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Branch Master’s Report – July 2020 
 

On behalf of the Branch, it is with great pleasure that I (Zubin Bhada) provide the Branch Masters 
report for July 2020. 
 
Branch Court 
We had almost full quorum at our court meeting on 29th July 2020, which was held as our second 
face-to-face session since the COVID-19 Lock down.  
 
The meeting commenced by reviewing the past Court Meeting Minutes (June 2020) with any follow 
up actions. Below items were covered in the Court meeting: 
 
• Review of Last Minutes - BM thanked Branch Registrar Capt Steve Harris who ran the last 

monthly session and even put on a short QUIZ for the attendees in June. 
• Review of Registrar’s report 
• Review of Secretary’s report 
• Review of Treasurer’s Report 
• Update from Social Coordinator  

a. Annual Dinner confirmed for 28 Nov 2020 (Please HOLD this date). 
b. WMD date yet to be confirmed 

• Business Arising from Previous minutes. 
• Any Other Business 
 
BM Update 
 
BM thanks the court for their continued support in these unprecedented times of COVID-19. 
Special thanks to Steve Harris and Peter Bartlett for keeping the membership well informed on our 
new way of life.  
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The Australian COVID-19 statistics are showing a slow rise in cases specific to eastern states. 
 

  
 
However, here in WA the government and WA Police have done an excellent job in curtailing and 
controlling the numbers down. This change in the coming weeks will see change in life-style, work 
environment and more importantly a welcomed change in “Health and Wellbeing” of all.  
 
General Meeting 
The general meeting was well attended with 22 attendees which followed the standard format. As 
per COVID protocols maintained at FAC we maintained our normal “social distancing” at the bar 
and no “finger food” was served. After we completed our general meeting we were served with 
dinner – it was liked being on board a ship’s officer mess room. After dinner we had “Key Note 
Speaker” - Capt. Mark Gooderham who spoke to us on his experience with Maritime Training in 
Kiribati (spoken as Kiribas). 
 

 
 
 
Points West 
As usual a great newsletter being delivered by our very own “Mark Beal and his wife Gina” (our 
editors of Points West) who continue to prepare and publish our great newsletter. Please do send 
in articles and/or stories that we can share with our membership.  
 
Federal Court  
The Federal court will meet again for another session in Q3/2020. 
• Editor for Master Mariner Journal – We have requested the Leeuwin Foundation to review the 

potential to take up the challenge for a trial publication for Q4/2020. 
• Constitution Change - clause 82.2 number of members that form a quorum for Court meetings 

is two. One must be the BM – or his delegate. 
• Membership for ‘ex-officio’ persons to be designated as ‘Friends’. 
• Our COMMA patron has been the Governor General, however since the new change from 

Peter Cosgrove to David Hurley – we are yet to get confirmation on whether the governor 
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general will remain as our Patron. Until then we have a few New membership Certificates on 
HOLD awaiting signatures. 

 
In closing, I like to thank all members for their continued effort and support in keeping our branch 
live and active throughout 2020. Please stay safe in these challenging times of COVID-19, and do 
reach out to myself and/or any court member if you require any support during these times.  
 
 
Capt. Zubin Bhada (AFNI) 
Branch Master 

 
End of Report 
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Registrars Report 
 

Membership Movements 
Ratified by Federal 0  
Resigned to Friend 0  
Resigned from COMMA 0  
Membership Cancelled 0  
Membership Reinstated 1 Gregory Dunn 
Deceased 0  
Transferred to Retired 0  
Transferred Branch 0  
Membership Upgraded 0  

Membership Summary 
Federal Life Members 2   Voting rights / No levy / No fees 
Friends 12   Over 80 years old / No voting rights / No levy / No fees 
Ex-Officio Members 1   No voting rights / No levy / No fees  
WA Honorary Members 3 3  Voting rights / Federal Levy Payable / No fees 
Ordinary Members 78 78 78 Master (Unlimited Trading) 
Associate Members 14 14 14 Master (Restricted Trading) / Deck Officers & Others 
Retired Members 22 22 22 + 65 years / 15 years membership / no longer employed 
Total Members 132    
Federal Levy Payable  117   
Fee Paying Members   114  
Pending Members (Read) 0   Application received / awaiting ratification 
Total Members 132    

