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SUMMARY 

Executive summary: This document supports the development of a new mandatory code 
addressing the carriage of more than 12 industrial personnel on 
board vessels engaged on international voyages, based upon 
the draft text proposed by Germany in document SDC 4/8, and 
recommends elements for inclusion into the draft terms of reference 
for a Correspondence Group on Carriage of more than 12 Industrial 
Personnel on board Vessels engaged on International Voyages, if 
established at SDC 4 

Strategic direction: 5.2 

High-level action: 5.2.1 

Output: 5.2.1.4 

Action to be taken: Paragraph 8 

Related documents: MSC 96/WP.7, MSC 96/25; MSC 97/WP.7, MSC 97/WP.1; SDC 4/1/2 
and SDC 4/8  

 
Introduction 
 
1 This document is submitted in accordance with paragraph 6.12.5 of the document on 
Organization and method of work of the Maritime Safety Committee and the Marine 
Environment Protection Committee and their subsidiary bodies (MSC-MEPC.1/Circ.5) and 
provides comments on document SDC 4/8 (Germany). 
 
2 Documents MSC 97/WP.1 and MSC 97/WP.7 provide sufficient direction for 
the Sub-Committee to establish a correspondence group, with a view to developing 
the mandatory instrument envisioned by this output. Document SDC 4/8 is generally aligned 
with this direction, and the United States supports a correspondence group being directed to 
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consider document SDC 4/8 as a basis for the mandatory instrument. However, because the 
annex to document SDC 4/8 appears to have been developed prior to the outcome of MSC 97, 
a correspondence group should be provided with the flexibility to refine, improve and, where 
necessary deviate from the organization proposed in the annex to document SDC 4/8. 
The United States requests the Sub-Committee consider the comments outlined in 
paragraphs 3 to 6 below, when preparing the terms of reference for a correspondence group. 
 
Discussion 
 
3 The United States agrees with the scope of the annex to document SDC 4/8, namely 
that all the numbered, highlighted chapter headers should be considered and the draft Code 
should address both high-speed craft and conventional ships together instead of in separate 
sections/chapters. However, the annex is inconsistent with its presentation of how the draft 
Code is suggested to be organized, and appears to be non-standard when compared to 
existing instruments. For ease of application, further evaluation of the draft Code's 
organization, particularly with regard to aligning the organization with existing instruments, 
should be considered before finalizing on the draft Code's format. 
 
4 Precisely what is meant by the international voyage application should be considered. 
When on a true international voyage, the new Code is to be mandatory. However, noting that 
such ships may operate for long durations within the confines of a particular coastal State, 
the Code should be formatted to facilitate the international movement and operation of these 
ships and to promote a consistent level of safety by recognizing non-mandatory application, 
similar to how the MODU Code is applied. This would likely be addressed in preamble text for 
the Code that should be developed by a correspondence group. 
 
5 The references to the STCW Code should be removed and replaced with standalone 
functional statements providing similar levels of safety and competence, without referencing 
the Convention. In this regard, the United States is of the view that the detailed portions of 
the STCW Code should be repeated in the proposed draft Code, rather than referenced. This 
approach will provide clarity in the case of persons being transported, rather than applying 
standards intended for mariners/seafarers. 
 
6 Because these vessels may carry various dangerous goods while potentially carrying 
significantly more total persons than a traditional cargo ship, the amount of bulk hazardous 
liquids permitted to be carried relative to the number of industrial persons should be 
considered. References to the existing standards of SOLAS chapter VII or the 2000 HSC Code 
may not be appropriate because these standards were intended for cargo ships carrying fewer 
persons. 
 
7 The draft terms of reference for a correspondence group, if established, incorporating 
the above comments are set out in the annex. 
 
Action requested of the Sub-Committee 
 
8 The Sub-Committee is requested to consider the comments in paragraphs 3 to 6 
above and the draft terms of reference set out in the annex, and take action as appropriate. 
 
 

***
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ANNEX 
 

DRAFT TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR A CORRESPONDENCE GROUP 
 
 
1 Having discussed the draft terms of reference for a correspondence group, 
the Sub-Committee established the Correspondence Group on Carriage of more 
than 12 Industrial Personnel on board Vessels engaged on International Voyages, under 
the coordination of [...], and instructed it, taking into account documents MSC 97/22, SDC 4/8 
and SDC 4/8/1, and the comments made and decisions taken at SDC 4, to: 
 

.1 consider the format and organization of the draft Code, providing justification 
for the group's choice in its report; 

 
.2 develop introductory and preamble language for inclusion into 

the implementing instrument that promote a consistent level of safety in 
non-mandatory applications; 

 
.3 consider the impact that the carriage of various amounts and type of 

dangerous goods will have on the total number of people authorized for 
carriage; 

 
.4 develop the draft Code; and 
 
.5 submit a report to SDC 5. 
 

 
___________ 


