at Monument Hill. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 

 
Plaque at the MN memorial, Memorial Hill, Fremantle.                       David Partridge’s poem Heroes (2002).                                                                                         

 
Other plaques at Monument Hill memorial give further details of the service and sacrifice of 
merchant seamen of many nationalities, in both world wars and beyond. Of course most 
Australians have no idea of that history, and I am continually met with disbelief whenever I 
talk to my friends and colleagues about the statistics that show that from an Australian 
perspective it was at least as dangerous to be a civilian at sea off the Australian coast, as it 
was to be a member of the Australian armed services in theatres of war during WWII.  
 
Some statistics of the cost to the merchant service in WWII deserve contemplation: 
4,996 British and allied merchant ships lost; 
62,933 British and allied merchant seamen killed in action; 
4,000 British and allied merchant seamen wounded; 
3,000 British and allied merchant seamen taken as POW; 
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Thus, merchant seamen losses amounted to about 1 in 6, with very few wounded or taken 
prisoner. 
Compare this with the 50,758 British and Commonwealth Naval personnel killed in the war 
(but at least they had the protection of some armour plating, the speed to evade and or 
escape or at least the ability to shoot back!). 
 
Noting that the first allied loss in WWII took place on 03 September 1939 (now gazetted as 
Merchant Navy Day in the UK, Canada, and Aust) when the merchant ship ATHENIA was 
sunk by a U-boat a matter of hours after the declaration of war between Britain and 
Germany, with the heavy loss of life of both passengers and crew. The last battle casualty 
(death) after the cessation of hostilities with Germany was also a merchant seaman, when 
his ship was torpedoed in the north Atlantic three days after the war ended. 
 
John Curtin, Australia’s wartime Prime Minister (and proud West Australian) that was 
quoted “Whenever you see a man in the street wearing the distinctive MN Badge, raise 
your hat to him because without these gallant men the war would be lost.”  
 
Also, John Beasley, Australia’s wartime Minister of Supply and Shipping (and another proud 
West Australian) said at the end of the New Guinea campaign in March 1943 (the campaign 
that was credited with saving Australia from Japanese invasion) “with due deference to the 
splendid services of the armed forces, I can say that the recent operations around New 
Guinea and the south Pacific would not have succeeded but for the magnificent work and 
courage of the Merchant Navy.” 
 
Further, if it was ever possible to get a compliment out of General Douglas MacArthur, 
Supreme Allied Commander Pacific theatre, “They brought us our lifeblood and they paid 
for it with their own. I saw their ships bombed in New Guinea and the Philippines ports. 
When their ships were not blown out from under them by bombs or torpedoes, they 
delivered their cargoes to us who needed them so badly. In war it is performance that 
counts.” 
 
And, Winston Churchill, British wartime leader said in 1943 “Sea transport is the stem from 
which victory blooms, since without supplies no army is good for anything.” So, whenever 
there was a hard, unglamorous, dangerous but vital task to be done the red ensign was 
there. The Merchant Navy provided the muscle power and heavy lift necessary to get the 
war won. 
 
During the current COVID-19 crisis, it is again merchant seamen bearing a disproportionate 
weight, especially when it comes to the load sharing in Australia. Merchant seamen are 
being forced to stay aboard their ships for longer and longer swings, mostly without any 
shore leave and minimal contact from ashore, all the time whilst they worry about the safety 
of their own families.  For a significant period of 2020 ship operators and manning agencies 
had reduced ability to effect crew changes, as many countries simply refused to permit it, 
whilst others put such barriers in place that it was almost impossible to comply with new 
requirements whilst remaining flexible enough to cater for the usual demands of and 
changes to shipping schedules. In Australia, we saw AMSA agree to extend the contract 
period for seafarers beyond their usual 11-month swing (compliant with MLC 06 and ILF 
SEA agreements) and in many cases this was pushed out to 14 months.   
 

Lest we forget! 
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A reminder that the annual Sea Scouts Jamboree will be held this year starting on Saturday 
29th of May, at the Mounts Bay Sailing Club, Pelican Point. 
 