 
WA Membership Applications Pending 

Name Type Comment 
Nil   

 
Membership Application - Read 29th July 2020 

Name Branch Comment 
Peter MELLICK Qld (Ord) Applied 12-Dec-19 / Naval Port Manager HMAS Cairns 
Anand RAVI Melb (Ord) Applied 19-Feb-20 / Maritime Instructor, AMC 

 
Comments 

Gregory (“Greg”) Dunn: Reinstated – paid 2020 subscription 3rd July. 
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WAYPOINTS 

 
Forthcoming Birthdays 
 
The following Members celebrate birthdays in the period until the end of August 2020.  Ages are withheld to “protect 
the innocent”… 
 

3rd August David Jones 
5th August Kevin Stone 
6th August Johnathon Willis 
10th August Mark Gooderham 
13th August Allan Gray 
14th August David Aslett 
19th August Stuart Davey 
23rd August Peter Birch 

 
 
Forthcoming Membership Anniversaries 
 
The following Membership Anniversaries occur in the period until the end of August 2020. 
 

4 years Geoff Howard 
9 years Carlo Di Meglio / Dave Kenny / Chris Payne / Royce Spencer 
11 years Bruce White 
14 years Jeff Hinnrichsen / Simon Walker 
17 years Robert Underhill 
21 years Greg Tonnison 
23 years Bill Deacon 
29 years Phil Griffin 
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Long-Serving Members 
 
The Branch Court wishes to acknowledge and thank the following members who have achieved significant periods of 
COMMA membership  
 

Period Name / Membership Ratification Date Years 
60+ years Capt Robert Leggat / Retired  1st Jan 1957 63 
50+ years Capt David Clarke / Friend 17th Feb 1964 56 
 Capt Alexander Small / Friend 30th May 1967 53 
 Capt Corney Durham / Retired 15th May 1967 52 
 Capt Peter Shoebridge / Friend 19th Jun 1967 53 
 Capt Mike Gusterson / Retired 11th Sep 1969 50 
 Capt “Dai” Davies / Friend 30th Oct 1969 50 
40+ years Capt Richard Ireland / Retired 19th Jun 1972 48 
 Capt Mike Kiely / Retired 18th Jul 1974 46 
 Capt Paddy Evelegh / WA Honorary 3rd Feb 1976 44 
 Capt John Abernethy / Friend 1st Oct 1976 43 
 Capt David Aslett / Retired 4th Oct 1976 43 
 Capt Alan Keane / Friend 18th Jul 1979 41 
 Capt Roger Pettman / Ordinary 10th Sep 1979 40 
30+ years Capt David Harrod / Ordinary 9th Oct 1980 39 
 Capt Chris Grubba / Ordinary 4th Feb 1981 39 
 Capt David Gardiner / Ordinary 8th April 1981 39 
 Capt Patrick Tebbutt / Friend 7th Dec 1981 38 
 Capt Michael Furlong / Friend 14th Jul 1983 37 
 Capt David Notman / Friend 28th Sep 1983 36 
 Capt Bill Prins / Ordinary 6th Dec 1983 36 
 Capt Wim Van Alebeek / WA Honorary 19th Dec 1985 34 
 Capt Eric Barron / Ordinary 19th Feb 1986 34 
 Capt James Tunmore / Ordinary 19th Feb 1986 34 
 Capt Richard Purkiss / WA Honorary 19th Jan 1987 33 
 Capt Ian Harrod / Ordinary 14th Dec 1987 32 
 Capt Alfred De Rooy / Ordinary 12th Sep 1988 31 
 Capt Richard Gordon / Ordinary 14th Nov 1988 31 
 Capt Lindsay Copeman / Ordinary 28th Jul 1989 31 
 Capt Frank Kaleveld / Life 5th Nov 1989 30 
 Capt Richard Court / Ordinary 11th May 1990 30 

 
 
 

Updating Contact Details 
 
Members are asked to please update the Registrar with changes of residential address, email address, or phone 
numbers when they occur.  Contact details follow: - 
 

Steve Harris  /  registrar@comma-wa.org.au  /  0412 928 275 
 
 
  

mailto:registrar@comma-wa.org.au
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Treasurers Report 
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THE COMPANY OF MASTER MARINERS OF AUSTRALIA – 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA BRANCH 

 
     
 

Branch General Meeting Minutes 29th July 2020 
 
The BM opened the General Meeting at 1843 hrs. & welcomed members and a guest to the meeting. He 
continued by noting that the COVID-19 Pandemic continues globally. WA Branch of COMMA is fortunate to 
be able to resume face-to-face meetings observing the WA State and Flying Angel Club (FAC) restrictions 
and protocols required of us. July marks the second month since the easing of Covid-19 restriction in WA, 
that we have been able to conduct our meetings at the FAC. 

