
Volume 16, Issue 2, February 2020 

 

Points West 

The Journal of the Western Australian Branch of the                          
Company of Master Mariners Australia  

Inside this Issue  

From the Branch Master…1 

News and Views                                 Branch Masters Report 

Branch Minutes                                  Zubin Bhada 

Services                                    Branch Master 

 

FEBRUARY 2020 

On behalf of the Branch, it is with great pleasure that I (Zubin Bhada) provide the Branch 
Masters report for February 2020. 

Branch Court 

We had full quorum at our court meeting on 26th Feb 2020, which was commenced by 
reviewing the past minutes (Jan 2020) with any follow up actions. The BM reminded everyone 
that today’s general meeting and Key Note Session was a combined session with the Nautical 
Institute. The BM also got reminded by the court that the next session will be the AGM at 
which point all court positions will get “spilled” and a new court formed basis new 
nominations and/or current court re-nominations.  

Branch meeting 

Our February branch meeting was held on Wednesday 26th Feb 2020 at the Flying Angel Club 
chaired by Branch Master Capt. Zubin Bhada, with a turnout of 23 which included COMMA 
and NIWA members. The session progressed with the routine formalities of registrar and 
Treasurer report followed by the BM sharing “News & Views” topic on Coronavirus. 
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BM (Capt. Zubin Bhada) presented a few slides on Coronavirus and its effect to the Shipping industry here in WA 

This General meeting was well attended, and our key note speaker was none other than 
our very own Capt. Steve Harris who spoke to us on the story of “The Ones Who Got 
Away: the escape of the Emden landing party”.  

Looking ahead BM, encouraged all members to participate in up-coming event for 2020 
including positions on the Court which will be open for nominations/acceptance at the up-
coming AGM session in March 2020. Any member keen to support the branch in any position 
can approach any court member. The BM also reminded members to make payment of their 
annual subscription fees in advance of 29 Feb for individuals to go into a lucky draw. The 
winner picked at the up-coming AGM will get his 2020 membership credited back into their 
account. 

The BM went on to introduce our Key Note Speaker – Capt. Steve Harris. 

Steve Harris retired in December 2016 following a 48-year career in the maritime 
industry.  He worked variously on UK naval auxiliary vessels, general cargo and container 
ships.  Most of his career was spent in the international offshore industry, including 10 
years command experience, followed by over 25 years in management positions.  He has 
had a lifetime interest in maritime, naval and military history.  

Points West 

Many thanks to Mark Beal and his wife Gina (our editors of Points West) who continue to 
prepare and publish our great newsletter. Please do send in articles and/or stories that we 
can share with our membership.  

Federal Court  

The Federal court AGM is planned for 04th April 2020 in Melbourne, and any member wishing 
to raise any issue to take to federal court please communicate with any court member and 
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same will be appreciated and welcomed. Our focus will be on membership numbers and 
actions to improve promotion of our organisation to the wider maritime community. 

        

Capt. Steve Harris talking through his presentation        The NIWA and COMMA Members listening with keen interest 

In closing, I thank all members for their continued effort and support in keeping our branch 
live and active throughout 2020. 

 

Capt. Zubin Bhada (AFNI) 

Branch Master 

 

End of Report 
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News and  
                                                                                                                                                                  
Views                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
  

 

An Update from the Branch Master 

 

 

To continue…↓ 
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Last Month’s Guest Speaker – Captain Steve Harris  
 
The February 2020 guest speaker was Captain Steve Harris who gave us a presentation; of the epic 
journey made by the crew of the ‘Emden’, a WWI German Naval Ship who, after destroying 25 merchant 
vessels and 2 allied warships, sailed to the Cocos Islands to destroy the cable station located there. 
 