 
Some photos from 2019. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For enquiries please contact Steve Harris 
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Shipping News April 2021 
 
Vaccination lottery for the Shipping Sector Once again seafarers are falling victim to the 
lack of focus and joined up thinking from leaders of governments and the maritime industry, 
which has become apparent during the current on-going crew change crisis. The 
vaccination lottery that is faced by the industry is beginning to hit the dry bulk sector 
hardest, says INTERCARGO, the organisation representing the world’s quality dry bulk 
shipowners. “We are seeing a number of port states suggesting tha tall crew on board a 
vessel must be vaccinated as a pre-condition of entering their ports, and indeed insisting on 
a particular brand of vaccine. This is of course a very serious problem for the industry as a 
whole, when we consider the high proportion of seafarers that come from developing 
countries with no access to any vaccine at all,” says Dimitris Fafalios, Chairman of 
INTERCARGO. “The dry bulk sector is, however, bearing the brunt of this uncertainty due 
to the nature of its business. Bulk carriers on tramp trading call at many more ports than 
other shipping sectors and are at the mercy of the nationalized vaccination policy, applying 
at the portof call.” He added: “While the world’s eyes were on the situation in the Suez 
Canal, a very real crisis has been unfolding behind the scenes, unnoticed and ignored by 
the world’s media. The UN IMO and global maritime organisations ’ efforts must permeate 
not only every area of the shipping industry, but in addition urgent action outside the 
maritime sphere is needed by all government leaders at the highest level. Co-ordinating a 
worldwide vaccination programme for seafarers under WHO and making WHO approved 
vaccinations available to seafarers in their home country is an urgent priority. In addition, 
universal commitments for collective action are imperative to resolve the humanitarian crisis 
at sea with crew change, and to keep global trade moving. ”  
Dry bulk carriers are the workhorses of international shipping, delivering key basic goods 
and serving the world’s essential needs to sustain life and welfare. In the bulk carrier sector, 
there are close to 12,000 vessels employing over 300,000 seafarers globally, calling at 
more than 1,500 ports around the world in non-regular (tramp) voyages to even the most 
remote areas of the globe. INTERCARGO echoes the recent statements made by IMO 
Secretary-General Kitack Lim that the issues around vaccination need to be resolved and 
warning that the crew change crisis is far from over; also ,the heads of five UN 
organizations calling for maritime and air transport workers to be prioritized for COVID-19 
vaccination, given their key role in supporting global trade and mobility, which is essential 
for a sustainable socio-economic recovery. Whilst the numbers of seafarers requiring 
repatriation after finishing their contracts has declined in recent months there are still 
around 200,000seafarers waiting to return to their homes and families. An equal number 
are waiting on shore to resume their livelihood and keep the world trade going. Dimitris 
Fafalios adds: “INTERCARGO is participating in a joint industry Vaccination Taskforce, led 
by the International Chamber of Shipping, aimed at providing clear solutions and practical 
guidance in the increasingly complex situation we currently face. The group has produced 
guidance on the legal, liability and insurance issues arising from the vaccination of 
seafarers and is also working on developing a preliminary list of vaccination hub ports 
“Seafarers who have not yet been able to receive a vaccination should be permitted to 
travel to and from their country of domicile and their place of work without 
restriction.”INTERCARGO believes that world leaders should ensure that seafarers are 
designated as key workers and have access to aprioritised vaccination programme; that 
they do not miss out on vaccinations while travelling for work and that they are able to 
access the required number of doses within the timescales recommended by the 
WHO.Government leaders must commit to collective action and take to task their 
counterparts who fail to appreciate that the welfare of seafarers is not only a humanitarian 
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issue, but that the world’s seafarers are responsible for keeping global trade moving. 
Source: INTERCARGO 

