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AUSTRALIA BRANCH

Branch Master’s Report — Oct 2020

On behalf of the Branch, it is with great pleasure that | (Zubin Bhada) provide the
Branch Masters report for October 2020.

Branch Court

This month we held our court and general meeting at the “Navy Club” as the FAC was
still unavailable due to COVID19 duties being performed for seafarers’ isolations.
Those who attended will echo with my thoughts and comments of the “Navy Club”
being another great venue for our monthly sessions.

View from Level-3 of the Navy Club, 28 Oct 2020

The COVID-19 Pandemic continues globally, whilst here in Perth, we continue to go
about our daily chores including work and domestic holidays (within our own state.
The WA premier is opening up the State Border restrictions on 14 Nov, which will see
a change in economy for everyone. However, we should not get complacent in these
times and focus on long term objectives specific to economy downturn and loss of



employment that the entire industry is currently facing. There are some of our own
members that may been affected by this downturn, as a result of the pandemic and
hence be kind and offer support to those in need.

We held our court meeting on Level-3 of the Navy Club and below agenda followed.

e Review of Last Minutes - BM thanked the court for their attendance at the Last
Court Meeting held on board the Leeuwin. Great turn out at the last general
meeting on board the Leeuwin and some great feedback on the venue and the

format we followed.

e Review of Registrar’s report

e Review of Secretary’s report

e Review of Treasurer’'s Report

e Update from Social Coordinator - Annual Dinner event being progressed with full
steam ahead for the 28 Nov 2020 being held on board the Leeuwin.

e Business Arising from Previous minutes.

e Any Other Business

BM Update

Special thanks the court for their continued support in these unprecedented times of
COVID-19. The Australian COVID-19 statistics are showing a steady decline and
recovery in state of Victoria and NSW is a great sign. In WA, after the cases on a few
ships there have been no more positive cases.

Australian Government
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Australian COVID-19 STATISTICS as of Oct 2020

General Meeting

We held the general meeting on Level-2 of the Navy Club (Fremantle) and went
through the usual format. We then got served dinner whilst we continued to socialise
with members and guests. We then had News and Views presented by BM (Zubin
Bhada) who to us on a few topics.

a. COVID-19 Statistics with comparison of Australian States Vs the World.

b. Management of Vessel in WA, arriving with COVID cases. The latest being
the “Key Integrity” (Bulk Carrier) and the “Al Messilah” (Cattle ship).

c. COVID cases in Victoria showing signs of improvement

d. Car carrier arrested in Melbourne over crew change violations (Detained
by AMSA)

e. Australian Industrial Energy announces new partnership arrangement with
Squadron Energy to accelerate Port Kembla Gas Terminal development.

f. Regulated Australian and foreign flagged vessels—annual overview of
marine incidents 2019 by AMSA. There were seven (7) fatalities between
2016 and 2019. Six (6) of these incidents involved crew members and
were associated with elevator maintenance (2), electrical shock (1) and
falls from height (3).

After dinner we were introduced to our Key Note Speaker — Ashwin Nair (Special
Counsel, Cocks Macnish) who gave us a talk on Salvage and Wreck Removal, a
light-hearted whistle-stop tour of legal and insurance aspects. He spoke to us on
the birth of marine insurance (Lloyds) and the Story behind the Lutine Bell. The
topic discussed was very interested and resulted in lots of questions.

General Meeting participants actively listening to our Key Note Speaker — Ashwin
Nair

Points West

As usual a great newsletter being delivered by our very own “Mark Beal” (our editor of
Points West) who continues to prepare and publish our great newsletter. Please do
send in articles and/or stories that we can share with our membership.

General News
In other business, the court members are working in the background to plan our annual
dinner function which will be a combined NI & COMMA function on 28 Nov 2020



(please keep this date FREE).

In closing, | like to thank all members for their continued effort and support in keeping
our branch live and active throughout 2020. Please stay safe in these challenging
times of COVID and do reach out to me and/or any court member if you require any
support during these times.

