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The book commences with a discussion of the policy 
issues as to whether Australia needed submarines 
and then the decision to buy AE1 and AE2. It then 
goes through their coming to Australia, the tragic 
loss of AE1 in New Guinea on 14 September 1914 
and the bravery and daring of the AE2 crew in 
penetrating the Dardanelles on Anzac Day in 1915.

The history then goes on to deal with the J-Class 
submarines that came to Australia in 1919, the 
first Oxley and Otway (which went to the RN 
in the Depression in 1931), and the fact that in 
World War Two, Australia had no submarines 
except for the Dutch K IX whose career ended 
with a battery explosion in 1944. Then the period 
of the RN Fourth Submarine Squadron based 
in Sydney is dealt with, including some of the 
happy memories of those who served in it.

The book sets out the story of the new RAN submarine 
arm from 1963. When Oxley (S 57) arrived in Neutral 
Bay, Sydney, in 1967, so began the new Australian era 
of submarines. The basic dates of the O Boats are 
outlined, along with the building and basic dates of 
their replacements, the Collins class. The book deals 
with some of the issues about the intelligence patrols, 
about the Future Submarine and also records the 
numerous plaques, services, memorials and museums 
in Australia and overseas dedicated to Australian 
submarines and Australian and NZ submariners. 

There is a detailed chapter on special submarine 
craft such as the X-Craft in which some of the 
submarine heroes like Max Sheean, Henty 
Henty-Creer and Ken Briggs served, and 
in some cases died.

The appendices to this book 
are numerous and detailed 
by a strong team from around 
the world, including Garry 

Mellon, Barrie Downer and 
Pat Heffernan. Numerous 
photographs have been 
collected and included in the 

book to fit in with the text from 
Darren Brown and others. 
The appendices also list all 
Australian submariners who 

have qualified and served up 
until mid-2014, including 
those who have died.

The  
books will 

be published in 
November 2015, but  

can be ordered  
now through  

ATOM.

Michael White’s second edition of 
Australian Submarines: A History 
builds on and brings up-to-date 
the work in his first edition.
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A tax invoice will be issued upon receipt of your order. ATOM’s ABN: 84 393 760 027

Not sold 
individually

Price: $140 (incl GST) total for both volumes 
(plus postage and handling)

A special discounted price of $80 is available for SIA, SAA members and serving 
and former submariners and other naval personnel. Further information below:

ORDER FORM

The discounted price applies to  all members of the 
Submarine Institute of Australia; all members of the 
Submarines Association Australia, NZ and Allied 
submariners and their family and descendants; all 
RAN, RNZN, RN naval uniform personnel past and 
present;  and such RN and USN equivalents; and 
such further and other persons as the President 
or the Secretary of the SIA should approve’.  To 
purchase Australian Submarines: A History by 
Michael White, please visit The Education Shop.  

ht tp ://theeducat ionshop.com.au/books/
australian-submarines-a-history/ and using the 
following coupon code when prompted during the 
final stage of checkout  – ASAHMWSIA This will 
reduce the cost of the two volumes from $140 to 
$80.
Please note that this coupon code is for use by SIA/
SAA members and the other groups mentioned, 
and is not to be shared with others or distributed 
publicly.
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