Attendance  
The list of attendance and apologies was circulated. There were 21 members and 1 guest in attendance.  
 

 
(Good to see us back to pre-Covid attendance levels) 
 
Apologies 
 
Apologies were received from 10 members including –   
Capt. Simon Healy  DBM 
 
Branch Master Report 
 
The BM outlined the agenda for today’s proceedings. 
Following last month’s successful meeting at the Flying Angel Club, this meeting went ahead as a face-to-
face event. Provided pandemic restrictions allow, it is planned to conduct future meetings at the FAC – 
under necessary, prevailing restrictions. It was generally agreed these measures provide a relatively safe 
environment for the Court and General Membership of our Branch.  
 
An RSVP indicating attendance will continue to be obligatory along with an understanding that attendance 
is allowed only to those members in good health and not displaying any symptoms of Covid-19. 
The BM continued by noting his recent visit with to the Leeuwin, commenting that the vessel’s return was 
delayed to due to some B Shed berth damage and that she would remain longer at her Henderson Yard 
berth. 
 
 

Jan Feb Mar Apr Ma
y Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Members 20 17 0 0 0 15 21
Guests 1 4 0 0 0 0 1
Total Attendance 21 21 0 0 0 15 22 0 0 0 0 0

0
5
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COMMA Meeting Attendance 2020
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A single Member Guest was introduced to the meeting: - 
Capt. Ash Karkhanis introdued his guest – Marine Engineer Vikram Biradjar. 
The BM imediately invited Vikram to consider becoming a COMMA Associate Member 
 
Guest Speaker – introduced by BM 
BM noted that the guest speaker tonight is one of our very own – Capt. Mark Gooderham, who will talk on 
‘Maritime Training with a focus on Kiribati (“pronounced Kiribas”)’. 
 
The BM’s announcement that ‘Curry Dinner’ is on for our next meeting, was greeted by muted membership 
cheers. 

 
Business Arising from the Previous Minutes  
 
• Following last month and this July meeting at the Flying Angel Club, the intention is for future meetings 

to go ahead here at the FAC 
• As with this and the June meeting, an RSVP indicating attendance is obligatory. 
• There will be no “10rganizatio” at the bar and no “finger food” served.  Therefore, members may wish to 

arrive from around 1815 for an 1830 start to the General Meeting. 
• BM noted that – the Trust has opened restricted Leeuwin sailing trips. No further update was available 

at this meeting. 
• BM confirmed the Fed Court was informed of the decision through Mark’s feedback/comments on the 

continued support for the Fed Journal. This item now closed. 
• The BM went on to note the future COMMA Key-Note Speakers List – the following options were 

proposed by BM and accepted by the Court: 
o Aug 2020 – Capt. Angela Lewis (Captain of STS Leeuwin) and Alf Green (Operations 

Manager) will speak to us on the Docking of the STS Leeuwin at AMC, Henderson. 
o Oct 2020 – Leeuwin Cadets will talk to us on their Cadetship program and experience. (NIWA & 

COMMA Combined session) 
o  

 
Hon Secretary Report 
 
The Hon. Secretary reported that all communications with the Branch had again been electronic. Principal 
items concerned: 

• Membership matters at the Branch and between the Branch & Federal 
• Meeting arrangements with FAC concerning current restrictions 
• The award of the Medal of the Order of Australia in the Queen’s Birthday 2020 Honours List to Capt. 

Michael Gusterson – a WA COMMA Branch member 
• Court member reports for July-20 

 
Social Coordinator Update  

The BM – on behalf of the Social Coordinator Alicia McCarron who was unable to attend the General 
Meeting noted that we were continuing to monitor the ongoing pandemic status with respect to our Annual 
Dinner event as well as World Maritime Day. He continued to update members as follows: 
 
Annual Dinner: 
 

Combining our event with the Leeuwin is a great option for this year’s CoMMA function. Some 
suggestions include: 
1. STS Leeuwin along-side B-Shed in Fremantle, Canapes, and a sunset over Fremantle Port. The 

cost could be kept low (10rganiz. $50 p/person) plus supporting a local industry business. Given the 
current circumstances people might be reluctant to attend a function inside a venue with other 
unknown patrons. People can ‘pop by’ and not stay long if they do not feel comfortable in doing so.  