Capt. Zubin Bhada (AFNI)
Branch Master

End of Report

Water Cannons off the Port of Fremantle



Registrars Report

Membership Movements

Ratified by Federal

Resigned to Friend

Resigned from COMMA Rachel Barbour (effective 31-Dec-20)

Membership Cancelled

Deceased

Transferred to Retired

Transferred Branch

o|Oo|Oo|Oo|Oo|—~|O|O

Membership Upgraded

Membership Summary

Federal Life Members 2 //////%///// Voting rights / No levy / No fees
.

Friends 12 / Over 80 years old / No voting rights / No levy / No fees

Ex-Officio Members 1 %% No voting rights / No levy / No fees

WA Honorary Members 3 3 ///// Votlng rights / Federal Levy Payable / No fees

Ordinary Members 78 78 | 78 | Master (Unlimited Trading)

Associate Members 13 13 13 | Master (Restricted Trading) / Deck Officers & Others
Retired Members 22 22 | + 65 years / 15 years membership / no longer employed

Total Members 131 ///////%/////

Federal Levy Payable | | 116 | |

Fee Paying Members M%

Total Members 133

Pending Members (Read) 2 %///%%////% Application received / awaiting ratification

WA Membership Applications Pending

Name Type Comment
Preetham Kumar WA Ordinary Member
Karen Montford WA Associate Member

Membership Applications Read 28" October 2020

Name Branch Comment
Kishore Matta Sydney Ordinary Member
Preetham Kumar WA Ordinary Member
Karen Montford WA Associate Member
Comments

Ms Rachel Barbour (Associate Member) resigned 6" October as she’s no longer pursuing a maritime
industry career. Fees have been paid until 315t December 2020.




WAYPOINTS

Forthcoming Birthdays

The following Members celebrate birthdays in the period until the end of November 2020. Ages are
withheld to “protect the innocent”...

7t November Eric Barron

11t November Roy Lewisson / Greg Tonnison
12t November Bob Leggatt

13t November Carol Shannon

17t November Bill Deacon

18t November Dave Heppingstone

215t November Adam McPhail

26" November Craig Brent-White

28t November David Oliver

29t November Mark Small

Forthcoming Membership Anniversaries

The following Membership Anniversaries occur in the period until the end of November 2020.

10 years Sandeep Bhardwaj

12 years Asela Ranasinghe / Steven Young
22 years John Fewings

31 years Frank Kaleveld

32 years Richard Gordon



Long-Serving Members

The Branch Court wishes to acknowledge and thank the following members who have achieved
significant periods of COMMA membership during November.

Period Name / Membership Ratification Date Years
60+ years  Capt Robert Leggat / Retired 1st Jan 1957 63
50+ years  Capt David Clarke / Friend 17t Feb 1964 56
Capt Alexander Small / Friend 30t May 1967 53
Capt Corney Durham / Retired 15t May 1967 52
Capt Peter Shoebridge / Friend 19t Jun 1967 53
Capt Mike Gusterson / Retired 11t Sep 1969 51
Capt “Dai” Davies / Friend 30t Oct 1969 51
40+ years  Capt Richard Ireland / Retired 19t Jun 1972 48
Capt Mike Kiely / Retired 18t Jul 1974 46
Capt Paddy Evelegh / WA Honorary 34 Feb 1976 44
Capt John Abernethy / Friend 1t Oct 1976 44
Capt David Aslett / Retired 4t Oct 1976 44
Capt James Major / Retired 7th Mar 1978 42
Capt Alan Keane / Friend 18t Jul 1979 41
Capt Roger Pettman / Ordinary 10t Sep 1979 41
30+ years  Capt David Harrod / Ordinary 9th Oct 1980 40
Capt Chris Grubba / Ordinary 4th Feb 1981 39
Capt David Gardiner / Ordinary 8t April 1981 39
Capt Patrick Tebbutt / Friend 7t Dec 1981 38
Capt Michael Furlong / Friend 14t Jul 1983 37
Capt David Notman / Friend 28t Sep 1983 37
Capt Bill Prins / Ordinary 6t Dec 1983 37
Capt Wim Van Alebeek / WA Honorary 19t Dec 1985 34
Capt Eric Barron / Ordinary 19t Feb 1986 34
Capt James Tunmore / Ordinary 19t Feb 1986 34
Capt Richard Purkiss / WA Honorary 19t Jan 1987 33
Capt lan Harrod / Ordinary 14th Dec 1987 32
Capt Alfred De Rooy / Ordinary 12t Sep 1988 32
Capt Richard Gordon / Ordinary 14t Nov 1988 32
Capt Lindsay Copeman / Ordinary 28" Jul 1989 31
Capt Frank Kaleveld / Life 5t Nov 1989 31
Capt Robin Chester / Retired 8th Jan 1990 30
Capt Richard Court / Ordinary 11t May 1990 30