 
LATEST UPDATE IN SUEZ CANAL SITUATION Received from Dominion Shipping 
Agencies (Egypt) Kindly note that President Abdul Fattah al-Sisi , after visiting the Suez 
Canal Authority Headquarter, has mentioned the following points on 30.03.2021: · There 
are no intentions or plans to construct a double channel as the current Suez Canal is 
capable of serving the majority of vessels worldwide. Nevertheless, experts will still conduct 
a study in regards to such proposal. · There are two new ports which are ready to be 
inaugurated within the coming two months. The 1st one is BERENICE which is situated 
about 825 km south of Suez, with a 1600 m. quay on the Red Sea. On the Mediterranean, 
there is Gargoob Port which is situated around 200 km from Egyptian-Libyan borders and 
also with a 1600 m. quay and 18 m. draft. · Sukhna, Damietta, Alexandria and Abu Qir ports 
are being developed currently on all systematic and technical levels. The Sukhna Port is 
being prepared to be the biggest port on the Red Sea within the coming 2 years. The Abu 
Qir Port is being prepared to have 22 m. draft enabling the port to receive the newest 
enormous built vessels. A railway net is being constructed to link between the developed 
ports of the Red Sea and the developed ports on the Mediterranean: linking Sukhna and 
Alexandria or Abu Qir for example. The new advanced railway net which will be provided 
with the high-speed rails will shorten the road between the Red Sea Ports and the 
Mediterranean ports to 2-3 hrs. across Egypt. In a related context, Port Said East Port was 
developed and inaugurated recently to serve the SC Economic Zone. · Furthermore, 
President El Sisi has visited the Maritime Training & Simulation Center in Ismailia and met 
some of the highest SC officials such as Eng. Essam Mostafa Dabash, the director of 
Transit Dept., who talked about the capabilities of the Center whose main purpose is to 
train new SCA pilots and raise the potential of old ones to provide the utmost safety 
measures for the SC traffic and cope with the navigation everyday challenges. He 
mentioned that the center now has many advanced simulations which were used in EVER 
GIVEN incident and within two months, will have another two new simulators. A third 
simulator is also being built to train technicians. 

 
SUPPORT SHIP HEADS SOUTH TO ACCOMPANY MPV EVEREST A large offshore tug 
has been deployed from Western Australia to accompany Australia’s chartered Antarctic 
resupply vessel MPV EVEREST in its journey to Fremantle. GO SPICA (pronounced 
‘speaker’) is a 76-metre offshore supply vessel currently heading south from Dampier to 
refuel at Fremantle before heading to the Southern Ocean. Australian Antarctic Division 
General Manager of Operations & Safety, Charlton Clark, said the decision to send a 
support vessel to meet MPV EVEREST is a precautionary measure taken by the ship’s 
owner, Maritime Construction Services (MCS). “MPV EVEREST is not in distress and 
continues to travel northwards under its own power,” he said. “While MPV EVEREST 
doesn’t need a tug and this is not a rescue mission, GO SPICA has sufficient power to 
assist if required.”“The AAD welcomes this action taken by MCS to support the safe return 
of all expeditioners and crew on board MPV EVEREST to Australia.” MPV EVEREST 
experienced a fire in its port engine room on Monday, and the ship has continued travelling 
north using its starboard engine room.There are 109 expeditioners and crew on board the 
vessel. There were no physical injuries in the fire that engulfed the port engine room and 
two inflatable rubber boats on the deck. The Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) 
Response Centre is continuing to monitor the transit of MPV EVEREST and is in regular 
communication with the vessel. Source: antarctica.gov.au 
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THE COMPANY OF MASTER MARINERS OF 
AUSTRALIA - WESTERN AUSTRALIA BRANCH 

 

      General Meeting Minutes 28th April 2021  
 
 
The BM opened the General Meeting, welcoming all CMMA members to the April Monthly meeting. 
He continued by saying that, whilst the COVID-19 pandemic continues, the WA Branch of CMMA 
remains fortunate to continue with albeit restricted face-to-face meetings. 

Attendance 
A list of attendance and apologies was organised by the Hon. Registrar and published via e-mail 
before the meeting.  
 

 
 
An unfortunate downward trend in attendance this year. Somewhat understandable given the 
uncertainty and caution generated by almost daily COVID-19 restriction changes.   

Apologies & Guests 
Apologies received were captured in the attendance sheet distributed before the meeting. Due to 
FAC COVID-19 restrictions “total number of people at the meeting to be no more than 20”, there 
were no guests in attendance 

Update on today’s Keynote Speaker: 
The BM announced that the Guest Speaker tonight would be our Branch member, Karen 
Montford, who will relate some of her experiences with Fremantle Volunteer Sea Rescue, together 
with members David Bowden & Richard Court. 