They destroyed the cable station but were unable to get back on board the “Emden’ as the Australian 
cruiser HMAS Sydney had engaged her in battle, and as the land bound crew members looked on, 
destroyed her in the waters off ‘Direction Island’. The now destroyed ‘Emden’s’ Captain and crew, 
commandeered a sailing vessel, the ‘Ayesha’ which they sailed to Padang West Sumatra 
 

                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                
Captain Steve Harris presents ‘The Ones Who Got Away’            Branch Master Zubin Bhada Thanks Guest Speaker
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Turkey launches Kanal Istanbul website, more details about project  
The Turkish Presidency's Directorate of Communications Saturday announced it has launched a website 
that includes details about the artificial sea-level waterway project Kanal Istanbul. Kanal Istanbul is one of 
Turkey's most strategic megaprojects, meant to stem the rising risk posed by ships carrying dangerous 
goods via the Bosporus. The website www.kanalistanbul.gov.tr contains many details, such as why Kanal 
Istanbul is needed and the purpose of the project, preparation and construction processes, strategic and 
economic achievements and scientific and technical studies. The website explains the allegations and facts 
about Kanal Istanbul along with infographics and videos, which were prepared based on scientific research 
data. The 45-kilometer canal, which will be built in Istanbul's Küçükçekmece-Sazlıdere-Durusu corridor, will 
boast a capacity of 160 vessels a day. The massive infrastructure development project, originally 
announced by President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan in 2011, aims to reduce pressure on the Bosphorus – one 
of the world's busiest maritime passages – and play a significant role in preventing vessel accidents and 
minimizing risks and dangers, particularly those associated with tankers. The canal will link the Black Sea 
and the Sea of Marmara, north and south of Istanbul, becoming an alternative for the global shipping lane. 
Announcing the launch of the website on his Twitter account, Presidential Communications Director 
Fahrettin Altun, said, "Bosphorus will breathe, Turkey will win. We would like inquisitive individuals to check 
our website. May it be beneficial and prosperous for all." In addition to official documents and texts related 
to Kanal Istanbul, the booklet "Kanal Istanbul in 50 Questions" that answers the most popular questions 
from the public is also available on the website. The website also includes details about routes and 
integrated structures designed for the project, as well as the headlines "Canal examples from the world," 
"Accidents in the Bosporus" and "Montreux and Kanal Istanbul." The "Preparation Process" part of the 
website examines the results of the geological, geotechnical, geophysical, hydrological and hydrogeological 
analyses, marine and natural disaster researches and traffic studies that have been conducted within the 
framework of the project. The "I Want to Know Everything" part, which contains data from scientific 
researches conducted within the scope of the project in terms of the safety of life and property, the 
historical and cultural heritage of Istanbul and the protection of nature and preservation of natural life is also 
accessible. Ship accidents and stranding scenarios According to the answers given to the questions 
asked about the project, in terms of ship accident scenarios, the website says that Kanal Istanbul is 13 
times safer than the Bosphorus in the most challenging parts. In terms of grounding scenarios, Kanal 
Istanbul is said to be two times safer than the Bosphorus, even in the most challenging areas. Project to 
be completed in 7 years After the tender process, preparatory work before the construction of the canal 
will take approximately one and a half years. The construction is expected to take five and a half years, 
while the completion time of the project is expected to be seven years. 20,000 jobs Together with Kanal 
Istanbul and its integrated facilities, approximately 10,000 people are expected to work in the preparation 
and construction phase of the project, while another 10,000 are expected to be employed in businesses 
such as the canal and port, logistics center and marina. Designed for the biggest earthquake possible It 
is also said that the earthquake period of 2,475 years was examined, and the earthquake acceleration was 
calculated according to the biggest earthquake that could occur. The canal design was made according to 
this acceleration calculation, the site suggests. Source : daily Sabah 
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Port of Melbourne’s $125 mln Port Rail Transformation Project to reduce truck movements, 
improve productivity The Port of Melbourne’s (PoM) $125 million Port Rail Transformation Project 
(PRTP) will reduce truck movements, improve productivity and further enhance Australia’s premier port, the 
company said in its release. The total package of works under the PRTP is due for completion in 2023, but 
immediate benefits will result from ownership and management arrangements to be introduced at the 
Appleton and Victoria Dock rail terminals. The PRTP will see more containers moved by rail more 
efficiently, by-passing roads in inner Melbourne, via expanded common user and on-dock rail terminal 
capacity and improved rail terminal operation arrangements. Port of Melbourne operates under a regulatory 
framework overseen by the Essential Services Commission that outlines how tariffs are set to recover the 
cost of port facilities and assets required to provide Prescribed Services. Prescribed Services are defined 
under section 49 of the Port Management Act 1995 (Vic) and include channel services, berthing services, 
short-term storage and cargo marshalling facility services and other services that allow access to, or use of, 
places or infrastructure (including wharves, slipways, gangways, roads and rail infrastructure) In setting its 
prices for Prescribed Services, Port of Melbourne is required to comply with requirements in the Pricing 
Order – a regulatory instrument made by the Governor in Council under section 49A of the Port 
Management Act. Under the Pricing Order, tariffs are subject to an annual increase of no more than CPI on 
the 1st of July each year. In order to fund the PRTP the Port of Melbourne intends that the Reference Tariff 
Schedule for the Financial Year commencing 1 July 2019 will be amended to increase the Prescribed 
Service Tariff for ‘Full – inward’ Wharfage Fees from $110.77 (GST-exclusive) to $120.52 (GST-exclusive) 
on and from the later of 1 April 2020 and the date of gazettal of the amendments to the Pricing Order. 
Source: Portnews 