2. The ship can be hired for a period of three hours and accommodate around 100-120 people on the 
main deck (where the WISTA function was held). 
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3. Ship hire is $1,000 for three hours and additional hours are $500, although Leeuwin would not 
charge the additional if we requested the ship for a little longer. STS Leeuwin is not a licensed 
venue, but we would be able to bring alcohol for which they would provide tubs with ice and plastic 
wine and champagne glasses. This makes it very cost effective. 

4. If alcohol is served, we require 1-2 people with an RSA ($140 per person, which includes set up and 
take-down of a pop-up bar on deck). We are assuming a sunset event.  

5. The Leeuwin chef can prepare a cocktail menu or there is also the option of a BBQ on deck. 
6. Leeuwin Ocean Adventure volunteers will be on hand to assist with the food service. 
7. Of the 3 dates suggested – Friday 13 November 2020 / Saturday 28 November 2020 / Wednesday 

9 December 2020 – it was agreed that Saturday 28-November was our preferred date. 
8. Alicia noted that a more intimate dinner could be held in the main saloon with a maximum of 35 

guests.  

It was agreed by the court that Alicia would contact the Port to try to book Saturday 28 November and 
investigate permission for the function from the Freemantle Port Authority.  

There was a general discussion on facilities / costs / layout / Leeuwin & B Shed Wharf facilities and event 
particulars. Alicia will be asked to investigate options and event site availability and report back to the 
membership. 

World Maritime Day 2020: 
1. The Social Secretary will investigate WMD with the Port regarding the scheduled date and whether 

the event will even proceed this year. 
2. The Social Secretary will also contact Jane to provide an update to the Court on new PA contact 

details  
 
Treasurer’s Report  

The Hon. Treasurer distributed copies of the May 2020 Financial Report. He gave an overview of the WA 
Branch accounts including the current account status as of May 2020. 
Total Income                                                              $      174.91  
Total Expenses      $   9,460.00       
Cash Book Balance     $ 17,357.79 
Total Balance including Reserve Account  $ 67,874.90 
 
There being no immediate comments the report was: 
Proposed for acceptance by: John Figgess & seconded by Bill Prins 
 
Registrar’s Report  
 
According the Registrar Report: 

1. Total WA Branch Members = 132 
2. Federal Levy Payable = 117 
3. Fee Paying Members = 114 
4. Pending Members = 0 

The Hon. Registrar noted ‘these unusual times’ and the flexibility / leniency being in order for the remaining 
unpaid members. 
The Hon. Registrar continued to report that termination measures had been instigated with 3 members for 
non-payment of annual fees. One of these members – Greg Dunn – responded that he had a financial 
problem as well as being stuck on a ship with no relief in sight and without internet access until just 
recently. Due to these unfortunate circumstances beyond his control, it was decided to reinstate Greg. 
The Hon. Treasurer confirmed that all formalities had been concluded to allow the reinstatement of Capt. 
Greg Dunn. 
 
The BM requested that it be minuted that the membership numbers calculated and accounted for by the 
Hon. Treasurer and those determined by the Hon. Registrar are in agreement. 
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After presenting the Registrar’s Report the Hon. Registrar “read” the details of the two new applications for 
COMMA Membership: - 

• Lt Cdr Peter David Mellick, RAN – Port Manager & Senior Naval Pilot at HMAS Cairns for Ordinary 
Membership of Queensland Branch; and 

• Anand Ravi – Maritime Instructor / Lecturer at Australian Maritime College for Ordinary Membership 
of Melbourne Branch.    

This report was accepted as noted.  
Proposed by SH  
Seconded by JF 
 
Fed Secretary’s Report 
 
2020 has been an exceptionally bad year for new memberships which is not a surprise as we are unable to 
be a fully active 12rganization at this time. 
 
As an update the Federal Secretary proceeded with the following report: 
 
In 2019 the Governor General changed from Peter Cosgrove to David Hurley. We contacted the office of 
the Governor on several occasions and visited in person. We were advised at that time that the Governor 
was reducing the number of patronages and therefore may not continue with Company of Master Mariners. 
We continued to argue the importance of his position. Earlier this year, in June, we were advised that they 
will be reviewing his patronages over the coming months and will get back to us with his response. This is 
positive and we now await a formal response. 
 