Business Arising from the Previous Minutes  
The BM announced the following items in this section -  

• Leeuwin sponsorship for 2 individuals was approved and process is being progressed by 
Carol Shannon – CEO Leeuwin Foundation. 

• BM and Federal Secretary attended Federal AGM in Sydney 17 Apr 2021. 

• Due to Perth Lock-down 23-26 April, the ANZAC Day Dawn service was cancelled. This was 
a blow to those members who regularly attend the ceremony and associated events. It was 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov

Members 26 20 20 19

Guests 4 6 3 0

Total Attendance 30 26 23 19 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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COMMA Meeting Attendance 2021

Members Guests Total Attendance
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noted that this was the second year in a row that WA has been forced to cancel ANZAC Day 
events because of COVID-19. 

• Due to last-minute changes to the Governor General’s visit itinerary his agenda with WA 
CMMA Branch & Fremantle Harbour was cancelled. Instead, he visited the WA regional 
townships most severely affected by the recent cyclone Seroja. 

• The new Hon. Treasurer, Raul Pereira confirmed that the role is now fully handed over from 
John Figgess. The BM again thanked John F for his valued & lengthy service as Hon. 
Treasurer. 

• Task Force formed under the leadership of Frank K completed its first meeting prior to the 
Court meeting this afternoon. An update from Frank will be circulated when available. 

• Sea Scouts list of volunteers prepared, and we are all hoping this event goes ahead. (see 
notes in General / New Business) 

• The Federal Journal “Master Mariner” is complete and has been published - electronically. A 
few hard copies were circulated at the AGM & within the branch. A huge thankyou goes to 
Carol for all her efforts and patience.  

• The BM then requested the DBM to provide us with an update of 2021 – Key-Note Speakers 
for the up-coming months. 
 
● April 2021- Sea Rescue – Fremantle Karen Montford 
● May 2021- Fremantle Port Authority David Heppingstone 
● June 2021 - Leeuwin Sponsored Cadets 
● July 2021 - Possibly -joint meeting with Institute of Marine Engineers / AIMPE - topic 

‘new fuels / climate change’ 

Hon Secretary Report 

The Hon. Secretary provided the following update to the court – 
Court communications this month principally involved the following topics: 
BM communications –  

- PW sent to Federal Admin / Web Master 
- Leeuwin sponsorship scheme – progress 
- CMMA ties & pins 
- Request for Task Force update 

 
The Fed. Secretary communications –  

- AGM 
- Ties / Pins 
- New address for CMMA Australia – giving up our PO Box 
- AMC survey request 
- Seafarers Choir message from INCE & Missions to Seafarers 

 
Hon. Registrar –  

- New Member -  
- X the bar 2021 
- Paid / unpaid members 
- Sea Scout MM Event schedule change 

 

Social Coordinator Update  

Alicia reported that she was progressing discussions with FPA concerning WMD. She also noted 
that she was to continue to research prospective venues for our 2021 Annual Dinner. The BM 
added that we should target September for our dinner 
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Treasurer’s Report  

The Hon. Treasurer distributed copies of the Apr-2021 report 
 
Raul provided an overview of the WA Branch accounts including the current account status as of 
Mar 2021. 
 
Total Income                                                              $  1473.22  
Total Expenses      $     210.00 
Cash Book Balance     $  27,476.21 
Total Balance including Reserve Account  $  78,008.46 
 
There being no immediate comments the report was accepted -  
Proposed for acceptance by: Raul P 
Seconded by BM 
 
BM requested members to welcome Capt. Raul Pereira at his first General meeting as Treasurer. 

Registrar’s Report  

The Hon. Registrar was unable to attend today’s proceedings. The BM / Hon. Secretary presented 
his report and membership updates: 
 

0. Total WA Branch Members = 134 
1. Federal Levy Payable = 117 
2. Fee Paying Members = 113  
3. Pending Members = 2 

 
The report also mentioned that as of 28-Apr-2021, we had one resignation – Capt. Simon Walker, 
and one member designated an  ‘Honorary’ Member, Capt. Steve Harris. He added that there was an 
application for membership to be read at today’s general meeting: 
 
Name   Branch / Membership  Position 
Capt. Mani BAJWA  WA (Ord)    Commercial & Compliance Manager / Jetwave 
Marine 
 
Collection of 2021 Membership Fees: 
The Hon. Registrar had also distributed an e-mail prior to the meeting noting the current list of 
unpaid members and their liability to pay a 10% subscription penalty now that their fees are overdue 
past 31-March.  
 