NYK examines concept of using ammonia as marine fuel At the first symposium of the Green 
Ammonia Consortium (GAC) on January 22, NYK presented its approach of using ammonia as marine fuel 
for zero-emission ships. Ammonia does not emit carbon dioxide (CO2) when it is heated and would thus be 
expected to contribute to the effort to address global warming. NYK is participating in the consortium to 
consider not only the maritime transport of ammonia as a power generation fuel used by electric power 
companies but also the use of ammonia as marine fuel, one of the solutions for decarbonization.At the 
symposium, lectures were segmented into four fields in which CO2-free ammonia could be used — 
production, technology, demand, and regulation. NYK, on the demand side, made a presentation 
introducing ammonia as marine fuel from both the technical and operational side. The, NYK Group is 
making efforts to create next-generation green businesses involving alternative marine fuel to realize 
decarbonation and the company’s basic philosophy of “Bringing value to life” and contributing to the 
betterment of societies  

 

SUPPLY CHAIN TRENDS TO LOOK OUT FOR IN 2020 

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES LOOK LIKELY TO HAVE A BIG IMPACT ON THE SUPPLY CHAIN IN 
2020. HERE WE EXPLORE THE SUPPLY CHAIN TRENDS TO LOOK OUT FOR THIS YEAR 

h t t p s : / / w w w . m a r i n e t r a f f i c . c o m / b l o g / s u p p l y - c h a i n - t r e n d s - t o - l o o k -
o u t - f o r - i n - 2 0 2 0 / ? u t m _ s o u r c e = M T - m o n t h l y -

n e w s l e t t e r & u t m _ m e d i u m = e m a i l & u t m _ c a m p a i g n = F e b r u a r y 2 0 2 0 _ S e g
m e n t C _ N e w s l e t t e r   

https://www.marinetraffic.com/blog/supply-chain-trends-to-look-out-for-in-2020/?utm_source=MT-monthly-newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=February2020_SegmentC_Newsletter
https://www.marinetraffic.com/blog/supply-chain-trends-to-look-out-for-in-2020/?utm_source=MT-monthly-newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=February2020_SegmentC_Newsletter
https://www.marinetraffic.com/blog/supply-chain-trends-to-look-out-for-in-2020/?utm_source=MT-monthly-newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=February2020_SegmentC_Newsletter
https://www.marinetraffic.com/blog/supply-chain-trends-to-look-out-for-in-2020/?utm_source=MT-monthly-newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=February2020_SegmentC_Newsletter
https://www.marinetraffic.com/blog
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THE COMPANY OF MASTER MARINERS OF 
AUSTRALIA -WESTERN AUSTRALIA BRANCH 

 

                                     Branch General Meeting 26th February 2020 

Meeting held at the Flying Angel Club Fremantle 
 

                                  
 

The BM opened the General Meeting at 1845 hrs. & welcomed members and guests to the meeting. This 
session is a combined COMMA and Nautical Institute WA Branch. 