Updating Contact Details

Members are asked to please update the Registrar with changes of residential address, email
address, or phone numbers when they occur. Contact details follow: -

Steve Harris / reqgistrar@comma-wa.org.au / 0412 928 275
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Treasurers Report

COMPANY OF MASTER MARINERS OF AUSTRALIA
Western Australia Branch

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 30thSEPTEMBER 2020 to 28 TH OCTOBER 2020

BANKS WESTPAC TOTAL
CASH BOOK BALANCE as at 30th SEPTEMBER 2020 $ 17,396.08 | $ 17,396.08
MEMBERSHIP FEES b -
RAFFLE b 110.05
INTEREST WESTPAC CHQ ACC (July) $ 1.42
ANNUAL DINNER $  200.00
TAL IN E TP, $ 311.47
$ 311.47
EXPENSES
RAFFLE PRIZES g 20.00
FLYING ANGEL CLUB - £ -
POSTAGE POINTS WEST b -
DEPOSIT LEEUWIN - ANNUAL DINNER £ 250.00
| TOTAL EXPENSES WESTPAC § 27000
$ 270.00
Westpac
CASH BOOK BALANCES as at 28TH OCTOBER 2020 $ 17,43755 $ 17,437.55
RESERVE ACCOUNT AT 30th SEPTEMBER 2020 $ 50,521.39
INTEREST EARNED ON RESERVE ACCOUNT (August) $ 2.07
RECONCILIATION WITH BANK STATEMENTS 28th October 2020 $ 50,523.46
Plus Cheques/Cash on hand $ -
Adjusted Cash Balance as at 28th October 2020 $ 17,437.55 | $ 67,961.01
MEMBERSHIP.
PAID DUE RESIGNED TOTAL
RETIRED 22 0 22
ORDINARY 78 0 78
ASSOCIATE 14 0 1 13
LIFE 2
HONORARY 3
FRIENDS 12
EX OFFICIO 1

TOTAL 114

131




Company of Master Mariners of Australia - WA Branch

BRANCH

Branch Court Contact Details

THE COMPANY OF MASTER MARINERS OF AUSTRALIA - WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Position Name COMMA Address Mobile Number
Branch Master Zubin BHADA branch.master@comma-wa.org.au 0408 165 306
Deputy Branch Master Simon HEALY deputy.bom@comma-wa.org.au 0427 103 864
Immediate Past Branch Master | Steve WENBAN past.om@comma-wa.org.au 0457 562 622
Hon Treasurer John FIGGESS treasurer@comma-wa.org.au 0434 803 525
Hon Secretary Peter BARTLETT secretary@comma-wa.org.au 0448 879 176
Hon Registrar Steve HARRIS registrar@comma-wa.org.au 0412928 275
Points West Editor Mark BEAL editor@comma-wa.org.au 0409 299 290
Social Coordinator Alicia McCARRON social@comma-wa.org.au 0437 430 704
Branch Librarian Steve HARRIS librarian@comma-wa.org.au 0412928 275

Branch Court (Group Address)

Copies to all above

branch.court@comma-wa.org.au

n/a

Capt. Zubin Bhada

Branch Master

Peter Bartlett

Branch S
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AURORA AUSTRALIS — END OF AN ERA.

Below from the Australian Antarctic Division Press release.

Australia’s icebreaker RSV Aurora Australis has arrived into its homeport of Hobart
for the final time with the Australian Antarctic Program.

After more than three decades of service, the Aurora Australis sailed up the River
Derwent this morning, returning from its last resupply expedition to sub-Antarctic
Macquarie Island. A series of farewell events planned to farewell the ship have been
cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Director of the Australian Antarctic
Division, Kim Ellis, said the ship has had a colourful and exciting 31 years plying the
Southern Ocean. “The ‘Orange Roughy’ has carried more than 14,000 expeditioners
on over 150 scientific research and resupply voyages to our Antarctic and sub-
Antarctic stations,” Mr Ellis said.