This report was accepted as noted.  

Fed Secretary’s Report  

The Fed Secretary provided below update: 
4. COMMA Federal AGM held 17 April 2021 in Sydney.  
● Discussion on COMMA support for a marine industry mentoring program is on the AGM 

agenda. COMMA – is investigation joining/offering COMMA assistance to the Australian 
Maritime Industry mentoring programme.  

● CMMA Constitution amendments (reviewed by Federal Court) – amended sections will be 
distributed to all branches for their review and acceptance. 
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● CMMA Federal Journal issued as e-copy (April 2021) with the next targeted edition for 
Q4/2021. 

 
The BM noted that these topics had prompted discussion within the Court of possible changes to 
membership criteria – maybe along the lines adopted by the UK Honourable Company - to promote 
wider membership eligibility. It was also noted that closer alliance with other maritime associations 
(NI / AIMPE / Institute of Marine Engineers etc) would be a step in the right direction.  

General / New Business 
The following items were discussed in this section: 

● The next COMMA session will be 26th May 2021.  
● Boulton Lecture to be hosted by WA branch prospectively in Q3/2022.  
● Next Combined event with the Nautical Institute will be Sept 2021 

• Confirmation of candidates for Leeuwin Voyage from Leeuwin & Sea Scouts will be 
communicated by Carol (CEO Leeuwin Foundation) sometime in May/June 2021.  

• Sea Scout Weekend – 01-02 May 2021 (Volunteer list now published). Late breaking news 
that – due to the COVID-19 situation in the state, and the disruption to many Sea Scout 
events to date - the MM Weekend has been rescheduled to a single date Sunday 30-May. 
The Hon. Registrar will circulate a revised Volunteer Schedule intersessionaly. 

• Webmaster to update WA Branch Contact list (add Raul P and remove John F). 

• WA CMMA PW now published on Federal Web Site. 

• Mike Tyler (Qld Member) nominated for Life Membership. This proposal was fully endorsed 
by the WA Branch Court 

• The DBM noted that Capt. Michel Legasse had apparently suffered a stroke while attending / 
surveying vessel in Port Headland. Our best wished go to Michel & his family., 

• The DBM noted that Perth Simulation Centre has generously offered to host an evening 
CMMA meeting. The offer will be explored, and a report given at a future meeting.  

News and Views by BM: 
The BM then provided a presentation on News & Views. 

1. Rio Tinto steps in after bauxite ship is detained by Australian Maritime Safety 
Authority for 'appalling' crew conditions 

2. Australian live cattle exports will lift with NZ banning live trade, industry analyst 
3. Contract for two new car and passenger ferries for TT-Line strengthens RMC's order 

book  
4. Klaveness Combination Carriers offers low-carbon freight to the growing Australian 

lithium industry. 
5. Suez Canal Saga Continues - Egypt seizes the Container Vessel Ever Given, saying 

its owners owe $900 million for Suez Canal traffic jam 
 
 
Raffle drawn conducted –  
 
 

 
There being nothing further, the meeting was closed at 1910hrs.  
 
 
 
 
      Capt. Zubin Bhada      Peter Bartlett  
        Branch Master        Branch Secretary 
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Registrar’s Report 
 

Membership Movements 

Ratified by Federal 0  

Resigned to Friend 0  

Resigned from COMMA 1 Simon Walker 

Membership Cancelled 0  

Deceased 0  

Txfr to Branch Honorary 1 Steve Harris 

Transferred to Retired 0  

Transferred Branch 0  

Membership Upgraded 0  

Membership Summary 

Federal Life Members 2   Voting rights / No levy / No fees 

Friends 14   Over 80 years old / No voting rights / No levy / No fees 

Ex-Officio Members 1   No voting rights / No levy / No fees  

WA Honorary Members 4 4  Voting rights / Federal Levy Payable / No fees 

Ordinary Members 78 78 78 Master (Unlimited Trading) 