 

ATTENDANCE  

The list of attendance and apologies was circulated. There were 19 members and 05 guest in attendance.  

Members’ Guests were introduced to the meeting: - 

1. Capt. Steve Harris (Key Note Speaker) 
 

Capt. Steve Harris spoke to the membership on, ‘The Ones Who Got Away: the escape of the Emden 
landing party’. 

Steve Harris retired in December 2016 following a 48-year career in the maritime industry.  He worked 
variously on UK naval auxiliary vessels, general cargo and container ships.  Most of his career was spent in 
the international offshore industry, including 10 years command experience, followed by over 25 years in 
management positions.  He has had a lifetime interest in maritime, naval and military history.  

APOLOGIES 
There were apologies received from non-attending members noted in the attendance sheet 
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BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 

a. Just a reminder that the annual subscriptions have been invoiced and are now due.  Members who 
pay before the end of February will have their names entered a raffle to be drawn at the AGM in 
March. 
 

b. We are still looking for an editor for the ‘The Master Mariner’ Magazine. 
 
 

c. Discussion of potential COMMA Sponsorship for Voyage on STS Leeuwin is still progressing. Court 
has agreed to work on a sponsorship model for 2021 where funds will be contributed to sponsor a 
young cadet for the Leeuwin 12-month cadetship program. Details of this will be worked out in the 
coming months.   
 

d. The minutes of Jan 2020 general meeting had been published in the latest edition of Points West 
(and send via email 20th Feb 2020) - proposed they be accepted.   
 
Proposed by: Zubin Bhada 
Seconded by: Bill Prins 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

The Hon. Secretary had no correspondence.  

 

The Branch Master noted that Mark Small had indicated that his work commitments were unfortunately 
making it difficult for Mark to continue undertaking the role, as he continues to undertake significant travel 
for extended periods away.  

 

Therefore, The Branch Master did address the membership asking for volunteers to take up the role of 
Secretary for 2020 in the up-coming AGM session. Many thanks to Mark for filling the Hon. Secretary’s role 
on an interim basis over recent months. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT  

The Hon. Treasurer mentioned the financial health (as reported for Feb 2020) was in good shape (Full 
report / financial position wasn’t disclosed owing to the presence of large numbers of non-members).  

Total Balance including Reserve Account  $ $73,754.91 

Based on financial members, count of membership numbers similar to that of Registrar’s Report.  

1. Total WA Branch Members = 135 
2. Federal Levy Payable = 121 
3. Fee Paying Members = 118 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Volume 16, Issue 2, February 2020 

15 | P a g e  

 

 

FEDERAL SECRETARY’S REPORT 
• Next Fed Court session planned for 28th Feb 2020 (teleconference). 
• The next Fed Court AGM will be in Melbourne (Face-to-Face) session on 04th April 2020. 
• Fed court to follow up on next steps for Fed Journal Editor which has been long standing issue with the 

Fed court and WA Court have requested information a trial / pilot program to be tested. 
Federal AGM for the Company of Master Mariners 

The Federal AGM is to meet on Saturday 4th of April 2020. 

    Date:    Saturday 4th April 2020 

    Time:    1000 to 1400 (includes lunch) 

    Venue:     Boardroom 

                    The Mission to Seafarers - Victoria 

                    717 Flinders Street 

                    Docklands Victoria 3008 

We will be meeting for a dinner at the conclusion of the day. Venue to still be confirmed. 

Please note that we have considered the impact of the CORONAVIRUS and we have concluded that the AGM is a 
low risk event and will continue. that said we are fully understanding if anyone wishes not to attend. We would request 
that if anyone is feeling ill or has been in close contact with sick family or friends, then they would not attend this 
meeting at this time. Additionally we will be supplying alcohol hand sanitizer at the venue and would be expecting all 
attendees to clean their hands before entering the venue. Additionally this will be a non contact event and we will 
refrain from shaking hands. We will also spread the seating out to ensure the space between persons is maximised. 

Please RSVP if you will be attending so we can ensure that the facility and the catering is suitable for the expected 
number. 