“All expeditioners who’ve sailed on the Aurora Australis have a soft spot for the
icebreaker, whether it's because the ship has enabled their science or transported
them south for an Antarctic adventure.”

AURORA AUSTRALIS

ug Tt) V




The ship was built in Newcastle and launched in September 1989. It’s first voyage
with the Australian Antarctic Program was to Heard Island in 1990.

Aurora Australis and an Adélie penguin (Photo: Dean Lewins)
“The Aurora has been involved in rescuing stricken ships and injured expeditioners,
as well as facing a few challenges, with engine room fires in the 90’s and running
aground at Mawson station in 2016,” Mr Ellis said “She’s much more than a ship,
she’s been a lifeline, she’s been a home, she’s been a symbol that really captures
that whole Antarctic spirit.”



Aurora Australis moored in Horseshoe Harbour, Mawson station (Photo: lan Phillips)



wwwwdougthost.com

Aerial view of the Aurora Australis in pack ice (Photo: Doug Thost)

Thank you to Ash Karkhanis for Provision of this Article.



Guest Speaker

This Month’s Guest Speaker was Ashwin Nair form Lawyers Cocks Macnish.
Ashwin is Special Counsel for Vessel Salvage and Wreck Removal.

-
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A (llght-hearted) Whlstle- tC

~of legal and msurance @

Ashwin Nair, Special Cou
Cocks Macnish :
28 October 12020



Topics included —
Insurances

Hull and Machinery

» Property insurance, covering physical vessel — repairs, breakdowns, salvage
» Usually a syndicate comprising a lead and following underwriters

Protection and Indemnity (P&l)

Protection and Indemnity (P&l)

* Liability cover for legal liability to third parties arising from operation

of vessel
v P cLum LA '3'5“'.".["
* International Grou &
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SHIPOWNERS
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HOEGH XIAMEN - Vehicle carrier, fire at
Jacksonville, USA, 5 June 2020

Jacksonville Feo Rosces Doporment

31 reported LOF cases
to date in 2020

NORDIC WOLVERINE — Chemical and oil
tanker grgunded off Baranquilla, Colgmbia —

B XIS (LI R O )

NEW DIAMOND - Crud&'oil taker, fire, Bay of
Bengal, 3 Sep 2020
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And other liabilities, including

Crew

Passengers

Cargo

FFO

Pollution

Quarantine expenses
Wreck removal
Ship’s portion of GA
Unrecoverable GA

Thor Commander

O GEORGEERZEZINA

Marinelrattic.com
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Salvage

* Law —rules for determining what is salvage, and how a salvor gets
paid
* Ancient roots

* Australian salvage law — Salvage Convention 1989 + common law

COCKSMACNISH ==



Salvage Convention 1989

* Replaced 1910 Convention

* Art 13 (paid by H&M)
* How to assess reward — 10 criteria
* No cure no pay = no prizes for trying

* Art 14 (paid by P&l Club)

* Special compensation — safety net
* Where vessel threatened ‘damage to environment’

Fair rate of expenditure, excluding profit
* Nagasaki Spirit

Uplift of up to 30%, but may be increased to 100%
Very difficult to assess in practice

COCKSMACNISH ==



Disposal of wreck

* Cover for cost of disposal may be an area of uncertainty if not
specifically covered in P&I Rules

* Delivery to place of safety

WAKASHIO - Grounded off Mauritius, 25 July 2020.

COCKSMACNISH ==

Total Loss — Wreck Removal



Guest speaker Ashwin Nair addresses the WA COMMA General Meeting at the
Navy Club




SHIPPING NEWS - Articles Thanks to Bill Prins

China's new icebreaker completes first Arctic expedition A major number of
sediment samples have been collected from the Arctic seabed in the course of
the maiden voyage of the XUE LONG 2.

By : Atle Staalesen

The ship this week arrived back in its home port of Shanghai after a 2,5 months long
Arctic expedition.