Associate Members 13 13 13 Master (Restricted Trading) / Deck Officers & Others 

Retired Members 22 22 22 +65 years / 15 years membership / no longer employed 

Total Members 134    

Federal Levy Payable  117   

Fee Paying Members   113  

Pending Members (Read) 2   Application received / awaiting ratification 

Total incl “Read” 136    

 
WA Membership Applications Pending 

Name Type Comment 

Raoul GEORGE WA (Ord) 3/O Northwest Sanderling – Trident LNG 

Tim GOURLEY (Dr.) WA (Assoc) Marine Consultant / Principal / Perth Hydro 

   

 
Membership Applications Read 28th April 2021 

Name Branch Comment 

Mani BAJWA WA (Ord) Commerce & Compliance Manager / Jetwave Marine 

   

 
Comments 
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WAYPOINTS 
 
Forthcoming Birthdays 
 
The following Members celebrate birthdays in the period until the end of May 2021.  Ages are withheld to 
“protect the innocent”… 
 

1st May Andy Hogan 

5th May Corney Durham 

7th May  Lindsay Copeman 

8th May Mike Kiely / Bruce White / Llew Withers 

12th May Phil Dooley 

13th May Walter Purio 

18th May John Fewings 

21st May Pasquale Guida 

 
 
Forthcoming Membership Anniversaries 
 
The following Membership Anniversaries occur in the period until the end of May 2021. 
 

1 year Llew Withers 

5 years Graham Thornton / Richard Ven Der Spoel 

9 years Simon Healy / Mark Pointon 

10 years Roy Lewisson 

11 years Raymond Alfreds / Craig Brent-White / Elspeth Diack / Frans Schlack 

13 years David Alley / Peter Birch 

25 years Chris Keys 

31 years Richard Court 

54 years Alexander Small / Corney Durham 
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Long-Serving Members 
 
The Branch Court wishes to acknowledge and thank the following members who have achieved significant 
periods of COMMA membership during May. 
 

Period Name / Membership Ratification Date Years 

60+ years Capt Robert Leggat / Retired  1st Feb 1957 64 

50+ years Capt David Clarke / Friend 17th Feb 1964 57 

 Capt Alexander Small / Friend 30th May 1967 54 

 Capt Corney Durham / Retired 15th May 1967 54 

 Capt Peter Shoebridge / Friend 19th Jun 1967 53 

 Capt Mike Gusterson / Retired 11th Sep 1969 51 

 Capt “Dai” Davies / Friend 30th Oct 1969 51 

40+ years Capt Richard Ireland / Retired 19th Jun 1972 48 

 Capt Mike Kiely / Retired 18th Jul 1974 46 

 Capt Paddy Evelegh / WA Honorary 3rd Feb 1976 45 

 Capt John Abernethy / Friend 1st Oct 1976 44 

 Capt David Aslett / Retired 4th Oct 1976 44 

 Capt James Major / Retired 7th Mar 1978 43 

 Capt Alan Keane / Friend 18th Jul 1979 41 

 Capt Roger Pettman / Ordinary 10th Sep 1979 41 

 Capt Patrick Tebbutt / Friend 7th Feb 1981 40 

 Capt David Harrod / Ordinary 9th Oct 1980 40 

 Capt Chris Grubba / Ordinary 4th Feb 1981 40 

30+ years Capt David Gardiner / Ordinary 8th April 1981 39 

 Capt Michael Furlong / Friend 14th Jul 1983 37 

 Capt David Notman / Friend 28th Sep 1983 37 

 Capt Bill Prins / Ordinary 6th Feb 1983 38 

 Capt Wim Van Alebeek / WA Honorary 19th Feb 1985 36 

 Capt Eric Barron / Ordinary 19th Feb 1986 35 

 Capt James Tunmore / Ordinary 19th Feb 1986 35 

 Capt Richard Purkiss / WA Honorary 19th Feb 1987 34 

 Capt Ian Harrod / Ordinary 14th Feb 1987 34 

 Capt Alfred De Rooy / Ordinary 12th Sep 1988 32 

 Capt Richard Gordon / Ordinary 14th Nov 1988 32 

 Capt Lindsay Copeman / Ordinary 28th Jul 1989 31 

 Capt Frank Kaleveld / Life 5th Nov 1989 31 

 Capt Robin Chester / Retired 8th Feb 1990 31 

 Capt Richard Court / Ordinary 11th May 1990 31 

 
 