This does mean that the following applications, which were approved in 2019, are still awaiting the 
certificates to be signed. As soon as these are signed then we can send out to the individuals or the 
branches. These include: 
 
Roll No:                      Name                           Membership                            Branch 
 
2972                    Jonathon Willis                  Ordinary Member                         WA 
 
2973                    Keith Hagan                      Ordinary Member                       MELBOURNE 
 
2974                    Josh Gonsalves                Associate Member                        WA 
 
2975                    Yazdi Khambatta              Ordinary Member                          WA 
 
2976                    Brett Warhurst                   Ordinary Member                        SYDNEY 
 
The Fed. Secretary reported that not all COMMA Branches were in a similar position to WA with face-to-
face meeting impossible elsewhere in Australia. He went on to report COMMA discussions about Covid at a 
Federal level. Little activity elsewhere in Australia due to Pandemic outbreaks / restrictions. 
 
General / New Business 
 
The following items were discussed in this section: 

• Court & General meetings to be held at FAC going forward – subject of course to WA covid 
restriction policy. The FAC Covid-19 statement requires that those on the COMMA Attendance list 
confirm that 
“They have not returned from overseas recently, have not been in contact with anyone recently 
returned from overseas and are not exhibiting signs of cold or flu”. 

• It is apparent that FAC is as glad to receive us as we are to attend. The meeting room was cleverly 
arranged to allow necessary physical distancing. Access & egress were well controlled, and the 
food and beverage service adjusted to suit the ‘new normal’. 

• It was noted that, Capt. Mike Gusterton was mentioned in the Queen’s Birthday Honours list for 
services to Marine Seismic Survey  
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• Rev Dennis Claughton asked that COMMA members consider signing up to the FAC ‘Chain Locker 
Club’ for the princely sum of $10 per year. This would assist in their fund-raising efforts hit badly so 
far this year.  

• Capt. Dai Davies and Ch. Eng. Andy Hogan passed on best wishes and asked to be remembered to 
the group. 
 
Any Other Business 

 
• It was decided that the raffle would go ahead with reduced ticket / hand contact managed mainly by 

one person – the Hon. Treasurer. 
• The Federal Court will announce a levy reduction by $5 from 2021. The Court agreed that all WA 

fees will be reduced by an equivalent amount to reflect this concession.  
• Concerning the proposal from Mark Beale for COMMA to purchase a replacement Bain-Marie – The 

BM asked that we investigate the availability and cost of purchasing a sanitary modern Bain-Marie – 
second hand. Investigative actions will be reported back to the Court at the next meeting. 
Additionally, discussions with FAC Management must confirm their agreement to this COMMA 
proposal. 

• There was then protracted and animated discussion about FAC facilities & proposed changes – bar 
/ booze / other FAC facilities. This item also to be discussed further. 

• The Federal Secretary reported that FAC were looking for assistance with building upgrades such 
as painting and DIY skills for facility changes. He requested that anyone who has a background in 
Interior Design (or knows someone with such background) to contact the BM. 

• Ex Chief Engineer Phil Dooley was not actually required to provide Technical Supt. Duties for the 
Leeuwin in dry dock. The Court thanks Phil for his thoughtful gesture. 

• The BM discussed with the Leeuwin Foundation whether there was any interest in taking on 
production of COMMA magazine as an income generating task. We await their response. 

• The Fed. Secretary noted AMSA Marine Notice – 004-2020 crew changing – all crew must be on 
IOF compliant contracts to be allowed to crew-change in Australia.  Some Ships are diverting to 
Philippines / etc to change crew rather than breach this AMSA rule. 

 
The BM proceeded to make a short presentation on Covid-19 globally 

• IMO safe ship crew changes & travel 
• Internet access provided by Woodside to visiting ships  
• Case studies of SCAT (Seafarer Crisis Action Team) providing assistance to desperate 

seafarers 
• Panama flag is allowing crews to remain onboard for up to 17 months! 
• Aussie issues with managing vessels in/out of Australian ports 

 
There being no further business, the formal meeting closed at 1835hrs  
 
Dinner followed the formal part of the meeting – served individually  
 
The guest speaker Capt. Mark Gooderham made a very enlightening and interesting presentation on 
‘Maritime Training with a focus on Kiribati (“Kiribas”)’. 
 