Finally, we have a request to change the constitution which will be voted at this AGM. This request has been proposed 
by the Western Australian branch. 

To summarise the current constitution requires the BRANCH MASTER to be present in order to hold a local branch 
meeting. The new changes will allow the meeting to continue with a proxy or elected delegate to replace the Branch 
Master. This could be a Deputy Branch Master or other proxy elected. 

Please see text below. This will be voted at the next AGM. 

 Proposed Constitutional Amendment 

The WA Branch has placed a submission to the Federal Court, requesting an amendment to the Constitution. 
Although the Branch has 153 members, many of the members serving on the Branch Court are active professionals 
and therefore not always available for meetings. It has experienced a number of meetings, where the Branch Master 
was unavailable and important decisions could not be endorsed. We are referring to Clause 82 (g) and (h): 

“g.          At all Branch Court meetings two members shall be quorum, of which the Branch Master shall be one. 

h.            The Branch Master shall normally preside at all Branch Court meetings, but in his unavoidable absence the 
meeting shall be adjourned to another time and date.” 

The Branch Court usually holds their meeting on the Wednesday afternoon preceding their monthly Branch meeting. 
This suits the Court as not all the members work in Fremantle and they will be inconvenienced when they have to 
come in on other days. 

It is proposed Clause 82 (g) & (h) be amended to: 
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(g):         At all Branch Court meetings two members shall be the quorum of which the Branch Master or his/her 
delegate (court member as per Branch appointment) shall be one 

(h):         The Branch Master shall normally preside at all Branch Court meetings, but in his/her unavoidable absence 
the appointed delegate has the authority to make and vote on decisions on behalf and with permission of the Branch 
Master. 

The meeting AGENDA and associated paperwork will be sent in another email closer to the event date.  

 

 

ROCKWOOD MERCHANT NAVY COMMEMORATION CANCELLED due to the Coronovirus 

UPDATE ------- ROCKWOOD MERCHANT NAVY COMMEMORATION CANCELLED ---------------UPDATE  

Please note that the Rockwood Annual Merchant Navy Commemoration on 19 April has been CANCELLED this year 
due to Corona virus concerns. 

If you are aware of anyone attending this event then please pass on this advice that it has now been CANCELLED. 

Brgds    

Capt. Stuart Davey 

Federal Secretary 

Company of Master Mariners Australia 

 
Email:     stuart.marine@yahoo.com 

mobile:   0410856571  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:stuart.marine@yahoo.com
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REGISTRAR’S REPORT  

The Hon. Registrar offered updates as per below… 

New Membership Applications to be Read 

1. Membership application to be “read” for Llew Withers. 
2. Resignations – 2 received  

Updating Contact Details  

Members are asked to please update the Registrar with changes of residential address, email or phone 
numbers when they occur.  Contact details follow: -Steve Harris  stehar88@tpg,com.au M: 0412928 275

 

 

GENERAL / NEW BUSINESS 

The following items were discussed in this section 

a. BM to discuss opportunities to increase branch membership. Any ideas are most welcome. BM has 
created a simple A4 Flyer which we will distribute to key organisation in WA/Perth (AMSA, Tafe, etc..) in 
the hope of getting younger blood join as “Associate Members”. 

mailto:stehar88@tpg,com.au
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b. Branch Court Nominations – Members are reminded that all Court positions are open for nominations at 

the AGM on 25th March (even if we may know roughly who will be taking up some of them) and call for 
nominations.  Also a reminder that anyone nominating / proposing / seconding Court position needs to 
be “financial”.   

 
c. Next COMMA Key Note Speakers: (to be published in Point West) 

• TAMS Topic: Doug Rogers – TAMS history, vessel Operations & Activities. 
• April 2020 – Mark Gooderham – An overview of Marine Training in Kiribati 

 
 

RAFFLE DRAWN & PRIZES  
Raffle prizes were won and presented to the fortunate recipients! 
 

 
The meeting closed at 19:30 hrs, for the regular curry dinner followed by our Key Note speaker, Capt Steve 
Harris who spoke to us on “The Ones Who Got Away: the escape of the Emden landing party”.   