Updating Contact Details 
 
Members are asked to please update the Registrar with changes of residential address, email address, or 
phone numbers when they occur.  Contact details follow: - 
 

Steve Harris  /  registrar@comma-wa.org.au  /  0412 928 275 
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COMPANY OF MASTER MARINERS OF AUSTRALIA 

Western Australia Branch 

 
 

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 31ST MARCH 2021 to 28TH APRIL 2021 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
BANKS 

   
WESTPAC TOTAL 

 

CASH BOOK BALANCE as at 28 April 2021   $26,212.99 $ 26,212.99  

 INCOME       

MEMBERSHIP FEES   $ 1,379.22   

RAFFLE   $ 94.00   

INTEREST WESTPAC CHQ ACC MAR   $ -   

REPLACEMENT NAME BADGE   $ -   

      

      

      

      

 TOTAL INCOME WESTPAC   $ 1,473.22   

    
$ 1,473.22 

 

 EXPENSES       

RAFFLE PRIZES   $ 20.00   

FLYING ANGEL CLUB -   $ 110.00   

POSTAGE POINTS WEST   $ -   

FLYING ANGEL CLUB - DONATION PRINS 
AND ALLEN 

  $ 80.00   

REPAY OVERPAID FEES   $ -   

      

ALL SPORTS - NAME BADGES   $ -   

 TOTAL EXPENSES WESTPAC   $ 210.00   

  
$ 210.00 

 

      

   Westpac   

CASH BOOK BALANCES as at 28TH APRIL 2021 
  

$27,476.21 $ 27,476.21 
 

RESERVE ACCOUNT AT 28 April 2021    $ 50,531.80  

INTEREST EARNED ON RESERVE ACCOUNT - March    $ 0.45  

RECONCILIATION WITH BANK STATEMENTS 28 April 2021    $ 50,532.25  

      

Plus Cheques/Cash on hand    $ -  

 Adjusted Cash Balance as at 28TH APRIL 2021 
  

$27,476.21 $ 78,008.46 
     

MEMBERSHIP.  

 PAID DUE RESIGNED TOTAL  

RETIRED 23 0  23  

ORDINARY 65 11 1 76  

ASSOCIATE 13 0  13  

LIFE    2  

HONORARY    3  

FRIENDS    14  

EX OFFICIO    1  

TOTAL 101 11  132  

Ash Karkanis Resigned 3/3/21    
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THE COMPANY OF MASTER MARINERS OF AUSTRALIA – 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA BRANCH 

 

    

Company of Master Mariners of Australia – WA Branch 
 

Branch Court Contact Details 
 
 

Position Name COMMA Address Mobile 
Number 

Branch Master Zubin BHADA branch.master@comma-
wa.org.au 

0408 165 306 

Deputy Branch Master Simon HEALY deputy.bm@comma-wa.org.au 0427 103 864 

Immediate Past Branch 
Master 

Steve WENBAN past.bm@comma-wa.org.au 0457 562 622 

Hon Treasurer John FIGGESS treasurer@comma-wa.org.au 0434 803 525 

Hon Secretary Peter BARTLETT secretary@comma-wa.org.au 0448 879 176 

Hon Registrar Steve HARRIS registrar@comma-wa.org.au 0412 928 275 

Points West Editor Mark BEAL editor@comma-wa.org.au 0409 299 290 

Social Coordinator Alicia McCARRON social@comma-wa.org.au 0437 430 704 

Branch Librarian Steve HARRIS librarian@comma-wa.org.au 0412 928 275 

Branch Court (Group 
Address) 

Copies to all 
above 

branch.court@comma-
wa.org.au 

n/a 

 

 

 
Capt. Zubin Bhada Peter Bartlett 

Branch Master Branch Secretary 
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