In the course of the voyage, researchers successfully took a 18,65-meter-long
bottom sediment core. It is the biggest ever core of the kind taken in Arctic waters,
Xinhua reports. The sediments were taken from 1870-meter depths and will be
subject to comprehensive study and analysis, according to the state news agency. A
more than 20-meter-long cylindrical gravitational piston was applied in the operation,
an expedition research assistant said. The ship has excellent manoeuvrability, the
researcher underlined. The 122-meter-long vessel on 15th July left Shanghai started
its first ever Arctic expedition. The vessel that entered service in 2019 earlier this
year completed a voyage to the Antarctica. The expedition has been organized by
the Chinese Ministry of Natural Resources and included 12,000 nautical miles of
sailing. According to the expedition researchers, a wide range of studies of Arctic
ecosystems have been conducted, including the acidification of waters and polluters
in rest such as the Chukotka plateau, the Canadian basin and central parts of the
Arctic Ocean. The expedition will help expand the research knowledge of China
about climate change in the Arctic and prepare the ground for a solid foundation for
more efficient reaction to global climate change, Xinhua reported. The XUE LONG 2
(“Snow Dragon 2”) is owned and managed by the Chinese Polar Institute. The
institute has been instrumental in all of the country’s previous 10 research expedition
to the Arctic. Until now, it has been sister ship XUE LONG that has been applied on
the Chinese Arctic expeditions, that have proceeded along Russia’s Northern Sea
Route, across the central Arctic Ocean and through Canada’s Northwest Passage In
a comment made during the Arctic Circle China conference in 2019, Chief of China’s
State Oceanic Administration underlined that “protecting the Arctic environment is a
common responsibility and China will make its contribution to this. “He also stressed
that China sees itself as “a near-Arctic state” and it will “actively participate with
wisdom and strength to future protection and development.” Wang Hong spoke at an
event with more than 500 participants from some 30 countries, the largest
conference ever in China exclusively with an Arctic focus. Source : Barents
Observer



Coronavirus outbreak on Patricia Oldendorff off Port Hedland sparks fears
over cargo ship rules

Stricter rules around international ship crews entering Australian waters are needed
following the serious outbreak on board the PATRICIA OLDENDORFF manganese
carrier off the Pilbara coast, the WA Government says. A total of 17 out of 21 crew
members from the PATRICIA OLDENDORFF have tested positive for COVID-19,
with nine of them remaining on the vessel and the other 12 in a hastily assembled
hotel quarantine arrangement in Port Hedland. The eight cases of the virus
confirmed from the ship yesterday meant WA had more; new COVID-19 cases on
the day than Victoria, the first day any state had reached that unwanted milestone in
nearly four months. Officials said none of those with the virus were seriously unwell
and several were asymptomatic. They have also repeatedly insisted there was no
threat to the wider community, saying the outbreak had been contained to the ship
and hotel quarantine. But Health Minister Roger Cook said the incident raised
serious concerns about the handling of ship crews entering Australia, calling for
greater oversight. “We need to continue to work with the shipping agencies, with
other governments and with the Commonwealth to ensure these international
protocols are a bit tighter,” he told ABC Radio Perth. “| am worried that these crew
[members] got on the vessel from the Philippines and one or more were unwell.”
Maritime industry defends ‘robust’ controls But the Government’s call for tighter
controls comes amid pleas from the industry for more help to assist seafarers who
have been stuck on vessels for months on end because of COVID-19 restrictions.
Industry body Maritime Industry Australia said the sector was already going to
significant lengths to prevent outbreaks on freight ships. “There are very very strict
controls in place and the COVID management plans vessels have in place [are]
incredibly robust,” the group’s chief executive Teresa Lloyd said. “We are seeing
very few cases on board vessels.” Ms Lloyd said the industry was working to limit
“gaps in the system” when crew changes took place, with protocols already including
14-day quarantine before departure and two rounds of testing. The PATRICIA
OLDENDORFF outbreak is not the first of its kind in WA, with the spread of
coronavirus on the Al Kuwait live export vessel eventually leading to more than 20
confirmed cases. The majority of those crew members were evacuated from the
vessel and taken into quarantine in Perth. Unclear when PATRICIA OLDENDORFF
will sail