 

This fascinating presentation was very well received by the assembled membership from both COMMA and 
Nautical Institute. 

 

 
 
 
 
Capt. Zubin Bhada      Simon Healy 
Branch Master       Deputy Branch Master 
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WAYPOINTS 

Forthcoming Birthdays 

The following Members celebrate birthdays in the period until the end of March 2020.  Ages are withheld to 
“protect the innocent”… 

1st Mar Richard Court / Wim Van Alebeek 
9th Mar Carlo Di Meglio 
10th Mar Gemma Capone 
11th Mar Burjis Wadia 
18th Mar Simon Walker 
22nd Mar Robert Underhill 
23rd Mar Glenn Frewin 
25th Mar Peter Dudding / James Tunmore 
27th Mar Jeff Hinnrichsen 
28th Mar John Figgess 
30th Mar Graham Thornton 
31st Mar Chris Payne 
 

Forthcoming Membership Anniversaries 

The following Membership Anniversaries occur in the period until the end of March 2020. 

3 years David Bowden 
8 years John Brooker / Davey Huang / Jeff Knight 
9 years Peter Bartlett 
11 years Reza Vind 
13 years Glenn Frewin / Peter Wright 
30 years Richard Court 
55 years Alexander Small 

Long-Serving Members 

The Branch Court wishes to acknowledge and thank the following members who have achieved significant 
periods of COMMA membership  

Period Name / Membership Ratification Date Years 
60+ years Capt Robert Leggat / Retired  1st Jan 1957 63 
50+ years Capt David Clarke / Friend 17th Feb 1964 56 
 Capt Alexander Small / Friend 30th Mar 1967 53 
 Capt Corney Durham / Retired 15th May 1967 52 
 Capt Peter Shoebridge / Friend 19th Jun 1969 50 
 Capt Mike Gusterson / Retired 11th Sep 1969 50 
 Capt “Dai” Davies / Retired 30th Oct 1969 50 
40+ years Capt Richard Ireland / Retired 19th Jun 1972 47 
 Capt Mike Kiely / Retired 18th Jul 1974 45 
 Capt Paddy Evelegh / WA Honorary 3rd Feb 1976 44 
 Capt John Abernethy / Friend 1st Oct 1976 43 
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 Capt David Aslett / Retired 4th Oct 1976 43 
 Capt Alan Keane / Friend 18th Jul 1979 40 
 Capt Roger Pettman / Ordinary 10th Sep 1979 40 
30+ years Capt David Harrod / Ordinary 9th Oct 1980 39 
 Capt Chris Grubba / Ordinary 4th Feb 1981 39 
 Capt David Gardiner / Ordinary 8th April 1981 38 
 Capt Patrick Tebbutt / Friend 7th Dec 1981 38 
 Capt Michael Furlong / Friend 14th Jul 1983 36 
 Capt David Notman / Friend 28th Sep 1983 36 
 Capt Bill Prins / Ordinary 6th Dec 1983 36 
 Capt Wim Van Alebeek / WA Honorary 19th Dec 1985 34 
 Capt Eric Barron / Ordinary 19th Feb 1986 34 
 Capt James Tunmore / Ordinary 19th Feb 1986 34 
 Capt Ajay Tandon / Ordinary 22nd Apr 1986 33 
 Capt Richard Purkiss / WA Honorary 19th Jan 1987 33 
 Capt Ian Harrod / Ordinary 14th Dec 1987 32 
 Capt Alfred De Rooy / Ordinary 12th Sep 1988 31 
 Capt Richard Gordon / Ordinary 14th Nov 1988 31 
 Capt Lindsay Copeman / Ordinary 28th Jul 1989 30 
 Capt Frank Kaleveld / Life 5th Nov 1989 30 
 Capt Richard Court /  11th Mar 1990 30 

 

 

Updating Contact Details 

 

Members are asked to please update the Registrar with changes of residential address, email address, or 
phone numbers when they occur.  Contact details follow: - 

 

Steve Harris  /  registrar@comma-wa.org.au  /  0412 928 275 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:registrar@comma-wa.org.au
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