 
 
Capt. Zubin Bhada      Peter Bartlett 
Branch Master        Branch Secretary 



Volume 16. Issue 6. June 2020 
 

 

 

 
General / New Business 
There was no new business items discussed at the last Branch Court Meeting in this section 
A. Updated Branch Court contact details updated below: 

 

 
Company of Master Mariners of Australia – WA Branch 

 
Branch Court Contact Details 

 
 

Position Name COMMA Address Mobile Number 

Branch Master Zubin BHADA branch.master@comma-wa.org.au 0408 165 306 

Deputy Branch Master Simon HEALY deputy.bm@comma-wa.org.au 0427 103 864 

Immediate Past Branch Master Steve WENBAN past.bm@comma-wa.org.au 0457 562 622 

Hon Treasurer John FIGGESS treasurer@comma-wa.org.au 0434 803 525 

Hon Secretary Peter BARTLETT secretary@comma-wa.org.au 0448 879 176 

Hon Registrar Steve HARRIS registrar@comma-wa.org.au 0412 928 275 

Points West Editor Mark BEAL editor@comma-wa.org.au 0409 299 290 

Social Coordinator Alicia McCARRON social@comma-wa.org.au 0437 430 704 

Branch Librarian Steve HARRIS librarian@comma-wa.org.au 0412 928 275 

Branch Court (Group Address) Copies to all above branch.court@comma-wa.org.au n/a 
 
 
 

Capt. Zubin Bhada Peter Bartlett 
Branch Master Branch Secretary 

mailto:branch.master@comma
mailto:deputy.bm@comma
mailto:past.bm@comma
mailto:branch.court@comma
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News 
and 

Views 
 
 
 

Guest Speaker 
 
This months Guest Speaker was Captain Mark Gooderham. 
 
Mark was the Harbour Master for the Department of Transports’ Shipping and 
Pilotage Act Ports, and prior to that, the CEO of Challenger TAFE Maritime College 
in Fremantle. 
Mark now runs the Maritime Training School in Kiribati. 
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Kiribati Sits on the Four Corners of the Globe 

 
Kiribati is unique as it is the only Country in the World where its territory sits in the 4 
corners of the globe. At the International Date Line, it is in the Western Hemisphere, 

the Eastern Hemisphere as well as the Northern and Southern Hemispheres. 
 

 
 

The Islands 
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The School 
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Training at the Kiribati Marine School for the most part, is for local people to be able 
to enter the International Shipping Industry, as deck crew and officers.  

 

 
 

 
 
  

 
 



 

 

There is also training provided for catering and local fishermen to operate smaller domestic 
vessels. 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

There are many challenges faced for training crew including but not limited to 
• Cultural ties to Island Life 
• Funding and continual support from foreign agencies including government and private 

sectors 
• Lately the scourge of Covid 19  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 Keynote Speaker: Mark Gooderham 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

SHIPPING NEWS 
 

New President of The Nautical Institute to focus on three challenges 
 

The newly elected President of The Nautical Institute, Jillian Carson-Jackson has vowed to help 
the Institute and wider maritime community meet three important challenges – those of diversity 
and inclusion, branch engagement and managing the impact of technology.  
 
Speaking at today’s Nautical Institute Annual General Meeting she announced a pledge from the 
Institute on diversity and inclusion saying: “There has been a concerted effort over the past years 
to raise visibility of not just women, but the overall role of diversity and inclusion in maritime. The 
pledge of the Institute, as a global body for maritime professionals, is to show its commitment to 
encourage, support and celebrate a diverse and inclusive maritime industry.”  
 