The Government is yet to decide what will happen to the PATRICIA OLDENDOREFF,
with logistical challenges thwarting plans to bring in a new crew. The vessel needs at
least nine crew members just to sit at anchor and requires 13 to sail, but only five
replacement crew members have been found so far. Even if a full crew is found, the
ship would need to undergo a deep clean before they could board. “My preference
would be that we could switch the crew out, but there are limitations,” Mr Cook said.
“This is a really tricky situation.” Mr Cook said the freighter had been moved one
nautical mile closer to shore to be within mobile phone reception, with health staff
boarding daily to conduct a physical assessment of the remaining crew. If a new
crew cannot be found, officials have indicated they could wait until enough of the
infected personnel recover for the ship to set sail again. Source: ABC



UPGRADE

YOUR
FUTURE

2 The
FIND OUT HOW THE NAUTICAL INSTITUTE CAN Nautical
HELP YOU ACHIEVE YOUR GOALS Yy Insinute




‘E Joining the l&
' Company of Master Mariners of Australia
The Company of Master Mariners of Australia Ordinary Membership Associate Membership
is an independent association established to promote the interests A person may be admitted as an Ordinary A person may be admitted as an Associate Member
and status of the Merchant Mavy generally and of Master Mariners in [“full"} Member if he or she holds: if he or she is not otherwise eligible for Ordinary

particular,
The Companywas foundedin 1938 by Capt. A. N. Boulton, MBE, VRD, B.Com,
Ex-C and became an incorperated body in 1988,

The Company of Master Mariners of Australia Limited is a not-for-profit
professional association that is limited by guarantee.

The Company has FIVE {5) Branches based in Adelaide, Brisbane, Fremantle,
Melbourne and Sydney.

membership but wishes to be associated with the
*  an AMSA Master over 3000 grg Certificate

of Competency [“Class 17); or

gualifications or expertise conducive to furthering

* an AMSA Master under 3000 gr}, the objectives of the Company.
Certificate of Competency for

Examples of this membership could be someone who
Unlimited Trading (“Class2"}; or ples of P ’

holds:
® an overseas equivalent Certificate of -
1. Deck Watchkeeper Certificate;
Competency [gcognised by AMSA; or
y ¥ v 2. Master <24m <35m <80m
® iz an RAN Officer of Lieutenant Commander 3. Marine Engineer gualifications

(Executive Branch) rank or ghove, 4. Naval Architect qualifications

Objectives

The principal aims, among other things, are to:

* provide in Australia a unified body of Master Mariners capable of
collective representation on all occasions and in all matters affecting
their interests or the status of the Merchant Mavy and its Officers;

® Carry on its activities to maintain an apolitical and non-industrial
emphasis;

* [reate and sustain a social organization of privileges within which
members, either alone orin association with others, can be afforded
facilities, and occasion, to discuss matters of mutual interest connected
with the Merchant Navy or any related aspect of maritime concern;

* astablish scholarship grants for young seamen atsaand ashore

Why loin the Company of Master Mariners of Australia?

The Company waorks to educate and advocate on issues that are important to the MARITIME INDUSTRY. We
greanise and attend events that recognize achievements as a Master Mariner.

Spciglising and networking — Branch Membership

Equally important is the social and networking advantages of meeting our fellow Master Mariners.

Real Benefits

Cpportunity to hear and meet monthly Guest Speakers — on Fantastic Marine Related TOPICS.

Meeting & Spcjglising with Senior & Prominent Master Mariners who are either in active service and/or
retired.

Participation in supporting Sea Scouts.

Participating in Memorial Services like ANZAC Day, Merchant Navy Memorial,etc.
Participation in World Maritime Day.

Provide feedback to industry via consult process for Marine Legislation.

Avail the benefits of International Federation of Shipmasters’ Association [IFMSA).

ocoodoo0o oo




Editor's Note:

The October issue is sent in November and as we have just had Remembrance Day last
week, should any one wish to see the video please type in your browser the address
following —

https://www.dropbox.com/h?preview=Remberance+Day+2020+Fremantle+WA+V2.mp4

Best regards

Mark W T Beal


https://www.dropbox.com/h?preview=Remberance+Day+2020+Fremantle+WA+V2.mp4