Championing the Institute’s worldwide network of branches, Ms Carson-Jackson described her 
own branch, The Nautical Institute - South East Australia branch, as her professional family, 
sounding board and reality check. She commented “Nautical Institute branches provide a focus to 
engage with other maritime professionals and to think global while acting local. They offer a forum 
to gather ideas, share experiences, develop best practice and influence the activity of the Institute 
and beyond.” On the subject of technology, Ms Carson-Jackson cautioned that in a fast-changing 
environment “it may be difficult to see beyond the tools to the people. As we see the increase in 
technology in our industry, our challenge is to consider the changing skill sets and competencies 
required for maritime professionals in an increasingly digital and autonomous environment.” Jillian 
Carson-Jackson, FNI, FRIN commenced her career in the Canadian Coast Guard, graduating 
from the Canadian Coast Guard College as a navigation officer. With over three decades in the 
industry, Jillian has worked both afloat and ashore in the CCG, including 10 years as an instructor 
at the CCGC. Following an active role at IALA in the development of VTS Training, she moved to 
France to work with IALA as Technical Coordination Manager. She then moved to Australia to 
work with the Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) as Manager of Vessel Traffic and 
Pilotage Services. In 2016 Jillian left AMSA to set up her own consultancy, focusing on maritime 
technical advice and education. In May 2020 Jillian was appointed a Director of GlobalMET. Jillian 
represents The Nautical Institute at IALA as chair of the Emerging Digital Technologies Working 
Group (ENAV Committee) and the Personnel and Training Working Group (VTS Committee). 

 
 

China’s Influence on Global Shipping Now More Important Than Ever 
 

During the past two decades, China’s rise as an economic powerhouse has also triggered a 
massive expansion of the shipping industry, both in China, but also globally. So, with the country 
coming to terms with the first major economic crisis of its recent history, shipping is bound to be 
rocked.  
 
In its latest weekly report, shipbroker Allied Shipbroking noted that “shipping may well make claim 
of carrying 90% of world trade, yet its China that accounts for 30% of the world’s key commodity 
imports that really makes for a big driver of dry bulk freight rates. It takes up more that 60 percent 
of the iron ore and soyabean markets, while accounting for roughly 30% and 20% of the global 
trade in fertilizers and coal respectively. Its dominant position has been more than emphasized by 
the recent rally that was witnessed in key parts of the dry bulk freight market these past few 
weeks. With China having already eased back from its lockdown restrictions, traders have utilized 
the relatively soft commodity prices to snap up large volumes.  
 
According to Mr. George Lazaridis, Head of Research & Valuations with Allied, “the volumes have 
been considerable and have gone a long way in helping freight rates recover. Yet with economic 
activity in China still struggling to find a strong foothold, the situation could be more troublesome 
than one might think. China released last week a series of major economic indicators for May, 



 

 

showing an improvement in investment, consumption and industrial output compared to what was 
being seen in April. Yet this improvement was still far less than most economists expected, while 
we are still seeing a fairly high level of urban unemployment rates.  
 
So, what’s been feeding this import frenzy? In part, a whole lot of this increased appetite from 
traders has been the accumulated demand lost during the first quarter of the year. Another major 
driver has been the low prices seen across most commodity markets, with many traders finding 
this as an opportune moment to snap up stockpiles at relatively low levels”. Lazaridis said that “in 
cases such as that of Iron ore as well as other major dry bulk commodities, we have even seen an 
increased level of concern over any potential export disruptions that could be noted from the 
escalating pandemic conditions in Brazil and increasing trade tensions with Australia, leading 
many traders to increase their restocking while they can.  
 
The roll-out of fiscal stimulus measures has also helped the situation, driving up demand from the 
strong recovery noted last month in construction, though demand from manufacturing is still 
lagging behind. Beyond this however it is evident that China can’t go at it alone. He added that 
“without the strong consumption driven demand from the West, China will struggle to return back 
soon to its near-term growth rates. At the same time, fiscal stimulus measures may well have the 
added benefit of usually driving strong demand for new infrastructure programs, though China’s 
commitment, although significant, has been a mere 10% of its GDP, a figure considerably less 
than the 20% committed by most OECD economies.  
 
A large portion of China’s economic growth is still export driven, though even the part that is driven 
by internal consumption is under threat with an increasing number of small business closures and 
sharp rise in unemployment weighing down heavily on the internal economy’s ability to re-boost 
itself back on track”. “Chinese consumer spending has posted an increase in May, though still 
lagging behind last year’s levels. Over the next month or so the freight market may well re-
energize back to fairly firm levels, helping owners recover some of the losses incurred during the 
first quarter of the year.  
 
The resurgence that has been noted in demand however is still looking to be temporary and fragile 
in nature. The still looming threat of a renewed lockdown in Autumn, coupled with a still sluggish 
paced recovery in the West and continued geopolitical issues, leave for a high-risk potential of a 
complete derailment of the recovery effort being made”, Allied’s analyst concluded. Source: Nikos 
Roussanoglou, Hellenic Shipping News Worldwide 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 


